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Flightscope and Golf Science Centre

OPENING TIMES: Mon 9am-6pm, Tue-Thurs 9am-7pm Fri-Sat 9am-6pm Sun 10am-4pm

CUSTOM FIT SPECIALISTS USING FLIGHT SCOPE - APPROVED BY ALL LEADING
MANUFACTURERS “FOR THE ULTIMATE CUSTOM FIT EXPERIENCE”
Custom clubs are fit using Flightscope 3D Doppler Tracking Golf Radar system. The main
technological aspects of the Flightscope are it’s radar technology - similar to that used in the
military. It works by 3D ball tracking which measures a number of variables and includes; real
time tracking, ball speed, both vertical and horizontal launch angles, sidespin and backspin.
3D tracking devices are not just about ball measurement they also measure club head speed,
club vertical and horizontal attack angle with capabilities far beyond traditional launch monitor
technology providing accurate and reliable results. 4 x PGA Golf Professional.

BEGINNERS & ESTABLISHED PLAYERS
“LEARN TO PLAY GOLF QUICKER THAN TRADITIONAL LESSONS” using the newly
installed 3D ball Flightscope and Vector Pro Launch Monitor for the ultimate experience with video
analysis. This enables you to process the information taught much quicker & easier.
Established players, we can help you to reduce your handicap. Putting lessons also available.

Authorised
Custom Fit

You’ve tried the rest
Y
NOW
try the Very Best
Honest advice
from 4 PGA
Professionals

REGIONAL
DNA
FITTING
CENTRE

ASHWORTH NIKE
CLOTHING CLOTHING

30% OFF
DISCOUNTED
PRICES

DISCOUNTED
PRICES

No.1 SELECT
FIT CENTRE

360 DEGREE
FITTING
SYSTEM

NO 1 CUSTOM FIT
CENTRE IN THE
NORTH EAST

REGIONAL
FITTING
CENTRE

CUSTOM FIT
CENTRE

CUSTOM FIT
CENTRE

FITTING
CENTRE

FITTING
CENTRE

OPTI FIT
CENTRE

CUSTOM FIT
CENTRE

CUSTOM FIT
CENTRE

CUSTOM FIT
CENTRE

GALVIN
GREEN

10% OFF
SELECTED
GARMENTS

CLEVELAND CLEVELAND PING

BUY ANY CUSTOM
FIT DRIVER
RECIEVE
1 DOZEN
AD333 BALLS

BUY ANY CUSTOM FIT
IRONS (6PCE)
RECIEVE
3 DOZEN
AD333 BALLS

Authorised Powakaddy Repair Centre

ALL STYLES OF POWAKADDY IN STOCK
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SEE FOR YOURSELF:
£13 EACH OR 6 FOR
£65 VIDEO LESSONS
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Golf Discount

Unit 3 Stand Business Centre,
Locomotion Way, Camperdown
Industrial Estate, Killingworth,
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE12 5UJ
TELEPHONE 0191 2680008
email: pgdnel@yahoo.co.uk

G20 IRONS
4-SW STEEL

WOW! ONLY

£449

PING JNR
CLOTHING

NEW IN
PUMA

30% OFF
DISCOUNTED
PRICES

SPRING/
SUMMER 2013
LOW PRICES

HUGE
SELECTION

GOLF BAGS

OF ELECTRIC &
MANUAL TROLLEYS

MOTOCADDY, GOLF
STREAM, POWAKADDY,
SUN MOUNTAIN,
BIG MAX, ETC...

Authorised Hill Billy
Stockists & Repair Centre

100S TO
CHOOSE FROM

TAYLORMADE
CARRY BAGS
WERE £90

NOW £75

PUMA
SHOES

LADIES
WATERPROOFS

DISCOUNTED
PRICES

ADIDAS
SHOES

DISCOUNTED
PRICES

CALLAWAY

SHOES

TITLEIST
PRO VI

RAZR X Irons
rrp £599

ONLY
£349

Authorised Stockist.

FOOTJOY, NIKE,
PUMA, ADIDAS

CLOTHING
AND SHOES
IN STOCK

DOZEN
OVER 50 SELECTED 1ONLY
£29.99
STYLES IN STOCK OR 2 DOZEN

ONLY £50

while stocks last

NEW DELAVAL, BLYTH,
NORTHUMBERLAND
NE24 4DB
01670 540110
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Editor’s Note and Contents
The time has come to polish your clubs, dust down
your trolley, pray for good weather and hit the course for another
season. To help get you into the golfing mood we’ve got a bumper FREE
72-page edition packed with news and features from the North East and
Yorkshire
The big news this month features Lee Westwood (right), who has
commited to another three years as attached tour pro at Close House.
The club has also scored a world first with Westwood lending his name
to both its courses following his work with with course designer Scott
Macpherson on improvements underway now.
It is fantastic to have one of the world’s leading players so involved
in the region and Westwood is also bringing the Ryder Cup to
Northumberland later in the summer - details on Page 5.
Rockliffe Hall has secured the Grand Final of the William Hunt Trilby
Tour – bringing more top quality golf and television exposure to the
North East and Yorkshire in the next 12 months.
We’ve caught up with Chris Paisley to get the inside track on his
rookie season on the European Tour, and as you’ll see in From the
Bunker on page 70, it certainly hasn’t gone to his head.
We’ve also talked with Durham legend Steve Harmison. He may be
winding down his cricket career, but as you’ll find on page 36 he has no
such ideas when it comes to golf.
If you’re looking to get into the competitive spirit straight away why
not enter our Matchplay Pairs competition; we’ve extended the deadline
due to the appalling weather we have suffered and there are more details
on page 56.
Most importantly of all, if any of the golf clubs or courses featured
in the magazine take your fancy, why not give them a try? Income has
never been more important for those who have seen so many days
washed out recently.
As always, let us know if you’ve got any golfing stories, news
or pictures. We aim to feature as many different golf clubs and courses as
possible in each magazine.
So good luck to everyone in the
quest to reduce your handicaps
and let’s hope we get a better
summer than the last one!
Paul Robertson, editor
editor@northerngolfer.co.uk

04-35 teeing off

Reports from around the region
including the launch of the
Lee Westwood courses at
Close House, Hexham juniors’
success, Blyth’s clubhouse
refurbishment and Garrick
Porteous’ England adventure

36-53 NEWS including Moor
Allerton, Seaton Carew, some new
golfing ventures and changes at
the region’s courses.
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Last chance to enter
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The latest from around the globe

62 TIPS

Improve your pitching
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Front Cover

Golfers’ paradise, Asia

Ashington Express Steve
Harmision looks forward to
more time on the golf course
and supporting charities as
he enters his benefit year at
Durham County Cricket Club

65 COMPETITIONS

Great chances for you to win
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Reader’s stories and pictures
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Lee’s first scholars

Kat Hollins and Matty Lamb, winners of
the Lee Westwood Scholarships

Close House
courses become
Westwoods

T

C

lose House has named
the two junior golfers
awarded the inaugural
Lee Westwood Golf
Scholarships.
From shortlists of six boys and
six girls, England international Matty
Lamb from Hexham Golf Club and
Club Ladies Champion Kat Hollins
from Ramside Hall Golf Club are both
to receive a year’s free membership of
Close House, free monthly golf lessons
for a year, free range balls and a Close
House golf bag and cap.
In total, 65 would be hopefuls
applied for the scholarships and all
had to undergo a first assessment
skills test which included pitching,
short game and putting followed by
second assessment on the golf course.
Kat,13, a pupil at Belmont

Community School near Durham was
stunned at being selected. She said: “I
felt it was really good but it came as a
bit of a shock when they picked me.”
Her father Keith, a non-golfer,
explained: “Kat got into golf as a
result of playing Tri-Golf with plastic
clubs and balls at an after school club.
It was on her 10th birthday when
we asked her what she wanted as a
present and she said she wanted a set
of golf clubs.”
Following initial lessons at Cocken
Lodge with Julie Welch, Kat joined
Ramside Hall Golf Club two years
ago and has progressed quickly
and currently plays off 13. She now
receives county coaching at Hedlam
Hall through Pat Smylie and Steve
Carpenter and additional coaching
with Andrew Nicholson at Wynyard.

The Friendliest Golf Club
on the Coast...
Visitors & Societies Always Welcome

Her other hobbies include
swimming and basketball. She added:
“Ever since I started to play Tri Golf
at the school club, it’s just something
I wanted to do and winning the
scholarship at Close House means an
awful lot to me.”
Matty Lamb has already made
a name for himself and Jonathan
Lupton, the head teaching professional
at Close House believes the 14-year old
is a fantastic talent and possesses a
golfing ability far beyond his years.
Last year, young Matty won
both the under-16 and under-19
Northumberland County Schools Golf
Championships. He followed that
with a stunning victory in the Scottish
under-14 Open Championships held
at Buchanan Castle Golf Club, winning
that tournament by two shots.

He very nearly completed the
double at the English Boys under-14
Championships, finishing 2nd to
Spain’s Inigo Lopez-Pizarro who
picked up the Reid Trophy. And to
cap his season, Matty was one of
three teenagers who was selected to
represent England and played for his
country against Wales. Both juniors
can now look forward to meeting Lee
Westwood later in the year.
Other finalists – Boys: Jack
Ainscough (Castle Eden), Ben
Crawford (Close House), Brad
Robinson (Close House), Joseph
Robson (Hexham)and Kieran Wood
(Close House). Girls: Zara Alexander
(Wynyard), Niamh Lendrum
(Parklands), Samantha Malone
(Gosforth), Shannon O’Dwyer and Amy
Sutheran (both Hartlepool).

Summer Golf Packages
1st April - 30th September

Monday - Thursday from £19.00pp
includes coffee & Bacon roll
(Quote NG11 for a 5% extra discount)

Opens 2013

he world’s first Lee
Westwood golf courses
will help catapult Close
House even further up the
must play and stay venues as well as
putting the North East firmly on the
international golfing map.
Earlier this month Close House, at
Heddon-on-the Wall near Newcastle,
announced that the current world
number 13 Westwood, who has been
the official Attached Tour Professional
in 2011, had extended the agreement
for a further three years.
In addition to the attachment, the
venue’s Filly and Colt courses will both
bear Lee Westwood’s name from July 1.
He has been involved in the design and
renovation of the two 18 hole courses,
working with Scott Macpherson, Golf
course architect, to further enhance
the already established Championship
standard course at Close House.
Lee Westwood said: “I am delighted
to continue my attachment with
Close House. When I visit the club it’s
like a home from home. I have been
asked to be attached to a number of
clubs but Close House has something
different, something special. It doesn’t
matter if you are a member or just
visiting, everyone is made to feel really
welcome”.
When asked about the Lee
Westwood Filly and Lee Westwood
Colt courses, Westwood said, “I first
played Close House in May 2011
and was amazed by the condition

and standard of the courses. It did
not come as a surprise when it was
awarded Top 100 English course
status shortly after it opened. The
enhancements that are currently
underway will make it even more
attractive and challenging in parts. It
certainly is a thinking golfers club.
“Working with Scott (Macpherson)
has allowed me to put my stamp on
the courses. The Lee Westwood Filly
Course is undergoing an extensive
refurbishment and it is a very
enjoyable course. The Lee Westwood
Colt Course is also being enhanced
with the new tees on the 8th and an
extension of the water around the
18th, making it a great signature hole.
I am sure everyone who plays the
courses will want to come back time
and time again”.
“I have played on some fabulous
courses across the UK, Europe and
the World and Close House has the
potential to be one of the very best.
It is certainly good enough to host a
championship in the future.”
Westwood will continue to
wear the Close House brand on
his hat, represent the club at each
European tour event as their attached
professional and regularly visit to
spend time with the members.
Graham Wylie, Close House owner
said, “We are delighted that Lee has
agreed to remain attached for a further
three years. Lee believes in the quality
of our golf courses, the outstanding

service we offer and our vision for the
future. Being associated with the first
and only Lee Westwood Golf courses in
the world is great for both Close House
and North East golf.”
Later this summer Lee will be
showing his appreciation for the support
he has received from the Close House
members when he brings the Ryder Cup
for a visit to the club.
Located only 7.5 miles from the
centre of Newcastle and within the
city boundary, the same distance from
Newcastle Airport, Close House is ideally
situated in almost 400 acres of beautiful
Northumberland countryside yet close to
the city centre, with a 35-bedroom hotel
and conference facilities.

Lee Westwood
has strengthened his
association with Close
House

MOORTOWN GOLF CLUB
Former Ryder Cup Host

www.moortown-gc.co.uk

Saturday 25th May - AM AM Stableford
Gents, Ladies or Mixed - £60 per card (includes 2’s entry)

Sunday 26th May - Gents 4BBB Stableford
£25 per card (includes 2’s entry)

FLAMBOROUGH HEAD GOLF CLUB
Lighthouse Road, Flamborough, YO15 1AR
04 Northern Golfer
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tel: 01262 850333
email: enquiries@flamboroughheadgolfclub.co.uk
www.flamboroughhead.co.uk

Leeds, West Yorkshire
Tel – 0113 268 6521
secretary@moortown-gc.co.uk
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Glenn’s boxing
clever for charity

F

Enter Now
The Percywood Shorewood Golf Festival
25th – 28th July
At Percy Wood Golf & Country Retreat
£2000 PRIZE PURSE
Opens for Ladies, Juniors and Men (£300 first prize).
The highlight of the Festival will be the Shorewood Trophy an
18 hole scratch competition with a first prize of £500
Simon Olver (Complex Manager) said,
“We are now at the stage to host high profile competitions at
Percywood and hope the Shorewood Trophy’s first prize allows us
to attract some of the countr y’s top amateur golfers making it a
regular event in the golfing calendar. Our £2000 prize purse for
the festival is unrivalled in the area.”
For more information
please call 01670 787010
or check out our web site
www.percywoodgolf.co.uk

Set in the heart
of the Yorkshire Dales
Richmond (Yorks) Golf Club
APRIL SPECIAL OFFER!
1/2 Price Green Fees (terms and conditions apply)
INTRODUCTORY 1st YEAR MEMBERSHIP!
Join NOW as a full member
and pay only £480 for the rest of the year
For more details contact
the Professional or Secretary on 01748 823231
email: secreary@richmondyorksgolfclub.co.uk
Visit our website
www.richmondyorksgolfclub.co.uk
Bend Hagg, Richmond,
North Yorkshire, DL10 5EX
06 Northern Golfer
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Redgrave rows in
to support COCO
Olympian Sir Steve Redgrave will
join Steve Cram and a host of
sporting greats at DeVere Slaley
Hall for the Iconiq Steve Cram
Celebrity Golf Day in aid of COCO
on June 19, 2013.
Now in its 10th year, Cram’s
charity golf day boasts a number
of Olympians, international
sportspeople and personalities –
headlined this year by five-time
Olympic gold medallist, Redgrave.
The former rower turned pundit
will be joined by Newcastle legend
Steve Harper; Sky Sports’ Pete
Graves and Southend manager
Phil Brown.
Also confirmed for the event are:
the BBC’s Mark Bright; Newcastle
Falcon’s lock Andy Buist; Olympic
swimmer Mark Foster; snooker
legend Willie Thorne as well as
Olympic Taekwondo gold medallist
Jade Jones.
On the day each player will
receive a welcome pack including a
bespoke Nike golf shirt before sitting
down for a pre-game breakfast
in the Claret Jug. Players will

ormer World Cruiserweight
Champion Glenn McCrory is set
to host the inaugural J. Douglas
Edgar Golf Day on Monday, June
3 at South Moor Golf Club.
McCrory has also been confirmed for
Sharpley Golf Club’s Celebrity Am-Am on
July 12.
The South Moor event will begin with a
buffet brunch and registration at 10.30am
before teams of three join up with their
sports personality partners for a 12 noon
shotgun start.
The event will then move on to a 1920’s
themed dinner-dance at The Holiday Inn,
Jesmond Road, Newcastle from 7.30pm.
The night’s entertainment is headlined by
the legendary Cole Page.
A team for the event is priced at £600
with all profits going to Cedars School,
Gateshead.
A regular on Sky Sports since 1989,
47-year-old McCrory will join a group of

local sports people and personalities at
Sharpley on July 12 to raise funds to help
disabled people get involved in golf.
There is a limited field of 20 teams for
the event which puts together amateurs
with celebrities for an 18-hole stableford
competition with two scores counting
on each hole. The top scoring team will
receive a prize along with individual prizes
for longest drive and nearest the pin. Three
person teams are priced at £150.
The day will be rounded off with a hog
roast meal and charity auction.
Sharpley has become a hub for
disabled golf in the last 18 months. They
have run sessions aimed at introducing
disabled adults to golf – through the work
of PGA professional Julie Welch and the
Durham County Golf Partnership.
Contact Nicky Hall on: 07915449571
or Michelle Robson on: 07769261036 for
more details. Alternatively visit: www.
sharpleyevents.co.uk.

then join up with their celebrity
teammate as they head out on
to the Hunting and Priestman
courses. The day will be rounded
off with a champagne reception,
three course presentation dinner
and entertainment.
This year Cram is aiming to
raise £20,000 for COCO – a
charity he setup in 2000 to
combat the poverty preventing
children from getting an education
in remote regions of the developing
world including Tanzania, Kenya,
Uganda and South Africa.
Lucy Philipson, COCO Director,
said: “Each of our projects puts
the needs of children and their
education right at the heart of
everything we do and this year is no
exception.”
There is a limited field for
the event of 36 teams with each
team entry priced at £600+VAT.
There are also a small number
of extra tickets available for the
presentation dinner priced at £60.
Contact info@extramile.com for
further details.
NorthERN Golfer 07
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Thirty years of
sterling service

M

Blind golfer’s
ambitious target
Malcolm Elrick on his hopes for the coming season
including his bid to regain his European title

M

alcolm Elrick hasn’t allowed
being blind stop him from
becoming a winner.
He’s a double European
champion and has been picked for a Rest
of the World side to take on North America
in a Ryder Cup style clash at Green Island,
Georgia, on October 18-23.
Malcolm, who recently moved from the
Horsforth club to Skipton is also targeting
a third European title in Milan on October
1-4 and hopes to be in the England team
to face Scotland at Drumoig on September
15-19.
It’ll be a surprise if he isn’t as he’s
captained England and is a prolific winner
with seven national titles and two national
orders of merit to his name.
“I didn’t started playing golf until
1998 and only discovered it by accident
at a guide dog open day,” he said. “I
was fortunate enough to be a member
of Horsforth golf club for 10 years and
although it took a while for other members
to get used to me, I eventually became
08 Northern Golfer
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rabbits captain and president. After
deciding that I needed to change golf clubs
I was terrified of having to go through all
the process of mixing with new members
again.
“However, I had nothing to worry
about as Skipton have made me feel very
welcome and despite only a few games of
golf I have settled down with a really good
crowd of lads. All the staff have made me
and my dog Lola very welcome
“I have a lot going on this season with
six national tournaments along with
attempting to retain my European title
in Italy and I’ve been sent an email by
the European joint captains requesting
me to join a team to represent the Rest
of the World against North America in a
Ryder cup format tournament - it’s a huge
honour.”
He needs a sponsor to help with the
cost of playing in the international events
and he missed out on last year’s European
Championship because he didn’t have the
funding.

Blind golfer
Malcolm Elrick with
his playing guide
Sandra Shaw

He said: “All the tournaments I
attend are subsidised in respect of
hotel and golf. However, travelling costs
for international tournaments have
to be sourced by our own means. In
the past, I have had sponsors but with
moving and changing golf clubs, they
are no longer available to me.
“I would be interested in talking
to anyone who would like to sponsor
me especially as next year the world
blind golf championships will be held
in Australia and I believe I will have a
chance of becoming world champion.”
Malcolm still has some support
from organisations and he was at pains
to thank Craven District Council for
their support through their Fanzone
project allowing him the use of the
swimming pool and the gym at Skipton
to maintain his fitness, but there is the
cost travel to find for himself and his
playing guide Sandra Shaw.
Anyone interested in sponsoring
Malcolm can get in touch with him on
malcember@gmail.com or on 07401
356956.
Blind or partially sighted golfers
have a sighted coach who assists the
golfer in describing distance, direction
and characteristics of the hole, and
helps with club head alignment behind
the ball, prior to the stroke. From this
point, the golfer is on his own. There
is only one relaxation to the standard
rules in that blind or partially sighted
golfers are allowed to ground their club
in a hazard.

artin Jackson has
celebrated another
milestone in his
career, reaching
30 years service as the head
professional at Morpeth Golf Club.
He turned pro in 1978 and
worked initially as an assistant at
Ilkley Golf Club in West Yorkshire,
the club where Colin Montgomerie
learned how to play the game.
He was appointed to the
Northumberland club on March
10 1983 and has witnessed many
changes, the latest being the
addition of a new practice area,
due to open shortly, consisting of a
putting green, covered teeing area
with an astro turf mat, an academy
five-hole course and new practice
bunkers.
Morpeth’s Club Manager
Terry Minnett said: “Martin is a

straightforward Yorkshireman and
has been a absolute asset to the
golf club. He’s well loved by all the
members.”
Martin’s assistant at Morpeth,
David Clark said: “I first met Martin
when I was a 10-year-old. He
gave me my first ever golf lesson
and my first set of golf clubs were
bought from him. Throughout the
years as my game improved, all
my equipment was bought out of
his shop and although he is now
my boss, we have become good
friends. His relationship with the
membership has been very good
and most of the members get on
well with him.”
Nowadays, the modern club
professional tends to move from
club to club and Martin’s 30 years at
Morpeth must be a record of sorts unless you know differently.

Whickham’s holiday fun

Whickham Golf Club has
provided an Easter treat for
young aspiring golfers by opening
its doors to local children.
In total, 35 children, aged
from six to 13 years, attended
the club’s Easter bank holiday
event, many from local schools.
Some of the interest was
generated following Tri golf
coaching classes held in three
local primary schools last term.
A mixture of abilities and

Championship Golf...
...on your doorstep
Rockliffe Hall, set on the banks of the River Tees in the North East of England
has one of Europe’s longest and most challenging golf courses, and with 5
individual tee positions, it offers a unique challenge to any standard of golfer.

age groups were considered
and a programme of
coaching and games were
planned for the day’s event.
On the day, putting,
chipping, iron play and
driving were assessed and
winners were awarded
points in each category.
All of the participants received
a small prize, but the winners
of each category were presented
with an Easter egg and an
overall winner with a trophy.
Max Sutton, 12, an existing
member, won the event with a
fantastic score of 1,300 points.
Tuition was provided by two
professional coaches, Gary
Shipley, Gary McLure and
supported by Durham County
Player James Simpson and
other Club volunteers.

Spring& Summer
Golf Rates
APRIL - from £40 per person
MAY, JUNE & JULY - from £50 per person

All of our green fees now include
complimentary golfers’ rolls
and a cup of tea or coffee in the
magnificent Clubhouse on arrival.
To book, please call 01325 729980 or email
golf@rockliffehall.com quoting ‘North East Times’
To find out more about our golf offers and
breaks or to sign up to our mailing list, please
visit our website www.rockliffehall.com

www.rockliffehall.com
Hurworth-on-Tees Darlington County Durham DL2 2DU +44 (0)1325 729999 enquiries@rockliffehall.com
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PLAY & STAY
SPECIAL OFFER

2 Nights Bed & Breakfast staying at
The Castle Hotel, Berwick

Lodge your
interest for on
course home

H

ow many golfers dream
of having their own
19th hole?
Well you can
with The Lodge, a stunning fivebedroom property with panoramic
views, paddock, stable block and
outbuildings.
But best of all, The Lodge has
fabulous gardens with views of
Sharpley Springs’ second tee, the
fairway and beyond.
So if you fancy sitting in the garden
with something suitably chilled with a
first-class view of the golf then this is
the place for you…of course, you could
always join them on the course.
However, there are numerous
landscaped patio areas to choose from

each ideal for relaxing and enjoying
that glass of bubbly.
Better still, you can take a short
stroll down a private country lane to
the golf course so that you can tee off
whenever you want to.
The challenging Sharpley
layout has several water features, was
designed with input from three top
architects, and was shaped using an
experienced team, with greens built to
USGA standards.
The privacy of this plot provides
tranquility and attracts a range of
wonderful wildlife.
The ground floor comprises four
reception rooms, two with log fire, a
reception hall, drawing room, dining
room, lounge, two bedrooms, one

3 Rounds of Golf - 1 each at Duns,
Eyemouth & Magdalene Fields
Only £150 per person
Excellent Party Packages Available

NEW MEMBERS

20% off Full Membership
ie adult male £390 you pay £312
Telephone the Secretary on 01289 306130
e: secretary.magdalenefields@hotmail.co.uk
www.magdalene-fields.co.uk

MAGALENE FIELDS
GOLF CLUB

THE MOST NORTHERN CLUB IN ENGLAND

Views from
the house

bathroom, a study, conservatory, kitchen, utility and
tack room.
On the first floor there is one attic bedroom, a
master bedroom with a private balcony a walk-in
wardrobe, dressing room and a second bathroom.
The agents tell us that every room is tastefully
decorated, mixing contemporary with traditional and
complemented with modern amenities. It could be
your very own 19th hole...
The Lodge is on the market for £675,000 (or offers
in the region of). For viewings or more information
contact Paul Airey, tel 0191 514 5777 / 0780 102 3229
or visit http://www.paulairey.co.uk

A Golfer’s Dream...
The Lodge, Sharpley
£675,000 (or offers in the region of)

Rain Rain dRained away,
ShaRpley’S playable eveRy day
highly Rated - highly affoRdable
Catered Society meals available
To book your tee off time telephone 0191 5131100
Societies - Book NOW for 2013!! telephone 0191 5814821
2 mins from A19 on B1404, central to Durham, Sunderland and Newcastle
F o l l o w u s o n s h a r p l e y g o l F. b l o g s p o t. c o m
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Impressive five bedroom home of immense proportion, which includes
an exceptional 1.5 acre of grounds comprising beautiful lawns
with a front line golf location, paddock,
small stable block and outbuildings.

Telephone Paul Airey on 0191 5145777
or 07801 023229

www.paulairey.co.uk

Flying start
for Garrick

G

arrick Porteous from
Bamburgh Castle Golf
Club in Northumberland
has got his 2013
season well under way with an
outstanding peformance, playing
more than his part in helping
England’s men regain the European
Nations Championship
in Spain.
After overhauling overnight
leaders France on the fourth and final
day at Sotogrande, the victory means
England has held the title four times
in the past five years, missing out
last year after three successive wins.
The English quartet began the final
day two strokes behind France but
with Max Orrin firing 68, his third
successive sub-par return, Garrick
Porteous 69 and Toby Tree 71, their
combined tally of 208 gave them a
winning score of 856.
With the best three cards to
count, only one of the French team
bettered par on the fourth day, their
score being 216 for 862. Ireland, who
included Spanish Amateur champion
Reeve Whitson, finished third on 869.
England began the event as they
finished, setting a hot pace on a windy
opening day with 215 to lead by five
strokes from France, Tree leading the
way with 68. However, France took over
on the second day with 212 for 432 to
go four strokes ahead of England, who
posted 221 for 436, only Orrin beating
par with 70, as Germany and Ireland

came into the picture on 438.
With Porteous (70), Orrin (71) and
Nathan Kimsey (71) contributing on
day three for another 212, England
closed the gap on France to two shots
and with the Germans falling eight
and the Irish nine shots back, the title
looked to be a two-horse race.
But it was England who raced
ahead with their 208, the best return
of the week, to seal the title.
Adrien Saddier from France
and Germany’s Maximilian Roehrig
shared the individual prize on 283,
while Tree finished fifth on 287, and
Orrin and Porteous were equal sixth
on 288.
Spain won the women’s
championship on 585, five strokes
ahead of Germany with Wales third
on 596 and England fourth with 598.
With the best two scores from
three to count each day, England
led on day one on 148 by five from
Wales. But they fell back to fifth on
the second day with 157 for 305 as
Spain hit the front on 294. England’s
best return was their final day 145
with Bronte Law shooting 71 and
Georgia Hall 74.
The individual title went to
Spain’s Patricia Sanz Barrio on
287, seven strokes ahead of Chloe
Williams from Wales.
Georgia Hall finished fourth
on 298, Bronte Law equal 13th on
305 and Alex Peters 16th a shot
further back.

2013 Open Competitions
Friday 28th June
Texas Scramble
£40 per team, 28 max, 8 shots max
Prizes 1st to 5th - 1st £400 2nd £200 3rd £100

Sunday 7th July
Mixed Open
£12 pair - prizes 1st to 4th

Saturday 13th July
Hall Mason Open 4BBB
£25 pair, 28 max
Prizes 1st to 5th -1st £300 2nd £200
3rd £120 4th £80
Plus Nearest The Pin £100 jackpot!!

Tuesday 26th July
Ladies Team Open
£24 team Prizes 1st-4th

Sunday 11th August
Gents Open 4BBB
£20 pair, max 28
Prizes 1st to 4th -1st- £300 2nd £200 3rd £100

Thursday 15th August
Senior Open 4BBB
£14 pair, Max 28, prizes 1st-4th

Sunday 15th Sept
Texas Scramble
£40 team, max 28, max 8 shots
Prizes 1st to 4th - 1st £400 2nd £200 3rd £100

Ryton Golf Club

Booking Line: 0191 4133253 or
email: secretary@rytongolfclub.co.uk
www.rytongolfclub.co.uk
Northern Golfer 11
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Spanish sighs
for region’s hopes

Hexham youngsters
a credit to their club

J

North East duo go so close after exciting
final of Europe Fourball Championship

N

orth East duo Mark
Ridley and David Clark
just missed out on the
PGAs of Europe Fourball
Championship.
South Moor’s Ridley and Morpeth’s
Clark eagled the last hole at Lumine
Mediterranean Beach in Spain but it
wasn’t quite enough to force a play-off
as Austria’s Uli Weinhandl and Jurgen
Maurer carded a 10-under par 61
around the Lakes course.
The Austrian pair finished 21 under
par to take home the 4,500 euros first
prize.
Ridley and Clark, who teamed up
to win the regional final of the PGA
Skins Fourball Championship a couple
of years ago, began their foray in the

tournament with a seven-under 65
around the Hills course, which was
followed by an eight-under 63 in round
two on the Lakes course, securing a
late final round tee-time, in which
they showed continued fight carding a
fantastic 66.
But sadly even their eagle on the
18th hole was not enough to force a
play-off, leaving them just a single shot
off the pace.
“It’s been a great start to the year
for us,” said Ridley. “The course was
great and it’s been nice to get away
and play some golf. Obviously we’re
disappointed we couldn’t quite finish it
off but we played pretty good everyday
so no complaints.”
The Austrian’s comparatively

Winners – PGAs
of Europe Fourball
Championship winners
Uli Weinhandl and Jurgen
Maurer with runners-up
David Clark (left) and Mark
Ridley (right)

modest opening round 68 set them off on the
right foot ensuring it gave them a platform to
move forward on day two. And move forward
they did - their excellent second round 64 was
aided by a hole-in-one on the 14th of the Hills
course from Maurer.
“Uli hit a little six-iron before me very
close to the pin, so it was one way to make a
better score,” said Maurer. “It was my first ace
in a tournament so it was something special.”
A blemish-free third round consisting of
10 birdies meant the pairing completed their
round as clubhouse leaders leaving a nervous
wait as the final groups finished.
“It was quite close,” said Maurer. “We were
just one ahead and then on the last we saw
Mark and David holing one for eagle so we
actually thought it could be a playoff…overall
we’re really happy.”

MOOR ALLERTON
GOLF CLUB
Society
packages
from £25pp

Coal Road, Leeds, West Yorkshire, LS17 9NH
• 27 stunning golf holes – 3 loops of nine
• State of the art performance centre
• Pay 90% in our 90th year. £1042 for
12 months. Age-related discounts apply
• Host venue for Europro Tour for 2013

Call 0113 266 5209 now for a great day out
Call 0113 266 1154 for membership enquiries

unior Club Champions of
England, Hexham Golf Club in
Northumberland have recently
taken part in the Home
Nations Final at Antqeura Golf Resort
in Spain, eventually finishing third in
the eight team tournament final.
The team consisting of Marcus
Mellor, Josh Stancer, Alex Bull, Duncan
Storey, Ali Harris, James Dunn and
Matty Lamb were a credit to their club
and all enjoyed the experience.
The lads won the honour of
representing England by adding the
English junior championships title
to their wins in the Northumberland
County and North of England
championships.
The Antquera Course, host to many
Spanish professional tournaments, was
a stern test of golf. With a par 72 and
a standard scratch of 76 the course
was set up to test even the very best of
players.
Although Hexham lost their first

match by one point to St Pierre
(Wales), which went down to the
final green, they then remained
undefeated by winning against teams
from Scotland and Ireland before
overcoming another Irish team 3½ 2½ to take third place.
Team Manager John Storey said:
“It was a great team performance
considering the weather with all
players in the team contributing to the
overall result.
“We flew out on the Thursday in
time for the practice day which was
a lovely sunny day and red hot and
everyone played in shorts. The actual
competition was to be played over four
days Saturday through to Tuesday but
the weather totally changed on the
Saturday with heavy rain and wind.
“To be honest, the course was
becoming soggy and with the forecast
for even worse weather, the organisers
compressed Monday and Tuesday
into one day to finish the tournament

L-R Marcus Mellor, Josh Stancer, Alex Bull, Duncan Storey, Ali Harris,
James Dunn, John Storey (Team Manager) and Matty Lamb
a day early – we had to play our final
group match on the Monday morning
and the 3rd / 4th place final on the
afternoon.
“The most rewarding thing for me
is that everyone enjoyed it despite the
bad weather. All those taking part were
very friendly and sportsmanlike. The
organisers did a great job.
“ I would like to thank the members
of Hexham Golf Club. There is no
doubt that we wouldn’t have got to
Spain without the members support
and their generous donations.”

One stunning run of golf worthy of
mention, came from Matty Lamb who,
following a nine at the par four 10th
on day two, played the following eight
holes in five under par in extremely
testing conditions.
In the individual competition the
winner for the overall best nett score
was Hexham’s Duncan Storey with
two rounds of nett 72 for a 144 total.
The best Hexham player gross (and
third overall in the championship) was
Matty Lamb with gross scores of 75,
76 and 73.

Enjoy playing one of County Durham
and Teesside's finest courses

Castle Eden Golf Club
Castle Eden, TS27 4SS

A mature 18 hole parkland course
Visitors Welcome
Summer Green Fees (per day)

Monday Special £25.00
Tuesday - Friday £30.00 - Weekends £38.00

Additional Seniors Open

Monday 9th September
Telephone the Pro Shop on 01429 836689
to book tee times

Society packages available for 2013
(book now for 2014)

Please view our website
www.castleedengolfclub.co.uk

Tel 0113 2665209
www.magc.co.uk
12 Northern Golfer
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For Membership enquiries telephone
the Secretary on 01429 836510
or email castleedengolfclub@hotmail.com
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PREPARE
TO IMPROVE
YOUR
GAME.
NEGBOOK.indb All Pages

E
R
O
T
S
R
E
P
U
S
,
K
W
R
A
E
P
L
I
N
A
RET
T
R
U
O
E
C
H
T
N
O
O
ALLIS HEAD NEXT T
S
E
T
A
G

E
R
T
N
E
C
O
R
MET

Y
G
O
L
O
N
H
C
E
E
R
T
O
G
T
S
N
I
N
T
I
T
I
O
F
R
P
B
U
A
L
C
PG
T
R
A
E
H
T
T
F
N
O
E
E
M
T
P
I
U
STA
Q
E
F
O
E
G
N
A
E
E
R
T
E
N
D
I
A
R
W
A
U
G
H
C
T
A
M
E
G
E
N
C
I
A
R
R
P
S
E
I
D
A
L
D
E
D
EXTEN
k
u
.
o
c
.
f
l
o
g
n
a
c
i
r
e
m
a

08/04/2013 19:25

TEEingoff

TEEingoff

Blyth revamp attracts
new customers

www.eurekagolf.co.uk

Your local destination for the best
in Ladies and Gents golf fashion is now online.
Enter ‘North East Golfer’ to claim your discount!

B

Code valid until June 30th 2013

Eureka Golf Ltd
c/o Houghton-le-Spring Golf Club,
Copt Hill, Houghton-le-Spring,
Tyne & Wear, DH5 8LU
Tel: 0191 5841198 option 2,
email: eurekagolf@btinternet.com
follow us on Facebook

A great golfing day out @

Houghton-le-Spring Golf Club
Society Days from just £19 per person
We have a limited number of Society dates still available
for Fridays and Saturdays during 2013
Call Graeme or Amanda on 0191 5841198 opt 2
who will be delighted to help you!
Houghton-le-Spring Golf Club, Copt Hill,
Houghton-le-Spring, Tyne & Wear, DH5 8LU
Follow us on Facebook

A Perfect Venue

18 Hole Championship Golf Course
Just off the A64 between York & Malton
Golf Societies

£30

Packages
from
Including breakfast, Tea &
Coffee, 18 Holes & Dinner

Membership

0%

Direct Debit on all
Golf Memberships

Academy Memberships
now available

A warm welcome awaits from our
professional and friendly team
Contact Glenn now on 01904 469922
glenn@sandburnhall.co.uk www.sandburnhall.co.uk
Scotchman Lane, Flaxby, York, YO60 7RB
16 Northern Golfer
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Tynemouth hosts
hospice charity day

T

he annual Rotary Club
of North Shields St
Oswald’s appeal will be
staging their 17th annual
fundraising golf day at Tynemouth
Golf Club on Friday June 21.
For many people, St Oswald’s Hospice
is a god-send and this particular
charity deserves all the help it can get.
Located in Gosforth, Newcastle upon
Tyne, it is a purpose-built facility
offering a range of flexible services
to North East families and providing
specialist care for local adults, young
people and children.
The charity day is to be a
stableford competition open to teams
of four with maximum handicaps of
28 for gentlemen and 36 for ladies.
The best three scores will count
towards the team prizes with
the fourth score counting when
competing teams have the same
overall scores.
There are prizes for the top three
teams, best individual scores for ladies
and gentlemen along with nearest the
pin and longest drive for both ladies
and gentlemen.
Within their adult service,
St Oswald’s offer a day hospice,
lymphoedema service, an inpatient
unit, complementary therapy
service, consultant outpatient
clinic and an outreach service.
Adults with life limiting conditions
are referred to St Oswald’s for

pain and symptom management
and end of life care. They care for
patients with cancer, as well as
those with end stage neurological,
cardiac and respiratory conditions.
Within the Children’s Service, they
offer specialist short breaks to
children and young people with life
limiting conditions and their families.
Children from 0 – 18 years can
benefit from our care at St Oswald’s.
They have also developed a service
for young adults, aged 18 - 25 years,
continuing to support children
in their care who are reaching
adulthood and perhaps those
who have already left the service.
The multi-disciplinary team at St
Oswald’s includes doctors, nurses,
physios, occupational therapists,
social workers, chaplain support
and complementary therapists.
They are a registered charity with
annual running costs amounting
to £9.5 million – of which £6.5
million must be raised through
voluntary donations.
Entry per team for the charity
day is £160 which includes
refreshments and a meal. Please
send entries, enclosing a cheque
made out to “The Rotary Club of
North Shields St Oswald’s Appeal”,
with name, address and contact
number to:- Richard Pickering, 1
Tynedale Terrace, Newcastle upon
Tyne, NE12 8AY

For further information please contact Richard Pickering on 0191 266 1342
or Email: richardthegolfer@hotmail.co.uk

Club Steward David Curry with manager John Hall

lyth Golf Club has undergone
a major revamp to welcome
members, visitors and nongolfing parties in time for the
new season.
In total, £120,000 has been invested
in a new locker room and the bar area
come function room has been totally
modernised, all funded by the club.
Club Manager John Hall explained:
“There are two reasons why we have gone
ahead with the refurbishment. Firstly the
clubhouse was built in the 1970s and was
beginning to look tired and very much
in need of it, and secondly, we have been
looking for another form of revenue.
“We decided to refurbish the room so
it would be attractive and appealing to
outsiders who were looking for venues
for family type celebrations, the likes of
anniversaries, retirements, birthdays,
weddings, christenings and funerals. Like
a lot of golf clubs the lounges are very
rarely used during the evenings unless
there is a social event organised by the

RAMSIDE HALL
HOTEL & GOLF CLUB

golf club taking place. Non-members are
not allowed to come into the golf club but
we ask anybody who books a function to
become a social member and they then
can bring guests into the club.
“The members can still come into the
club but they either tend to stay away or
they stay near the bar area away from the
function and its worked pretty well so far.
The room can take a total of 120 people.”
The upgrade was paid for thanks to
a number of members taking a lifetime
membership offer and financial support
was also forthcoming from others within
the club.
John added: “We have been fortunate
to have had a lady member, May Rodgers,
who has taken on the role as project
manager.
“She is an interior designer and has
been working with the main contractors
and without her help we wouldn’t have
been able to achieve what we have done.
It hasn’t been an easy job and a very big
thanks goes to her.”

PLAY AND STAY FROM £75
PER PERSON INCLUDING 36 HOLES
To find out more call 0191 3865282

VISITORS AND SOCIETIES WELCOME To book your Golfing Experience call us on 0191 3869514
VISIT: www.ramsidehallhotel.co.uk EMAIL: helen.roseberry@ramsidehallhotel.co.uk
MONDAY 13TH MAY Senior Open Pairs
WEDNESDAY 29TH MAY Junior Open
MONDAY 17TH JUNE Senior Team All Four Open
SATURDAY 22ND JUNE Mens Team Of Four Open
MONDAY 19TH AUGUST Ladies Team Of Four Open
SUNDAY 18TH AUGUST Mens Open
NOW TAKING GOLF MEMBERSHIPS
NO JOINING FEE UNTIL 2014

Carville, Durham, DH1 1TD
Northern Golfer 17
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6060Golf

Playing the
numbers game
Parklands is the latest to install 6060 as
a North East company goes nationwide

T

here’s a new form of golf
making a name for itself –
and its headquarters is in
the North East.
More than 20 UK 6060 Golf centres
are up and running since the new fast,
fun form of the game was launched
last summer.
The headquarters of 6060 golf are
in Newcastle at Hadrian House in
Higham Place but the appeal is proving
nationwide.
Parklands Golf Club has become the
latest driving range to install it. Players
are challenged to hit balls to unique
targets out on the range, and score
their game on the free to download
smartphone app.
With targets from 20 yards through

to 200 yards, 6060 Golf is playable by
any level of golfer, making it an ideal
way for adults and children to get
into golf.
Best of all, after buying a basket of
balls, 6060 Golf is free to play.
“I am delighted Parklands is the
latest range to install the 6060 Golf
concept and I believe it will prove
popular with local players of all
abilities,” said founder Craig Higgs. “It’s
the first range to adopt the concept
in and around Newcastle and we’re
looking forward to working with
Parklands.”
Parkland’s Head Professional Mark
Watkin said: “There are different
targets for different abilities be it short
game, mid-irons and driving. wi-fi will

be hooked up on the range and I have
no doubt that it will bring a totally new
concept to practice.
“The company will be coming
to Parklands to run competitions
so a golfer once he or she is linked
up through the app can take part in
national tournaments.”
And this year, Parklands is also
introducing a new Play Golf Academy.
It will be running alongside the current
successful ladies and junior academies
and is to target all those who want
to take up the sport regardless of sex
or age.
The staff at the club will be
coaching and mentoring all those
taking part in what will be a three
month programme of beginner and

intermediate lessons and includes
rules, etiquette and playing the actual
course under supervision.
There are also 6060 roadshows
operating again this year with
Ramside Hall, Yarm Driving Range
(DR), Penrith DR, Carlisle DR,
Stokesley, Wallsend, Parklands and
Leeds all on the schedule.
Golfers who are interested in
attending one of the roadshows will
be asked to pre-register via ipad or at
their participating local range. Preregistration will be encouraged but
participants can also sign up on the
day of the event.
The 6060 Golf concept gets its
name from the fact a group of golfers
can hit 60 shots within 60 minutes.

Further information about the 6060 Golf phenomenon is available online at www.6060golf.com or by calling 0191 261 9277 and  07711 363649
18 Northern Golfer
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#1 CHOICE FOR

Goldenfry connects
with the Sweetspot

A

range of nutrition
food products for the
golf market is set for
significant expansion
after its founder formed a joint
venture with one of Yorkshire’s leading
food manufacturers.
Northumberland food firm
NewLeaf has formed a joint venture
with Wetherby-based Goldenfry
Foods to develop its Sweetspot brand
throughout the world of golf.
Since being launched in March
2012, golf nutrition brand Sweetspot
has grown rapidly and is now sold in
330 golf clubs across the UK. It also
sponsors major golf events like the
Europro Tour, which is broadcast on
Sky TV.
The range – created by Stocksfield
company NewLeaf – includes
flavoured slow-release stamina bars
and quick-boost beans, and has been
developed specifically for golfers

to help sustain their energy for the
duration of their round of golf.
Goldenfry is a well-established
name in the UK food sector, and is
known for making gravy products for
UK supermarkets, as well as many
other own branded products. The
family business, which started life as
a single independent fish and chip
shop in Wetherby in the 1960s, has
now grown to employ 200 people at
a modern purpose-built factory in
the town.
The joint venture has been
established to help promote and
distribute Sweetspot throughout
the golfing world, in the latest step
in NewLeaf managing director Rob
Mullen’s ambition to make Sweetspot
the number one name in golf
nutrition.
Rob Mullen, whose NewLeaf
business has previously struck deals
with internationally-renowned

Free Fitting

using Flight Scope technology
Gain yards by being fitted for your
next driver or set of irons

Better than Price Match Guarantee
we will not match our
competitors we will beat them

Exclusive to Tim Jenkins Golf
Callaway Razr Fit U Design Driver

Rob Mullen with Martyn Archer from Goldenfry
retailers including Harvey Nichols for
other products in its portfolio, said
the joint venture holds significant
potential for Sweetspot.
“Golf as a sport has transformed in
the past ten years - professional golfers
are now athletes, dedicated to fitness
and nutrition so they can sustain top
performance throughout their whole
round of golf,” he said.

Ravensworth Golf Club

www.ravensworthgolfclub.co.uk

What does Ravensworth Golf Course
and “The Masters” have in common? (Answer below)
Open Competitions 2013
Wed 15th May
Wed 6th June
Sat 15th June
Wed 20th June

Ladies Open
Mid Week Mens Singles Open
Mens Invitation Day
Seniors Open (Over 55’s)

Sat 29th June
Sun 7th July
Wed 11th Sept
Sat 21st Sept

Jubilee Mens Open
AM/AM
Mens Open
Tom Sellars Shield Mens Open

Monday & Wednesday - £10 PER ROUND (subject to Tee availability)
Memberships Available All Categories
For details on all of the above including Tee Times, Competitions & Fees
contact the Golf shop on 01914876014 or email secretary@ravensworthgolfclub.co.uk

quote MH15 to be entered into a FREE 4 Ball Draw

Answer: Both Courses designed by Alister McKenzie. Come and play
Augusta Nationals’ “country cousin” from across ‘the pond’

20 Northern Golfer
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were £349 our price £149 plus
FREE dozen Callaway Hex Black golf balls

“As such, the golf products market
needed to change, and Sweetspot
is at the forefront of that. We have
made huge progress in only our first
year, during which Sweetspot has
seen significant growth in the UK
market, and myself and the NewLeaf
team are very excited about the
potential of the partnership
with Goldenfry. “

Angel View, Long Bank, Wrekenton,
Gateshead, NE9 7NE

JJ Vallely (centre) with coaches Chris O’Connell (left) and Jim Hardy

It’s Plane to see for JJ

M

atfen Hall’s JJ Vallely
has qualified as a ‘Plane
Truth’ certified golf
instructor - one of eight

in the UK.
He recently visited the Bad Waldsee
Golf Club in Germany where he
received his accreditation following
a four-day Plane Truth ‘coaching the
coaches’ programme with instructors
Jim Hardy and Chris O’Connell.
JJ explained: “I’ve been coaching golf
for many years and throughout that
time I’ve studied many different styles
of coaching and when you look across
the board and styles, there are a lot of
contradictions. On the one hand you
get told to stand tall and on the other
you get told to bend over, swinging up
high or swinging round the body.
“Five years ago I was introduced to
Jim Hardy, who is a famous American
coach with a theory that golf swings
can be split into two. You either
swing on what he calls one plane or
two planes and they are completely
opposite to each other.
“For instance, Lee Westwood turns
his left arm on somewhere around
his shoulder turn. Ian Poulter stands
taller and swings his arms on a totally
different plane, more upright – yet both
are world class professional golfers.
Unfortunately, many coaches do not
allow for a golfer’s natural movements
and try to teach everybody in much the
same way.
“I have studied Jim’s theories and

started teaching that way. When you
are teaching, you have to look at the
ball flight, the shape of the divots
and the swing in general, essentially
creating a player profile, which is put
online and is accessible 24/7.
“The computer programme then
identifies any faults and provides an
explanation on how to correct them
and the drills needed - there are over
500 videos in the matrix covering every
fault in the golf swing.”
JJ’s coaching ability has certainly
been recognised. He is the U18 England
AASE programme coach for the North
of England and takes responsibility
for Cumbria U18s, Newcastle
University, Gateshead College and
the Northumberland County Golf
Partnership.
And now, total beginners can take
advantage of JJ’s coaching by joining a
special learning club membership at
Matfen Hall.
Head Professional at Matfen,
John Harrison said: “What we are
offering to adults, families, juniors,
is a learning club rolling every week
where they can come and have
lessons and then play the par three
course under supervision. We will be
introducing competitions with our
own handicapping system and as
players progress, hopefully they will
want to continue and go on to joining
the main course.”
For further information contact Matfen
Hall Golf Academy on 01661 855 710.

Also in stock
X Hot Drivers
and irons
CLEVELAND GOLF CLUB MAJUBA ROAD, REDCAR TS10 5BJ
TELEPHONE: 01642 498772 WWW.TIMJENKINSGOLF.CO.UK

Golf Offers
2013
NEW Flexible Membership only £200
Full Membership only £690
monthly direct debit available
Attractive Summer Packages
available with or without food
from as little as £22.50 per person
NEW web based tee booking system
Members, Visitors and Opens
Telephone the Secretary on 01677 422451
or email: office@bedalegolfclub.com
Bedale Golf Club
Leyburn Road, Bedale, DL8 1EZ
www.bedalegolfclub.com
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#1 DISCOUNT
GOLF STORE
2013 range of
Callaway golf shirts

Nike
Covert Drivers

£203.15

50% off

Ladies & Gents
all £19.99

20% OFF

Taylor Made RBZ Irons £409 5-PW
Callaway X-Hot Irons £389 5-PW

Any pair of Footjoy, Puma
or Nike shoes
in store in April

Taylor Made RBZ Drivers £198.99

Bring this voucher in store to receive 20% discount

with Yonex VXF Irons £349

Ping G25 Irons £379 5-PW

FREE approach wedge

FREE FITTING USING FLIGHT SCOPE TECHNOLOGY
GAIN YARDS BY BEING FITTED FOR YOUR NEXT DRIVER OR SET OF IRONS
BETTER THAN PRICE MATCH GUARANTEE
WE WILL NOT MATCH OUR COMPETITORS BUT GUARANTEE TO BEAT THEM
Andrew Blunt and Stuart Ord at Seaham Golf Club

Net gains for duo

M

Perfect Pair win
in Portugal
Eileen and Gary show the way as Yorkshire and
North East players enjoy a successful trip to Europe

E

ileen McMullan and Gary Catt gave
Richmond something to celebrate
when they won the HowDidiDo
National Mixed Pairs Matchplay
Championship in Portugal.
Eileen, who plays off 25 and two-handicapper
Gary Catt won four of their five matchplay rounds
to set up an all-Yorkshire final against Leeds pair
Beth Nicholson, a 10-handicapper at Garforth
and Daniel Greenwood who plays off 12 at
Scarthingwell.
The final was a repeat of the first round clash
between the two couples which Beth and Daniel
won 5 and 4.
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That defeat left Eileen and Gary with
something of a hill to climb but they followed it
with three convincing victories to make it to the
grand final at the Victoria course.
It meant a re-match with Beth and Daniel, who
had lost in their second round match, but then
also had with three victories.
There was to be no repeat of that first round
clash with Gary and Eileen continuing their fine
form with a convincing 4 and 3 victory.
Gary and Eileen’s journey started last summer
with match play rounds against other couples
and a string of good results meant a place in
the regional final at Macdonald Cardrona Club

Champions
- Gary Catt
and Eileen
McMullen
Top right,
Runners-up –
Beth Nicholson
and Daniel
Greenwood.
Bottom right,
Chris Park and
Dean Findlay

in Peebles. Reaching that stage
would satisfy many but Gary and
Eileen clocked up 40 points to make
it through to the national finals in
Vilamoura where they played five
rounds over the renowned Laguna,
Millennium, Old, Faldo and Victoria
courses.
They were just two of 32 golfers
who qualified for the grand final,
which featured four competitions singles, pairs, mixed pairs and senior
pairs and all 32 players enjoyed a
seven-day, expenses-paid trip to the
Algarve with complimentary flights
with Monarch Airlines and bed and
breakfast at the four-star Dom Pedro
Golf Hotel in Vilamoura.
Durham had an interest in the
pairs event with Christopher Park, a
four-handicapper, and Dean Findlay,
who also plays off four. Both play at
Durham City but they finished adrift
of eventual winners James Chadd and
David James, from Gorleston.

eeting the challenge
facing the club
professional is never
demonstrated better
than the team of Andrew Blunt and
Stuart Ord.
Besides offering a service to Seaham
and Wearside members and the North
East in general, they have opted to
appeal to a wider audience, indeed
a worldwide clientele, through the
internet.
For both of them it’s as if their
professional golf life has gone full
circle. Andrew started his career as
an assistant to Stuart’s father Jack
Ord, a hugely-respected figure at both
Houghton and Hobson golf clubs, as
did Stuart.
Jack was one of the North East’s
best players and, had it not been for
the dreaded yips, might well have gone
much further than being a top notch
regional player, but he did become a
much-valued club pro.
As such, he passed on much to his
son Stuart and Andrew. Now Andrew
is pro at Seaham and is in partnership
with Stuart, who is based at Wearside.
“It’s working well,” said Andrew, “and
we both are happy with the way things
are going. I started my career with
Jack and then came down to Seaham,
built up the business and then had the
opportunity to run things at Wearside
and with Jack retiring and leaving
Hobson, it was an obvious step for

Stuart to run things at Wearside and be
head pro there.”
But while both are well versed in
the role of club pro and serving their
respective membership, Andrew
especially has developed an internetbased operation – Bargain Golf
Equipment – which has mushroomed
in recent years.
“We set it up in 2004,” said Andrew,
“and it has just grown from there. We
feel we offer the best of both worlds.
You can buy equipment from us on the
internet, but you can also walk into our
shops at Seaham and Wearside and
get what you want, but the customer
or club member will get the best price
whichever route they choose.”
A lot of Andrew’s business is now
with Australia, South America, the
USA and Europe, but also locally with
a franchise for Motocaddy Service
Agency being set up at Wearside.
He said:“Working with Jack for eight
years was a great experience and then
coming to Seaham which is so close to
home – I’m from Shotton – seemed to
make a lot of sense and it’s almost like
the wheel has come full circle with me
and Stuart working together. It’s a good
partnership.”
Both Andrew and Stuart offer both
equipment sales, lessons and custom
fit and can be contacted at info@
bargaingolfequipment.co.uk or
seahamgolfclub@btconnect.com and
wearside_golf@yahoo.co.uk

Adizero
Shoes

Ping G15 Irons 4-SW

APRIL
OFFER
£359.99

£100

01642 498772 FOR FREE CUSTOM FITTING
Visit us at CLEVELAND GOLF CLUB. MAJUBA ROAD, REDCAR
PHONE : 01642 498772 • www.timjenkinsgolf.co.uk

SUMMER GREEN FEES
March 24th - October 2013
VISITORS:
Per Round

£26.00

Day Ticket £34.00

W/E Round £29.00

W/E Day Ticket £35.00

Playing with member £16.00 (at all times)
We welcome 2 for 1 vouchers. Please note these are charged
at the appropriate day ticket rate.

VISITING PARTY SUMMER GOLF PACKAGES
April 2013 – October 2013
WEEKDAYS (After 10.00am)

WEEKENDS (After 11.00am)

18 Holes - £29.75

18 Holes - £31.75

Coffee & Bacon Roll

Coffee & Bacon Roll

1 Course Meal

1 Course Meal

FULL MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE FROM
APRIL 1ST TO 31ST DECEMBER 2013 £420.00
To book tee times call 01670 540110
BLYTH GOLF CLUB
New Delaval, Blyth, NE24 4DB telephone: 01670 54011
email: clubmanager@blythgolf.co.uk
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CourseReview

Coursereview
Belford is a village between
Alnwick and Berwick in
North Northumberland with a
population of just over 1,000
people. It is just a short distance
from the beautiful coast and is a
small, thriving community.
It is an ideal tourist destination
and once again a great place to
stop off, play golf and enjoy the
local amenities

fact file

A lot of work and investment
has gone into bringing
Belford’s attractive course
back up to standard

Beautiful Belford
back on course

A Northumberland village has a course and facilities for
a great golfing stopever, as Paul Corney discovers

L

ocated approximately half way
between Alnwick and Berwick in North
Northumberland, Belford Golf Club may
have had its ups and downs in recent
years but changes have been made and their
future is looking very positive.
The nine-hole course designed by Nigel Williams
and opened for play in 1993, is spread over 100
acres of mature parkland with magnificent
views of Lindisfarne, Bamburgh and the
Northumberland coastline.
Belford Golf Club was purchased by the Ratliff
family in 2011 and they were under no illusions
that they faced an uphill battle to attract local
golfers back to the club and informing the wider
audience that Belford was very much back in
business.
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A decision by the previous owners to close
the membership and introduce a pay and
play system, was instrumental in seeing the
majority of its members move to other clubs in
Northumberland.
The Ratliffs have owned the Blue Bell Hotel
in Belford for over 10 years and during that time
have extended the property and doubled the
rooms. They believe that by linking in the Blue
Bell and other properties they possess in the area,
Belford Golf Club is now an attractive proposition
for golfing breaks to the region.
Michael Ratliff, the Operations Director/
Manager said: “What we are trying to do is to
package things together, the village of Belford in
terms of the Blue Bell, the course, and holiday
cottages we own nearby.

“We know who we are and we have no
delusions of grandeur, I mean it’s a decent ninehole course for people who are semi-retired,
getting into the game, holiday golfers and societies.
Some people have pre-conceptions that the
Belford is either a par-three course or a very basic
course. The nine holes as they are, are a good
length as you would find on a normal 18-hole golf
course, so I would say to people, it’s a one size fits
all, come to Belford, stay at the Blue Bell or the
cottages and enjoy the golf.”
And I would agree with Michael, it is a good
test and their new greenkeepers at the club Ken
and Darren Fennell are now presenting the course
as it was a few years ago when the club proudly
hosted County events.
As for the course, the opening hole is a par five

measuring 529 yards off the back tees and a
slight dog-leg right. A good tee shot avoiding
the fairway bunkers left and right should give
you a reasonable chance of going for the green.
Only 136 yards, the par three second is
played slightly downhill with trees and deep
rough to the right. The well-bunkered green
slopes very much back to front and is receptive
but you don’t want to be leaving a downhill
putt at this one.
The third a shortish par four is followed by
a real tough par three. Well over 200 yards and
played uphill, the tee shot is a real tester to a
green bunkered front right. Don’t go right at
this one or you will be reaching into the bag
for another ball!!
The next three holes are par fours and all
have testing tee shots which will be punished
if you are wayward. And watch out out for
the green at the seventh, the two-tier green is
bunkered left and right, slopes left to right and
back to front – find the wrong tier and you will
have be in three putt country.
The eighth is a straightforward par five and
the final hole is a strong par four where you
need to find the right side of the fairway to
leave a clear view of the green.
And following your round at Belford, their
modern comfortable clubhouse is the perfect
setting to relax and enjoy a drink or two from
the well stocked bar.

contact
Belford Golf Club
South Road, Belford, Northumberland,
NE70 7DP
Telephone: 01668 213 232
Fax: 01668 213 282
E mail: enquiries@bluebellhotel.com
Website: www.belfordgolfclub.com
GREEN FEES
Weekdays 9-holes £10 18-holes £15
Juniors under 6 £5 Juniors over 7 £7.50
Weekends 9-holes £12 18-holes £18
Guest rate: £10
Buggies available:
9-holes £10 18-holes £15
TOTAL DISTANCE
6412 yards (white tees)
6225 yards (yellow tees)
5835 yards (red tees)
FEATURES
9-Hole parkland course with 18
individual tee boxes
Putting green
Floodlit 9-bay driving range
Food available all day
Private functions catered for
Large screen TV with premiership
football
Children’s indoor and outdoor play areas
CADDY’S TIP
The greens at Belford are very tricky
and the slopes are difficult to read –
take your time and make sure you look
at your putts from every angle.
SIGNATURE HOLE
Has to be the 5th and 14th – A cracking
par-4, with an uphill tee shot to a fairway
that dog-legs left to right with deep rough
on the right and a pond on the left. A
huge tree protects the front.

PAUL CORNEY’S VERDICT
The course record stands at 70 scored by
scratch golfer P. Sanderson in 2005, an
indication that Belford is no pushover – it
is a really good test for the experienced
golfers while still providing a suitable
challenge for beginners and intermediates.
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Spectators are welcome – and
admission will be free – when
England bid for gold in the
Championship on July 6-13.
The home side will take on the
challenge of teams of the best
women players from around 20
countries.
The championship starts with
all teams playing two strokeplay
qualifying rounds. The best
eight teams will qualify for the
quarter finals and play head to
head, matchplay golf, to decide
the medals. Meanwhile, the
remaining teams play in the
second flight to decide their
overall place.

Ladies make a
date with Fulford

F

ulford’s reputation as one of Yorkshire’s
best courses will be reinforced this
summer when it hosts the European
Ladies Amateur Team Championship.
The York club’s heathland and woodland layout
has tested some of the world’s finest players over
the years - the club hosted 23 consecutive European
Tour events and one of the most famous shots
in golf took place there when Bernhard Langer
climbed an ash tree on the 17th to reach his ball
and play his third shot.
Emma Lowe, EWGA’s championship manager,
said: “We are delighted to be staging this prestigious
tournament and to be able to hold it at Fulford. It is
a fantastic venue, the club is steeped in history and
the course is both wonderful and quintessentially
English. It’s just a mile from the centre of York,
which is one of Europe’s top tourist destinations,
and we hope to also give our visitors the chance to
explore the city and all it has to offer.”
The list of winners at Fulford includes Tony

Jacklin, Lee Trevino, Tom Weiskopf, Greg Norman,
Sandy Lyle and Mark James.
James has strong links with the North-East – he
designed Burgham Park along with Andrew Mair –
and he is an honorary member at Fulford as a past
winner of the Benson and Hedges in 1986. James
has been acting as the club’s ambassador on the
European Seniors Tour and helping to promote the
staging of a seniors event at Fulford.
Fulford general manager Gary Pearce added:
“Fulford has a rich history of staging professional
and amateur events, including many ladies
championship events.
“These include hosting the inaugural British
Ladies Open Championship in 1976, which was
won by Newcastle’s Jenny Lee Smith, the Ladies
British Amateur Strokeplay Championship, and
we have welcomed the Ladies Yorkshire County
Championships on several occasions. The club is
really looking forward to welcoming the teams
from around Europe, and we hope that the golfing

The timetable is:
Sat July 6 teams arrive;
Sun July 7 practice day;

Flashback Bernhard Langer
plays his third
shot from up a
tree at Fulford’s
17th hole

Mon July 8 practice day and
opening ceremony;
Tues & Wed July 9 and 10
Qualifying rounds;
Thur July 11 quarter finals;
Fri July 12 semi finals;

Main photo:
Fulford’s 18th

Sat July 13 final followed by prize
giving and closing ceremony and
gala dinner.

Summer special
Stockton’s popular Golf Week
returns in July for the fourth time.
It will offer golfers of all abilities
the chance to compete in what’s
become one of the best golfing events
of the year.
Organised by Stockton Council
the four-day event from Tuesday,
July 30 to Friday, August 2 takes in
some of region’s best courses and
offers golfers the chance to play at
exclusively discounted rates.
There are also daily prizes and an
overall prize for the best aggregate
score across the four-day tour
competition and players can choose
to enter the whole four days or
individual days and have the choice
to play individually or as a group.
Four excellent courses are on offer
– Billingham, Eaglescliffe, Teesside
and Wynyard.
Billingham combines both an
undulating golf course and wildlife
haven with views spanning Teesside
and the Cleveland Hills – and it’s a
pretty good test as is Eaglescliffe, a

picturesque parkland course set in a
loop of the River Tees. The course is
renowned for its fast sloping greens
and signature 14th hole, which
winds around the river.
Teesside offers a lovely balanced
parkland course with fairways,
streams and ponds and the 18th
hole has a lake guarding the green
which makes for an exciting finish
under the clubhouse balcony.
The jewel in the crown is the
opportunity to play on the Wynyard
Park course, which hosted the Seve
Trophy in 2005. Set in 200 acres
of mature parkland and featuring
sweeping panoramic views the
course stretches for 7,000 yards
from the back tees.
Stockton Council’s Cabinet
Member for Arts, Leisure and
Culture, Coun. Ken Dixon said:
“Golf fans are in for a real treat
as Stockton Golf Week returns for
its fourth year. This is the perfect
opportunity to enjoy yourself and
play on some of the Borough’s finest

Wynyard’s 8th hole
courses. Stockton Golf week runs
alongside two of the Borough’s
finest flagship events - Stockton
Weekender music festival and
Stockton International Riverside
Festival. Why not extend your golfing
experience and take the chance to
combine a week of golf with live
music, dance, street theatre and
entertainment.” A variety of quality
accommodation is also available
to complete the golfing experience.

From B and B’s to a variety of
national hotel chains.
Daily entrance fees for
Billingham, Eaglescliffe and Teesside
clubs is £15 per person. Wynyard
Golf Club costs £20 a day per
person.
To find out more information or to
register visit www.stockton.gov.uk/
golfweek call (01642) 528130 or
email visitorinformation@stockton.
gov.uk.

DARE TO BE DIFFERENT.
BE A REBEL.

public will come to watch the action and
support the home nations”
England has hosted this
championship twice before, in 1971 at
Ganton and 1991 at Wentworth, and on
both occasions the home team won the
gold medal. Altogether England has won
this championship eight times, most
recently in 1993. and runner-up in 1999,
2005 and 2009.
England Golf are looking for
volunteers to help run the event and
anyone interested should contact
Fulford on 01904 413579.

The award winning
Volvo V40 D2 R-Design in
‘Rebel Blue’ of course.

CREDIT EXAMPLE

Non-member golf enquires to 01904 413579 ext 5 OR

see www.fulfordgolfclub.co.uk for on line bookings and last minute deals
Sure, you can drive the car that everyone else thinks is the ‘must have’ car. That’s fine if you like to follow the crowd.
If you like to blend in. However, why not stand out, be different, be a Rebel.

JOIN THEREBELUTION.

Special Mill Price
Deposit or Part Ex
Balance to Finance
36 Monthly payments of
GMEV*
Total Amount Repayable

APR

£21,400
£5,725
£15,675
£199.70
£10,842.50
£23,756.70

5.9%

VOLVO CARS NORTH EAST
Fulford (York) Golf Club - 01904 413579, Heslington Lane, York, YO10 5DY
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Mill Newcastle

Mill Sunderland

Mill Stockton

Mill Harrogate

Scotswood Road,
Newcastle NE15 6BZ

Wessington Way,
Sunderland SR5 3HR

Preston Farm Business Park,
Stockton TS18 3SG

St James Retail Park,
Knaresborough HG5 8PY

millvolvo

@millvolvo

www.millnortheast.co.uk

Tel: 0800 612 4715

The price is based on a V40 D2 R-Design FUEL CONSUMPTION IN MPG (L/100km) Urban 70.6/4.0, Extra Urban 83.1/3.4, Combined 78.5/3.6, CO2 94g/km. Finance subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. Personal
Contract Purchase based on customer deposit of £5725.00, followed by 36 monthly payments of £199.70. Annual mileage of 10,000 miles, *excess mileage cost of 14.9p per mile applies. Applicant must be 18 or over. Guarantees/
indemnities may be required. At the end of the Personal Contract Purchase there are three options: (1) Part exchange the vehicle, where equity is available (2) Pay the GFV (Guaranteed Future Value) to own the vehicle or (3) Return
the vehicle. Further charges may be made subject to the condition of the vehicle. Santander Consumer (UK) plc T/A Volvo Car Credit RH1 1SR. Car featured for illustration purposes only. Offer ends 30th April 2013.
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Swan song

Bridlington’s
on the ball

Players lace up their boots for the world’s biggest
ever FootGolf Open and to have a ‘hole’ lot of fun

Y

orkshire golf course Bridlington Links
will make history in June. That’s when
they will host the world’s biggest ever
FootGolf competition.
Players from all over the world are expected
to head there for the UK FootGolf Open
Championships on June 22-23.
The championship will be the first to offer a
cash prize and £2,500 will be up for grabs and UK
FootGolf President Mike O’Connor said: “We were
planning to have an international competition
at one of the UK courses in 2013, so when East
Yorkshire Events contacted us about holding a
major competition in the East Riding I jumped at
the chance.
“I think it’s great for local business and tourism
to hold an event like this here, bringing people
from across the country and around the world to
Bridlington, that otherwise would probably never
visit.
“Our opening tournament attracted players
from all over the UK and even a team from
Hungary. The UK Open Championship in June
raises the bar even further and we have already
sold tickets to players from Holland, Belgium and
Hungary, with enquiries from as far away as Italy,
USA and Argentina.”
Mike added that the Bridlington Links course
has stunning views looking out to sea and
Bridlington Bay that are difficult to beat.
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If you’re not sure what FootGolf is then it’s fairly
self- explanatory Similar to golf, the idea is to kick
a football into a hole rather than use a golf club in
the least amount of strokes possible – obviously
the hole is big enough to take a football.
The 18-hole FootGolf course at Bridlington will
cover 2000 yards and finish with play over a water
feature in front of the clubhouse.
Players of all abilities can take part and all
participants will get to play the course on both
days. The lowest combined individual score will
take home the £1,000 first prize with the top 10
players sharing other cash and assorted prizes. In
the event of a draw there will be a closest to the
pin play off to decide the competition.
Competition entry is £25 per player which
covers playing on both days and also includes
free entry into the Official UK FootGolf Open
reception party at the Links Clubhouse on the
Saturday evening.
Spectators will be welcomed to the event and
viewpoints will be set around the course.
Bridlington Links is now controlled by the Pure
Leisure Group, who own the Royal Westmoreland
Golf and Leisure Resort in Barbados, the Lakeland
Leisure Village and Tydd St Giles golf club.
A £3.5m. investment programme is planned for
Bridlington Links providing a fitness and leisure
centre and swimming pool alongside the 18 hole
golf course.

Action from
last year’s
Footgolf World
Cup in Hungary

SWAN Golf Designs have been
carrying out improvements at the
KP Club at Pocklington, near York.
The KP Club has hosted the
Yorkshire final of the William Hunt
Trilby Tour for the past three years
and having built an architecturally
remarkable clubhouse and 10
luxury lodges, Swan have been
brought in to help elevate the
golf course to the same five star
standard.
A new par three signature 15th
sits alongside the second stage
of lodge development and will
improve the flow and challenge
of the 6,035 yard par 70 lay-out
and Swan are to undertake a
comprehensive review of the rest of
the golf course.
Meanwhile KP MEMBERS
raised nearly £1,000 for the
Yorkshire Air Ambulance thanks to
the men’s and ladies captains Steve
Danby and Mary Bryan’s charity.
Despite the lack of any sort
of normal summer, members
managed to clock up a grand total
of £934.
The club also didn’t let the
weather beat them when they
held a mixed Texas Scramble and
despite the cold weather scoring
was very good and the winning
team of Stericker, Cliff, Ford
and Loten came in with a very
creditable final total of 53.7.
Special mention must be made
of the team containing this year’s
captain Paul Weaver, vice-captain
Erik Solugub and Trilby Tour holein-one hero Danny George.
With only three players they
were going to be up against it, but
they were confident they could put
in a good round. Unfortunately,
their confidence was sadly
misplaced at the 16th tee as two
tee shots went out of bounds and
the third was declared a lost ball.
All three had to play another
drive and so they finished down
the field!

Hats off to Rockliffe
The Trilby Tour Final is coming
North for the first time – and
Rockliffe Hall has been asked
to host the prestigious televised
tournament.
The Grand Final will be played
over the Hurworth lay-out on
Wednesday August 28.
This is the first time the final has
been held in the North with previous
venues being The Buckinghamshire,
London Golf Club and Stoke Park, all
in the south of England.
The Trilby Tour is the UK’s
premier televised amateur golf
tournament, broadcast across the
Sky Sports network and was founded
by world-renowned fashion designer
and golf enthusiast William Hunt.
This year more than 1,000

golfers will compete on the Trilby
Tour, taking part in one of the eight
regional championships with the aim
of making the top 10 and earning
the right to play at Rockliffe.
Amateurs compete in a unique
“winner takes all” tournament under
intense pressure with their every
shot being watched by Sky Sports
viewers. To make sure they look
the part each player receives a full
William Hunt golf outfit, trilby hat,
limited edition golf bag and an outfit
for their caddy.
Trilby Tour founder William
Hunt said: “This year we are
staging the Trilby Tour Grand Final
at Rockliffe Hall as it’s a fantastic
venue with incredible facilities and
offers one of the most challenging

courses in the UK. We’ve held the
Trilby Tour Durham Championship
at Rockliffe Hall over the previous
two seasons and there was such a
buzz about the place that we are
proud to be hosting the Grand Final
there this year. It’s going to be an
epic showdown!”
And Rockliffe head pro Jon
Stacey added: “The William Hunt
Trilby Tour is one of the biggest and
most stylish amateur competitions
in the UK. The regional heats have
always been a massive success
and we are delighted to have been
chosen to host the grand final. The
tournament is fiercely competitive
and we’re really excited to host the
event along with so many others
already planned for 2013.”

William Hunt
at Rockliffe Hall
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Dave honoured
for his work
Ryder Cup player and renowned
course designer Dave Thomas
has been made an honorary Life
Member of the European Tour.
Newcastle-born Thomas, who
designed Slaley Hall’s Hunting
course, was presented with a silver
membership card by George O’Grady,
Chief Executive of the European Tour,
at a special luncheon in London
which was also attended by his lifelong friend John O’Leary and special
guest Brendan Foster.
Thomas has links with both Leeds
and Newcastle and he learned his
golf in Northumberland through his
mining roots as his uncle Charles
Nelson owned the Hartley Main
Collieries and his father Bill was a
mining engineer, who worked in both
cities.
The Thomas family lived in
Burradon and Gosforth and Thomas
played at the Bridle Path course

following in his father’s footsteps.
He was playing off two at the age of
14, turning professional a year later
and becoming an assistant at the
Northumberland Club.
He then became a winner on
tour 10 times and tied for the Open
Championship with Australian Peter
Thomson at Royal Lytham in 1958
before losing a 36-hole play-off and
eight years later at Muirfield, he was
joint second behind Jack Nicklaus.
He also played in four Ryder
Cups between 1959 and 1967
and chose to represent Wales – the
country of his father’s birth – 11
times in the World Cup of Golf before
arthritis ended his playing career.
Co-designer of The Belfry with
Peter Alliss, Thomas was also
captain of the PGA during their
centenary year in 2001 and five
years later was made an honorary
life member of the PGA.

Thomas recalled his first
taste of the Ryder Cup when he
watched some of the game’s
greats including Sam Snead
during the 1949 match at
Ganton at the age of 15 having
just turned professional.
“I cannot tell you even today
the impression it left on me
as a player to be, and how
could I achieve the standards
that I watched in that Ryder Cup
at Ganton?” he said. “There was
Sam Snead, Lloyd Mangrum and to
watch them play was inspirational.
To think just 10 years later I played
in my first Ryder Cup in Palm
Springs in California and played
against Sam Snead and Cary
Middlecoff.
“I have very fond memories of
my playing career but by 1969 my
back had gone and it was time to
do something else, and what do
you do? Someone suggested some
design and architecture. Peter
Alliss was involved and we became
designers. Who would have thought
all these years on I would be close
to designing 150 courses. It has
been wonderful to have been part

David Wilkinson and staff at
Whitley Bay

Dave Thomas, left, is awarded
Honorary Life Membership of The
European Tour by Chief Executive
George O’Grady
of it all for the last 60 years. I am
honoured to receive this award.”
Now 78, Thomas said: “The
Hunting is one of my favourites. It is
the only course I have ever designed
in the North East.
“The landscape is fabulous
and it gave me the chance to use
everything I had learned from
playing all over the world to create
a course round the building which
blended in with the breathtaking
natural terrain. I am particularly
proud of the ninth at the Hunting,
one of the best holes in the world.”

Longhirst Hall
G O L F

C L U B

8 FREE
GOLF LESSONS
*Worth
upto £200

A PRO

WITH PG

WITH EVERY NEW 12 MONTH MEMBERSHIP

FOR
ONLY

£495

LESS THAN £9.50 PER WEEK

2 COURSES 36 HOLES
FLORIDA STYLE

PANORAMIC

Longhirst Hall, Morpeth, NE61 3LL
01670 791562 • www.longhirstgolf.co.uk
Offer available on brand new first time Longhirst Hall memberships only. Joining from 7th Mar 13,
when purchasing full 12 month membership package. Offer valid until 30 Apr 13.
Can be withdrawn at anytime
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All change at the Bay
Following 38 years of dedicated
service, Whitley Bay Golf Club’s
Head Greenkeeper Graham Smith
has retired and a new course
manager appointed.
Graham was responsible for
overseeing numerous changes over
the years including the installation
of irrigation systems and the
introduction of many new types of
machinery. He was in charge in
1977 when Whitley Bay staged
the Callers Tournament featuring
a young Seve Ballesteros and

most recently has supervised the
first stages of a bunker renovation
programme.
His successor David Wilkinson,
the former course manager at
Windermere Golf Club in Cumbria is
warming to the task in hand.
David began his career at
Davyhulme Park Golf Club in
Manchester where he spent five
years as an assistant greenkeeper
and completed a three year course
at an agricultural college. He then
spent three years working at top

Middlesbrough
Golf Club

courses in Connecticut, Texas,
Florida and Carolina.
He said: “During my time in the
States, I got to work at Augusta and
play at some of their top courses. It
was a fantastic experience.”
On his return to the UK, David
worked at Royal Cromer in Norfolk
for 10 years before deciding on a
change of direction and moved on
to manage a nursery to broaden his
horticultural knowledge.
Following a seven year break
from the golf world, he returned

Home of the North of England Youths Championship

to greenkeeping duties at Wensum
Valley Golf and Country Club on
the Norfolk coast before moving to
Windermere Golf Club in 2006.
On his role at Whitley Bay, David
said: “This is a great golf course
and there is so much that can be
achieved out there - I will be really
keen on presentation for example,
we have now invested in three hand
mowers and hand-cutting the greens
does make a big difference.
“We’ve also started triple cutting
and re-defining the landing areas
on the fairways, working on the tee
boxes and bringing the course up to
the standard it deserves.”
David is very much involved
in the Greenkeepers’ organisation,
widely known as ‘BIGGA’ and as a
result of his reputation, he has been
invited to Muirfield later this year
The Open.
As for playing the game, he is a
very good amateur golfer, currently
playing off a +1 handicap and has
twice won national championships
and has represented his country.

Great condition
all year round
Excellent facilities
USGA specification greens
Fourball Special
£80.00 available
Wednesday, Friday
& Sunday
Visiting party packages
tailored to suit everyone
Gents Open
£36 pair
Sunday 26th May
Telephone: 01642 311515 (option 2)
Email: enquiries@middlesbroughgolfclub.
co.uk
www.middlesbroughgolfclub.co.uk
Brass Castle Lane, Middlesbrough, TS8 9EE
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Seeing stars
proves a
distraction but
Paisely’s back
on course
The region’s newest professional on the
European Tour, Chris Paisley, tells
Dean Bailey how he has found it so far

C

hris Paisley’s first four
months on the European
Tour have been a huge
learning curve. The Close
House attached Tour Professional has
played events in Africa as well as the
Middle East, making four cuts in nine
events. The 27-year-old has found
some of this season’s venues tough in
comparison to those on the Challenge
Tour.
“The golf courses, certainly on the
desert swing, are tough, the courses
are just brutal,” he said. “Abu Dhabi
especially - the rough was really
penalising. I’m not the longest hitter
and I was finding that when I missed
fairways I was struggling to make pars
because I would have 200 yards into
a small, firm, green with rough and
bunkers all around it. I haven’t got the
power to get a seven-iron up in the air
and stop it on the green.
“Last year there weren’t that many
courses with a lot of rough and the
fairways were a lot wider so missing
them wasn’t much of a problem - you
could knock it out the semi rough
onto the green. I think the premium on
driving accuracy is probably the biggest
difference I’ve noticed.”
The environment on the European
Tour is also a big change for the
Stocksfield-based rookie.
“There’s a lot more going on; the club
reps are at every tournament trying to
get you to try new clubs and there’s just
a lot more people around so it’s a bit
harder to get into your own bubble.”
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Paisley made his debut on the
European Tour in December, 2012 at
the Nelson Mandela Championship
– finishing tied-39th in the weathershortened event. He went on from there
to miss the cut by one the next week at
the Alfred Dunhill Championship before
the Christmas break.
He said: “It was quite nice to get the
first couple of events out the way. Going
into it I guess I didn’t know what to
expect, you tell yourself it’s just the same
game, it’s just golf.
“It’s almost like going to a new school;
you don’t know as many people and
you just don’t feel as comfortable in the
environment. The first tournament was
a strange one, we had a lot of delays and
it ended up being cut to two rounds. It
was nice to make the cut on my first
attempt, I felt like I played well but there
was still a lot of room for improvement.
“Then the next week at Leopard Creek
there was more of a big tournament feel
to it; there were a few more big name
players and it was a great golf course. I
struggled a bit to be honest. Little things
like, on the range Charl Schwartzel came
over and started hitting balls next to me;
it takes some of your focus away from
what you’re doing. I had a bad first 27
holes and then once I settled into things
I started playing really well. I missed the
cut by one, but I was encouraged by the
way I performed.”
Paisley went on to play the Desert
swing; missing the cut by one in Abu
Dhabi before two poor performances in
Qatar and Dubai, finishing tied-122nd

and tied-84th respectively. “It was a bit
of a circus around Abu Dhabi,” he said.
“It was another step up. The day after
Rory McIlroy had signed his Nike deal
I was warming up on the range and he
came over and started hitting balls right
next to me. All of a sudden there were
200 people right behind me. It was just
bizarre, I got really self conscious, I’ve
never had that many people watch me
practice.
“It has happened a few times, you
see all these guys that you’re used to
seeing on TV and then when you see
them in person it’s a little distracting. I’m
normally quite focused and stay in my
bubble at tournaments but it took me
away from that a little bit.”
Paisley came close to making the
cut at the Abu Dhabi HSBC Golf
Championship but found he was
beating himself up after an encouraging
performance. He added: “I was probably
too hard on myself at the time, that first
round I didn’t give myself enough credit.
I think I was in 16th having shot one
under. I didn’t play quite as well the next
day but it was such a tough course that
I was only a fraction out and it just really
highlighted how small the margins are,
I shot four over on Friday and missed
by one. I was really disappointed at the
time but when I look back on it now I
think, ‘actually on such a big stage in one
of my first European Tour starts playing
against probably as good a field as you
can play against, I’ve actually done
alright’.
“The next week, in Qatar, I struggled.
Then Dubai, again I played OK but I was
just being a bit too hard on myself.”
From there, Paisley went on to play
three tournaments in Africa, making
the cut in his last two events the Africa
Open and the Tshwane Open. He added:
“I would say I’ve played a lot better, it’s
maybe the difference in me feeling a lot
more comfortable. Every tournament
I’ve felt more at home. I managed to chip
and putt really well at the Africa Open,
where I finished tied-22nd.”
He followed that up with his best to
date, tied 11th in Morocco at the Golf Du
Palais Royal’s Trophee Hassan II.
Paisley is confident he can continue
his recent form as the tour moves back
into Europe this summer. He said:
“I suppose the big goal has got to be
keeping my card. If I kept my card I
would be happy but I feel like I have got
to aim a bit higher than that, I feel like
I could win a tournament. My game’s
maybe not been there, but I know that
when I am playing well it’s good enough
to win.”

Stockton
Golf Week 2013
Tues 30 July — Fri 2 August

Stockton’s annual golf
week tees off for the fourth
time offering golfers of all
abilities the opportunity to
take part in a challenging
four day golf event.
Tues 30 July - Teesside
Wed 31 July - Eaglescliffe
Thur 1 August - Billingham
Fri 2 August - Wynyard
Players are welcome in
groups or as individuals
and prizes will be awarded
on each day as well as for
the full 4 day competition.
If you would like further
information on Stockton
Golf Week please visit
stockton.gov.uk/golfweek
or contact Stockton’s
Visitor Information Centre
on 01642 528130.

Arts, Culture and Leisure
Big plans for great experiences

Making Golf
affordable to all

Telephone 0191 2581598
Unit 37, Royal Quays Outlet
Coble Dene, North Shields
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE29 6DW

www.greengorillagolf.co.uk
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Garforth’s centenary
in full swing

Tankard toasts
Washington new boy

Garforth Club captain, Andy King, had the
honour of teeing off it’s centenary season

A

large crowd witnessed
Andy drive a long
straight drive from the
recently rebuilt first tee
which includes new starters hut and
commemorative plaque.
The club held its first medal
competition in June 1913 following a
redesign of the course by legendary
golf architect Dr Alister MacKenzie.
As part of its celebrations the
club will host the Mackenzie Medal
organised annually by the MacKenzie
Golf Society and will also welcome the
Yorkshire Golf Union for the County
Team Championship as well as a
centenary exchange day with fellow
centenary club Lytham Green Drive.
A members Gala Dinner in June
will close a week long festival of golf

with different member competitions
played each day. The dinner will be
held at the De Vere Oulton Hall.
Andy, who is 51 and a member of
Garforth for more than 20 years, said:
“What a great honour to lead our club
at this point in our history and I am
looking forward to working with club
president John Macmillan and Ladies
centenary captain Nancy Castle to
celebrate our milestone year.”
Andy is a past captain of the Leeds
Golf Union and has just stepped down
as the Yorkshire County Captain. He
still has a scratch handicap.
President John Macmillan has
been a member of Garforth for over
30 years. He has been a past captain
of Garforth Golf club and a former
president of the Leeds Golf Union.

Andy with family next to commemorative plaque with Harry,
Georgie and partner Joanne

Andy King teeing off

I

t’s all change at Washington – but
the ambition of making the course
one of the best venues in the
North remains the same.
Rob Tankard has moved on to
Masters Golf as area representative for
the North of England and Jonny Mould
has stepped up to become Director of
Golf at Washington.
He intends carrying on the work
started by Rob with a drive to recruit
new members and with fees starting at
just £295 for what Washington has to
offer he should have little problem.
The Washington course has always
been a fine lay-out and work is ongoing
to maintain its improvement with head
greenkeeper Mark Hornsby having
started a two-year project to improve
drainage and greens.

Claremont Road, Whitley Bay, Tyne and Wear, NE26 3UF
Secretary: Dawn Ridley 0191 252 0180
Professional: Peter Crosby 0191 252 5688
Email: whitleybaygolfclub@virginmedia.com
Website: whitleybaygolfclub.co.uk

Monday 8th - Thursday 11th July
Your chance to play 4 of the FINEST courses in the Red Rose County on 4 consecutive days!
The Lancashire area has some of the ﬁnest golf courses in the country and these 4 have been selected to provide
a challenge for golfers of all levels, combining quality and tradition of Links and Parkland courses.
Fairhaven Golf Club A Championship course originally designed by
James Braid that has hosted many Final Qualifying
Competitions for the Open, when played at the
nearby Royal Lytham St Annes. Described by Peter
Allis as ‘a real hidden gem’ Fairhaven is listed in Golf
Worlds ‘Best Open Qualifying Courses’.

Penwortham Golf Club Nestling on the banks of the River Ribble, the
undulating and wooded slopes create a classic
Parkland course dating back to 1908. Penwortham is
a PGA Qualifying venue and has recently hosted the
Lancashire Seniors Open and co-hosted the 2012
UK Corporate Games.

Preston Golf Club A stunning Parkland course of 6,312 yds, established
in 1892 and subsequently modiiﬁed by famous
designers such as James Braid, Harry Vardon &
Alistair Mackenzie. Preston recently hosted the 2012
Lancashire Amateur Championships and co-josted
the UK Corporste Games.

4 Person Team, maximum handicap limit of 24, 18 holes per days, all competitors play the same course each day.
Cumulative Stableford points over the 4 days. Prizes for the ﬁrst 8 teams
and daily prizes for the best scores on each of the 4 days. Cost: £100 per person (£400 per team)

Details on www.prestongolfclub.com/classic.pdf
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Moving up and moving on Jonny Mould (left) and Rob Tankard

Whitley Bay Golf Club

The Lancashire Classic
Golf Tour 2013
St Annes Old Links Golf Club A 6,941 yards Par 72 classic Championship Links
course. Voted in the top 100 golf courses in England
in 2011 with their signature hole, the 9th voted the
top 9th hole in GB & I by Golf World in 2010. Old
Links recently hosted Local Final Qualifying for the
2012 Open.

Work has also been going on to re-fit
the club shop with the new clubhouse
offering much improved facilities to
enhance the course, seven hole par
three academy course and 20-bay
covered floodlit driving range.
For more information on
membership call 0191 417 8346 and
email gsd@georgewashington.co.uk
Meanwhile, Rob is looking to his
new role with Masters Golf and he can
be contacted on 07740 029804 and
mde@mastersgolf.co.uk.
Unfortunately, he has had to
relinquish his involvement with the
North East Audi Masters Series, which
is based on the 36 hole scratch amateur
events throughout the North-East
and an announcement on who will be
taking over is expected soon.

Membership from £45 per month
7-Day, 6-Day and 5-Day Memberships
are currently available
Very attractive terms for the Under-30s as
Intermediates and Juniors e.g. 24 year of age =
£30 per month for 7-day Membership
All details are on the website

Visitors
Visitors, Visiting Parties and Societies
are always welcome
Please check the website for details of special deals
e.g. £70 for a fourball at certain times
On-line booking available soon

2013 Open Competitions
Seniors’ Open – Thursday, 11 July 2013
Mixed Open – Sunday, 28 July 2013
Ladies’ Open – Thursday, 8 August 2013
Men’s Open – Sunday, 18 August 2013
Full details on the website

New Golfers
Café Golf for Ladies, Academy Golf for Men and
our Junior Academy allow new golfers to learn and
experience the game in a club environment
These packages include tuition with Peter Crosby,
our PGA Professional, access to the golf course and
practice facilities and use of the Clubhouse
Check the website for further information

For further information or to arrange an introductory visit
please contact Dawn or Peter by telephone or email
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From fast
bowler to big
swinger
This season will be Steve Harmison’s 17th at Durham CCC.
As the Ashington Express comes towards the end of his cricket
career, he tells Dean Bailey how he is spending more time on
the golf course and is reaping the rewards

S

teve Harmison has been a permanent
fixture at the Riverside since his first-class
debut in 1996 – playing a total of 211 times
for his home county. The paceman has also
enjoyed a glittering international career, representing
England 123 times in all forms of the game, taking
303 wickets.
Harmison was a relatively late starter when it came
to the fairways.
“Before I started at Durham I didn’t play golf,” he
said. “I had never picked up a club before that because
of time and finances. I never really had too many
people to play golf with either. All my mates played
football and cricket that was it.
“I was 18 when I started playing golf, at the same
time I got into the cricket side. I never really took it
seriously until I finished playing cricket for England.”
Harmison’s golf has progressed rapidly since his
last England cap, the final Ashes test of 2009 at the
Oval – where his 3-54 in the final innings helped
England to a 2-1 victory.
“In the last five years I’ve gone from a
15-handicapper down to five just because I’ve had a lot
more time on my hands,” said the 34-year-old.
“I’m fortunate enough to be a member of two clubs,
Newbiggin and Longhirst and they are both playable
12 months of the year. I can play when I want and the
course I play at is, the majority of the time, in very
good nick. For me Newbiggin is one of the best courses
in the North East from September to March – there
are not many places like it.
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“Longhirst in the summer, with the two courses
being in fantastic condition, you can always get a
game on a very good, tough course. I feel as though I
have got the balance right, I have got two clubs to play
at and I’ve got friends at both clubs, so I can always get
a decent game.”
For Harmison, golf and cricket require a lot
of similar skills. That means many cricketers can
quickly develop to play at a good standard. “Handeye co-ordination is obviously massive in both sports
so cricketers tend to pick it up quite quickly,” he
explained. “You get a lot of bowlers who are very good
at golf because they tend to play across the line a lot
with the bat, which definitely helps the golf swing.
“They play a lot of golf on tour now because they
can take their clubs away with them – we weren’t
normally allowed to take ours. Out of the current crop;
Jimmy Anderson is a very good nine-handicapper;
Andrew Strauss is very good off two.
“Andrew is probably the best golfing cricketer that
I have played with. Michael Vaughan thought he was
a good golfer but he’s horrible – I think Vaughany’s off
eight or nine now.
Harmison’s love of the game has been driven
as much by his Durham teammates and their
competitiveness as it has his own passion, he
explained. “Neil Killeen and Paul Collingwood have
been teammates of mine since the early days. I think
me and Paul made our debuts in ‘96, Neil in ‘95 and all
three of us are still at Durham, so we’ve spent a lot of
time with each other and golf is a big thing in our lives.
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golfnews
COME IN AND VISIT OUR NEW STORE LOCATED AT
ROSEBERRY GRANGE COMMUNITY GOLF CLUB

LEDA

DISCOUNT GOLF CENTRE
All Major Manufacturers stocked
Steve Harmison and Andrew Flintoff

Harmy’s army
of charity stars
Paul plays off three, Neil’s off seven. Out of the
current crop at Durham there are some dodgy
handicaps. Graeme Onions is very good, but he’ll
not play off anything lower than 14 – he seems to
win and go up instead of down!”
Throughout his time with England, as well
as Durham, Harmison has had the privilege of
playing all over the world.
“I played in a golf day in India in 2004 with
two cricketing legends in Madan Lal and Kapil
Dev, who I knew reasonably well. We teamed up
with Shiv Kapur who I have got to know even
better since through our management company
ISM. Playing in that group was a fantastic
experience.”
It was while on tour with England in New
Zealand that Harmison played what has become
his favourite course anywhere in the world.
“It is a place called Cape Kidnappers. It is
phenomenal,” he said. “It is basically 300 feet
high rock out on the coast and the golf course
has been cut into the rock face. If you miss the
fairway you’ve got a 350 foot drop into the ocean.

Steve
Harmison

“It is an unbelievable golf course, you couldn’t
dream of it, the way it’s shaped up.
“It costs an arm and a leg to play it, I played
with Paul, Otis Gibson and Philip Mustard and
it was like, ‘we might not come back to New
Zealand again this is one of the top 10 courses
in the world and I am playing it no matter how
much it costs”.
Looking towards the end of his cricket career
and the future, Harmison wants to go out with a
bang. He added:”In my benefit year I would love
for Durham to win the County Championship –
that would be the ultimate goal.
“After that I’m not really sure to be honest,
whether it’s something to do with TV or in the
coaching side or even just moving away from the
sport all together.
“It would be nice to get down to scratch.
Whether I’m good enough is another question. It
will not be for the want of trying.
“First and foremost I want to finish my career
on a high and win a trophy at Durham. That
would cap it off as a fantastic year for me.’

Fantasy fourball
Jack Nicklau - he comes
across on TV as such a
humble man who was just a
fantastic golfer. Every time I
hear him speak I think ‘wow,
what a person’ and how
good he was, how good the
stats are and what you hear
about him.
Tiger Woods is probably
the greatest ever golfer.
And somebody outside of
golf who I’ve met loads of
times and he’s a lovely man
is Sir Garfield Sobers, I
think he still plays golf now,
he struggles to get about the
course but he still plays over
in Barbados. When he was
playing cricket, he was an
unbelievable golfer.

WILTON
1932 - 2013

GOLF CLUB

2013 Special Offers

Round Of Golf Plus 3 Srixon Balls £18.99*
Coffee & bacon roll on arrival,
Round of Golf, Two course meal £28.00
Four ball £60.00 - Includes coffee & bacon roll on arrival
* Srixon Distance Balls - Tee off after 1pm

Contact Claire Harvey 01642 465265 • email secretary@wiltongolfclub.co.uk
Wilton, TS10 4QY

F

ootballing legend Alan
Shearer and Andrew
Flintoff will start Stephen
Harmison’s benefit year
off in style as they join guests for the
committee’s first golf day and dinner
of the year – at Slaley Hall on Tuesday
May 28.
A four ball for this event, which
includes four places at the evening
dinner, is priced at £650+VAT.
Tickets for the dinner only are £50.
Accommodation can also be arranged
for those people that really want to let
their hair down!
Guests who join them for the full
day will enjoy a light brunch before
heading out onto the course and
recording every shot on the live VPAR
scoring system that allows each team
to keep an eye on the leaderboard as
they proceed around the course.
Once your scores are handed you’ll

have some time to mingle in the bar
before the reception drinks are served
ahead of a three course dinner.
After the prizes have been
dished out – the best players
praised, and worst shamed – the
two special guests will take to
the stage to share their favourite
sporting moments and tales
about the man of the night – The
Ashington Express!
For those unable to make the
Slaley event, a celebrity golf day and
dinner will be held at Close House
on October 9. A three ball (plus a
celebrity) is priced at £1000 + VAT.
Organiser Yvonne Fletcher said:
“With two Ashes wins and two
County Championship medals to his
name Stephen’s contribution to north
east and international cricket speaks
for itself and it would be great if you
could show your support.”

Full range of 2013 hardware including
Ping G25, TaylorMade R1 & RBZ Stage 2,
Cobra AMP Cell & MD Superstrong
- call in for discount price!

2013 Ping Collection Clothing

Huge range of golf bags & electric trolleys
including Powakaddy, Greenhill, Golf Stream etc

Kevin, Marc and Craig
look forward to seeing you!!
WE ARE STILL THE NORTH’S ONLY PREMIER
POWAKADDY AND HILL BILLY SERVICE
AND REPAIR CENTRE
Tel 0191 3701757

Roseberry Grange Golf Commmunity Golf Club,
Chester le Street, DH2 3NF
Find us on facebook www.facebook.com/ledagolf

Ponteland Golf Club
Host of E.G.U. Northern Counties
Mens Qualifying Championship 2012

For more details, or to book, please contact Yvette Thompson on
07960 215333 or email Yvette@harmy611benefit.co.uk

Karl’s mind games
HOW would you like to take five
shots off your scoring without
changing you swing?
Well, one of golf ’s top mind
coaches Karl Morris will be at Matfen
Hall this month to show you how.
He’ll be at Matfen on Tuesday April
30 at 7p.m. to reveal how you can do it
and having worked with former world
number one Lee Westwood, Darren
Clarke, Graeme McDowell, Charl
Schwartzel, Louis Oosthuizen and
many others, it’s fair to say he probably

knows what he’s talking about.
Billed as “5 shots off your game
without changing your swing” the
evening has been organised by
Matfen’s J J Vallely
Tickets are £25 and will be
sold on a first come first served
basis and the price includes
refreshments More information
is available and bookings can be
made with Vallely on
07899090777 or email him on
jjvallely@yahoo.co.uk.

All categories of membership available including
SPECIAL OFFER!
New category of membership.
5 day, no voting rights, no joining fee!
£650 Per annum + Afﬁliation fees
PLUS
NEW Intermediate with NO JOINING FEE
Age18 - 22 - £325* • Age 23 - £350
Age 24 - £375 • Age 25 - £400 • Age 26 - £425
Age 27 - £450 • Age 28 - £475 • Age 29 £500
Subscription starts 1st May
* Further 50% discount if full time student

For further information telephone 01661 822689
email: secretary@thepontelandgolfclub.co.uk
www.thepontelandgolfclub.co.uk
53 Bell Villas, Ponteland, NE20 9BD
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CourseReview

Coursereview
The Rudding Park course has its own
attractive clubhouse and the Repton
six hole short course is attached to the
golf academy and driving range and is
certainly worth a visit because this is no
pitch-and-putt layout.
It has one parkland hole, two woodland
and two water holes and an island
signature hole - a replica of the notorious
17th at Sawgrass. It can be played in only
an hour and it’s huge fun.

fact file

Play and stay is an option worth
considering with golf packages
available and few hotels offer the
use of your own private 14-seat
cinema where you can watch
Caddyshack if you like!

Five star treatment
at Rudding Park

S
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Awards. A steady programme of improvement
and redevelopment has culminated in a state
of the art spa and splendid extension to the
hotel with luxurious bedrooms and even their
own cinema.
Although four star, the hotel is most
definitely of five star standard and the same can
be said of the golf on offer whether it be on main
course, which now comprises of 20 holes or the
truly delightful six hole par three course.
This is no ordinary hotel holiday course.
Designed by Martin Hawtree it can be a real
test at 6,883 yards off the back tees, 6,546 off the
yellows and 5,823 of the red tees.
Water comes into play on several holes and
there are more than a couple vying for the title
of signature hole, including the fourth, fifth, 14th

Hardly surprising then that Lee Westwood
based one of his academy operations here.

GREEN FEES
Monday to Sunday: from £15
Short course: from £5
Society and Corporate Packages:
from £22 to £75
TOTAL DISTANCE
6883 white tees
6546 yellow tees
5823 red tees

Award-winning facilities are matched by a beautiful, testing
golf course as Alan Hedley discovers at Rudding Park
imply stunning. That’s Rudding Park.
Recognised for the quality of its four
star hotel and spa with a Grade 1
Regency house as its centrepiece and a
top quality restaurant, golfers also know it for its
excellent 18 hole championship course and its
truly exceptional six hole Repton Short Course.
Add to that a golf academy and floodlit 18
bay driving range staffed with PGA professionals,
indoor swing studios with video teaching
technology, golf shop with custom club fitting
and you’re in golfing heaven.
And Rudding has just scooped a top award
for the third time in four years, being voted
number one hotel in the UK, second in the top
hotels of Europe and fourth in the top hotels of
the world in the TripAdvisor Travellers’ Choice

contact
Rudding Park, Follifoot, Harrogate, North
Yorkshire, HG3 1JH
Telephone: 01423 872100
Email: golf@ruddingpark.com
Web: www.ruddingpark.co.uk

The state-of-the-art golf academy
adjoining has an 18 bay driving range
with two indoor swing studios equipped
with the latest video technology, an indoor
Tomi putting laboratory and a fantastic
rotunda clubhouse and pro’s shop.

and 15th and there is an excellent finish with a
short par five at 16, a lovely driving hole at 17 and
a strong par four of 414 yards at 18.
Strong support is in evidence to claim the
fourth as the signature hole and it follows a long
par four third of 463 yards. Managing Director,
Peter Banks, no mean player, considers it the best
golf hole on the course.
At 442 yards it starts from an elevated tee and
is dogleg down to a beautiful backdrop of a stand
of pine trees and a lake menacing the approach.
It’s a real risk and reward hole.
Personally, I particularly like the 176 yard par
three fifth across the lake and interestingly, it’s
the first hole with a bunker and there are only 20
bunkers in all on the course.
The 13th is also a terrific hole and at just

341 yards proves a par four doesn’t have to
be long to be difficult, but 14 will be most
people’s choice as the signature hole (see
below) and the 15th is a real thinking man’s
golf hole.
It may not have the visual attraction of
the fourth or 14th but you have to drive down
a tree-lined avenue and be long enough to
make the green, which is cut into the hill, in
two. The fairway is on a slope if you take the
safer route, therefore the ball will always be
above or below your feet, however if you take
the tiger line and are long enough you will
have a flat lie. Again, a risk and reward hole.
A par here is a real bonus and you’re likely
to need it with that excellent finish, especially
the 414-yard 18th which is a cracking hole.

FEATURES
20 holes of parkland golf
Six hole par three course
18 bay driving range and golf academy
PGA coaching staff
Comfortable and welcoming clubhouse
with food and drink
Four star hotel and spa
Quality restaurant
CADDY’S TIP
Work on sharpening up your driving.
You’ll need to be long and straight to
score here.
SIGNATURE HOLE
The 176 yard 14th is a beauty and
almost Augusta like as it is surrounded
by larch trees and rhododendrons.
It’s also a tricky hole in that it’s often
difficult to gauge the wind on the tee
where you cannot feel it and it’s often a
club more than you think.

ALAN HEDLEY’S VERDICT
Yorkshire has several top-quality courses
and this is one of them
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Stage is set for
Seaton Carew

S

eaton Carew will host a full-blown
professional tournament for the first
time this year.
During its 140-year history Seaton
Carew - which is the 10th oldest club in England has staged numerous top amateur events.
Now some of the country’s leading young
professionals will take on what many rate as one of
the best links course in the North.
One hundred plus up-and-coming golfers will
be competing for a first prize of up to £8,000 on July
31-August 1 when the English Tour, the brainchild of
former tournament professional Duncan Carey and
endorsed by current European Tour player Robert
Rock, takes place at Seaton.
The Seaton Carew event will be the ninth stop
on the new tour’s schedule and as it is open to all
current professionals,.
It’s hoped some of the region’s top players will be
taking part and, if his busy playing schedule allows,
it’s hoped Rock will also be in attendance at Seaton
Carew.
The tour is also scheduled to be at

MORPETH GOLF CLUB

Stanley, County Durham, DH9 ORH

Providing Golfing Excellence for over 100 Years
“Be Challenged and Enjoy the Experience”

Memberships

Northumberland course Goswick – another classic
links course - on July 10-11 and makes four visits to
Yorkshire: Moor Allerton (April 24-25), Moortown
(May 22-23), Alwoodley (June 19-20) and Ganton
(Oct 2-3).
The two-day event is part of a busy period for
Seaton which will stage both the Durham County
Veteran Ladies Championship and the Durham
County Men’s Championship in mid-May 2013, and
then play host to the English Amateur Strokeplay
Championship, or as it’s better known the Brabazon
Trophy, in June 2014.
The Seaton Salver, which is also part of the
North East Audi Masters Series and the Yorkshire
Amateur Order of Merit, takes place on June 1
and players and spectators for both that and the
other events will find Seaton in pristine condition
following a major clubhouse refurbishment costing
the best part of £200,000.
The Seaton Salver field and the English Tour
players are likely to experience, Seaton’s Brabazon
Course lay-out – which was named after the 1985
event as it’s the longest and most challenging of

Full only £625
5 Day only £545
Tailored Packages
to suit the individual

Robert Rock, who endorses the English Tour
the different layouts the club can produce from the 22 holes
available. Alister MacKenzie, who went on to create such
masterpieces as Augusta and Cypress Point, had the biggest
influence on Seaton while Frank Pennink added four new holes
in the 1970s.
Famous names who’ve visited the club over the years
include HRH Edward, Prince of Wales, who played at Seaton
Carew in 1930, Walter Hagen, Joe Kirkwood, Sir Nick Faldo,
Justin Rose and Graeme Storm.

DEALS FOR SUMMER 2013

www.morpethgolf.co.uk

SPECIAL GREEN FEE OFFERS
MONDAY & THURSDAY AFTERNOONS
FOUR BALL £60
SUNDAY SOCIETY PACKAGES
FROM £25 PER HEAD
TWILIGHT GOLF AFTER 4 PM
£15 PER HEAD

FLEXIBLE MEMBERSHIP PACKAGES
INTRODUCTORY MEMBERSHIP
£160
INTERMEDIATE MEMBERSHIP
21 to 30, £307 to £613
TWILIGHT MEMBERSHIP
£260

NEW MEDAL COURSE & PRACTICE/ACADEMY FACILITIES OPENING IN THE SPRING

“THE MUST PLAY COURSE FOR 2013”
The Clubhouse, Morpeth, Northumberland, NE61 2BT • Tel: 01670504942 • E-mail: terry@morpethgolf.co.uk
“Where Golfers Matter and Tradition Counts”
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BEAMISH PARK GOLF CLUB

LIFE ON THE ROAD

Rockliffe pro’s family reunion
This last trip has been a very long one and, even
though I only had six days at home before going
back on tour for another three weeks, it means
everything to me to see my family and spend some
quality time with them; getting back into fitting
in with the routines of family; getting up every
morning before 7am to do the kids’ breakfast and
taking my daughter to school- all before doing a
little practice and gym work. Then it’s back home
to spend time with the kids again.
My trip to South Africa has been difficult but a
massive learning experience and I know this game
I play for a living has its ups and downs. I have
to take the positives from the trip which were - for
the first time this season- seeing my name on the
leaderboard. If I can keep getting my name up there
you never know, the door might finally open up to
the winners’ circle. It’s been a while but that’s what
we keep working hard towards.
Before leaving for the Tshwane Open, me and a few
of the caddies went to Justin Rose’s mother’s house
on the estate of Fancourt where the tournament was
held - we were treated to a Braai - or a barbecue
in SA. It was great to catch up with Annie and talk
about the days me and Justin used to go head
to head in the boys’ amateur days, also catching
up on our families. It was a shame my old friend
couldn’t be there but he was competing in the World
Matchplay, we didn’t disappoint though having good
food and great wine, cheers Rosie!!
This last tournament has been a good one for the
confidence, shooting four rounds under par and
finally seeing my name on the leaderboards again. I
played much better after seeing my coach for one of
the days leading into the tournament just to confirm I
was on the right track with things and he told me to
just believe in myself and play golf. I managed to do
that which brought me my best result of the season
thus far finishing 21st and a platform to build on.
While I’m writing this month’s column, even though
it’s a hell of a long trip home, I can’t help feel a buzz
and can’t wait to see my kids’ faces when I get home
- I just hope my son can remember who I am, him
being only 16 months!

Warm Welcome
to our visitors
Enjoy a great Golfing
experience, concluding
with a relaxing meal in
our Club House.
We operate a No closure
policy for the Golf Course

Visitors & Societies
Welcome
Mon only £18 per round
or 4 Ball £60
Tues – Fri £25 per round
or 4 Ball £80
Sat – Sun by arrangement
Tailored Packages
to suit the individual
To book now or find out
more about Our Packages
Telephone the Professional
Chris Cole 0191 370 1984

Email: beamishgolf@btconnect.com
www.beamishgolf.co.uk
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Scenic 18 hole seaside links course designed by the famous
James Braid, adjacent to spectacular Embleton Bay.

Shipley
honour
Newton Shipley has retired
as secretary of the Society
of Northumberland Golf
Captains – a position he has
held for 24 years.
In recognition of his years
of service he was made a
life member at the society’s
annual meeting at the City
of Newcastle club, while
Tony Cawood takes over as
secretary, although Newton
will continue as treasurer.
The Society, now in its 36th
year, has a membership of
over 650, and this year’s
programme of events include:
May 17 Spring Meeting
(Seahouses), June 20 Match
v The Society of Durham Golf
Captains (Beamish Park),
August 30 Autumn meeting
(The Northumberland Club).

Sunset over
Pannal’s 17th green

Ambler’s
new role

Pannal to host
championship
Pannal will host the inaugural North of
England Open Amateur Championship

C

The Open Championship
Qualifying venue will stage
the tournament on October
1-3 after the Northern
Counties decided to set-up the event
with the backing of England Golf.
One intended aim of the
championship is to encourage county
golfers who have played five times for
their respective counties within the
last two years to enter the event.
It’s hoped the counties will take
up an offer to nominate two county
players for the tournament.
The tournament will also be eligible
for World Amateur Golf Ranking
points and will be the final event to
count in the England Titleist Footjoy
Order of Merit.
The choice of Pannal is not
surprising. It’s a beautiful woodland
and heathland course with
outstanding views of Harrogate and
44 Northern Golfer
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the surrounding area and one of the
very few golf courses in Yorkshire to
have hosted Open Regional Qualifying
as well as other major events in recent
years.
For many years the cub has been
a leader in promoting junior golf and
from 1957 to 1964 it staged the British
Amateur Youth Championship.
They hosted it again in 1975 when
it was won by Nick Faldo and 2001
saw the inauguration of the North
of England Under 16 Strokeplay
Championship which ran until 2005,
returned again in 2010 and will do so
again in 2016.
The club has been awarded the
GolfMark seal this year and their
commitment to youngsters includes
junior academy, development,
intermediate and elite group coaching
overseen by club pro David Padgett.
He certainly has the facilities

Adrian Ambler

because in partnership with the club
he has invested in a new high-tech
Golf Studio as part of a redesigned
pro’s shop with a massive projection
screen allows full analysis of all aspects
of the golf swing irrespective of outside
weather conditions and his popular
SAM Putting Lab has also been
relocated into this area.
The closing date for entries
is Monday, September 9 and the
handicap limit is 1.4 with an entry
fee of £55. Contact: Dennis Trickett,
EG Northern Counties secretary
at 8 Derriman Grove, Sheffield S11
9LE, telephone 0114 2491625 , email:
dennistrickett@yahoo.co.uk or visit
www.ncgu.co.uk

Adrian Ambler expects to
take his role of PGA North
Region captain in his stride.
“It’s a great honour and I
jumped at the chance when
I was offered it,” said the
42-year-old professional at
Wakefield club Low Laithes.
“I fully intend playing in all
the main tournaments this
season which means I’ll
be able to fulfil my official
commitments with ease.”
Former Yorkshire PGA
captain, president and now
vice-chairman, Ambler won
the De Vere North Region
Championship at Herons’
Reach and Lancashire Open
title at North Shore last year.

Dunstanburgh Castle Golf Club
VISITORS & SOCIETIES WELCOME INCLUDING WEEKENDS

Spring Special
Coffee & bacon roll on arrival,
round of golf followed by soup, large filled roll & chips
£26 per person Mon-Fri • £30 per person weekends

A

successful young
entrepreneur is bucking
the retail slump by
launching his online
e-commerce golf shop combined with
a summer golfing tour planned around
a number of high profile courses in the
North East and North Yorkshire.
Andy Dawson, 29, of North
Tyneside has been self-employed since
the age of 25. Firstly with his with
his own ultrasonic golf club cleaning
business and most recently (since late
2011) with his Royal Quays retail store
The Golf Bunker. Not one to shy from a
challenge Andy has now launched his
e-commerce golf store - Green Gorilla
Golf .
Andy explained: “The online store
will naturally receive some sales from
customers of The Golf Bunker, however
it is in essence, a brand new venture
with no client base and a huge amount
of competition. I knew I needed a way
to stand out which wasn’t solely based
on price or my range of stock.
“Working with the design team
at SMS designs we came up with all
sorts of names and then, in a moment
of hilarity, I suggested Green Gorilla.
We laughed at the thought of a huge,
jungle beast strolling the fairways and
expertly wielding a dainty club! It was

our eureka moment. We undertook
market testing with golf enthusiasts
and almost 100% remembered the
name after a week. In a market place
with countless suppliers this was a
great result and the name stuck.”
As for the Green Gorilla Golf Tour,
the events have been scheduled to take
place between May and October and
is Yorkshire’s and the North East’s only
Amateur Tour. The format is stableford
pairs, run in association with www.
greengorillagolf.co.uk and providing
some very special offers for Northern
Golfer Readers leading up to the first
events in May.
Leeds based Dennis ChadwickTaylor who has teamed up with the
Green Gorilla project said: “There
will be over £500 worth of prizes at
each event. There will be a order of
merit (best results from at least four
events to qualify), and the winning pair
will both receive a custom fit set of
RocketBladez TaylorMade irons worth
£500 each.”
Dennis added: “We will also be
running four-man team events at some
of Yorkshire’s finest courses limited to
20 teams or less.”
These are to be staged at
Headingley on June 20th, Ilkley on July
17 and Lindrick on August 22.

Leadbetter’s move to Leeds

L

eeds Golf Centre
has become the UK
headquarters of the
Leadbetter Golf Academy
arguably the most famous name in
golf tuition.
Senior Leadbetter professional
Chris Parker, who has been with the
Leadbetter Academy since 2003, will
run the new academy.
David Leadbetter is one of the
world’s top golf instructors and coach

to countless PGA Tour, European
Tour, LPGA Tour and Champions
Tour players and was famously the
man who helped Nick Faldo remodel
his swing which led to six Major wins.
Over the past 30 years Leadbetter
Golf Academy tour players have
amassed over a dozen Major
Championship titles and over 100
individual worldwide tournament
victories and he has built network of
academies around the globe.

For further information about Leeds Golf Centre visit www.leedsgolfcentre.com
or call 0113 288 6000.

Embleton, Northumberland, NE66 3QX - Tel: 01665 576562
email: enquiries@dunstanburgh.com - www.dunstanburgh.com
Our free draining links course means we hardly ever close due to bad weather!

SEAHAM GOLF CLUB
MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE NO JOINING FEE
GREAT DEALS FOR
GROUPS OF 4 OR MORE
Contact the Secretary
Terry Johnson 0191 5811268

PLAY GOLF MONDAYS
FOR ONLY £12
WEEKEND TWILIGHT
ONLY £15 AFTER 2PM
Contact Andrew
on 0191 5130837

email: seahamgolfclub@btconnect.com
www.seahamgolfclub.co.uk
Shrewsbury Street, Seaham, Co. Durham SR7 7RD

@ Wearside Golf Club
SERVICE AGENT
THE REGION’S NEWEST
&
SPECIALIST RETAILER!
OPENING OFFER

• Half Price Battery Tests during April and May 2013
• FREE Accessory Station and Accessory with every
Electric Trolley purchased before 31st May 2013

SERVICES AVAILABLE INCLUDE:

• Battery Testing for all models of battery
(Lead Acid & Lithium) with Pass/Fail Ceritifcate
• Trolley Repair (
Specialist)
• Trolley Service (
Specialist)

Also in store:

Taylor Made R1 & RBZ Stage 2, Callaway X Hot, Nike Covert,
Cobra AMP Cell & Titleist 913 ranges of woods PLUS MANY MORE!
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE (INCLUDING
ONLINE RETAILERS) FOR ANY NON-PART EXCHANGE PURCHASE!

Bargain Golf Equipment – The region’s sleeping giant just awoke!
Give us a try – you’ll be surprised!
Flagship Store
Seaham Golf Club
Shrewsbury Street, Seaham
Co. Durham, SR7 7RD
0191 5130837

Motocaddy Service Agency (& Shop)
Wearside Golf Club
Coxgreen, Sunderland
Tyne & Wear, SR4 9JT
0191 5344269
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The Harry Colt designed Peebles golf course

Patriotic Gifts 4 U

GOLFERNEWS

Tees, Gloves and Accessories
Prices start from £1.95
New items added as they
become available - all prices
include p&p

www.patrioticgifts4u.co.uk

We sell all types of
tees - plastic & wood
Pay by cheque/paypal
(see website for details)

Backworth Golf Club

In the Scottish Borders we
always look forward to
seeing you on the first tee.

MEMBERSHIPS 2013
Full £397.00
Junior membership from £55.00
Telephone the Manager
John Robinson on 0191 2684247
Vistors & Societies Welcome
Summer Green fees from 1st Aptil
Monday - Friday - Adult £18 - Junior £10
Sundays after 12.30pm Adults £20 - Juniors £10
10 Hole parkland course
Telephone 0191 2689131 for course
availability, information and events
set in 90 acres of grounds

The Scottish Borders is well known for its superb
scenery and ancient towns. Add to this 21 golf courses
and Scotland’s bestselling golf pass and you’ve got the
perfect golf break.

Email:backworthminers@virgin.net www.backworthminers.co.uk/golf
The Hall, Backworth, NE27 0AH

Luke Donald supports the British Heart Foundation

Hire – Sales – Service

Club Car Golf &
Utility Vehicles
Special events, daily or weekly hire
Contact MTS
Suppliers to the North

Visit our Showroom or
Telephone 0191 4102432 or 01924 387007
Email: Enquiries@golfandutilityvehicles.co.uk

Come and visit our stand at the BTME
in Harrogate – January 22nd – 24th
46 Northern Golfer
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Luke’s big heart

T

he world number three,
Luke Donald is backing
the competition which
raises much needed
funds towards beating the UK’s single
biggest killer.
Luke said: “I’m passionate about
getting young people into golf and
the British Heart Foundation’s (BHF)
Junior Golf Championship is a great
way to enjoy the game while raising
life-saving funds for the nation’s
heart charity.
“I’d encourage all golf clubs and
schools to get their junior golfers
involved for this fantastic cause and
wonderful competition.”
The competition gets under
way in this area with preliminary
rounds at Durham City Golf Club
on Monday 8 April. There’s a further
round in Hartlepool at Castle Eden
Golf Club on Wednesday 29 May.
Teams of three junior golfers will

compete to win a place in the Grand
Final at Close House, Newcastle
by winning their round or through
exceptional fundraising. Top teams
will also be in with a chance of
winning a host of top prizes.
Carl Jones, BHF Fundraising
Volunteer Manager for the Junior
Golf Championship, said: “Every
seven minutes someone dies of a
heart attack - by entering teams
and fundraising for us, you will be
helping the BHF to continue with
its life saving work. We couldn’t do
what we do without the generous
support of our fundraisers to support
the charity.”
To find out more or to enter a
team into the Championship,
contact Angus Miller on 07736
150339, email angusmiller@
blueyonder.co.uk or visit bhf.org.
uk/juniorgolf. Golfers must be 18
or under to enter.

While perhaps the two most iconic golfing venues in
the Scottish Borders are The Roxburghe near Kelso and
the Macdonald Cardrona close to Peebles, this stunning
region has much more to offer.
Choose from golfing gems such as The Hirsel, Duns,
Hawick and Eyemouth - the only coastal course in the
region and where you’ll find ‘one
of the most extraordinary holes
in Britain’.
There’s also great value for
money on offer. The Freedom
of the Fairways Golf Passport
provides discounted rates on 21
local courses. Prices start from
£60 for 3-days and from £100 for
5-days.
For more information, to help
plan your golfing break or to buy your pass, call 01835
863170 or go to www.visitscottishborders.com/golf

WIN a fantastic golf break in
the Scottish Borders
The prize includes:
n

1 nights bed and breakfast for 2 people at
the 3-star Tontine Hotel, Peebles.

n

A round of golf for 2 on the picturesque
Peebles golf course.

The Tontine Hotel, Peebles

To enter, simply go to
www.visitscottishborders.com/golfprize
and register your details

We’ll point you in the right direction
No purchase necessary. Draw closes 31/05/2013. Open to all residents aged 18 or over of the UK, CI, IoM and ROI except employees of
VisitScotland, Northern Golfer Magazine, the Tontine Hotel, Peebles Golf Club, their agents or anyone professionally connected with the
promotion. Promoter VisitScotland, Edinburgh, EH6 6JH. Full Terms and Conditions: www.visitscottishborders.com/golfprize
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Swing into the 2013 season with
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Marshalls Golf

Golf in the Scottish Borders
Traditional country inn ideally situated
for playing MINTO, THE HIRSEL,
KELSO, HAWICK plus many more.
12 en-suite bedrooms with tv, wi-fi,
tea/coffee making facililties, Sky tv.
Restaurant and bar serving excellent home
cooked food and cask ales (good pub guide)

early spring savers

Ping G25
New
ONLY
2013
£230
Drivers
All these drivers come
with a dozen FREE golf
balls of your choice

TaylorMade
RBZ
Stage 2

£209

Ping G20 4
- SW steel

Irons
Clearance

£479

TaylorMade
RBZ steel

Ping G15
4 - SW steel

NOW

NOW £325 NOW £349

2013 Shoes
Adidas Adizero
6 spike

ONLY

£69.99

Adidas Adizero
Tour

ONLY

£109

2013 Ladies
& Gents
Clothing
Major Brands
stocked including
Lyle & Scott,
Galvin Green, Adidas,
Ivanhoe & Ashworth

Full range of carry, stand and
trolley bags at great prices!!

Callaway RAZR
Fit Extreme

£309

TaylorMade R1

ONLY

£299

Tel: Karen or Dave on 01450 870305
crosskeysdenholm@btopenworld.com
www.crosskeysenholm.co.uk
Five Star Tripadvisor Certificate of Excellence

ONLY

£219

The Green, Denholm, Scottish Borders, TD9 8NU

Adrian and Warren Marshall

Titleist D2
& D3 913
OUR PRICE

£299
Just arrived
in our new
custom room
The GC2
Simulator Flight
System
The most
accurate up to
date system
on the
market today!!
Ring now
for details!

as used by

Telephone 0191 4384223
Marshalls Golf Shop, Heworth Golf Club,
Gingling Gate, Heworth, NE10 8XY

Remember we offer the best prices possible!
We look forward to seeing you soon!
NEGBOOK.indb 48-49

The Auld
Cross Keys Inn

Callaway X Hot

B&B only £35.00 pp sharing
twin room or £45.00 pp single

Heworth home
to new system

M

arshalls Golf Shop and
Academy have taken
another step on their
progression, which
began 12 years ago.
Set up by brothers Adrian and
Warren Marshall and based at
Heworth Golf Club, it has become one
of the top golf outlets in the North
and is ideally situated to provide
training and coaching for the golfing
enthusiast.
Now they have installed the GC2
system in a new teaching and customfitting studio. The GC2 measures exactly
what’s happening at the moment your
club hits the ball, measuring ball speed,
back and side spin, launch angle, and
calculates the carry and total distance
of the shot.
There are other launch monitor
systems, some using radar and some
using cameras, but the GC2 is small,
portable and can run on batteries
which means it can be used outdoors

and indoors. It’s also a massive plus
in deciding club choice and custom
fitting as clubs can be tweaked and
adjusted – a major bonus in the view
of both Adrian and Warren - while
the system which allows the playing
of indoor golf on courses such as The
Belfry and Augusta with the use of
television monitors and a big screen.
Both Adrian and Warren have
spent just about all their professional
career here in the North East, Adrian
starting as a junior at Heworth
winning the club championship at the
age of 17.
He turned professional a year
later spent two years at Brancepeth
Castle before joining Richard Phipps
at Wallsend and then moving with
Richard to Boldon before leaving to
start Marshalls Golf at Heworth with
his brother Warren in 2001.
Warren was assistant to Steve
McNally at Boldon, head teaching pro
at Washington for eight years.

Golfing Offers 2013
4 Ball - £50.00
Monday, Tuesday
& Thursday

Visiting Parties Welcome

Golf Lessons
5 x 1/2 lessons - £60.00
Telephone the Professional
on 0191 2860594

Packages from £26.00 per
person (Mon - Fri only)
Memberships available
Telephone the Secretary
on 0191 286 7636 or
email wgc@btconnect.com

WEsTErhoPE Golf Club
Whorlton Grange, Westerhope, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, NE5 1PP
www.westerhopegolfclub.com

Have a game at one of the BEST Courses
and FRIENDLIEST clubs in the North East
Enter one of Heworth Golf Clubs
2013 Opens
Sunday 5th May K. J. Shivers 36 hole Scratch £25 inc lunch
Monday 17th June 4 Man Texas Scramble £40 per team
Saturday 22nd June Mens Open 4BBB £16 per pair

Pat’s pleased
Rudding Park played host to the
England Birdies North Year 2 squad
with Wilton’s Pat Smillie casting an
eye over her charges, which included
England under 13 champion
Hollie Muse.
“I was pleased with the progress
made both on the golf side and the
improvement in physical fitness,”
she said.

The squad (left to right) are: Louisa Brunt (Manchester),
Megan Clarke (Cleckheaton), Hollie Muse (West Lancs),
Katie-Jane Stanley (Birkdale), Abigail Smee (Gansted Park).

Tuesday 16th July Seniors Open 4BBB £16 per pair
Wednesday 14th August Ladies Team of 4 Open £28 per team
Saturday 17th August AM-AM entry fee TBC
Sunday 18th August Mixed Open £16 per pair
Monday 19th August Junior Open £5
Monday 2nd September Seniors
4 Man Texas Scramble £40 per team

To enter any of the above please ring
0191 4699832 option 1
or email
bernie@theheworthgolfclub.co.uk or
secretary@theheworthgolfclub.co.uk
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FOR THE BEST GOLFING HOLIDAYS UNDER THE SUN

Spain • Portugal • Turkey • Tunisia
and many other destinations

Moor the merrier in
Allerton’s big year
Top tournaments and special events will help mark 90th
birthday celebrations for popular Yorkshire golf course

I

t’s set to be a big year at Moor Allerton.
The Yorkshire club is celebrating its 90th
anniversary and is gearing up for a year
of celebrations and events including a
Europro Tour tournament and a visit from the
new English Tour, which is backed by European
Tour player Robert Rock.
The Europro Tour will be at Moor Allerton
on September 23-27, but the English Tour event
takes place this month on April 24-25 and the
club will also be hosting the Ladies National Golf
Tournament on May 23 - an event which has a
long tradition among the 13 clubs in the UK which
have a Jewish heritage.
Every year, the clubs send teams to the host
club to compete in singles and doubles matches,
accompanied by their caddies and supporters,
and Moor Allerton is delighted to be staging the
tournament next month.
The EuroPro Tour event will be a chance to
see some of the country’s aspiring young pros in
action. It has played a vital part in the early careers
of some of the biggest names in golf, including
Nicolas Colsaerts, Ross Fisher, Louis Oosthuizen
and Charl Schwartzel.
50 Northern Golfer
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The new English Tour is a series of 18 tworound tournaments and, like the Europro Tour,
aims to be a stepping stone to the big time.
Competitors from the Europro and English
Tours will find a quality course when they visit
as Moor Allerton boasts a challenging 27 holes,
designed in three loops of nine by renowned golf
course architect Robert Trent Jones Senior.
It is one of the first UK golf courses he
designed – some of his masterpieces include
Spyglass Hill, Hazeltine and Sotogrande –
and Moor Allerton features his trademark
shallow bunkers, big tees, lakes and large
contoured greens.
The Lakes, Blackmoor and High are the three
course lay-outs and all provide a challenge. The
course can stretch between around 6,500 yards
to nearly 6,900 but it can be as short as around
6,000 yards.
The original Moor Allerton Golf Club was
founded in 1923 and was based in King Lane in
the Moor Allerton district of Leeds until the early
1970’s. The club was founded as a Jewish golf
club and some of the most important founding
traditions remain in place today. However, the

Marshall
Newman in
1920’s gear
tees off Moor
Allerton’s
celebrations.

club is proud to be open to
all, irrespective of race, colour
or creed.
The course opened in 1971
and Peter Alliss would become
head professional - he still
continues to have strong links to
the club - and it was shortlisted
to host the Ryder Cup but it did
host the inaugural Car Care Plan
International in 1982.
Set in 220 acres of rolling
Yorkshire countryside, the course
remains a superb treat and over
the years some 20,000 trees have
been planted, but the Trent Jones
hallmarks of huge teeing grounds,
plenty of water and large, sloping
greens remain.
Sometimes, with three loops
of nine one is generally weaker
than the others, but not at Moor
Allerton and all start and end at
the clubhouse and all cater for the
low and high handicapper alike.
The current head pro is James
Whitaker whose impressive CV
includes work on the European
Tour, The Belfry and immediately
prior to joining Moor Allerton he
ran the golf improvement centre
at Oulton Hall in Leeds.
He’s coach to the Leeds
and District scratch team
and leads a team of five
teaching golf professionals in
the recently commissioned
performance centre, an indoor
teaching facility offering the
widest range of golf swing
technology available.
James is one of only
a handful of teaching
professionals in the country that
use the Trackman technology
and within the performance
centre James is able to provide
custom club fitting and there
is a separate dedicated putting
studio area.
The year got off to a great
start with captain Marshall
Newman driving in wearing full
1920’s costume, specially made
for the occasion.
Marshall emulated the look
of the founder member of the
club in 1923, Mr Abe Frais. He
then proceeded to drive the ball
straight down the middle of the
fairway some 235 yards. A ickory
shaft challenge against the British
Golf Collectors Society was also
played in 1920’s costume.

The 4* Barcelo Punta Umbria, Spain

7 nights half board with 5 rounds of golf including car hire, plus flights
May £425 June £450 Sept £480 Oct £430 All inclusive available £150pp extra per week, short breaks available

Autumn Mixed Competition Week 10th – 17th October

At the 4* Iberostar Royal Andalus Hotel, Cadiz
7 nights all inclusive with 5 rounds of golf and transfers £550 single supplement £70

FOR MORE GREAT OFFERS VISIT OUR WEBSITE
Telephone: 01207 562 322
or Mobile: 07889 943 753

your holiday package is protected
through our ATOL Licence

Email: brian@golfnorthumbria.com www.golfnorthumbria.com
Northumbria Golf Breaks, The Office, Ravenside Farm, Hedley, Stocksfield NE43 7SX

Working the land since 1837
Anne Connelly with tournament winner Major Ganaga
Bahadur Gurung

With more than 150 years experience, make the most
of your land using John Deere Equipment

Rupees from Redcar

R

edcar couple Bryan
and Anne Connelly’s
passion for golf is
helping raise money for
the underprivileged of Nepal and
promoting the game at the “roof of
the world.”
Members of the Cleveland club,
the Connelly’s are regular visitors
to Nepal and work in educational
and relief projects, but they are also
keen golfers and they have become
involved in promoting the game there
amongst youngsters and women.
So much so, they have persuaded
clubs in the North-East to donate
equipment and also to support
tournaments which have raised
money for Nepalese charities and
projects for the underprivileged as
well as enabling Nepalese to take
up golf.
The latest venture has seen a
fund-raising tournament at the Royal
Nepal Golf Club in Kathmandu, which
was won by Major Ganaga Bahadur
Gurung with a very creditable 36
points. More importantly, more than
£900 was raised thanks to businesses
and golf clubs in UK and Nepal
donating prizes.
From the money raised, 75 per
cent went to the International
Nepal Fellowship’s fund to combat
tuberculosis and the rest towards
the development of young golfers
in Nepal.
Anne said: “The total amount
raised in rupees was 117,400 approximately £903 -, which is the
most we have raised in Nepal so far.
“We only had 16 entrants but we

were very happy that three women
played on the day and everyone won
a prize.
“With the help of Alison White
from the R and A we had a lovely print
of St. Andrews and a very special flag
from the 18th hole, which we raffled.
We had the print framed and also
some signed photos of Nick Faldo,
courtesy of the Faldo Foundation
plus shirts donated by Tim Jenkins
Golf, who is the pro at our home
club Cleveland
“We hope to hold the event at
Royal Nepal golf club again next year
and hope to attract some golfers
from abroad.”
This all started when Anne and
Bryan went to Nepal to help raise
money for the charitable Mountain
Trust, which works with Christian
communities to help street children,
literacy training, education and HIV
and AIDS awareness.
The pair then have found they
could combine raising money for the
Trust and also to help aspiring young
golfers who lack equipment through
golf and they organised tournaments
at Cleveland and at the Yeti Golf
Club in Pokhara while a big drive
throughout the North East to collect
golf equipment saw several clubs
donate bags, clubs and shoes and six
boxes of golf equipment made their
way to Nepal. A recent tournament at
Cleveland, along with other fundraising, brought in £1,040 which went
to setting up a ‘Sponsor a Foster a
Family’ scheme in Nepal and now
another golf charity event is planned
at Fulbari Resort this month.

GREENLAY (Grass Machinery) LIMITED
Specialists in horticultural machinery
Baker Road, Nelson Park West, Cramlington, Northumberland, NE23 1WL
Telephone 01670 733330 Fax 01670 700067
Email: sales@greennlay.co.uk www.greenlayco.uk

Open Saturdays 9am-1pm

WIN A PLACE ON THE TRILBY TOUR!
Didn’t manage to get a place on the tour? Why not try and win
a place with Hollins Hall, A Marriott Hotel & Country Club

Pre Championship Qualifying Events
26th April, 24th May and 7th June 2013
Entry £25 per event

Corporate Day - Tuesday 18th June 2013
Individual winning score on the day wins a place on the main
Trilby Tour event on 19th June
£50 per person or £200 per team
For further information and to book call 01274 534212
Pre Championship Qualifying Events are run by the club and are NOT
Trilby Tour televised events. *Subject to numbers

Hollins Hall, A Marriott Hotel & Country Club,
Hollins Hill, Baildon, Shipley, West Yorkshire,
BD177QW
www.MarriottGolf.co.uk
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Olympic
hero backs
‘Get into
golf’ weeks

Monty signs up
celebrities
Colin Montgomerie names the first stars to
compete in the brand new Celebrity Cup

T
Carnoustie
country classic
Prestigious event attracts entries from
across the UK and further afield

G

olfers from across the globe will
compete in the Carnoustie Country
Classic next month.
Organisers have revealed that,
although the majority of entries are from golfers
in the UK , golfers from as far afield as Denmark,
Germany and the USA have also entered this
popular tournament, which takes place on four
of Carnoustie Country’s Open Championship
and Open qualifier courses from May 13-16,
2013.
Danish golfer John Kreiner has competed
in four Carnoustie Country Classics and
is counting down the days to this year’s
tournament. “Just like a child before Christmas,
it feels as though May will never arrive,”
laughs John.
As a devotee of links golf, John adds that one
of his personal highlights of competing in the
Carnoustie Classic is the opportunity it provides
to play on Carnoustie Championship, Monifieth
Medal, Panmure Barry and Montrose Medal.
“I love the unforgettable challenge of these
courses,” he continues. “I also love knowing

that, over the years, so many of the world’s top
golfers have struggled almost as much me on
these courses! Also, having played golf in many
places across Europe , I’ve seldom encountered
such a well-organised, friendly golf tournament
as the Carnoustie Country Classic,”
The full ‘stay and play’ package costs £599
per person (based on two people sharing a
room), which includes tournament entry
fee, green fees for four of Scotland top golf
courses, five nights B&B accommodation in
the luxurious Carnoustie Golf Hotel, welcome
reception, gala prize-giving dinner and daily
transport to each day’s courses. Packages are
also available for golf and social events only
(£399) and for accompanying non-golfers
(accommodation and social events only, £329).
The Carnoustie Country Classic consists of
a 72-hole stableford competition, with gents’,
ladies’ and over-65s’ championship titles at
stake, as well as daily individual prizes.
Places are still available and entries are open
to men and women golfers, with a maximum
handicap of 24 (men) and 36 (women).

For more information, or to book, visit www.carnoustiecountry.com or call
Scotia Travel on 0141 305 5050.
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The splendid
Carnoustie Hotel

Olympic hero Steve Backley
believes would-be golfers can
strike gold during regional
Golf Weeks.
The North Golf Week,
involving Cumbria, Durham
and Northumberland, takes
places from April 29-May 5.
It is one of a series of
regional Golf Weeks which
will be taking place across
the country. Activities range
from free taster sessions and
roadshows to open days and
low-cost coaching programmes
with PGA professionals.
They are part of the
national Get into golf campaign
which inspires more people
to take up the game and
enjoy fresh air, friendship and
exercise. Visit the website
getintogolf.org and click
on the activity map for a
comprehensive listings guide to
all the events.
Backley, a former world
record holder, believes the
combination of golf’s return
to the Olympics in 2016 and
the Get into golf campaign can
help the sport reach out to a
new generation of players.
He says: “If you are
sociable, enjoy competition
and the open air, then it’s a no
brainer! But be careful though,
golf is addictive.
“My advice to anyone
thinking of taking up the sport
is to play lots and enjoy it. We
are all failing golfers – so don’t
be intimidated by it. Tee it up,
give it a rip and have some
friendly banter.
To find your nearest centre
visit getintogolf.org

he 2010 Ryder Cup Captain ,
Colin Montgomerie, will oversee
teams of celebrities from the
worlds of sport and showbusiness
competing for England, Ireland, Scotland and
Wales in the four nations Celebrity Cup at
Celtic Manor on May 10-12.
Five-time Olympic Gold medallist
Sir Steve Redgrave and model and TV
personality Jodie Kidd are the first names
inked on the England team sheet while
the Welsh challenge tees off with BAFTA
nominated actor and comedian Rob Brydon
and TV presenter Gethin Jones.
Scotland’s first two selections are a pair
of sporting greats - former Lions Rugby
captain Gavin Hastings and legendary
Liverpool player and manager Kenny Dalglish
- while Boyzone singer and soap actor Keith
Duffy is the first player to line up on the

Colin
Motgomerie

Irish side. The Celebrity Cup will see teams
of six going head to head in a round-robin
competition culminating in a grand final.
Montgomerie, who led Europe to their
Ryder Cup victory in 2010, said: “I know what
it’s like to be involved in a big team event at
Celtic Manor so I’ve picked some players who
I think can handle the pressure.
“These guys are really up for the challenge
and it’s shaping up to be a highly competitive
but fun-packed tournament.”
The new Celebrity Cup forms part of Golf
Live, the world’s leading interactive golf show
where visitors can see top players in action,
enjoy skills theatres with leading coaches
and engage with the game’s top brand names.
Money raised from the Celebrity
Cupe will be donated to the Elizabeth
Montgomerie Foundation set up in memory
of Colin’s mother who died of lung cancer.

Golf
Complex

School Aycliffe Lane, Newton Aycliffe, County Durham
Telephone (01325) 310820

18 hole course with floodlit driving range, buggy hire plus changing & shower facilities.
Bar and catering available at Oakleaf Sports Complex.
Fully stocked golf shop and resident PGA Professional, Neil Whinham

2013/2014 Season Tickets
Unlimited Golf for less than £6 per week

Driving Range
£2 small
£4 large

Adult 7 Day Season Ticket

£300

Senior Citizen (over 60 ) 5 day

£205

Adult 5 Day Season Ticket

£255

18 - 21 yrs in Full time Education £150

Senior Citizen (over 60) 7 day

£255

Junior

£36*

*inc. Golf Club Membership

Available from 1st April 2013 - Instalment facilities available

New visiting
party
packages

Green Fee Prices Frozen
£13.00 weekdays • £16.00 weekends
Reduced rates for senior citizens and juniors

Telephone for more details 01325 310820
or visit www.great-aycliffe.gov.uk
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CourseReview

Coursereview

fact file
contact
Wilton Golf Club
Wilton Castle, Redcar. Cleveland. TS10 4QY
Telephone: 01642 465265
Email: secretary@wiltongolfclub.co.uk
Website www.wiltongolfclub.co.uk

Golfing oasis in an
industrial landscape
Alan Hedley finds visit to Wilton, the centre of Teesside
industry, a very pleasant experience

M

any people think that Teesside’s
industrial heritage is all it has to
offer. They’re wrong, of course, the
area has much more than that to
recommend it. Not least its golf courses.
The industrial backdrop that surrounds
Wilton and many other courses in this area is
simply a fact of life, but it often fails to impinge
and that is very much the case with this pleasant
and enjoyable parkland lay-out of 6220 yards.
Wilton has always been noted for its
willingness to take on something new and adopt
an innovative approach.
It was the first club in the area to install a fully
automated pop-up sprinkler system way back
in 1977.
Two years later a new clubhouse opened and
54 NorthERN Golfer
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was described as “an architectural triumph” and
“an impressive split-level building located on
rising ground affording first class views across
rolling parkland”.
More than 20 years later, the clubhouse is
still very much an excellent and comfortable
environment as refurbishment and additions
have been made since the original construction
and the decision to bring on board top chef Mark
Jones and his company Executive Catering to
operate the clubhouse bar and catering under
franchise has been a major success.
As for the course, it may be short by today’s
standards, but while never claiming to be
championship standard, Wilton is by no means a
pushover .
With half a dozen par fours around the 400

yards mark and some testing approach shots, it’s
accuracy which is essential.
The first is a good example of that. Just 299
yards long, the fairway is wide but the narrow
green is elevated and surrounded by bunkers.
Out of bounds at the next two can pose
problems with another elevated green at the
second, but the relatively big and flat green at the
third offers a birdie chance.
The first par three plays more than its yardage
of 204 yards but the first par five is the longest hole
on the course at 519 yards, but avoid the bunkers
and both are birdie opportunities.
The sixth is probably the toughest hole on the
front nine at 441 yards, with a premium on the
second shot if you’ve avoided the fairway bunkers
as everything feed rights on and around the green.

The front nine ends with an excellent 403
yard par four dog-leg hole with out of bounds
left. Big hitters will be tempted to have a go
over the corner but caution is probably a
better option.
Many will opt for the 11th as the signature
hole (see fact file) and it’s followed by the
longest par four on the course at 452 yards
and rightly the stroke index one hole because,
while the fairway is quite generous, there is
a ditch that runs across it at about 150 yards
from the green which will make the big hitters
think.
There’s a tough tee shot at 13 with out of
bounds, trees and heavy rough on the left
and more trees on the right and more of out
of bounds runs up the left of the risky 14 as it
continues all the way to the left of a very small
green.
A couple of real birdie chances follow and
there’s a good finish with the dog-leg 17th
having trees guarding the corner while 18 has
two trees in the middle of the fairway. Over or
around is your choice!
One of the highlights of the club’s history
was a visit by Henry Cotton for an exhibition
match in which he chipped in from 30 yards at
the last hole to win.
That was when the course was nine holes,
designed by J F S Morrison and opened in
1956.The course was extended to 18 by 1967
and in 1974 the popularity of the club was such
that membership stood at over 1000 and was
closed.
The club raised the money to buy the
course in 1999 when ICI decided to sell the
land on which it and Wilton Castle stood. The
excellent course is a tribute to their hard work.

GREEN FEES
Monday to Sunday £26
(with a member £13)
Group and society rates available
Twilight ticket £13 (with a member £8)
Membership is open, no joining fee

Wilton was formed in 1952 as part
of ICI Wilton’s Recreation Club and golf
matches had been played before that on
other courses and it was felt the club need
its own course which opened in 1956.
The first captain was Dr J W Armit who
was Chairman of Wilton Works and the
first match was played against Cleveland
in June of that year.
Membership climbed steadily and by 1963
had risen to over 600 and in 1964 ICI gave
approval for an extension to 18 holes.
The new holes and clubhouse were
officially opened in May 1967. The
popularity of the club continued to the
extent that in 1974 membership stood at
over 1000.
A new purpose built clubhouse was
completed in 1979, but 20 years later ICI
decided to sell the land on which Wilton
Castle and the course are located.
The club raised the money to buy the
course and buildings while the castle was
bought by a developer.

TOTAL DISTANCE
6220 white tees
5995 yellow tees
5425 red tees
FEATURES
18 holes or parklands golf
Comfortable clubhouse with good food
Plenty of car parking
Fully-stocked pro shop
Two large outdoor teaching areas plus
an indoor facility.
PGA pros available for lessons
CADDY’S TIP
Concentrate on accuracy off the tee.
Although the fairways are generous,
there are plenty of trees and out of
bounds.
SIGNATURE HOLE
The 395 yard 11th is an excellent par
four. A dogleg to the left, the entire left
side is a maze of trees and the sensible
play would be to not cut the corner.
You’ll need about a 240 yard drive off
the back tee to reach the elbow of the
dogleg. Be wary of the water on the
right and the green slopes considerably
from back to front with trouble behind.

ALAN HEDLEY’S VERDICT
A really enjoyable golf course and very
welcoming club
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MatchPlayPairs
NorthERN Golfer Gents Match
Play Pairs Rules 2013
1. A Pairs Match Play competition to
be run in conjunction with Northern
Golfer for its readers within its
circulation area.
2. Entry forms, illegible or incorrect
may result in the entrants
being disqualified.
3. At each match, if courtesy is not
given, green fees will be shared by
both home and away teams.
4. All entry forms are to be directed
to Northern Golfer with the
entry fee.
5. The minimum age for the competition
is 18, there is no maximum.
6. The maximum handicap is 24.
7. Matches to be played using 3/4 of the
difference of the handicap taken from
the lowest handicap.

Great offer for the New Season
Saltburn Golf Club

Join in april 2013 and adult membership could be as little as
7 Day membership - £469
6 Day membership - £417
5 Day membership - £395 (pro rata)

Ring PGA professional Mike Howes for
details 01287 624653

8. Matches to be played off the tees
of the day - (Home players
may choose between yellows
or whites depending on club policy).
9. This competition is open to Golf Club
members with a valid handicap.

Last year’s winners Stuart Graham and Neil Hirst

Pair up for
£
25
Match Play
Entry Fee

Last chance to enter great competition

T

he deadline for the
Northern Golfer Match
Play Pairs entries has
been extended to the end
of April following the unseasonal
weather conditions.
As winter finally seems to be
abating, why not team up with
a mate and have a crack at this
popular annual event? The
competition is open to all
male golfers who are members
of golf clubs and have a current
playing handicap.
Paul Corney, Tournament
Organiser at Nothern Golfer

says: “This is a wonderful chance
for local players to enjoy a great
competition throughout the spring
and summer months.
“The 2013 semi-finals are to be
played at Tyneside Golf Club, the
week commencing September 2
and a week later, the final will be
staged at Stocksfield Golf Club.
“I have been involved for many
years in organising regional match
play knock-out tournaments and
I know that golfers love to play
this type of format – they get to
play different courses throughout
the region and in doing so, make

many new friends. “We hope to be
publishing details of a brand new
Readers Holiday Tournament Week
to be staged in Spain or Portugal
later in the year and the winners of
the Match Play Pairs will receive a
week of competition golf as
their prize.
“We are currently in
negotiations for this prize and hope
to be able to reveal details in the
next edition of Northern Golfer.”
So don’t delay, you could be our
2013 champions and enjoying a top
prize in amateur golf - but you’ve
got to be in it to win it!

10. Handicap certificates should be
available at all matches for
opponents to inspect if requested.
11. No player can enter the competition
more than once.
12. Once a team has registered their
home club, they cannot transfer to
another club without notifying
Northern Golfer and a transfer will
only be accepted once a check has
been made that the players have
fully complied with COGNU
handicapping rules.
13. The home drawn pair to offer three
dates and times to their opposition.
14. No extensions will be given.
15. In the event of being unable to
arrange a date, both teams will
be disqualified.

Player
Name

Handicap
Golf
Club

Address

Email
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Tel: 01287 622812
www.saltburngolf.co.uk

18. No correspondence will be
entered into.
19. The prizes are not transferable.
20. DMD’s are permitted
21. All players must agree to being
photographed and included
in Northern Golfer should the
occasion arise.
22. The Semi-Finals and Final are to be
played during the first two weeks of
September 2013

Sign up to our E-news for exclusive offers and promotions
& follow us on Twitter @MphGolf
Save £££’s and play better golf. Custom Fit specialist for
,

&

23. Date and venue of the Tournament
Holiday Week has yet to be confirmed.
24. Closing dates for entries is April 26 2013.

Look great in the latest in golf fashion and performance

Handicap
Golf
Club

Address
postcode

Tel (Day)

Hob Hill Saltburn-By-The-Sea, Cleveland TS12 1NJ

17. A panel consisting of representatives
from Northern Golfer will adjudicate
any disputes in conjunction with
the Rules Office of the R & A. Their
decision will be final.

partner
Player
Name

Saltburn Golf Club

16. Should a match be tied after 18 holes,
the result will be decided by a sudden
death play off commencing at the
1st hole.

For your chance to win a top prize in amateur golf, simply fill in the application form and send it to:
Tournament Organiser, Northern Golfer, Offstone Publishing, Unit 1, Bearl Farm, Stocksfield, Northumberland NE43 7AL
ENTRY FEE £25 - Please make cheques payable to Offstone Publishing

Lead PLayer

Founded 1894

Tel (EVE)

postcode
Tel (Day)

Tel (EVE)

Opening hours:
08:00 – dusk (winter)
08:00 – 18:00 (summer)

MPH Golf at Saltburn Golf Club
Hob Hill, Saltburn by the Sea, TS12 1NJ
Tel: 01287 622812 Ext. 5 (Pro Shop)

Email
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Edwards
victorious

Irish eyes will be
smiling again
Ryder Cup skipper Paul McGinley looks
forward to teeing off in his homeland

P

aul McGinley expects to feel humble as
well as deeply honoured when he steps
on the first tee of the Irish Open in June.
The 46-year-old Dubliner is relishing
the opportunity to return to his homeland to
compete at Carton House on June 27-30 in a
tournament which has been close to his heart
since he made his debut as an amateur in 1989
and to be introduced as Ireland’s first Ryder Cup
Captain.
McGinley, who in January was handed the
responsibility of trying to help Europe retain the
Ryder Cup at Gleneagles in Scotland next year,
cannot wait to join the all-star cast of Major
champions and tour winners taking part in what
he believes has become one of the premiere
events on the European Tour schedule.
His inclusion in the 2013 field ensures that
the “Famous Five” of Irish golf – Darren Clarke,
Padraig Harrington, Graeme McDowell, Rory
McIlroy and McGinley – will all be on centre stage
at Carton House in June.
“It is obviously a tournament I always
look forward to with an immense amount of
excitement and anticipation and one I always
enjoy playing in,” said McGinley, who holds the
privileged position of playing in three successful
Ryder Cup teams.
“I’ve said on many occasions that the Ryder

Cup captaincy is not just an honour for me, it is
an honour for the whole of Ireland. I think Irish
people are genuinely happy for me but they are
also genuinely happy that an Irishman is the
captain. You can see that in the reaction I get
whenever I come home.
“With the success that Irish players have
had around the world in recent years, too, the
Irish Open really is now a showcase event on the
European Tour and a chance for the Irish fans to
see Rory, Padraig, Graeme and Darren.
“We are in a very fortunate position now
to have such a wide variety of talented players
from our shores and it is an opportunity for us to
showcase that to the world in our home country.”
It will be McGinley’s 23rd appearance at the
Irish Open and he will be hoping to draw on the
good memories of a tied third place in 2000 at
Ballybunion and a tie for fifth at Baltray in 2004.
“I played really well at Ballybunion and
at Baltray, too, and I just hope I can recreate
a few of those memories when we return to
Carton House.
“It would be special for me to go and
compete for the title and get up there amongst
the leaders. I’m anticipating big crowds there
again this year like we had last year at Portrush
and hopefully we will get good weather which
will help swell the crowds even more.”

Ireland’s
Ryder Cup
heroes - Paul
McGinley,
Padraig
Harrington,
Graeme
McDowell, Rory
McIlroy and
Darren Clarke
(photo courtesy
of Getty Images)

Windemere’s Simon Edwards
has continued his scintillating
form with a 10-shot victory
in the PGA North Region
Overseas Pro-am at Quinta Do
Lago, Portugal.
Edwards posted a 14-underpar total to take his second win
inside a week, having posted
a one-under par total over the
PGA Sultan and Pasha courses
at Antalya Golf Club.
On his Turkey success
Edwards said: “I played nicely
this week. Obviously you have
to play good to win. It’s good
to play against quality players
and keep my game in shape –
I’m a club pro so this helps to
keep sharp. I enjoy [playing in]
Turkey because of the quality of
the courses and appreciate what
the guys at PGAs of Europe,
John Dent and Mustafa at
BEKO all do. It’s great to get the
full set [of title] out here, Beko,
Callister and now here at the
Kempinski.”
Keep up to date with all of the
PGA North Region news at:
www.pga.info/PGARegions

Skills thrills
Over 6000 junior golfers have
already signed up for the 2013
National Skills Challenge
supported by FootJoy.
The Challenge aims to make
practice fun as juniors work on
their putting, chipping, pitching,
bunker play and long game. The
challenge also offers the best
players the chance to compete
at regional and national finals.
Challenge one takes place
between Saturday, March 2
and Sunday, May 5. Challenge
two starts on Monday, May 6
closing Sunday, July 7.
Players that take part in both
challenges can add their scores
to the national leaderboard
and are in with a chance
of competing in one of four
regional finals then the national
final at the National Golf Centre,
Woodhall Spa in September.
For more information visit:
www.getintogolf.org/skills

East Coast Golf Passport
Bridlington and the surrounding coastline proudly boasts five of Yorkshire’s finest golf courses all located within a short
distance of each other offering golfers of all abilities an excellent test of golf on five very different and contrasting courses
Five clubs have come together to create a new and innovative golf pass
which enables visitors to Bridlington and the East Yorkshire area the
opportunity to play all five fantastic courses and at the same time enjoy
incredible savings of up to half the normal Green Fees.

How to apply for this great deal?
Simple, just contact the office at Bridlington Belvedere Golf Club,
on 01262 606367 between 9am-2pm Monday to Friday or
e-mail enquiries@bridlingtongolfclub.co.uk and let us take
care of the arrangements for you.**

BRIDLINGTON GOLF CLUB

The Special reduced cost of your passport is;

£58* for 3 rounds of golf!
£70* for 4 rounds of golf!
£80* for 5 rounds of golf!
ENJOY EXCELLENT SAVINGS!

FILEY GOLF CLUB

FLAMBOROUGH HEAD

Belvedere Road, Bridlington
t: 01262 606367 www.bridlingtongolfclub.co.uk

West Avenue, Filey
t: 01723 513293 www.fileygolfclub.com

Lighthouse Road, Flamborough t: 01262 850333
www.flamboroughheadgolfclub.co.uk

HORNSEA GOLF CLUB

THE BRIDLINGTON LINKS

The Revelstoke
Hotel

Rolston Road, Hornsea
t: 01964 534989 www.hornseagolfclub.co.uk

Flamborough Road, Bridlington
t: 01262 401584 www.bridlington-links.co.uk

In conjunction with
Golf Coast Passport
1-3 Flamborough Road, Bridlington YO15 2HU

Three Day Golf Break
Only £158.00
Inc. 3 rounds of golf & 2 nights b&b

Four Day Golf Break
Only £216.00

Inc. 4 rounds of golf & 3 nights b&b

Five Day Golf Break
Only £270.00

Inc. 5 rounds of golf & 4 nights b&b
Play your golf at Bridlington
Belvedere, Filey, Flamborough
Head, Hornsea & Bridlington Links
Offer Includes Weekends

Please contact us on 01262 672362
e: info@revelstokehotel.co.uk
www.revelstokehotel.co.uk

www.golfcoastpassport.co.uk
*Terms and conditions apply **Sates subject to availability ***Offer is not to be used in conjunction with any other offer
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WORLDNEWS

WORLDNEWS
Mark O’Meara

Veteran set to
make his Mark
O’Meara returns to the scene of one of his
greatest successes targeting another win

M

ark O’Meara will return
to his favourite links
course and the scene
of one of his greatest
triumphs when he plays in the Senior
Open Championship at Royal Birkdale.
He’ll be looking for his third win
over the Birkdale links on July 25-28,
the 56-year-old American lifted the
Open Championship claret jug there in
1998, defeating compatriot Brian Watts
in a play-off to add a second Major
Championship to the Masters he won
earlier that year.
He also won the Lawrence Batley
International at Royal Birkdale in
1987 to claim his first European
Tour title, and shared third place
with Fred Couples in the 1991 Open
Championship at the venue, finishing
three shots back from winner Ian
Baker-Finch and one behind runner-up
Mike Harwood.
O’Meara will hope that his fine
60 Northern Golfer
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record at Birkdale continues when he
attempts to succeed Couples as Senior
Open Champion in July.
“I have great memories of Birkdale,”
he said. “So many great things have
happened to me there - in 1989 holing
two seven irons on the back nine to
win the Lawrence Batley, holding off
Carl Mason and a couple of the other
boys, Sam Torrance and Ian Woosnam.
“Then in 1991, playing well for three
rounds and being in the final pairing
with Ian Baker-Finch, who went on to
win The Open that year.
“And coming back in 1998 as the
Masters Champions and playing
well in tough conditions, hanging
in there, getting in the play-off with
Brian Watts and going on to win the
Open Championship. As a young guy
and a professional golfer, that’s what
everyone dreams of, to win a Major.
“I felt like if there was one Major
that I had a chance with, then that

(The Open) was it. I tended to be
a lower ball flight hitter, and I love
links golf.”
O’Meara is still searching for a
maiden Senior Major Championship to
add to his Major double in 1998, having
finished joint runner up behind 2014
US Ryder Cup Captain Tom Watson in
the 2007 Senior Open at Muirfield.
Watson also won the Open
Championship at Birkdale in 1983, and
with more than 30 Major Champions
expected to be in the field for the
Senior Open Championship the
competition will be of a particularly
high standard.
“I still want to win as badly as
when I was 28,” said O’Meara. “I’m
56 now and I feel like I hit it as good
as I did when I was winning Major
Championships in 1998. That’s what
makes golf so special – that at 56 years
you can still be competing.
“You have seen what Tom Watson
has done and there are a lot of guys
play at a high level. You have Bernhard
Langer, Tom Lehman, Fred Couples
and Colin Montgomerie is getting
ready to turn 50. It is pretty cool that
at our age you can still be playing the
game we love and making a living out
of it.
“Colin turning 50 will create an
extra buzz. A lot of the names people
grew up watching are now playing in
the Senior Open, and so it has a great
fit for the game of golf.”

Full of Joy

England Golf has a new man at
the helm with the appointment
of David Joy as chief executive
officer.
He takes up his role this
month and brings 25 years
of management experience
within national and local sports
organisations, most recently as
Director of Derbyshire Sport.
Within that role he directed
Derbyshire’s relationships
with Sport England, Sports
Coach UK and many national
governing bodies of sport,
including England Golf.
A keen golfer, he was, until
recently, a member of Trentham
Park Golf Club. Born in Stoke
on Trent David spent the first
eight years of his career as a PE
teacher and Head of PE before
embarking on his sports career
with a national development
role with English Volleyball.

States bonus for
Slaley winner
Paul Wesselingh has picked up a
real bonus as a result of Isps Handa
PGA Seniors Championship triumph
at Slaley Hall last June.
Wesselingh’s debut win at Slaley
in his rookie season helped him
finish fifth in the Seniors rankings
and that means he’s in this year’s
US Seniors Open in Omaha on July
11-14 after the European Seniors
Tour were given two additional
exempt spots.
Chris Williams, who finished
sixth in the rankings, is the other
player who will benefit along
with Wesselingh and the duo will
join Barry Lane Tim Thelen and
Peter Fowler as well as defending
champion Roger Chapman, winner
of the 2012 European Senior Tour
Order of Merit, in the line-up.
Colin Montgomerie, the 2010
European Ryder Cup Captain who
turns 50 in June, is also exempt to

make his debut in the event under
the category of playing members of
the five most current United States
and European Ryder Cup teams.
Chapman finished two shots clear
of the American trio of Fred Funk,
Tom Lehman and Corey Pavin and
German Bernhard Langer last year
to add the title to the US Senior
PGA Championship he won two
months previously.
He became only the fourth player
after Gary Player (1987), Jack
Nicklaus (1991) and Hale Irwin
(1998) to claim both trophies in the
same season.
Meanwhile, Wesselingh is
expected to defend the title he won
at Slaley when the Isps Handa
PGA Seniors Championship moves
to another De Vere operation,
Mottram Hall in Cheshire, with an
increased prize fund of £260,000
on June 6-9.

Isps Handa PGA Seniors champion Paul Wesselingh with Midori Miyazaki,
Executive Director of International Affairs at Isps after his victory at Slaley Hall
(courtesy of Phil Inglis at Getty Images)
Daniel Hodson, Director of Golf
for De Vere, said: “We’re delighted
that Mottram Hall, which is on
the verge of completing a £6m
renovation, has the opportunity to
showcase its fantastic facilities after
five great years at Slaley Hall.”
“We are also looking forward
to working closely with De Vere
and the staff at Mottram Hall. I am
sure all of the players will relish

Enjoy your Golf in 2013

the opportunity to compete for this
trophy over another of the UK’s
finest courses.”
Andy Stubbs, Managing
Director of the European Senior
Tour, said: “We are really excited
about the move to Manchester
and Mottram Hall, which we are
confident will help us to continue
to attract large crowds to the Isps
Handa Championship.”

George Washington
Hotel Golf & Spa

GolfMark
cash boost
England Golf has launched a
£300 grant to help GolfMark
clubs and RangeMark driving
ranges with projects aimed at
growing junior golf.
The grant is available to
facilities to help with funding
coaching sessions with PGA
professionals as well as
activities which encourage
boys and girls to take up and
progress in golf.
The grant can be applied for
from April 1, 2013 to March
31, 2014.
Information about the new
Junior Development Grant has
been sent to Golf Mark and
RangeMark facilities and is also
available online at:
www.englandgolf.org/juniorgrant

Societies
Package Three
Tea/coffee and bacon
rolls on arrival, 18-holes
of golf + 1-course meal
£29.00 per person
Monday - Thursday only

Package One
Tea/coffee and bacon
rolls on arrival, 18-holes
of golf + 2-course meal
£40 per person
Friday and Weekends only

Package Two
Tea/coffee and bacon
rolls on arrival,
18-holes of golf
£30 per person
Friday and Weekends only

Package Four
Tea/coffee and bacon
rolls on arrival,
18-holes of golf
£24.50 per person
Monday - Thursday only

Package five (twilight)
18 Holes of golf followed
by 1 course meal
£20 per person
After 4pm only
(Monday - Thursday)

Memberships

Full - £600 • 5 Day - £470
Ladies - £470 • Junior & Students from £75.00
Telephone Jonny Mould on 0191 4178346
or email:gsd@georgewashington.co.uk
Ring the Golf Shop on 0191 4178346
or email gsd@georgewashington.co.uk
Check website for green fee specials
www.georgewashington.co.uk
Stone Cellar Road, High Usworth,
Washington, NE37 1PH
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GOLFerTips

Control
your Pitching

Mark
Stancer

Northern Golfer Pro
tel 0191 236 4480 to
arrange for private
lessons & tips

3 The Back Swing
With pressure retained on my left leg,
I’ve really hinged “cocked” my wrists
back during the backswing, good
preparation is key!

Put some bounce into your short game and improve
your scores, says our NG Pro, Mark Stancer
Pitching and your short game in general
can be the undoing of some good golf
played from the tee and the fairway.
Finding yourself facing an approach
shot that puts fear in your ability of how
you are going to master the task in hand
is no fun.
Once mastered the short game can be

very pleasurable and rewarding, it’s not as
tough as you may think, everyone has the
ability to improve their short game skill.
First couple of things you need to know
is about are the design features that are
built into the club/s you have in hand,
whether that is a 9 iron, pitching wedge,
gap wedge, sandiron or lob wedge:

1 CLUB

4 IMPACT

Here I’m showing that the sole of the club is not flat, the leading
edge looks raised and the back edge of the sole “The Bounce” is
most proud and sitting against the floor. This shape is key for you
to start improving your short game.

Allow the “relaxed” wrist hinge to
release the clubhead during the
downswing, you need the “bounce” to
burr & skid against the turf, after the
ball. Keep your chest turning through
as you simultaneously release the
clubhead onto the ball.

2 Address,
here’s how
to pull it all
together
If your grip pressure is too
tight you’re going to struggle,
so experiment with a softer
hold on the club and be
more aware of the weight in
the clubhead.

Club Head
central to
my stance

NEGBOOK.indb All Pages

Fully stocked golf shop - FREE Custom Fit with all purchases
Best prices - Trade-Ins welcome
We price match local competitors

TaylorMade
R1
£289

Ping
G25
£215

TaylorMade
RBZ Phase 2
£199

Titleist
913
£249

2 FOR 1
GREEN
FEE
Throughout 2013 - Wednesdays only!
For Society & Membership
latest offers VISIT our website

I’m going to retain
consistent pressure on
my left leg throughout.

SHaft vertical
optimising loft & bounce
from the outset.

NG Tips now online at: http://www.northerngolfer.co.uk/category/tips/
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PARKLANDS GOLF CLUB

5 Follow through
Here you can see the finished
look! Loft has been retained on the
clubhead as I worked and released
the “bounce” through impact, giving
every opportunity to experience a
softer more controlled pitch shot.
Easy!

www.parklandsgolf.co.uk

“I would recommend Parklands to all golfers
to get Custom Fit. I got a few tips during my
fitting which was an added bonus. I also got
a good price for my old clubs which reduced
my spend. Look forward to the next time.”
P.McCoy (Newcastle)
“A big thank you to Maryn Jobling at
Parklands for my new G25 irons.
He was patient with me choosing the
correct clubs, I would recommend
him as he knows his stuff.”
S. Walls (Washington)

LF
60 60 GO
LANDS

NOW AT PARK

Come and experience
e!
the new way to practic
d
Challenge yourself an
20,000 other golfers!

Shop 0191 2364480 Office 0191 2363322
High Gosforth Park, Newcastle upon Tyne NE3 5HQ

Parklands
GOLF CLUB
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Golfertravel

Truly Asia

Sir Nick Faldo is one of many to find golfing in
Vietnam and China a great experience

A

sian golf is booming – and on the back
of the tour success more and more
people are looking to play.
So where are the best courses
to be found? Malaysia has long been on the list,
but China and Vietnam are making big inroads
and only last month Nick Faldo unveiled his new
Laguna Lang course in Vietnam.
It marked another milestone in the
development of Vietnam’s Central Coast region as
a major golf and tourism destination.
Situated midway between Vietnam’s former
imperial capital of Hue and its third largest city
of Danang, Laguna Lang is nestled between
mountains and sea on a sandy strip of dune
land that is perfect for golf. It is the 26th course
designed by the six-time Major winner Faldo and is
arguably his boldest and best creation.
At 6961 yards with a par of 71 the course has
prompted high expectations and Faldo said: “The
course is everything we thought it would be and
even better.
64 Northern Golfer
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“There are six different environments, which
give players an experience like no other – rice
paddy, woodland, water, beach, sand and what I
call ‘blowout’ areas.
“There’s something in it for everyone, as well
as exceptional views all the way around. I believe
it will hold up against the better courses in this
region and maybe the world.”
Sir Nick named the par three11th hole which
features exposed rock on the side of the mountain
and the par five 15th hole as his favourites.
When it opened in 2010, most visitors to
Danang Golf Club stayed at one of the new hotels
that have sprung up on the shores of China Beach
in the previous few years. Now they have a better
option adjacent to the course and linked by a
tunnel – The Ocean Villas, part of Danang Beach
Resort, owned and operated by VinaCapital, the
same group that developed the course.
The two-story Ocean Villas come in sizes from
one to seven bedrooms, all with their own plunge
pool and within a short distance of the Beach Club

Nick Faldo
at the par three
11th hole on
the new Laguna
Lang course.
Back Mountain
(above)

and restaurant, which face the sea.
Just a two-minute cart ride to the
course, The Ocean Villas is a home-awayfrom-home for visiting golfers, while the
Greg Norman-designed Danang Golf
Club has twice been named the best
course in Vietnam.
China’s Mission Hills Haikou complex
at Hainan still takes some beating with
the resort boasting more than 500 fivestar hotel rooms as well as Asia’s largest
mineral springs and spa centre plus 10
courses to keep the most avid golfers
occupied.
By 2015, the accommodation choices
will be even greater when Ritz-Carlton
and Renaissance hotels are completed
and there are direct flights to Haikou
from Hong Kong and Mission Hills
Haikou is just 20 minutes drive from the
airport.
Mission Hills headquarters at
Shenzhen, established 20 years ago, has
just been upgraded with refurbishment
of the original hotel, while a new multistorey hotel was added at Dongguan.
These dual five-star properties
complement the 12 golf courses at
the complex that are served by three
different clubhouses. Each course was
designed by a modern great of the game,
including Jack Nicklaus, Greg Norman,
Faldo and Jose Maria Olazabal whose
course hosted the HSBC World Golf
Championships last November.
In the six years since it opened, Black
Mountain has steadily risen in stature. In
the six years since it opened to become
Thailand’s leading golf resort, but a real
alternative is Banyan Golf Club.
The course is one Thailand’s best
offering a challenging experience in a
rural setting about 15 minutes drive
from Hue Hin while , Chiang Mai
Highlands Golf and Spa Resort as well
as being one of the most beautiful
courses in Thailand was also named last
December as the best value-for-money
course in Asia Pacific.
Located 10 kilometres from the
northern Thailand city, the resort has 19
villas located along the creek that flows
through the course.
Sutera Harbour Resort is among
Malaysia’s best golf and holiday
destinations. A two-hour flight from
Kuala Lumpur, Kota Kinabalu has an
abundance of history, culture and charm,
with Sutera Harbour its star attraction.
There’s a choice of two hotels – the
resort-style Sutera Pacific and the more
business-oriented Sutera Magellan – a
yacht club, numerous on-site restaurants
and 27 holes of golf designed by former
Australian tour pro Graham Marsh.

GolferPromotions

win

Northern Golfer
competitions are also listed
on our website at
www.northerngolfer.co.uk, alternatively you can enter
via email:competitions@northerngolfer.co.uk (mark the
competition name in the subject field) or post your entry to
Competitions, Northern Golfer, Unit One, Bearl
Farm, Stocksfield, Northumberland, NE43 7AJ
En

Please include your contact details and telephone number
Closing date Monday, April 29th, 2013.
Usual competition rules apply – available on request
Winners will be published in our next edition
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r.co.uk

WIN GOLF FOR
FOUR AT DRIFFIELD

WIN GOLF FOR
FOUR AT ALNWICK
GOLF CLUB
Founded in 1907 originally as a 9 hole Parkland
course, designed by George Rochester it
was extended to 18 holes in 1995 the new
layout designed by Alistair Rae. Situated in
Northumberland, one of the finest counties in the
country the course has stunning views stretching 5
miles out to sea and has an abundance of wildlife
for golfers to enjoy while testing out their skills. A
warm welcome awaits in the clubhouse where you
can enjoy a relaxing drink and meal, visitors and
societies are always welcome.
For your chance to win, simply answer
the following question:

Who originally designed Alnwick
Golf Course?

Including a bacon sandwich, tea or coffee on arrival
and a two-course meal afterwards
This 18 hole course situated south of Driffield off the A164 is considered as one of
East Yorkshire’s finest parkland layouts. It forms part of the natural landscape of the
Sunderlandwick Estate and the chalk-based trout stream that runs through the course
is a particular feature. At just over 6200 yards and predominantly flat with gentle
undulations, the course is not physically demanding, however with tree-lined fairways,
ponds and streams it demands accuracy and provides a true test of golfing ability.
For your chance to win, simply answer the following question:

What is the yardage of Driffield Golf Course?

WIN GOLF FOR FOUR
AT PARKLAND
This picturesque mature 18 hole Parkland course is one of County Durham and
Teesside’s finest. It has been host to many County events and with its undulating
greens and tree lined fairways it is a good test of golf for players of all abilities. After
your game you can relax in our comfortable clubhouse, enjoy a drink, some home
cooked food and discuss how your game went with your fellow golfers.
For your chance to win simply answer the following question:

What century is Cookridge Hall’s clubhouse?
Although the weather hasn’t been the best, this didn’t deter
our avid readers entering the February competitions, yet
again we received over 600 entries. The Winners Are:
Bellingham: Kevin Satterthwaite of Highfield Centurion Park: Jason Hall of Catterick Garrison
Cookridge Hall: Michael Trotter of Denton Burn Roseberry Grange:
David Hearfield of Thorpe Willoughby

WIN GOLF FOR FOUR
AT Flamborough
Flamborough Head Golf Club is an 18 hole cliff top
links course that has been carefully moulded around
the contours of the famous headland which gives the
Club its name. The golf course provides both a good
test of your golfing skills and an enjoyable experience for
members and visitors of all abilities throughout the year.
The unwary can be forgiven for standing on the 1st tee
and being deceived by the apparent gentleness of the
view across the course. The Course and Club House
are surrounded by magnificent and panoramic views of
the North Sea including both lighthouses, the original of
which, known as the Old Beacon, was built circa 1674,
and is the only known example in England and can
be found on the course next to the 5thtee. Visitors and
societies are always welcome.
For your chance to win simply answer
the following question:

What is the original lighthouse know as?
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Pick up a copy of Northern Golfer at
any of these venues. To be listed or to
advertise please call 01661 844115 or
email enquiries@northerngolfer.co.uk
County Durham
Barnard Castle Golf Club
Harmire Rd, Barnard Castle
DL12 8QN
01833 638 355
Beamish Park Golf Club
Beamish Park, Stanley
DH9 0RH
0191 370 1382
beamishgolf@btconnect.com
www.beamishgolf.co.uk
Birtley Golf Club
Portobello Road, Birtley
Chester le Street DH3 2LR
0191 410 2207
Bishop Auckland Golf Club
High Plains, Bishop Auckland
DL14 8DL
01388 661 618
Blackwell Grange Golf Club
Briar Close, Blackwell
Darlington DL3 8QX
01325 464 458
secretary@blackwellgrangegolf.com
www.blackwellgrangegolf.com
Brancepeth Castle Golf Club
Brancepeth Castle DH7 8EA
0191 378 0075
Castle Eden Golf Club
Castle Eden TS26 4SS
01429 836 510
Chester le Street Golf Club
Lumley Pk, Chester le Street
DH3 4NS
0191 388 3218
clsgcoffice@tiscali.co.uk
www.clsgolfclub.co.uk
Cocken Lodge Golf
Cocken Lodge Farm, Leamside,
DH4 6QP
0191 584 1053
Consett & District Golf Club
Elmfield Road, Consett
DH8 5NN
01207 505 060
consettgolfclub@btconnect.com
Crook Golf Club
Low Jobs Hill, Crook DL15 9AA
01388 762 429
Darlington Golf Club
Haughton Road, Darlington
DL1 3JD
01325 355 324
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Dinsdale Spa Golf Club
Middleton St George
Darlington
DL2 1DW
01325 332 297
Durham City Golf Club
Littleburn,
Langley Moor,
DH7 8HL
0191 378 0029
Hallgarth Hotel Golf & Country Club
Coatham Munderville,
Darlington,
DL1 3LU
01325 379 710
Hobson Golf Club
Hobson, Near Burnopfield
NE16 6BZ
01207 270 941
Ineos Golf Club
School Aycliffe Lane,
Newton Aycliffe
DL5 6EA
01325 303 561
Sec John Haykin 07792 610521
Mount Oswald Golf Club
South Road,
Durham City,
DH1 3TQ
0191 386 7527
information@mountoswald.co.uk
www.mountoswald.co.uk
Oak Leaf Golf Club
School Aycliffe Lane,
Newton Aycliffe
DL5 4EF
01325 310 820
info@great-aycliffe.gov.uk
www.great-aycliffe.gov.uk
Ramside Hall Golf Club
Ramside Hall Hotel,
Carville, Durham
DH1 1TD
0191 386 9514
Jonny.Mould@ramsidehallhotel.co.uk
www.ramsidehallhotel.co.uk/golf
Rockliffe Hall Golf Club
Hurworth-on-Tees,Darlington
DL2 2DU
01325 729 980
Roseberry Grange
Community Golf Club
Grange Villa,
Chester le Street,
DH2 3NF
0191 370 0660

De Vere Slaley Hall
Slaley, Hexham
NE47 0BX
01434 673 350

South Moor Golf Cub
The Middles, Craghead, Stanley, DH9 6AG
01207 232 848

Dunstanburgh Golf Club
Embleton NE66 3XQ
01665 576 562
www.dunstanburgh.com

Stressholme Golf Club
Snipe Lane, Darlington DL2 2SA
01325 461 002

Goswick Golf Club
Goswick Beal TD15 2RW
01289 387 256

Woodham Golf & Country Club
Burnhill Way, Newton Aycliffe
DL5 4PN
01325 320 574

Gubeon Golf Centre
Walton Road, Morpeth, NE61 3YJ
01670 519 090

CUMBRIA
Brampton Golf Club
Talkin Tarn, Brampton, CA8 1HN
01697 72255

NORTHUMBERLAND
Allendale Golf Club
High Studden, Allenheads Road
Allendale NE47 9QL
01434 683 926
Alnmouth Golf Club
Foxton Hall, Alnmouth NE66 3BE
01665 830 231
Alnmouth Village Golf Club
Marine Road, Alnmouth NE66 2RZ
01665 830 370
secretary@alnmouthgolfclub.com
Alnwick Castle Golf Club
Swansfield Park, Alnwick, NE66 2AB
01665 602 632
Arcot Hall Golf Club
Dudley, Cramlington NE23 7QP
0191 236 2794
arcothall@tiscali.co.uk

Haltwhistle Golf Club
Banktop, Greenhead
NE49 9JR
01434 320 708
Hexham Golf Club
Spital Lane, Hexham
NE46 3RZ
01434 603 072
info@hexhamgolf.co.uk
www.hexhamgolf.co.uk
Longhirst Hall Golf Club
Longhirst Hall, Morpeth
NE 61 3LL
01670 791 562
enquiries@longhirstgolf.co.uk
www.longhirstgolf.co.uk
Macdonald Linden Hall Golf
and Country Club
Longhorsley, Morpeth
NE65 8XF
01670 500 011
golf.lindenhall@macdonald-hotels.co.uk
Matfen Hall Golf Club
Matfen NE20 0RH
01661 886 400
golf@matfenhall.com
www.matfenhall.com

Bamburgh Castle Golf Club
The Wynding, Bamburgh,
NE69 7DE
01668 214 321

Magdalene Fields Golf Club
Berwick-upon-Tweed
TD15 1NE
01289 306 130
secretary.magdalenefields@hotmail.co.uk
www.magdalene-fields.co.uk

Bedlingtonshire Golf Club
Acorn Bank, Bedlington
NE22 6AA
01670 822 457
secretary@bedlingtongolfclub.com
www.bedlingtongolfclub.com

Morpeth Golf club
Loansdean, Morpeth,
NE61 2BT
01670 504 942
terry@morpethgolf.co.uk
www.morpethgolf.co.uk

Belford Golf Club
South Road, Belford NE70 7DP
01668 213 232

Newbiggin Golf Club
Newbiggin NE64 3DW
01670 817 344

Bellingham Golf Club
Boggle Hole, Bellingham
NE48 2DT
01434 220 152
admin@bellinghamgolfclub.com
www.bellinghamgolfclub.com

Percy Wood Golf Club
Coast View, Swarland, Felton
NE65 9JG
01670 787 010
www.percywood.co.uk

Blyth Golf Club
New Delaval, Blyth NE24 4DB
01670 356 514
www.blythgolf.co.uk
Burgham Park Golf Club
Near Felton, Morpeth NE65 8QP
01670 787 898
www.burghampark.co.uk

Ponteland Golf Club
53 Bell Villas, Ponteland
NE20 9BD
01661 822 689
Prudhoe Golf Club
Eastwood Park, Prudhoe
NE42 5DX
01661 832 466
secretary@prudhoegolfclub.co.uk
www.prudhoegolfclub.co.uk

Rothbury Golf Club
Whitton Bank Rd, Rothbury
NE65 7RX
01669 621 271

Knotty Hill Golf Centre
Sedgefield, Stockton on Tees
TS21 2BB
01740 620 320

Seahouses Golf Club
Beadnell Road, Seahouses
NE68 7XT
01665 720 794
secretary@seahousesgolf.co.uk
www.seahousesgolf.co.uk

Middlesbrough Golf Club
Brasscastle Lane,
Middlesbrough
TS8 9EE
01642 311 515

Stocksfield Golf Club
New Ridley Rd,Stocksfield,
NE43 7RE
01661 843 041
info@sgcgolf.co.uk
Tynedale Golf Club
Tyne Green, Hexham
NE46 3HQ
01434 608 154

Middlesbrough Municiple Golf Club
Ladgate Lane, Middlesbrough
TS5 7YZ
01642 315 533
Norton Golf Club
Blakestone Lane, Norton
Stockton on Tees TS20 3LQ
01642 676 385

Warkworth Golf Club
The Links, Warkworth
NE65 OSW
01665 711 596

Saltburn by the Sea Golf Club
Hob Hill,
Saltburn by the Sea
TS12 1NJ
01287 622 812
www.saltburngolfclub.co.uk

Wooler Golf Club
Dod Law, Doddington,
Wooler NE71 6AN
01668 282 135

Seaton Carew Golf Club
Tees Road, Seaton Carew
TS25 1DE
01429 266 249

Scottish Borders
Eyemouth Golf Club
Gunsgreenhill, Eyemouth T
D14 5SF
01890 750 004
Hirsel Golf Club
Kelso Road, Coldstream
TD12 4NJ
01890 882 678
info@hirselgc.co.uk
www.hirselgc.co.uk
Roxburghe Golf Club
Kelso, Roxburghshire,
TD5 8JZ
01573 450 333

Teesside
Billingham Golf Club
Sandy Lane, Billingham TS22 5NA
01642 533 816
Cleveland Golf Club
Majuba Road, Redcar, Cleveland
TS10 5BJ
01642 471 798
majuba@btconnect.com
www.clevelandgolfclub.co.uk
Eaglescliffe & District Golf Club
Yarm Road, Eaglescliffe
TS16 0DQ
01642 780 238
Hartlepool Golf Club
Hart Warren, Hartlepool, TS24 9QF
01429 274 398
High Throston Golf Club
Hart Lane, Hartlepool,
TS26 0UG
01429 268 071

Teesside Golf Club
Acklam Road, Thornaby
Stockton on Tees TS17 7JS
01642 616 516
Wilton Golf Club
Wilton,Near Redcar
TS10 4QY
01642 465 265
secretary@wiltongolfclub.co.uk
Wynyard Hall Golf Club
Wellington Drive, Wynyard Park
Billingham TS22 5NQ
01740 644 399
enquiries@wynyardgolfclub.co.uk
www.wynyardgolfclub.co.uk

Tyne and Wear
Backworth Golf Club
The Hall, Backworth, NE27 0AH
0191 268 4247
backworth.miners@virgin.net
www.backworthminers.co.uk/golf
Beamish Park Hotel
Golf & Driving Range, Marley Hill,
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE16 5EG
01207 230666
Boldon Golf Club
Dipe Lane, East Boldon,
NE36 0PQ
0191 536 5360
info@boldongolfclub.co.uk
www.boldongolfclub.co.uk
Centurion Park Golf Club
Rheydt Avenue, Wallsend
NE28 8SU
0191 263 0041
info@centurionparkwallsend.co.uk
www.centurionpark.com

Hunley Hall Golf Club
Brotton, By Saltburn, TS12 2QN
01287 676 216

City of Newcastle Golf Club
Three Mile Bridge, Gosforth
Newcastle upon Tyne,
NE3 2DR
0191 285 1775

Ingleby Barwick Golf Club
Lullingstone Crescent,
Ingleby Barwick, Stockton on Tees
TS17 5GJ
01642 765 000

Garesfield Golf Club
Chopwell, NE17 7AP
01207 561 309
garesfieldgc@btconnect.com.
www.garesfieldgolfclub.co.uk

George Washington Golf Club
Stone Cellars Road, Concorde
Washington, NE37 1SS
0191 417 8346
gsd@georgewashington.co.uk
www.georgewashington.co.uk/golf
Gosforth Golf Club
Broadway East, Gosforth
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE3 5ER
0191 285 3495
Heworth Golf Club
Gingling Gate, Heworth
Gateshead, NE10 8XY
0191 469 9832
Hetton le Hill Golf Club
Elemore Vale, Easington Lane
DH5 0QR
0191 517 3061
Houghton le Spring Golf Club
Copt Hill, Houghton le Spring
DH5 8LU
0191 584 7421
secretary@houghtongolfclub.co.uk
www.houghtongolfclub.co.uk
Newcastle United Golf Club
60 Ponteland Road,
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE5 3JW
0191 286 9998
Northumberland Golf Club
High Gosforth Park,
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE3 5HT
0191 236 2009
Parklands Golf Club
High Gosforth Park,
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE3 5HQ
0191 236 4480
jfleetwood@parklandsgolf.co.uk
www.parklandsgolf.co.uk
Ravensworth Golf Club
Angel View, Longbank,
Gateshead, NE9 7UU
0191 487 6014
secretary@ravensworthgolfclub.co.uk
Ryton Golf Club
Clara Vale, Ryton, NE40 3TD
0191 413 3253
secretary@rytongolfclub.co.uk
www.rytongolfclub.co.uk
South Shields Golf Club
Cleadon Hills, South Shields
NE34 8EG
0191 456 8942
Tynemouth Golf Club
Spital Dene, Tynemouth,
NE30 2ER
0191 257 4578
Tyneside Golf Club
Westfield Lane, Ryton,
NE40 3QE
0191 413 2742
secretary@tynesidegolfclub.co.uk
www.tynesidegolfclub.co.uk
Wearside Golf Club
Cox Green, Sunderland, SR4 9JT
0191 534 2518
Westerhope Golf Club
Whorlton Grange,
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE5 1PP
0191 286 9125
Whickham Golf Club
Hollinside Park, Fellside Road
Whickham NE16 5BA
0191 488 1576
secwhickhamgc@tiscali.co.uk
www.whickhamgolfclub.co.uk

Whitburn Golf Club
Lizard Lane, South Shields,
NE34 7AF
0191 529 4210
Whitley Bay Golf Club
Claremont Rd, Whitley Bay,
NE26 3UF
0191 252 0180

directory

directory

Sharpley Golf
Seaton, Seaham, Co Durham
SR7 0NP
0191 513 1100

Close House
Heddon-on-the-Wall
NE15 0HT
01661 852 953
www.closehouse.co.uk

N o r t h ER N

Seaham Golf Club
Shrewsbury Street, Seaham
SR7 7RD
0191 581 1268
seahamgolfclub@btconnect.com
www.seahamgolfclub.co.uk

N o r t h ER N

Yorkshire (EAST)
Beverley and East Riding Golf Club
Anti Mill, Westwood, Beverley,
HU17 8RG
01482 868757
Bridlington Golf Club
Belvedere Road, Bridlington, YO15 3NA
01262 606 367
Bridlington Links Golf Club
Flamborough Road, Marton, Bridlington,
YO15 1DW
01262 401 584
Driffield Golf Club
Sunderlandwick, Driffield, YO25 9AD
01377 253 116
office@driffieldgolfclub.co.uk
www.driffieldgolfclub.co.uk
Far Grange Park & Golf Club
Skipsea, Driffield, YO25 8SY
0800 197 2074
Flamborough Head Golf Club
Lighthouse Road, Flamborough,
Bridlington, YO15 1AR
01262 850 333
www.flamboroughgolfclub.co.uk
Hainsworth Park Golf Club
Leven Road, Brandesburton,
East Yorkshire, YO25 8RT
Hornsea Golf Club
Rolston Rd, Hornsea, HU18 1XG
01964 534989
Kilnwick Percy Golf Club
Pocklington, York, YO42 1UF
01759 303 090

Yorkshire (NORTH)
Aldwark Manor Golf Club
Aldwark Alne,YO61 1UF
01347 838 146
Bedale Golf Club
Leyburn Road, Bedale, DL8 1EZ
01677 422 451
www.bedalegolfclub.com
Catterick Golf Club
Leyburn Road, Catterick Garrison
DL9 3QE
01748 833 268
Easingwold Golf Club
Stillington Road, Easingwold,
YO61 3ET
01347 822 474
Filey Golf Club
West Avenue, Filey, YO14 9BQ
01723 513 293
Flaxby Park Golf Club
Flaxby, Knaresborough,
HG5 0RR
01423 863 444
Forest of Galtres Golf Club
Skelton Lane, Wigginton,
YO32 2RF
01904 769 400
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Forest Park Golf Club
Stockton-on-Forest, York,
YO32 9HF
01904 400 425

Sandburn Hall Golf Club
Flaxton, York, YO60 7RB
01904 469 929
www.sandburnhall.co.uk

Fulford Golf Club
Heslington Lane, York, YO10 5DY
01904 413 579

Scalm Park Golf Club
Bishop Wood,
Wistow Common, Selby,
YO8 3RD
01757 210 846

Ganton Golf Club
Station Road, Ganton,
Scarborough,
YO12 4PA
01944 710 329
Harrogate Golf Club
Forest Lane Head, Harrogate,
HG2 7TF
01423 862 999
www.harrogate-gc.co.uk
Heworth Golf Club
Muncaster House,
Muncastergate,
YO31 9JY
01904 426 156
Kirkbymoorside Golf Club
Manor Vale, Kirkbymoorside,
YO62 6EG
01751 431 525
www.kirkbymoorsidegolf.co.uk
Knaresborough Golf Club
Boroughbridge Road,
Knaresborough, HG5 0QQ
01423 862 690
Malton & Norton Golf Club
Welham Park, Welham Road,
Norton,Malton,
YO17 9QE
01653 697 912
Masham Golf Club
Burnholme, Swinton Road,
Masham, Ripon,
HG4 4NS
01765 688 054
Oakdale Golf Club
Oakdale, Harrogate,
HG1 2LN
01423 567 162

Selby Golf Club
Mill Lane, Brayton, YO8 9LD
01757 228 622
Skipton Golf Club
Short Lee Lane, Skipton,
BD23 3LF
01756 795 657
The Oaks Golf Club
Aughton Common, Aughton,
YO42 4PW
01757 288 577
Thirsk & Northallerton Golf Club
Thornton le Street, Thirsk,
YO7 4AB
01845 525 115
www.tngc.co.uk
Whitby Golf Club
Low Straggleton, Whitby,
YO21 3SR
01947 600 660

FREE
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Aslan Golf
Oakleaf Golf Complex,
School Aycliffe Lane,
Newton Aycliffe,
DL5 4EF
01325 310 820

to pubs,
Raise a glass
news from
people and
your local

IL -

Andy Paisley Golf Centre,
Hexham Golf Club,
Spittal Lane,
Hexham, NE46 3RZ
01434 603 072

Autum
n/Win
ter

T
NORTH EAS

APR

AB Golf
Andy Blythe P.G.A Golf Professional
Middlesbrough Driving Range,
Ladgate Lane, Middlesbrough,
TS5 7YZ
01642 300 720

So you think you can
sell advertising?
cheers ch
VISION
CHANNEL

ZFL Golf
Unit 8d, North Tyne
Industrial Estate, NE12 9SZ
0191 270 2362

Custom Built Clubs
by Snake Eyes, Orka,
Cleveland, Acer - Book
A Fitting Today!

Turn to page 56 for details on the competition and how to enter

.uk
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A19
Boldon Golf Club, Dipe Lane,East
Boldon, NE36 0PQ
0191 536 4196

The deadline for Match Play Pairs entries
has been extended to the end of April.

t.co
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Other Golf Outlets

Entry Fee

The Hobson Golf Range
Hobson Golf Club, Burnopfield,
NE16 6BZ
www.hobsongolfrange.co.uk
Tim Jenkins Golf
Cleveland Golf Club
Majuba Road, Redcar, TS10 5BJ
01642 471 798

The Amazing
GoKart Electric
Trolley - Compact,
Superlight &
Powerful
from £259.99

Pair up for
Match Play £25

The Golf Bunker
Royal Quays Outlet, North Shields,
NE29 6DW
0191 258 1598

New Cleveland & Wilson Demo Carts - Book Now!

ntac

Headlingly Golf Club
Back Church Lane,
Adel, Leeds,
LS16 8DW
0113 267 9573

Wetherby Golf Club
Linton Lane, Linton, Wetherby,
LS22 4JF
01937 580 089

1 P. Carson & B. Smith...........44 pts
2 K. Mewse & G. Hanson.....41 (CB)
3 M. Armstrong & C. Varty........... 41

1 D. Wainman & N. Sibley......45 pts
2 R. Todd & D. Jeffcock........44 (CB)

FREE Custom Fit by Appointment on our new GC2 Launch
Monitor (As used by Sky Sports) It’s A Game Changer. We
can check, adjust & improve your current clubs.

k - neco

Rudding Park Golf Club
Rudding Park, Harrogate,
HG3 1JH
01423 872 100
www.ruddingpark.com

Scarcroft Golf Club
Syke Lane, Leeds,
LS14 3BQ
0113 289 2263

Stokesley Driving Range
Broughton Road, Stokesley
TS9 5JJ

Motor Bodies Pairs Competition

Winter 4BBB Stableford
(9/2/13)

.co.u

Garforth Golf Club
Long Lane, Garforth,
Leeds,
LS25 2DS
0113 286 2021

Sand Moor Golf Club
Alwoodley Lane, Leeds,
LS17 7DJ
0113 268 5180

Snainton Golf Direct
Coast View, Swarland, Felton,
NE65 9JG
01670 787 010

EAGLESCLIFFE

necc

Romanby Golf Club
Yafforth Road,
Northallerton
DL7 0PE
01609 778 855

Oulton Hall De Vere
Rothwell Lane, Oulton, Leeds,
Yorkshire, LS26 8HN
0871 222 4690

Philips Golf Discount
Unit 3 Strand Business Centre
Locomotion Way, Camperdown Ind Est
Killingworth, NE12 5UJ
0191 268 0008

Motocaddy, Powakaddy, Hillbilly & More

1 C. Armstrong......................... 4up
2 D. Pearson............................ 2up
3 P. Carson.............................. 1up

uk

Garforth Driving Range
Barwick Road, Garforth, Leeds,
LS25 2DN
0113 287 1111

Otley Golf Club
West Busk Lane, Otley, Leeds,
LS21 3NG
01943 465 329

Mickley Driving Range
Mickley, Stocksfield NE43 7LR

Trolley Service & Repairs

Begus Competition
(17/3/13)

1 J. Gaines...........................38 pts
2 M. Friar...........................37 (CB)
3 M. Smith................................ 37

house.co.

Ripon Golf Club
Palace Road, Ripon,
HG4 3HH
01765 603 640

Moortown Golf Club
Harrogate Road, Leeds,
LS17 7DB
0113 268 6521

Mark Rayson Golf
Hobson Golf Club, Burnopfield,
NE16 6BZ
01207 271 605
mark@markraysongolf.com
www.markraysongolf.com

TYNEDALE

www.close

Cookridge Golf Club
Cookridge Lane, Cookridge, Leeds,
LS16 7NL
0113 230 0641
www.cookridgehall.co.uk

Moor Allerton Golf Club
Coal Road, Wike,
Leeds,
LS17 9NH
0113 266 1154
www.magc.co.uk

Leda Discount Golf Centre
Grange Villa, Chester le Street
DH2 3NF
0191 370 1757

Winter League (Week 16)
10/2/13

2012

Baildon Golf Club
Moorgate, Baildon,
Shipley, West Yorkshire,
BD17 5PP
01274 584 266

Leeds Golf Centre
Wike Ridge Lane,
Shadwell, Leeds
LS17 9JW
0113 288 6000

Custom Fit Golf
South Moor Golf Club Superstore
Craghead, Stanley
DH9 6AG
01207 283 525

3 M. Williams & B. Sanderson...... 44

/ winter

Yorkshire (West)

Leeds Golf Club
Elmete Lane,
Leeds,
LS8 2LJ
0113 265 9203

9am - 5.30pm
Mon - Sat

ALNWICK CASTLE

Autumn

York Golf Club
Lords Moor Lane, Strensall,
YO32 5XF
01904 491 840

Eureka
Copt Hill, Houghton le Spring,
DH5 8LU
0191 584 1198

We’re Open

Maga zine

Richmond Golf Club
Bend Hagg, Richmond
DL10 5EX
01748 823 231
secretary@richmondyorksgolfclub.co.uk
www.richmondyorksgolfclub.co.uk

Scarthingwell Golf Club
The Scarthingwell Centre,
Scarthingwell, Tadcaster,
LS24 9PF
01937 557 878

Horsforth Golf Club
Layton Rise,
Horsforth, Leeds,
LS18 5EX
0113 258 6819

results
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house

Pike Hills Golf Club
Tadcaster Road,
Askham Bryan,
YO23 3UW
01904 700 797

Scarborough South Cliff Golf Club
Deepdale Avenue, off Filey Road,
YO11 2UE
01723 360 522

Direct Golf
Lullingstone Crescent
Stockton-on-Tees, Cleveland
TS17 5GJ
01642 765 000

Close

Pannal Golf CLub
Follifoot Road, Pannal,
HG3 1ES
01423 872 628

Scarborough North Cliff Golf Club
North Cliff Avenue,
Scarborough,
YO12 6PP
01723 355 397

Hollins Hall
Hollins Hill, Baildon,
Shipley, Bradford,
BD17 7QW
01274 530 053

Unit One, Bearl Farm, Stocksfield, Northumberland, NE43 7AJ
Tel: +44 (0) 1661 844 115 • www.offstonepublishing.co.uk

We stock batteries, chargers & spares
for all leading trolley brands

www.zflgolf.co.uk

T: 0191 2702362
E: info@zflgolf.co.uk
Unit 8d, North Tyne Ind. Estate, NE12 9SZ
Opposite ASDA Benton. Two minutes from
A19 Whitley Bay Exit on A191 Old Coast Road
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from the

bunker
NG: This photo arrived on our
Twitter feed from Mickey Johnson
(@MickeyJ9) seeking advice of
Northern Golfer’s experts.
He Tweeted:
@negolfer my playing partner @
thediddler 101 wants a free drop from
this does he get one? #cold.
The bunker wasn’t marked GUR and
we suspect this sort of scenario has
cropped up many times over this
year of abysmal weather.
We took the view it was standing
water so therefore he would get
a free drop – but were we right?
Anyhow, our reply arrived too late
but Mickey said:
“That’s what we decided in the end,
thanks.

ALL LEADING BRANDS IN STOCK
CALL IN NOW FOR A GREAT DEAL!!

Welcome to the reader feedback page where you can
tell us your likes, dislikes and funny golfing stories as
well make suggestions at to what you would like to
see in your Northern Golfer
Send your Feedback to editor@northerngolfer.co.uk
or via Twitter @negolfer Please include contact details
and photos

NG: An unusual submission now
from Whitburn Golf Club entitled a
Lament for a Whitburn Lost Soul:
This is the tale of Michael Dunn
An ageing golfer who used to have fun
His two good scores came out of
the blue
He even won a pot or two
His golfing friends moaned with a sigh
His handicap is far too high
So seeking the help of someone bolder
They approached the captain
Gary Loader
I’ll fix him cried Gary with a roar
And cut his handicap by four
Poor Michael Dunn was now bereft
He hadn’t any money left
He came each day and played his part
He went home at night with a
broken heart
He cried and cried upon the shoulder
Of that hard-hearted Gary Loader
Who simply turned his head and said
Your handicap is fixed until you’re dead

NG: We are sure many readers
know how Michael feels:
He maybe just turned one but this
determined little fella already has his
first set of golf clubs. Grandad and
Grandma Corney caught the look of
surprise on Flynn’s face as he saw his
irons for the first time. Who knows –
he could feature in future editions of
Northern Golfer – as Open champion.

NEW
MIZUNO IRONS, WOODS,

PUTTERS, WEDGES,
ETC, IN STOCK
FREE MIZUNO HYBRID WHEN YOU
PURCHASE ANY EIGHT MIZUNO
CLUBS - WHILE STOCKS LAST!!

FREE GOLF GLOVE WORTH £9.99
WITH EVERY PAIR PURCHASED
(LADIES, GENTS WHILE STOCKS LAST)

NEW

NG: European Tour player Chris
Paisley proving that tour life isn’t
quite as glamorous as we think
while practising at Wynyard Golf
Club last month.
He went on from there to claim his
best finish on the European Tour to
date, tied-11th at the Hassan II Golf
Trophy in Morocco.
Read about Chris’s first four
months on tour on page 32

WILSON STAFF RANGE IN STOCK
INCLUDING D-100 WOODS & IRONS
PURCHASE ANY SET OF IRONS
RECEIVE 2 DOZEN DX2 GOLF BALLS
FREE (WORTH £34)
PURCHASE ANY DRIVER,
FAIRWAY OR RESCUE
RECEIVE 1 DOZEN DX2
GOLF BALLS FREE
ONLY WITH THIS ADVERT

CRAZY GOLF BAG SALE

CALLAWAY 14 WAY DIVIDER EURO
CART BAGS £99 OUR PRICE £69
TITLEIST SX6 STAND BAGS
£129 OUR PRICE £69.99
WISLON PROSTAFF STAND BAGS
£69.99 NOW £54.99

OVER 100 BAGS
IN STOCK TO CLEAR
Email your feedback to
editor@northerngolfer.co.uk

NEW MEDAL COURSE & PRACTICE/ACADEMY FACILITIES
OPENING IN THE SPRING

NEW
ODYSSEY,

TAYLORMADE,
SCOTTY CAMERON
PUTTERS IN STOCK
CLEARANCE ON 2012
MODELS SAVE £££S

“THE MUST PLAY COURSE FOR 2013”
Societies Welcomed. Prices from £20/head
“Where Golfers Matter and Tradition Counts”
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How to find our
superstore
Leave A1 (m) at junction 63
Chester-le-Street and follow
B693 to Stanley, turn left onto
B6532 (Asda roundabout), follow
road to to end and turn right, pass
Blomfomtein School and follow
sign to South Moor Golf Club

INSTORE MULTIBUY DEALS 2 DOZEN FOR £19.99
(SELECTED LINES ONLY)

NEW

FOOTJOY
GOLF SHOES
IN STOCK
FULL RANGE LOWEST PRICES!

Chris Paisley working on the
driving range

IE PRO V1 & PRO V1X
ONLY £29.99 DOZEN
(THIS OFFER IS ONLY ON 2012
BALLS AND FOR A LIMITED
PERIOD ONLY)

FULL RANGE OF

NEW

MORPETH GOLF CLUB

www.morpethgolf.co.uk

GOLF BALL SPECIALS

COBRA AMP
CELL DRIVERS,
FAIRWAYS,
RESCUES &
BAFFLERS IRONS

(FURTHER DISCOUNTS
- LIMITED PERIOD)

NEW
TAYLORMADE ROCKETBALLZ

NEW
PUMA CLOTHING

(PRICE BEAT POLICY)

GOLF SHOE
CLEARANCE

2012 GOLF SHOES
ALL £29.99
HI TECH, STUBURT,
FOOTJOY ETC
(GRAB A BARGAIN WHILE STOCKS LAST)

PRICE CRASH ON DRIVERS &
FAIRWAY METALS

EG CALLAWAY RAZR
RRP £249 NOW £149
TAYLORMADE R11S
RRP £299 NOW £149
SNAKE EYES TITANIUM
£149 NOW £79
MANY MORE DRIVERS &
FAIRWAY WOODS TO CLEAR

RANGE
OF WOODS,
IRONS
& HYBRIDS
(PRICE BEAT POLICY)

NEW
TITLEIST 913

D2/D3 DRIVERS
IN STOCK
FAIRWAY
WOODS
IN STOCK

STAGE 2 DRIVERS,
FAIRWAYS
& RESCUES
R1 DRIVERS
ROCKET BLADEZ IRONS

NEW
CALLAWAY

AND SHOES
FULL RANGE
IN STOCK

FURTHER DISCOUNTS
APPLY ON MULTI BUY
PURCHASES - SEE INSTORE

1/2 PRICE DEALS
WE HAVE OVER
50 RESCUE CLUBS
18° 21° & 24°
LOFTS MENS,
LADIES, SENIORS
All priced between
£19.99 - £34.99

OVER 200 GOLF
SHIRTS TO CLEAR
OAKLEY 1/2 PRICE
FROM ONLY £19.99
ASHWORTH £39.99
NOW £24.99
STUBURT £24.99
NOW £12.50
ADIDAS £29.99
NOW £12.00

NEW
MD GOLF

SUPERSTRONG
WOODS & IRONS

CLEARANCE ON
2012 MODELS IE
DRIVERS £129 NOW £64
FAIRWAYS £69 NOW £34

GET READY FOR THE

NEW
SEASON

WE STOCK A FULL RANGE OF
GOLF BATTERIES, ALL SIZES &
FITTINGS. WE ALSO STOCK NEW
BATTERY CHARGERS QUALITY AT BEST PRICES!

UP TO 40%
OFF NORMAL
PRICES

ON ALL LADIES
CLOTHING, SHOES
& GOLF EQUIPMENT
REMEMBER

WE SPECIALISE IN CUSTOM FITTING!
BUYING ANY NEW OR PRE-OWNED IRONS,
WOODS OR RESCUE CLUBS - CALL IN
FOR A COMPLETE CUSTOM FIT IN OUR
STATE OF THE ART CUSTOM FITTING
BAY. ALL STAFF ARE PGA QUALIFIED
PROFESSIONALS. OFFERING FRIENDLY
HONEST ADVICE.
PRICE BEAT POLICY - APRIL
CUSTOM FIT FREE EQUIPMENT CHECK,
INCLUDES DRIVER, FAIRWAY, RESCUES,
IRONS AND PUTTER.
ALL LEADING BRANDS STOCKED

Open Mon - Sun
9am - 6.00pm
Early opening
Discount Golf Equipment
at weekends
All major credit
Shaun Cowell PGA Golf Professional - Tel: 01207 283 525
cards
accepted
South Moor Golf Club Superstore, Craghead, Stanley, DH9 6AG North
East Golfer 71
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There is more to Percywood
than you could ever imagine
Round of golf with Bacon Roll
£18.00

4 Ball with Bacon Roll
£62.00

Percy Special
One nights accommodation,
breakfast, 2 rounds of golf
Midweek £65.00
Weekend £75.00

Shorewood Open £2,000 prize - Telephone 01670 787010
FULLY SITED HOLIDAY HOMES FOR SALE FROM £9,995
Telephone 01670 787649 • www.percywood.co.uk
PERCY WOOD GOLF & COUNTRY RETREAT
Coast View, Swarland, Nor thumberland, NE65 9JG
Telephone: 01670 787 010 • Email: golf@percywood.co.uk
www.percywoodgolf.co.uk
NEGBOOK.indb 72

08/04/2013 19:27

