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Golf Discount
Flightscope and Golf Science Centre

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

OPENING TIMES: Mon 9am-6pm, Tue - Thurs 9pm - 7pm Fri-Sat 9am-6pm Sun 10am-4pm

NEW WEBSITE, BUY NOW ONLINE

CUSTOM FIT SPECIALISTS USING FLIGHT SCOPE - APPROVED BY ALL LEADING
MANUFACTURERS “FOR THE ULTIMATE CUSTOM FIT EXPERIENCE”
Custom clubs are fit using Flightscope 3D Doppler Tracking Golf Radar system. The main
technological aspects of the Flightscope are it’s radar technology - similar to that used in the
military. It works by 3D ball tracking which measures a number of variables and includes; real
time tracking, ball speed, both vertical and horizontal launch angles, sidespin and backspin.
3D tracking devices are not just about ball measurement they also measure club head speed,
club vertical and horizontal attack angle with capabilities far beyond traditional launch monitor
technology providing accurate and reliable results. 4 x PGA Golf Professional.

BEGINNERS & ESTABLISHED PLAYERS
“LEARN TO PLAY GOLF QUICKER THAN TRADITIONAL LESSONS” using the newly
installed 3D ball Flightscope for the ultimate experience with video analysis. This enables you to
process the information taught much quicker & easier.
Established players, we can help you to reduce your handicap. Putting lessons also available.
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BUY X HOT IRONS
RECEIVE A FREE BAG
(WHILE STOCKS LAST)

CALLAWAY

BUY X HOT DRIVER
RECEIVE A FREE HYBRID
(WHILE STOCKS LAST)

£39.99 OR
2 FOR £70

IN STOCK

SLDR DRIVERS ONLY £289
RECEIVE 1/2 DOZ
LETHAL BALLS FREE

POWAKADDY
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ONLY £295
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25% OFF
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S1 ELECTRIC TROLLEY

+ FREE SERVICE AFTER 2 YEARS
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WINTER
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ACCESSORIES IN STOCK
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SPIKES, ETC

Authorised Hill Billy
Stockists & Repair Centre
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FREEWAY ELECTRIC TROLLEY

WAS £349 NOW £295

Authorised Powakaddy Repair Centre

ALL STOCK

PING
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SELECTED CART BAGS

WINTER APPAREL IN STOCK
E.G. LINED SWEATERS,
WATERPROOFS, INSULAS ETC

SEE FOR YOURSELF:
£15 EACH OR 6 FOR
£75 VIDEO LESSONS

TION • BEST PRICES • BIGGEST SELECTION • BEST PR

Unit 3 Strand Business Centre,
Locomotion Way, Camperdown
Industrial Estate, Killingworth,
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE12 5UJ
TELEPHONE 0191 2680008
email: phil@philipsgolf.co.uk

PING APPAREL
WINTER RANGE
IN STOCK £££’S

Authorised Stockist.

SRIXON

BEAT THE NOVEMBER
PRICE INCREASE
AD 333, SOFT FEEL
ONLY £14.99 DOZEN

NEW DELAVAL, BLYTH,
NORTHUMBERLAND
NE24 4DB
01670 540110

golfer
NOR THERN

CONTRIBUTORS
Alan Hedley
(Yorkshire and south of the region)
07570 797566
ahedley@northerngolfer.co.uk
Paul Corney (north of the region)
07521 389 536
pcorney@northerngolfer.co.uk
Mark Watkins (Parklands)
0191 2364480
Dean Bailey
07792 608 162
dean@offstonepublishing.co.uk
ADVERTISING MANAGER
Gillian Corney 01661 844115
Mobile: 07903 500401
gillian@offstonepublishing.co.uk

ADVERTISING

01661 844115
We are tweeting.
Follow us @negolfer
Published by:

Publishers:
Jane Pikett & Gary Ramsay
Address: Offstone Publishing,
Unit 1, Bearl Farm, Stocksfield,
Northumberland, NE43 7AL
Telephone: 01661 844115
E: enquiries@offstonepublishing.co.uk
twitter: @offstonepublish
facebook: /northerngolferuk

we all love diminish, we are here to keep you up to date with what is
going on in the region both on and off the course.
This month we feature two stalwarts of the golfing scene in Sandy
Twynholm and Pat Smillie, alongside many talented boys and girls
coming through the ranks to make their mark.
It really is exciting to see so many youngsters winning trophies - it
is a real tribute to the clubs and their professionals who are doing so
much to boost the numbers playing.
Competition from so many other sports and pastimes has never
been tougher and coupled with the impact a difficult economy has
had on memberships, it is vital to invest in he future of the game.
However, while members are the lifeblood of any club, the
growing popularity of societies is something of an opportunity.
Groups of friends of all abilities looking for a great day or days
out should be encouraged - they are a great source of revenue and
potential ambassadors the better the experience they have.
In a special feature this month we have spoken to some of the
societies who have enjoyed their golf on courses both in the region
and further afield.
The clubs among our course profiles is Beamish Park where
rumours about its future are quashed and we find a determined club,
quite rightly bursting with pride at the quality of its course.
Indeed, after one of the best summers in recent times, so many
of the region’s courses are in beautiful condition - and that is a great
tribute to those who work long hours to give us the chance to play
them at their best.
Given the quite appalling previous year, it has led to an improving
financial position for many clubs who may have been tipped over the
edge had we endured another wet summer.
That is why both members and non-members alike should be
encouraged to support their clubs through the winter- whether it be
Sunday lunch, party nights or buying Christmas presents. We are so
lucky to have such great clubs and courses - to keep them in good
nick and to pay staff they need our
continued support.
Paul Robertson, editor
editor@northerngolfer.co.uk
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Swashbuckling
show
Teesside schoolboy James
Swash has been attracting
attention after cutting five shots
off his handicap this year.
The 14-year-old year nine
pupil at Egglescliffe School in
Eaglescliffe, decided to play out
of Middlesbrough Brass Castle as
his home club this year.
And being at a club with an
excellent youth policy has paid
off as he started the year on
a handicap of 11, finished on
six and has been included in
Yorkshire’s county coaching and
England Golf’s Under 16 winter
training programme.
Young James’ results
throughout the year have been
pretty impressive, playing
for the Middlesbrough Brass
Castle junior team and he was
number one when they won
the Teesside Union Junior Team
Championships at Catterick.
At Keighley, they then won
the Yorkshire Union Junior
Team Championships to qualify
for the England Junior Team
Championships at Woodhall Spa.
While they didnot manage
to win that one, James was
back at Woodhall after he won
through to the England Skills
Challenge Finals for the second
year running where he finished
runner-up in his category after
winning the title last year.
He’s now looking forward to
the Yorkshire and England U16
winter programme to move his
game forward.

Boys
March2Matfen
champion
Jai Scott
(Newbiggin)
with his
prizes. Girls
March2Matfen
winner Megan
Forman
(Newbiggin/
Alnmouth
Village)

Newbiggin juniors
blow opposition away
Jai Scott and Megan Forman refused to be blown off
course to win the 2013 March2Matfen

T

he final event of the season-long
March2Matfen was reduced to
nine holes as high winds made
the Northumberland venue
almost unplayable but both Jai Scott and
Megan Forman returned 18 points in the
stableford competition.
Megan, 15, had an impressive record in
the qualifying rounds, amassing 1,240 points
and carried that form into the final to hold off
Rosie Belsham to win by two points.
This season Megan’s handicap has reduced
by nine shots; she is now down to 16 and
targeting single figures.
“This is the first year I’ve really dedicated
time to practice and playing more
competitions,” she said.
“With continued practice and lessons with
John McKenna at Tynemouth over the winter,
I hope to get my handicap down even more
next year,” Megan added.
The top three in the boys’ order of merit

were Jonathan Dykes, Elliott Brown and Ben
Good going into the Matfen event.
However Jai served notice of his potential by
scoring top points at Allendale before turning
in a title-winning display at Matfen Hall to pip
Elliot by a single point.
The 12-year-old, who now plays off 23,
started playing at the age of five and is
coached by Jonathan Lupton at Close House
as part of the Northumberland County
Academy programme.
“Despite the bad weather on the day, I tried
hard to play well and still enjoyed the day.
“I was very happy to win and would like to
thank everyone at Northumberland CGP for
their encouragement and support as well as the
sponsors for the fantastic prizes,” said Jai.
The March2Matfen has seen junior golfers
from across the region competing in nine
different events to score points for the order
of merit.
For more visit: www.northumberlandcgp.co.uk

WINTER
MEMBERSHIP
FOR ALL YOUR GOLFING NEEDS
Ping, Titleist, Callaway, TaylorMade,
Ping Collection, etc, etc
Call in and find you’re ideal Christmas present!!
Check out our website for full range

www.eurekagolf.co.uk

Houghton-le-Spring Golf Club, Copt Hill, DH5 8LU
Telephone 0191 5841198
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Nov 1st - 31st March 2014
Adults £100
Join as a Full Member January 1st 2014
and the £150 will be deducted from the
fees ie £400 - £150 YOU PAY £250

For further details telephone
the Secretary on 01289 306130
MAGALENE FIELDS GOLF CLUB
Berwick upon Tweed TD15 1NE
e: secretary.magdalene-fields@hotmail.co.uk
www.magdalene-fields.co.uk
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We’re
off to the
States

Champion

Scholarships for Newcastle
girls to further their golf

N

ewcastle duo Nicola Haynes and
Samantha Taylor have headed
off to the USA on scholarships to
further their education and their
golfing careers.
Both are England players, both are 18 and
both are coached by Matfen Hall’s J J Vallely.
Nicola, a member of the Northumberland
club, has won the Northumberland Ladies’
Championship two years running and plays
off scratch while Samantha, who plays out of
Parklands, is a four handicapper.
Nicola, a former Central Newcastle High
School pupil from Gosforth, is now at James
Madison University in Virginia where she will
be majoring in chemistry.
Last year she captured the St Andrews
Junior Ladies’ Championship and the Northern
Region schools title.
Sam, who lives in Cullercoats and is also a
member of Tynemouth, has secured a place at
King University in Bristol, Tennessee.
She went to Marden High School then
Whitley Bay Sixth Form College and will be
majoring in photography and digital media.
Sam was Northumberland junior champion
in 2009 and the county schools winner in 2012
and 2013. She is also in her second year as a
member of the England Futures Squad.
Vallely has worked with Haynes for three
years and with Sam for a shorter period and he
said: “They both have excellent attitudes and
are easy to work with, he said. They put in the
hard graft!”

Georgina with her Ganton
Junior Open engraved crystal
plaque and Scotty Putter prize
Flamborough Head’s Georgina
Hirst became the first girl to win
the Ganton Junior Open, holding
off a field of 90 over the tough
championship course.
Ganton has staged the men’s
Home Internationals and British
Seniors Amateur Open this year
but 14-year-old Georgina, playing
off a handicap of nine, recorded
a gross score of 83, dropping just
seven shots to par, which gave her a
Stableford score of 38 points.
Winning by the narrow margin
of count back on her back nine
score, Georgina became the first
girl since the inception of this open
competition to have her name
engraved on the prestigious trophy.
Asked afterwards how she felt
about winning she said: “I knew I
was playing well but I didn’t think it
would be good enough to win.”

Nicola Haynes

Flamborough Head Golf Club
‘The Friendliest Club on the Coast…..’

Book your Summer 2014 Golf Day
18 holes & food from £22pp

Lighthouse Road Flamborough YO15 1AR
enquiries@ﬂamboroughheadgolfclub.co.uk
www.ﬂamboroughheadgolfclub.co.uk

Play
& Stay

Bed & Breakfast
with unlimited golf*
Facilities include, two bedrooms, lounge with stunning views of the
course & the North Sea, a fully equipped kitchen , bathroom, parking,
full use of the Clubhouse and a full English Breakfast in our restaurant.

From: 1 night and 1 day’s unlimited golf* £49 p.p.
East Coast Golf Passport with Bed & Breakfast from,
2 nights, 3 rounds of golf, from 5 courses* £116 p.p.
*terms & conditions apply

01262 850333
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We’re Open
9am - 5.30pm
Mon - Sat

TEEINGOFF

Trolley Service & Repairs
Motocaddy, Powakaddy, Hillbilly & More

10% OFF

*

on production of this voucher
excludes electric trolleys & batteries. use in store only.

*

We stock Lithium Batteries for
Motocaddy, Powakaddy, Hillbilly Etc.

The Amazing
GoKart Electric
Trolley - Compact,
Superlight &
Powerful
from £259.99

Darren Grey. Picture courtesy Northern Echo

Guaranteed £100
Minimum Part Exchange
(any set/condition)
against many custom
built iron sets

Triumph at
Tynemouth
One-armed golfer takes the title in
tricky conditions

D
FREE Loft & Lie Check
by Appointment.

Repairs & Reshafts

Electric Trolley Battery & Charger Tests

We stock batteries, chargers & spares
for all leading trolley brands

www.zflgolf.co.uk

T: 0191 2702362
E: info@zflgolf.co.uk
Unit 8d, North Tyne Ind. Estate, NE12 9SZ
Opposite ASDA Benton. Two minutes from
A19 Whitley Bay Exit on A191 Old Coast Road
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arlington Golf Club’s
Darren Grey finished off
his season with a win at
the English & Welsh OneArmed Open Championship.
Grey, who was knocked out at
the semi-final stage of the World
Championships in June, won the
season ending, 27-hole event at
Tynemouth Golf Club in difficult
conditions.
“I was really happy to pick up the
title at the last event of the season.
“My golf has started to come
together in the last couple of months
since I moved back to Darlington
and have been getting some more
practice in,” Grey said.
Grey picked up the overall
stableford title by three points,
scoring 35 points in the first round
and 21 points in the final nine holes
to beat Robert Paul. Paul claimed
the gross crown.
“I just had to plug away in the
worst of the conditions, I think every
one struggle with the rain, all of us
got absolutely soaked.
“I was a bit off for the first
10 holes of the first round, but I
improved a lot as I got into it and

finished the round well,” Grey added.
Grey has come close a number
of times this season. His highlight
of the year was a hole-in-one at
the World Championships in June
during his semi-final defeat by
Sweden’s Alex Hjalmarsson.
The 28-year-old will now take
some time away from the course
ahead of the arrival of his second
child in January, but is hoping to get
back out onto the course in 2014.
“I’m planning to take a bit of time
off over the winter, I’ll still try and
practice – but I’ve got another child
on the way so it’s going to get pretty
hectic at home, I’m not holding out
much hope.
“I’m going to take a good look at
my game in the early part of next
year and focus my practice a bit
more – I’ll certainly be doing some
work on my chipping and working
hard with my new putter.”
Next year Grey hopes to compete
in the World Championships, an
event he won in 2010 and is also
hoping the British one-armed golf
championship will make a return.
To keep up-to-date with onearmed golf visit www.onearmgolf.org
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Bishops are kings
County Durham club shines to take the Clark Cup

B

ishop Auckland put the gloss on a
successful season when they lifted
the Clark Cup, Durham County’s
knockout trophy, with a 3-2 win over
South Moor in the final at South Shields.
Defending champions Wynyard lost out
on the possibility of a hat-trick when they lost
in the first round 4-1 to Eaglescliffe and apart
from a 5-0 thumping of Ryton, Bishops, who
last won the cup in 2006, had to scrap hard to
reach the final.

It wasn’t an easy victory over South Moor
either despite big wins for Jamie Birbeck over
Ray Armstrong 6&5 and Graham Milne over
Ian McEntee 6&4 as Stephen Ridley lost 4&3
to Stuart Nixon and Dan Simpson went down
by the same margin to David Turner but
Bishops just had the edge with Wayne Hewitt’s
3&1 win over Malcolm Kay.
The win was some recompense for losing
out to Wynyard for the Teesside Union
League first division title in the last game of

Winter Golf

The
winning Bishop
Auckland
team and
captain Andy
Graham with
the Clark Cup
presented by
Durham County
President Alan
Roberts

the season and Bishops ability
to produce good young players
was highlighted last year when
the club was presented with the
SportEngland GolfMark Award, a
national scheme that recognises
clubs who have junior and
beginner friendly golf facilities.
And this year, Bishops also
hosted the Northern Counties
Ladies Team Championships.
Meanwhile, South Moor,
another club who take junior and
ladies golf seriously, is to receive
£48,244 of National Lottery funding
to create a par three course and
install drainage.

Winter Golf Day
£30 per person

...on your doorstep

Our Winter Golf Day package features
breakfast rolls and coffee on arrival, 18 holes
of golf, inclusive hedgehog trolley hire and
mini hand warmers for all guests.

Rockliffe Hall, home of the PGA English Senior Open, is set on the banks of the
River Tees in the North East of England and the championship course benefits
from 12 miles of under-course drainage and irrigation - meaning greens,
fairways and tees remain in tip-top condition, year round, come rain or shine.

Winter Golf Academy
From £20 per person,
minimum numbers apply
Rockliffe Hall’s Golf Clinics can be completely
personalised to your groups’ experiences,
from beginners to hardened tour professionals,
and warming hot cocoas and cake in the
Clubhouse are provided afterwards as you
reflect on the day’s experiences.

Winter Green fees are subject to availability
from November 2013 until March 2014.
To book, please call 01325 729980 or email
golf@rockliffehall.com quoting ‘North East Times’

www.rockliffehall.com
Hurworth-on-Tees Darlington County Durham DL2 2DU +44 (0)1325 729999 enquiries@rockliffehall.com
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Making his Marc
Marcus Armitage finds there is nothing
unlucky about 13 on the Europro Tour

H

owley Hall Golf Club’s Marcus
Armitage picked up top newcomer
honours on the PGA EuroPro Tour to
round off an incredible debut season.
Armitage finished in ninth place on the
EuroPro Order of Merit, within £2,500 of the top
five and a Challenge Tour card for next season.
“It was great to pick up the award after such a
great season. I’ve had a superb year with 13 wins
in total. I’ve come a long way this year, it’s been a
magic year really,” Armitage said.
The 26-year-old’s season highlight was a win
at the PGA EuroPro Tour Kingspan Concra Wood
Open in July.
“I want to press on now and really establish
myself on the EuroPro Tour next year then
make the step up to the Challenge Tour in 2015,”
Armitage added.
Alongside his coach Duncan McCarthy,
Armitage has laid out a career plan, which he
hopes will see him become a winner on the
European Tour. “I’ve cut my career plan down
from ten years to eight. Next year I want to be in

08 NORTHERN GOLFER

the top five of the order of merit
and move up to the Challenge
Tour where I’ll spend three years
before moving up to the main tour
for three years and then, hopefully,
win on the main tour – that’s the
plan,” he explained.
Armitage has had great support
this year and was keen to thank
his sponsors and coaches, “Nike
are really happy with me this year.
They’ve helped me a lot, particularly
when I wasn’t playing a lot.
“My coaches Anthony Sheehy and
Duncan McCarthy at Ignite Sports, have
been a massive help to me and I can’t thank
them enough,” Armitage added.
Oliver Farr picked up the Order of Merit
title while Oulton Hall’s Dan Gavins, Longhirst
winner George Woolgar, Dave Coupland and
Paul McKechnie rounded off the top five and
each collected their Challenge Tour card
for 2014.

Marcus
Armitage.
Photo credit
888poker.com
PGA Europro
Tour
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PAY & PLAY SPECIALS
MONDAY - FRIDAY

£10.00 round
Includes coffee & bacon sandwich

WEEKENDS

£10.00 per round

4 BALL SPECIAL

£35.00 Monday - Sunday
AUTUMN DRIVING RANGE SPECIAL
50 Balls £1.00 - 100 Balls £2.00
WATCH OUT FOR OUR JACKPOT
TARGET GOLF - WIN £££’S

BOOK YOUR 2014
GOLF SOCIETY NOW
AT 2011 RATES!!

Graham Cant in action in the Super 60s

No Canter for
Graham

Cant takes the super 60s and his former home
course gets good tournament news

F

ormer Longhirst Hall
pro Graham Cant took
former Ryder Cup ace
Maurice Bembridge all the
way to the wire in the PGA Super
60s Championship.
Cant and his Glasgow teammate
Jim Armstrong signed for a closing
67 which included an eagle on the
322-yard par four first when the
former Arcot Hall pro holed a wedge
from 120 yards.
“You can’t ask for anything better
to get you going,” said Cant.
“We combined well, we played
what I call pro-am golf, birdie, bogey
in and out and both contributed.”
Bembridge displayed some of
the shot-making skills that once
saw him hold the course record
at Augusta as he and lifelong pal
Michael Curley shot 66.
Bembridge reeled off three
straight birdies from the first
which helped them on their way
to a one-stroke victory in the
£10,000 tournament.
Bembridge and Curley shot 69 66
with Cant and Armstrong posting 69
67 over the two days.

Meanwhile Longhirst will be
staging their fifth PGA EuroPro
event in 2014 and for the first
time the Dawson course will host
the professionals.
The event is scheduled to take
place from May 21-23, 2014.
The Northumberland venue has
gone from strength to strength in
the last four years, with the Lakes
Course providing a superb backdrop
to the EuroPro Tour’s Sweet Spot
Classic earlier this year when George
Woolgar lifted the trophy.
Longhirst’s Director of Golf,
Graham Chambers, said: “The last
four years have been a big learning
curve for us when it comes to
hosting a tour event. This year’s
event was fantastic and we set out
to secure the 2014 event as soon
as possible.
“The Dawson offers a different
test to the Lakes. Where the Lakes
is very tight and scoring is really at
a premium; the Dawson, despite
being longer, offers players a little
more room and potentially a few
more scoring opportunities than
the Lakes.”

To keep up-to-date with the EuroPro Tour visit: www.europrotour.com

Dont delay ring today
Telephone The Golf Shop
on 0191 2624231
HAPPY GILMORES BAR
All newcastle matches shown live
CENTURION PARK GOLF CLUB
Rheydt Avenue, Wallsend, NE28 8SU
www.centurionpark.com

WINTER’S HERE
No need to hang up your clubs, our floodlit driving range is
always open, whatever the weather
Monday-Thursday 9.00am - 9.00pm
Fri, Sat, Sun 9.00am-7.00pm
Junior group lessons still going on
Saturdays & Sundays 11.00am-12.00pm
With 2 PGA professionals
(1 PGA assistant, individual lessons,
are available day and night)
Our 9 hole short course, is perfect for the cold,
and wet winter months. It only takes 11/2 hours to play,
so you’re not out all day.
COCKEN LODGE WHERE GOLF IS TO BE ENJOYED NOT ENDURED

www.cockenlodgegolf.co.uk • TELEPHONE: 0191 5841053
Cocken Lodge, Leamside, Houghton-le-Spring DH4 6QP.

KEEP IN THE SWING THIS WINTER,
WE SIMPLY NEVER CLOSE.
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Small but
big winners
Talented Harrogate youngsters see
off competition from the big boys

H

arrogate may be the
smallest of the eight
golfing unions in
Yorkshire - but it has
always punched above its weight.
With just 12 member clubs the
aim to provide competitive golf
for all remains a target which it
has maintained for the 70 years of
its existence.
“We are the smallest union in
Yorkshire,” said President Mike
Mayman, “But the beauty of it is
that we can get round every club
every year.
“A lot of other unions are more
disparate, some have as many as 40

member clubs and players don’t get
to go to every club every year.
“So, in that sense, we are rather
unique, there’s a sense of family
and our size is our advantage. It’s a
friendly union.”
For that reason there are no plans
to expand the union, which started
off with four clubs and reached 12
when Romanby joined in 2002 and
Rudding Park in 2004.
There are plenty of matches, with
20 Alliance competitions, seven
league matches against the other
unions plus men’s, women’s and
mixed competitions.
However, it is the Harrogate

The Harrogate junior team after this year’s Yorkshire
Inter-District Union Junior Team Championship triumph
Union’s ability to unearth talented
youngsters that catches the eye.
Bedale’s Dan Brown won the
Yorkshire County title last year and
played for England Boys. The Union’s
junior team won this year’s Yorkshire
Inter-District Union Junior Team
Championship and Pannal’s Will

Caldecott was named Union Junior
Golfer of the Year.
Some big name players have
made their mark with the union
such as Colin Montgomerie,
who won the Union Individual
Championship at Ilkley when he was
a member there.

JOIN NOW AS OPTION ONE MEMBER AND
RENEW MARCH 2015!! ONLY £9.50 PER WEEK!!
OR
JOIN AT £495 FULL MEMBERSHIP
AND GET 8 FREE LESSONS!!!
Direct Debit Available
Memberships available, Direct Debit facilities

Telephone 01670 791562 or email: enquiries@longhirstgolf.co.uk
LONGHIRST HALL GOLF COURSE, LONGHIRST, MORPETH, NORTHUMBERLAND, NE61 3LL
visit us online at: www.longhirstgolf.co.uk

10 NORTHERN GOLFER

Longhirst Hall
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Close encounter
Mathews settles for runner up at The Belfry
at event in memory of Dave Thomas

J

eff Mathews had to settle for
second place as birthday boy
Kevin Earp and teammates
Lawrence Dodd and Peter
Latimer (pictured right) captured the
inaugural SkyCaddie PGA England and
Wales Inter County Championship title
at the Belfry.
The three-man winning team received
the brand new Dave Thomas Memorial
Trophy and the winner’s cheque of
£4,000. But former Wallsend and
Bedlington player Mathews, representing
Lancashire - he is now head pro at Oak
Royal as well as being Lancashire PGA
secretary - was happy enough to share
the second place cheques of £2,400 with
David Shacklady (Mossock Hall) and
Barry Taylor (Houghwood).
The tournament was staged over the
PGA National, designed by former PGA
captain Thomas, who recently passed

away, and Peter Alliss. In recognition of
Newcastle-born Thomas’ contribution,
his son Paul was on hand to present
the trophy.
Thomas said: “Dad held the
Association in high regard and I’m very
honoured to present this trophy as part
of this tournament and wish it every
success for many, many years to come.”
Mathews, now 50, is a former captain
of the PGA North Region and has won
more than 100 events since joining the
paid ranks as an assistant at Wallsend.
He progressed to Bedlingtonshire as
head professional then migrated to the
Blackburn area more than 20 years ago,
almost single-handedly building his own
driving range and par three course near
Samlesbury Hall which he later sold.
Following a spell as pro at Mytton
Hall Golf Club, Mathews admitted that
he could not afford to turn down the

Jeff
Mathews

A C O A S TA L G E M
PLAY THE BEST GREENS
IN THE AREA

opportunity at Oak Royal, a testing ninehole course situated at Withnell on the
outskirts of Chorley and Blackburn.
Mathews, who is also Lancashire
PGA secretary, is a former winner of the
county matchplay championship and
Order of Merit.
He is still highly competitive and will
try to win his European Senior Tour card
next year, having narrowly failed earlier
this year.
“If I succeed it won’t interfere with
my role at Oak Royal because there
are only a limited number of fixtures,”
he explained.

Whitburn Golf Club
www.whitburngolfclub.co.uk

WINTER GOLF OFFERS
4 Ball only £60.00

MEMBERSHIPS
Ring NOW! for our special offers now until end of December 2014
Telephone the Secretary on 0191 5292177 option 1

SOCIETIES
Excellent deals for visiting parties
Telephone the Professional on 0191 5294210 option 3
F O R OT H E R S P E C I A L D E A L S S E E U S O N T W I T T E R L I N K @ G O L F W H I T B U R N
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Backworth Golf Club

TEEINGOFF

A MUST PLAY HIDDEN GEM IN NORTH TYNESIDE

Credit: Getty Images/ Paul Thomas

Membership from
1st Nov-1st Jan 2015 - £425
From October 28th,
October Winter Green fees
£10 per round
Fairway mats will come into
operation during November
Telephone the Manager
John Robinson on 0191 2684274
Visitors & Societies Welcome
Telephone 0191 2689131 for course availability, information and events
Email: backworthminers@virgin.net • www.backworthminers.co.uk/golf
The Hall, Backworth, NE27 0AH

Golf in the Scottish Borders
Traditional country inn ideally situated
for playing MINTO, THE HIRSEL,
KELSO, HAWICK plus many more.
12 en-suite bedrooms with tv, wi-fi,
tea/coffee making facililties, Sky tv.
Restaurant and bar serving excellent home
cooked food and cask ales (good pub guide)

The Auld
Cross Keys Inn

B&B only £35.00 pp sharing
twin room or £45.00 pp single

Tel: Karen or Dave on 01450 870305
crosskeysdenholm@btopenworld.com
www.crosskeysenholm.co.uk
Five Star Tripadvisor Certificate of Excellence

The Green, Denholm, Scottish Borders, TD9 8NU

The complete travel service for golfers.
Committed to giving the best service
and great prices to Northeast golfers.

Penina Golf Resort
Alvor, Algarve

Nov & Dec

Daily Golf on the Championship Course. Bed and Breakfast, car hire included

7 Nights:

£359

5 Nights:

£279

Valderrama Pro Am 27th January 2014
5 Nights at Hotel Almenara, 4 Days Pro Am Golf:
Almenara, La Reserva, San Roque Old, Valderrama.
Airport transfers and shuttle service to courses.
Buggies included on 3 days. £925 per person.
In association with Northwest PGA

Discuss your next golfing holiday with an expert.
Call Kevin Batty, Golfing Holidays.org: 01661 828021
Email Kevin@golfingholidays.org
All prices quoted exclude flights.
All holidays have full financial protection.
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Craig Goodfellow - in top form

Winners head
for some sun

A competitive trip to Portugal is reward
for a great season

C

raig Goodfellow will be
keeping his fingers crossed
that his autumn purple
patch continues this
month as he heads for Portugal.
Goodfellow tied for top spot in
the end-of-season True Temper NE /
NW PGA Tour Championship to add
to his order of merit win.
Goodfellow shot a four-under-par
66 along with Westerhope’s Michael
Nesbit at Hexham as the top 20 from
the regional Order of Merit took part
in an 18-hole shoot-out.
Sharpley’s Simon Robinson was
two shots further back while David
Clark (Morpeth), who Goodfellow,
pipped for the order of merit crown,
was a shot further back.
Goodfellow also made mincemeat
of the stunning Archerfield Links in
a joint NE /NW and Scottish PGA
tournament with rounds of 66 and 71
over the Fidra and Dirleton courses
to win by a shot.
He must have something against
Morpeth lads as it was Morpeth
assistant Steven Fawcitt (68 70)
and Whitekirk’s Paul Wardell (67
71) who finished runners-up with
Tynedale’s Martin Forster third on
139 (67 72) along with Caldwell’s

Chris Currie (66 73).
“I’ve finished second a lot this
season which meant I’ve picked up
points regularly,” said Goodfellow.
“I put a lot of work in last winter
and I’ve really concentrated on the
NE / NW PGA this year rather than
playing all over the place.”
Goodfellow even had the nerve to
lead the winning team at Archerfield
on 126 and he will be hoping that
continues in the Algarve as the NE/
NW PGA stage the first of their
winter pro-ams, in conjunction
with Kevin Batty’s North East based
golfingholidays.org, main sponsors
of Northern Golfer’s Matchplay
Pairs Championship.
The prize for winning the
matchplay pairs is a place in the
pro-am. Unfortunately, one of our
winners Alan Brady cannot make
it but his daughter Danielle has
stepped in to join our other winner
Matt Harper in the team led by
Parklands professional Martyn
Jobling and, no doubt, hindered by
our own Alan Hedley.
Two rounds will be played over
the stunning Palmares layout plus a
round each at Pinheiros Altos and
Pinta courses in the Algarve.

TEEINGOFF

TIM JENKINS GOLF

CLEVELAND GOLF CLUB 01642 498 772
Majuba Road, Redcar

LOTS OF GREAT IDEAS FOR

CHRISTMAS
Dyke House’s Jack Ainscough being presented with his PING Carry
Bag by Lee Westwood’s mum, Trish, at Gainsborough Golf Club

Jack is skills
camp champ

Teenager off to Florida after being crowned
winner of Lee Westwood’s summer skills camp

A

promising Hartlepool
golfer has won a dream
trip to Florida where he
could meet one of his
sporting heroes.
Talented teenager Jack Ainscough
will be heading to the United
States to visit the Lee Westwood
Golf School in Orlando after
being crowned the overall winner
of the Ryder Cup star’s summer
skills camps.
Jack, 14, finished top in the grand
final holding off a list of hopefuls
from 35 Westwood camps around
the country.
“I went there thinking I could
win and I played really well,
believing I could all the way
through,” said Jack, a student on
Dyke House Sports and Technology
College’s Elite Development Squad
scholarship programme.
“I did well at my short game and
I never missed many putts, so I was
delighted to win.
“I can’t wait to go over to Florida
now. I am hoping to go over there
at a time when Lee Westwood
will actually be there. That would
be amazing.”
Jack qualified for the final they
held at qualifying from the North
East section at Close House earlier
this year.

While recieving coaching from
PGA professionals, competitors
were scored on skill games covering
different aspects of the game,
including putting, chipping, pitching
and bunker play.
“I got 52 points and that was
enough to win it,” said Jack. “I was
told beforehand that a score around
the mid-40s would be a high score
and the score I ended up with I was
told was almost pro-like!”
Shotton-born Jack, who has
targeted a place in next year’s
McGregor Trophy, was also
presented with a Ping bag and his
trophy by Lee Westwood’s mum
Trish, after winning the Under
14 category ahead of Adam Bass
(Brookmans Park) and Bradley Nunn
(Crondon Park).
His 52-point tally was not
bettered by any of the other age
groups, ranging from under eights
through to under 16s, and now he is
planning for his holiday to Florida
in 2014.
Jack began playing golf in 2008
and has got his handicap down to
four as a member of Hartlepool,
Castle Eden and Seaton Carew.
He has also made his mark on the
Durham County scene and has been
selected for England Golf Regional
winter training at Matfen Hall.

50% OFF GLENMUIR
CHRISTMAS PACKS
COTTON SWEATER & PIQUE SHIRT

BELTS

£49.99

CUSTOM FIT VOUCHER
FOR THE GOLFER LOOKING FOR THAT
SPECIAL SOMETHING

Thinking of buying the golfer you know a new Driver or Set of Irons but
know these should be a custom fit for his/ her game? Keep the surprise and
buy a Custom Fit Voucher! After Christmas the Golfer books in for a Personal
Computerised Fitting Session when we will measure the swing speed, ball spin
rate, launch angle, loft and lie and the value of the voucher will be used towards
the perfect Driver or Set of Irons

SE lightweight
stand bags
RRP £117 OUR PRICE

£89.99

FREE WEATHERSOF GLOVE

GOLF
BUDDY

WT3 GPS Watch

36,000 Pre- loaded
courses
No yearly fees

£159

AD333
2 dozen for

£25
Freeway trolley
ONLY

£299

£50 trade in against
your old electric trolley
with battery & charger

YOU PAY ONLY

£249

VISIT OUR NEW STORE

CASTLE EDEN GOLF CLUB

PGA PROFESSIONAL - PETER JACKSON 01429 836 689

WWW.TIMJENKINSGOLF.CO.UK
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Chester-le-Street
Golf Club
MEMBERSHIPS NOW AVAILABLE FOR
2014 WITH NO JOINING FEE
Apply now for details!

WINTER SPECIAL OFFERS
One round of golf and a hot meal for £16
Nov - Feb, Mon to Fri
- Bookings up to 4 days in advance of playing

2014 0PENS
Entries are now being taken for 2014 opens. Application form
can be downloaded from www.clsgolfclub.co.uk under
competitions/open competitions
Chester le Street Golf Club, Lumley Park, County Durham, DH3 4NS
e: clsgcoffice@tiscali.co.uk • t: 0191 3883218 • www.clsgolfclub.co.uk

A GEM IN THE
DERWENT VALLEY
Excellent 18 hole parkland course

Memberships
Ring NOW! for our fantastic
NEW member Offer!!
Contact the Secretary on 01207 505060 or
email consettgolfclub@btconnect.com

4 Ball Winter Special
£40.00 Monday to Friday
includes bacon sandwich + tea of coffee
£40.00 Weekends

Consett & District Golf Club
Elmfield Road, Consett, County Durham DH8 5NN

To enquire about Membership, book an Open or 4 Ball please Telephone: 01207 580210
or email:consettgolfclub@btconnect.com • www.consettgolfclub.com
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Euan Waller

EU beauty
Great win for Waller in Teesside Matchplay

E

uan Waller had to go to
extra time to clinch victory
in the Teesside Union
Matchplay Championship.
In the semi-finals clubmates
Lee McCavanagh and Robert Moon
were pitted against one another with
McCavanagh coming out on top 5
& 4 while in the second semifinal
Waller, from Eaglescliffe, faced
Cleveland’s Paul Greenmon.
In a tight contest, Waller held on

to win on the 18th and the final also
went the full distance with Waller
fighting back from two down with
four to play to be one up on the
18th tee.
Walk lost the hole to go to
sudden death and after sharing the
first extra hole a birdie at the 20th
sealed Waller’s win to give his club
the double with clubmate Tom
Smith having won the Teesside
Union Strokeplay earlier in the year.

Big brother
AARON Pheasant is leaving his post
as Director of Golf at the KP Golf
Course to take up a similar role at
Hull Golf Club.
But while he will be moving
on to pastures new, the Pheasant
connection at KP will carry on as his
brother Ashley is the club’s the new
Director of Golf.
Aaron said, “I would just like to
thank the club and members for
their support.”

Oh brother - Aaron and
Ashley Pheasant

TEEINGOFF

Yorkshire Rabbits
do all the running
Kirkbymoorside retain the NERGA Club
Champions title. Dean Bailey reports on the
association’s growing success

F

or the second year in a
row North Yorkshire’s
Kirkbymoorside lifted the
North East Rabbits Golf
Association’s Club Championship.
This year’s finals day took place at
Rudding Park in October – wrapping
up an incredible season for the
association and its teams.
Martin Hill, NERGA Secretary,
said: “This year’s finals day at
Rudding Park was our first big
event and involved all 23 of the
clubs which competed in this year’s
league. The day went very well and
each club was represented – which
was a great achievement for our

first year. The feedback we received
at the event was excellent.”
A total of 43 players took part in
the showpiece event, which saw the
three zone winners; Catterick, Crook
and Kirkbymoorside compete for
the title.
The Kirkbymoorside team
recorded a total of 249 points.
Catterick finished second on 237
points with Crook third with a total
of 233 points.
Captain, Kevin Hughes, said,
“We’re very pleased to have won
the championship for a second
time, we weren’t expecting to win
having scraped through to finals day

Mark Collinson from Crook, Mark Cowton, Kirkbymoorside
and Abs Bhatti of Catterick
with a win in the last game of the
group stages.”
Chris Knowles (Kirkbymoorside)
was the player of the day, returning
an impressive 41 points. Crook’s
Mark Collinson collected 39 points
while Guy Stevens and Robin
Cass (Kirkbymoorside), and Brian
Harrison and John Bell from Crook
recorded 37 points.
“The rabbits league is very
different to the scratch leagues

we’re all used to. The rabbits is a
very relaxed setup. It’s been great
this year to get out and play some
courses a little bit outside of our
area,” Hughes added.
Easingwold’s Peter Bollands won
the individual event, for the leading
points scorer from each club, with
an impressive 38 points.
Ahead of the 2014 season
Prudhoe and Hobson,have joined
the league, taking it to 25 teams.

For more on the NERGA or to enter your club ahead of the 2014 season, visit nerga.co.uk or contact Martin Hill, NERGA Secretary on 07775 615307
or email martin_hill@live.co.uk

KEEP YOUR GAME UP
TO SCRATCH THIS WINTER

Short game facilities, golf simulators, European Tour Workshop
Memberships available
See true PGA Professionals testimonials
on our website www.dynamicindoorgolf.com
PGA Professional looking for somewhere to teach?
NEW unique private teaching facilitiy using Flightscope telephone for details 0191 4813590

COMING SOON
New Golf Fitness Suite
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Masters blow

No sponsor means no champion for series
with Aisbitt the one to miss out

T

here will be no
North East Masters
Champion this year after
sponsorship problems.
The organisers of the series,
which is based on the 36-hole club
scratch open events throughout the
North East, are hoping it will return
next year with a new sponsor.
Audi backed the series last year
but felt unable to to be involved this
year and no-one could be found to
fill the gap. It’s hoped a new sponsor
will be in place next season.
Had the table been in operation
it looks a fairly safe bet that
Brancepeth’s Richard Aisbitt would
have finished top although that is
difficult to say for certain with no
complete results available.
Aisbitt won the Leonard Crawley

Medal at his home course and the
Sunderland Plate at Washington
and was runner up to Workington’s
Will Bowe in the Sandy Twynholm
Trophy at Morpeth.
Two of the nine tournaments
- the Ravensworth Open and
Bishop Auckland Bowl - did not
take place and the winners in the
other seven events were: Seaton
Salver, James Atkinson; Cleveland
Salver, Chris Halley; Westerhope
George Howorth Trophy, Simon Lee;
Teesside Trophy, Michael Curry;
Morpeth Sandy Twynholm Trophy,
Will Bowe; Newbiggin Tankard,
Matty Webb; Heworth Keith Shrivers
Bowl, John Kennedy; Washington
Sunderland Plate, Richard Aisbitt;
Brancepeth Leonard Crawley Medal,
Richard Aisbitt.

Richard Aisbitt, picture courtesy of The Journal

Hetton LeGolf
Hill
Club

Ponteland Golf Club

RARELY CLOSED &
NO WINTER GREENS

JOINING FEE HAS BEEN
TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED!

Visitors always welcome
Discounts for Golf Parties
15 Months for the price of 12
Jan 1st 2014 to March 31st 2015
Full Membership £365 equivalent to a pound a day
Seniors 7 Day membership £285 60 + years of age
Telephone 0191 5173061 or email hettongc@gmail.com
Hetton le Hill Golf Club
Elemore Vale, Easington Lane, DH5 0QT
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Host of E.G.U. Northern Counties
Mens Qualifying Championship 2012

All categories of Membership available

Age18 - 22 - £325* • Age 23 - £350
Age 24 - £375 • Age 25 - £400 • Age 26 - £425
Age 27 - £450 • Age 28 - £475 • Age 29 £500
Subscription starts 1st May

*Further 50% discount if full time student
For further information telephone 01661 822689
email: secretary@thepontelandgolfclub.co.uk
www.thepontelandgolfclub.co.uk
53 Bell Villas, Ponteland, NE20 9BD

TEEINGOFF

LEDA GOLF
DISCOUNT CENTRE

Roseberry Grange Golf CLub

WINTER

NEW

RANGE

NOW IN!

Hexham’s Captain David Oliver

Fast work at
Hexham

A charity idea turns into one of the quickest
rounds of golf on record

P

lease Avoid Slow Play At
all times’ is a regular plea
to all club golfers. However
there was no slow play at
Hexham Golf Club as a squad of 29
players, working in relay, completed
a full round in just 17 minutes and
18 seconds!
This exercise in speed golf was
the idea of club captain David
Oliver who said: “I once read in the
Guinness Book of Records that a
‘relay round’ had been played in
less than 10 minutes. I thought it
would be fun to see how quickly
we could get round Hexham’s hilly,
complicated course.
“Some of the best golfers in the
club volunteered to take part and
they showed amazing commitment
and resourcefulness, racing around
the course as though their lives

depended on it, and playing some
superb shots. No-one watching
could quite believe how quickly the
ball moved, and we were all amazed
at the time we achieved.”
Bets were placed on how long the
round would take and how many
shots would be played, with the
proceeds going to David’s chosen
charity, WaterAid.
In the event club president
Vivienne Younger and past captain
Brenda Carr tied for the main prize,
each just three seconds out in their
estimate of the time taken. Another
lady member, Paula Forster, was
closest to guessing the number of
shots, her prediction of 93 being just
two below the actual total.
Oliver added: “Everyone involved
agreed that this was an exciting,
rewarding venture.”

DRIVERS, IRONS, WOODS, BALLS ETC
GREAT RANGE OF ELECTRIC TROLLEYS, LINED SWEATERS,
SMALL WINTER STAND BAGS, MITTENS, WOOLY HATS,
WARM SOCKS & ONE PIECE MOULDED WATERPROOF SHOES
IDEAL CHRISTMAS PRESENTS

WINTER HOURS - MONDAY-SUNDAY 9AM-4PM
WE ARE STILL THE NORTH’S ONLY PREMIER
POWAKADDY AND HILLBILLY SERVICE
AND REPAIR CENTRE

Tel 0191 3701757

Roseberry Grange Golf Commmunity Golf Club,
Chester le Street, DH2 3NF
Find us on facebook www.facebook.com/ledagolf

Superb Visiting Party Oﬀer

(minimum of 12 people)
Coffee, bacon sandwich, 18 holes followed by 2 course meal
Weekdays £25pp Weekends £28pp
We can also offer a 29 hole package, tailored to your
requirements, price negotiable

Attractive Winter Oﬀer on Green Fees

Nov to Feb inclusive
each weekday £10.00 per round • Sat and Sunday £15.00 per round

Great Membership Oﬀer

Schools champions
DESPITE the planned teachers’
strike 13 teams still competed
in the fourth annual Leeds City
Schools Team Championship at
Cookridge Hall.
Competitors aged from 11-18
played in the event with the best
two individual stableford scores
out of three counting towards the
team total. Winners in 2011, Ralph
Thoresby, returned a respectable

69 points to claim second place but
with a convincing 71 points Cardinal
Heenan took the title in style
thanks to a magnificent 37 and 34
points from Tom Gray and Marcus
Shepherd respectively.
“The event proved an
overwhelming success yet again,
one that the competitors truly look
forward to,” said Gary Day, General
Manager at Cookridge.

16 months for the price of 12
1st December 2013 - 31st March 2015
Adults £440 • Seniors (60+) £340 • Youths (19- 24) £240 • Juniors £50

New Introduction to Golf
Group coaching (6 one hour weekly lessons) includes
a FREE one month trial membership
ONLY £20 per person
Our Floodlit driving range is OPEN this WINTER
Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Thursdays until 8pm
1 token (50 balls) £2.00 special offer 3 tokens only £5.00

ROSEBERRY GRANGE
COMMUNITY GOLF CLUB

Telephone 0191 3700660 or Email mcdermott.ray08@gmail.com
Grange Villa, Chester le Street, DH2 3NF www.roseberrygrangecommunitygolfclub.co.uk
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Beautiful Beamish
Paul Corney discovers a tree-lined parkland course
that is undoubtedly one of the most picturesque in
the North East

C

ounty Durham has more than its
fair share of quality golf courses and
one club near Stanley in the north of
the county, deservedly ranks as one
of the best.
Formed in 1906, Beamish Park Golf Club is
selected regularly by the county to host events
and this year the club has staged the Durham
County Teams Championship along with a
Durham County Past Captains event.
Set in the grounds of a former deer park, the
layout was designed in the in the early 1960s by
Henry Cotton. In 1979, the par three first hole
was taken out of play and following the purchase
of land behind the Beamish Open Air Museum,
a new par three 13th hole was constructed - the
course created is still the one used today.
In recent years Beamish Park Golf Club, like a
18 NORTHERN GOLFER

lot of golf clubs in the region, has had a number of
difficulties to overcome which they have achieved
and the future now looks very positive.
Chairman George Hanlon explained: “We are
moving forward now to a point where we have
the full support of the membership and they have
been very proactive in what they have been doing.
I am aware of the rumours that were circulating
(about closure) but they were unfounded and
not true.
“In today’s difficult economic climate we
have had to look at the business of the golf club
differently. We have put a group together for
business planning and marketing, to see how we
change the aspects of the club for the benefits of
the membership.”
Beamish Park Golf Club always provides
a warm and relaxing welcome to golfers and

non-golfers with the clubhouse offering a range of
facilities for members, guests and visiting parties.
The comfortable lounge has beautiful views of the
surrounding course while the bar area includes a
snooker room, television area and a wide selection
of conditioned beers and spirits.
The club professional for 26 years is Chris
Cole, one of the longest serving professionals
in the North East. He offers a well stocked
shop and a competitively priced tuition service
should your swing need some fine tuning.
To the course and the first hole, a 513 yard par five,
requires a good tee shot and well struck second
over water. You should then be in position to play a
short approach into a long narrow green, hopefully
giving you a birdie chance and a flying start.
The second is a shortish 330 yard par four,
where a well-positioned tee shot, played over

COURSEREVIEW

FACT FILE
CONTACT
Beamish Park Golf Club, Beamish Park,
Stanley, County Durham, DH9 0RH
Tel: Office - 0191 370 1382,
Pro Shop – 0191 370 1984
Email:beamishgolf@btconnect com
Web: www.beamishgolf.co.uk
GREEN FEES
Mon – Fri Adults £10, Junior £5
Sat – Sun Adults £15, Junior £7.50
Buggy hire - £20 a round

water is needed. It is then steeply uphill to an
elevated green which must be reached before
tackling a fast two tiered putting surface.
The fourth is the toughest hole on the
course. Measuring 444 yards, you must hit the
fairway for a chance to reach the small, fast
and undulating green.
The next five holes, a par five measuring
510 yards followed by four par fours all under
400 yards, are a good chance to get some
decent scores on the card and if you find the
fairways, one or two birdies should be the
target.
Having reached the turn in par or better,
the 10th is another shortish par four and the
next a par three, while the 13th is a difficult
dogleg played slightly downhill with ponds on
the left ready to swallow any errant tee shots.
The 15th is the signature hole (see
factfile) and this is followed by a gem of a
par three, played downhill through the trees.
The penultimate hole is a long and cracking
par five facing Beamish Museum with out of
bounds down the left. The approach is played
to another narrow, well bunkered green with a
pond slightly to the right.
Finally, the 302 yard par four 18th, played
steeply uphill back towards the club house.
Make sure you favour the right side of the
fairway to get a clear sight of the undulating
green – a good hole to finish with.

Standing on the first tee
at Beamish Park Golf Club,
you can’t help but admire the
views and the expectation
of a thrilling test of golf. But,
it is best to try and avoid
becoming too consumed by
the countryside, as this is a
course that will pose problems
for even the most experienced
golfer - it is challenging but
unquestionably rewarding if
you play it well.
Measuring nearly 6200 yards
from the medal tees, the hilly
terrain can be a test for those
who have difficulty with slopes,
but the club has an excellent
fleet of buggies for hire if you
do not fancy the walk.

TOTAL DISTANCE
White tees – 6183 yards Par 71
Yellow tees – 5963 yards Par 71
Red tees – 5490 yards Par 73
FEATURES
18 holes of parkland golf
Two practice grounds
Practice net
Putting green
Superb club house
Snooker table
Well stocked pro shop
Ample car parking
CADDY’S TIP
Accuracy from the tee is a must at
Beamish Park – it might be beneficial
to leave the driver in the bag on some
of the shorter par fours and ensure
you find the fairways.
SIGNATURE HOLE
The 383 yard par four 15th is aptly
named the ‘Ravine’, offering the club’s
most intimidating tee shot. With out
of bounds on your left and lots of
trouble on your right, many a medal
round has come to grief at this hole.
The second shot is played to a narrow
downhill green guarded by pot
bunkers – a par at this hole is always
a good score.

PAUL CORNEY’S VERDICT
A superbly manicured course and a credit
to Keith Lough and his greenkeeping
staff – it is always a pleasure to play
at Beamish Park and I for one, cannot
fault the club or course in any way –
top marks.
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TEEINGOFF
The Yorkshire
and Durham
County Girls

Ryton
hope to
reign in
Spain

teams at
Darlington before
their match

Ryton Golf Club Ladies have made
it through to the final stages of the
Mail on Sunday Women’s Classic
and will be travelling to Spain to
compete in the Grand Finals.
The team have faced tough
opposition, playing Falkirk Tryst
Golf Club at home but managed a
3½-1½ match victory.
Ryton are now one of the last
four teams out of thousands of
entries in the competition and
players and supporters will be
flying out to the El Rompido golf
resort in southern Spain this
month.
This is a huge achievement for
a small club and President of Ryton
Golf Club, Paul Whittaker said:
“We’re enormously proud of all the
ladies who have played in the nine
rounds leading up to this point and
have every confidence they will do
well in Spain.
The whole club has got behind
the team this year and it’s paid off.”
Ryton faced some challenging
matches leading up to the semifinals playing against Ponteland,
South Shields, Consett and District,
Stocksfield, Parklands, Penrith,
Selkirk and Falkirk Tryst.
The squad has included Gill
Beauchamp, Sarah Bendelow,
Dawn Coburn, Lucy Harris,
Claire Miller, Jean Reid, Tanya
Baxter and Bev Wears. The
team’s kit has been sponsored by
Persimmon Homes.

Durham girls enjoy a
successful season

Juniors unbeaten and four Yorkshire players honoured

D

urham County Ladies’ junior team
finished the 2014 season with a
victory over Yorkshire to end the
year unbeaten in the inter-county
matches as well as recording a second place
finish at the Northern Jamboree.
The Jamboree, which is for girls with
handicaps over 15, took place at Sandburn
Hall Golf Club, Yorkshire in August. Durham,
represented by Erin Goodfellow (Consett),
Lindsay Curry (Wearside), Ella Crang
(Darlington), Katie Atkinson (Darlington),
Amy Sutheran (Hartlepool), Stephanie Angus
(Dinsdale) – who was unable to play due to
illness on the first morning and Gabrielle
Dickinson (Durham) – who played as an
emergency reserve at the two day event, went
on to win five of their six matches.
In their first inter-county match of the
season Durham beat Northumberland 5½ –
2½ at Beamish Golf Club.
They then went on to beat Lancashire
4½– 3½ at Bentham Golf Club in July.
In the final game of the season Durham

Winter 2013/2014 prices
valid until 30th April 2014
Winter Warmer
Option 1

Winter Warmer
Option 2

Winter Warmer
Option 3

£21.50 £24.00 £27.00
per player

Includes Full English
Breakfast and
18 Holes of Golf
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per player

per player

Coffee & Bacon, 18 Holes
of Golf and 1 Course
Chefs Choice Meal

Coffee & Bacon, 18 holes
of Golf and a 2 Course
Chefs Choice Meal

made home advantage count as they
recorded a 5½ – 2½ win over Yorkshire at
Darlington Golf Club.
Gloria West, County Junior Orgainser,
said: “I believe our success is due to the
effort and commitment of the professionals
we have used over the past three years, Pat
Smillie and Steven Carpenter at Headlam
Hall, Andrew Nicholson and his assistant
Michael Greener at Wynyard Leadbetter
Academy and Alex Ridley at Hartlepool.”
Durham’s Jessica Hall and Shannon
O’Dwyer were the top performers for their
county this season. Both girls picked up
21/2 points in their three matches. Aimee
Goodlad and Hannah Dickinson both picked
up two wins this season - Aimee having only
played in two games.
At the final game of the inter-county
season Yorkshire’s President, Joy Hunter
was on hand to present county colours to a
quartet of girls, Lily Downes (Romanby) Jess
Stephenson (Middlesbrough) Georgina Hirst
(Flamborough) and Rebecca North (Brough).

TEEINGOFF

Not so Close

Juniors sweep all before them
to clinch several titles

C

lose House’s junior team is
celebrating an exceptional
season after clinching
several titles.
The key has been a small, but
strong squad comprising Ben
Crawford, James Wilson, Craig
Smith, Kieran Wood, Kitana Hollins,
Craig Newton, Ben Wainwright, Luke
Reynard and Oliver Holden.
They lost just two and drew one
of their 10 Northumberland Junior
League games to go through to the
quarter-final play-offs at Morpeth
where they beat Ponteland 9-3 and
then on to Gosforth where they
beat Blyth 10-2 in the semi-finals
and repeated that score in the final
against Newbiggin.

They also added the League’s
Team Championship title to their
list at Longhirst with Ben Crawford,
James Wilson, Craig Smith and
Keiran Wood having the best team
gross score and also finishing
runners-up in the nett section
James and Kitana have secured
a place with the England U16
training squad - while James and
Ben Crawford were in the Walbottle
side who won the Northumberland
Schools Championships.
Kitana also won the North
Region girls category of the Lee
Westwood Tour event while Kieran
was second and Craig won the
Northumberland County Junior
Matchplay Championship.

BLACKWELL GRANGE GOLF CLUB
Same friendly club, new location!!
Challenging 18 hole parkland course

Visitor & Societies Welcome
Book with the Professional 01325 461002
Memberships available
Contact the Secretary on 01325 464458
Snipe Lane, Darlington, DL2 2SA www.blackwellgrangegolf.com

SEAHAM GOLF CLUB

Shrewsbury Street, Seaham, Co. Durham SR7 7RD

SPECIAL OFFER!

Great value Full & 5 Day Memberships to end of February 2015
Contact Secretary Terry Johnson on 0191 5811268
or email seahamgolfclub@btconnect.com
Prices Frozen for 2014 for Visiting Parties and Green Fees
Contact Andrew on 0191 5130837
Contact Secretary, Terry Johnson, for details 0191 5811268 or
seahamgolfclub@btconnect.com • www.seahamgolfclub.co.uk

Backworth charities
Backworth Golf Club has held two
successful charity golf days in the
last two months.
The Brian Hart Memorial Charity
Day on September 15 raised a total
of £1387.94. Hart had been a
member of Backworth since 1997
and passed away suddenly in
February this year. The money raised
was used to purchase a defibrillator
for the golf club and a further
£413 donation was made to The

British Heart Foundation. A second
charity event, which took place on
September 28, raised over £1500
for the Sir Bobby Robson Foundation
and Northern Oesophago/Gastric
Cancer Trust – with 100 players
taking part.
Following the golf day a charity
auction and raffle raised a further
£1800.
The club is continuing to raise
money for these two charities.

Golfing Offers 2014
15 MONTHS MEMBERSHIP WINTER
for price of 12 from
MEMBERSHIP
January 1st 2014

WINTER GOLF SPECIAL

Now until March 2014
Ring for details!

Golf, bacon roll & coffee

£15.00pp

Telephone the Secretary on 0191 2867636 or 0191 2860594
Email: wgc@btconnect.com

WESTERHOPE GOLF CLUB
Whorlton Grange, Westerhope, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, NE5 1PP
www.westerhopegolfclub.com

REMEMBER, REMEMBER
3RD DECEMBER!
Bargain Golf Equipment’s BIG Sale Night
@ Seaham Golf Club from 5.30pm until 8.30pm
Everything in stock will be reduced for one night only!
Why not save the stress of last minute shopping for the
‘golfer who has everything’ and bring your loved ones
along to sort Christmas out in a ‘one stop shop’.
The sale will be held in the Clubhouse where we will
also be offering a Turkey Sandwich and a Pint for £4.00
Everyone Welcome, the more the merrier!
and feel that it deserves
Also, if you have a
a little bit of TLC for all the hard work it has done
for you over the Summer, why not drop it into our
Service Agency at Wearside Golf Club where our
trained staff can give it a well deserved service
so it can also look after you through the tougher winter months.
Flagship Store
Seaham Golf Club
Shrewsbury Street, Seaham
Co. Durham, SR7 7RD
0191 5130837

Motocaddy Service Agency (& Shop)
Wearside Golf Club
Coxgreen, Sunderland
Tyne & Wear, SR4 9JT
0191 5344269
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TEEINGOFF

England Expects

Region is well-represented at all levels on the
international golfing scene

B

ritish Amateur champion Garrick
Porteous and US Amateur Champion
Matt Fitzpatrick are among the leading
players included in the England men’s
training squad for next year.
And Hexham’s Matty Lamb and Alnmouth’s Jake
Storey have also been named in the England Boys
squad along with Lindrick’s Jonathan Thomson.
Sheffield’s Fitzpatrick is one of several players
include, who are attending college in the United
States, among them Great Britain and Ireland
internationals Hayley Davis and Bronte Law.
Bamburgh Castle’s Porteous graduated from
college in the USA this year before going on to win
the British Amateur title and make the Walker
Cup side.
Huddersfield’s Nick Marsh also joins Porteous
and Fitzpatrick in the England men’s squad.
There are 13 players, nine of whom are boy caps,
in the men’s A squad including Yorkshire’s Dan
Wasteney, Jamie Bower, Dan Brown and Joe Dean.
Rotherham’s Olivia Winning, who helped
England retain the Girls’ Home Internationals
before starting her studies at university in the

USA is promoted to the full England
Women’s squad.
Meanwhile, England’s under 16 boys
produced an impressive performance in
their autumn fixtures, winning all three of
their home internationals as well as beating
Spain in a mixed match.
Matty Lamb, (pictured), who wasn’t involved
in the international with Wales, won all five of his
games against Scotland and Ireland.
South Moor Golf Club’s Chris Handy, who played
in all three home internationals, won six of his
seven games.
England Boys Manager Derek Hughes said, “The
boys did very well and it’s very pleasing to see the
strength in depth we have in England Golf.
“Some of these lads are in the under 18 squad
while others are on the fringe so these were
very creditable performances where everyone
played a part.”
For more information on England Golf,
including the under 18s squad which includes
Northumberland’s Jack Hermeston and Jake Storey,
visit englandgolf.org

Middlesbrough Golf Club
Brass Castle Lane, Middlesbrough, TS8 9EE

VISITING PARTIES

2014 OPENS

WINTER SPECIAL

Fantastic deals for visiting parties
on one of the North’s most prestigious courses.
Various options available i.e
1. Coffee and Bacon roll on arrival
18 holes of golf
2 course evening meal
£35 per person

1. Gents Open
Sunday 25th May
4 Ball Better Ball Stableford, ¾ HCP
£30 pair

4 Ball for £80.00
including Bacon Roll and Coffee on arrival
(please quote NG when contacting)

2. Coffee and Bacon rolls on arrival
10 holes of golf (morning)
Soup and sandwiches
18 holes of golf (afternoon)
2 course evening meal
£50 per person

3. Seniors Open
Wednesday 2nd July
4 Ball Better Ball Partner Stableford, ¾ HCP
£30 pair (minimum age 55 years)

3. Bespoke packages can be negotiated for small
and large parties.
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2. Mixed Open
Sunday 29th June
4 Ball Better Ball Stableford, ¾ HCP

4. Ladies Open
Friday 18th July
Team of four- Stableford, best 2 from 4, full HCP
£60 per team

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER
- @MGC1908
To register or gain more information on
any of these opportunities please contact
Mr Gordon Cattrell, Club Professional:
Tel: 01642 311766
Email: gcattrell@tgigolf.com
Web: www.middlesbroughgolfclub.co.uk

GRAEMESTORM

Mount Oswald Golf Club
Nov & Dec 2013 Golf Offers at 2003 Prices
Monday
£9 per round all day
Tuesday – Thursday
£12 per round until 1pm
and £9 per round after1pm
Friday
£12 per round up till 1pm
& £10 per round after 1pm
Saturday, Sunday & Bank holidays
£15 per round up till 1pm
& £12 per round after 1pm

OPEN FO
R
BUSINES
S
AS USUA
L!

Tel: 0191 386 7527
information@mountoswald.co.uk • www.mountoswald.co.uk

DUNSTANBURGH CASTLE GOLF CLUB
Scenic 18 hole seaside links course designed by the famous
James Braid, adjacent to spectacular Embleton Bay

?????????

SENSATIONAL SENIORS
Golfing greats put on a show

I’d like to start off by congratulating Rockliffe Hall on
staging their first European Seniors Tour event, the
English Senior Open. Everybody involved in putting
this tournament together should be so proud of
themselves - bring on 2014!
I really enjoyed taking part in the pro-am the day
before the tournament, playing off plus five! It has been
a long time since I played with such a handicap and I
got to play with the eventual winner of the tournament,
Steen Tinning.
I have to be honest and say I didn’t expect him to
shoot that type of score (-17) and post a course record
(63) on his way.
He didn’t play that well in the pro-am but I know
that you never want to peak too soon and would rather
save your best rounds for the tournament days which
he truly did in style.
The public were given a real treat, not only with very
good weather for the time of year but also by being able
to watch some awesome golf from the best players to
have graced European golf over the past 30-40 years
all still showing us that they have all the shots.
While I was spending most of my time just floating
about the place and doing a bit of meeting and greeting
in the clubhouse, I did manage to get out on to the
range to watch the guys warming up and practicing.
I tried to take away as many tips as I could as I am
always looking to learn and where better than from
guys who have won huge events during their careers
and even a few of them playing in Ryder Cups.
What I picked up from every one of them was how
consistent their rhythm was and the striking ability that
they still had, which proves you never really lose it, it
just deserts us from time to time.
I have to praise the boys on the green staff as the
course was in the most fantastic condition, the best I
have ever seen it. The greens were probably the best I
have putted on all season - true and slick!
By the time you are reading this I’ll have played the
Turkish Airlines Open and most probably my last for
this season unless I manage a top five finish to force
my way into The Race to Dubai Final.
My year doesn’t finish there though as the 2014
season starts the very next week after Dubai and I will
be playing the first two events down in South Africa.

VISITORS & SOCIETIES WELCOME INCLUDING WEEKENDS

Winter Special

Coffee & bacon roll on arrival,
round of golf followed by soup, large ﬁlled roll & chips
£22 per person Mon-Fri • £25 per person weekends
Embleton, Northumberland, NE66 3XQ - Tel: 01665 576562
email: enquiries@dunstanburgh.com - www.dunstanburgh.com
Our free draining links course means we hardly ever close due to bad weather!

Garesfield
Golf Club
Chopwell
MEMBERSHIP OFFERS
17 months for the price of 12
Full Male £495, 21- 25 yrs £245, 26-29 yrs £295
Special rates for married couples and families
Membership includes 1st child under16 FREE
Four full members joining together £1500!

WINTER GREEN FEES SPECIAL OFFER
£6 pp after midday
Other times half price normal fee

Call 01207 561309 select option 1
E:garesfieldgc@btconnect.com

Please visit our website for other visitor special offers:
www.garesfieldgolfclub.co.uk

Garesfield Golf Club, Chopwell, NE17 7AP
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SANDYTYWNHOLM

Twyn to say
goodbye
One of the region’s best-known golfers is ending his county
team career after a record number of appearances. Sandy
Tywnholm explains all to Dean Bailey

A

fter 30 years service and a record 112
appearances, Sandy Tywnholm has
decided it is time to step down from
the Northumberland team and spend
more time with his family. “I have a young family
now. Cameron is seven and has taken up the game
this year. Tara is five and she seems keen to give it
a go next summer.”
In the last two years Sandy has also found
balancing work and county commitments tough,
“I’ve found that how things are going at work
through the week can really influence the way
I play at the weekend,” he says. “I don’t mind if I
have a bad week or if I’m not in the right frame
of mind for golf when I’m playing for myself but
if I’m playing for the county I want to give 100%
commitment; there were times in the last couple
of years when I haven’t been able to do that.”
Sandy is one of the most prolific county players
in Northumberland’s history. The 48-year-old has
lifted the 72-hole strokeplay title a record seven
times, the Fenwick Smith trophy three, the North
and South three times - including this year, three
Renwick Medals as well as going on to win the
Northumberland County Championship in 2004
and appear in 10 semi-finals.
“I’ve played for the county for 30 years now. My
first game was at Hexham and my last game was
there at the beginning of this year. It was fitting to
have started and finished at Hexham.
“I remember that first game, I played with
Jimmy Hayes in the foursomes. Jimmy’s a great
stalwart of the game and at that time he would
have been approaching 50. I hit my tee shot at the
first up onto the hill on the right hand side and as
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we were walking down Jim turned to me and said,
‘I like to be on the fairways, the short stuff down
there’. He was a character; a great personality
and we had a good win against Mike Kelly and
his partner.
“Colin Montgomerie was playing in that game
and I think David Curry beat him in the singles.”
Twynholm has seen a lot of great players
represent Northumberland and has fond
memories of playing with many of them. “When
I first got into the county scene David Curry was
the up and coming star, he would have been about
18 at the time and went on to win the British
Amateur and play in the Walker Cup,” he recalls.
“Peter Deeble had played in the Walker Cup
just a couple of years before and he was in his
prime, he was a fantastic player.
“Ken Ferrie went on to win on the European
tour. I think I only had the chance to play with Ken
once in the foursomes but you could already see
he was going to become a great player.”
Recently the spotlight has fallen on two players
that studied in the US before returning to make
waves in the game. “I had my testimonial at
Morpeth a couple of weeks ago and Chris Paisley
and Garrick Porteous both played; they’re both
great players.
“I think if you play the Walker Cup then you are
really at the level where you have the opportunity
to make a good living form the game. Garrick and
Chris share a fantastic work ethic, they work both
very hard and get the balance between work on
and off the course right.”
In the last two years three teenagers
have emerged on the national stage from

SANDYTYWNHOLM
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SANDYTYWNHOLM

MORPETH GOLF CLUB

GREATEST
MOMENT OF
YOUR CAREER
TO DATE?

The first time
I teed it up for
Scotland against
Ireland, that’s a
fond memory.
However, the
course record at
Muirfield stands
out. The club gave
me a photograph
of the 18th and
I’m told that my
card will stay
there regardless of
whether the course
is changed or not,
to have that there
is a real thrill.

Courtesy of Richard Hannam

Northumberland and Sandy has had
the chance to watch them develop, “I’ve
played with Jack Hermeston and he’s
certainly a very good player. I played
with Jake Storey at Alnmouth and was
impressed. Matty Lamb as well, Matt’s
won a county event this year and I think
he’s got something a little bit special, he
looks an excellent player.”
As well as playing for Northumberland,
Sandy has represented Scotland four
times as an amateur. “I played the home
internationals in 1990 and was selected
in 1993 for a four man team event in
Portugal with Craig Everett and Andrew
Coltart, who was a great player then and
went on to play in the Ryder cup.
“Those games for Scotland were
one of the highlights of my career so
far. In 2005 I shot the course record at
Muirfield and got to the semi-finals of the
Scottish Amateur. Now I look back it was
disappointing to not get the chance to
represent my country again back in 2005.”
Sandy still holds the course record
at Muirfield and regards it as one of the
biggest highlights of his career, “It was a
real thrill. I bogeyed the par five 17th, then
hit a driver and a two iron into the wind
at the last and just missed out on a three.
Despite the bogey at 17 I managed to

Sandy Twynholm with Mark Penny
shoot 67 and break the record by two.”
Sandy also holds the course record at
Morpeth, 66 on the new course layout,
having also held the previous record of 63.
Looking ahead, Sandy still wants to
compete at county and national level as
an individual, “There are a couple of things
I’ve been looking at. The county strokeplay
championship is at Morpeth next year, the
county championship is there the following
year and the 2015 Scottish Amateur
Championship is at Muirfiled so I’m

definitely looking to play in those.”
And with two years until his 50th
birthday, Sandy hasn’t ruled out a return
to the paid ranks - having turned pro back
in 1993 and made it to the final stage
of European tour qualifying school in
Montpellier, “If I can raise the bar and win
county championships and compete in the
Scottish Amateur over the next two years I
will ask myself the question. I haven’t ruled
it out but it’s not the focus of my attention
at the moment.”

FANTASTIC AUTUMN
DEALS

WINTER MEMBERSHIP £48/MONTH
UNTIL APRIL 2014 • 18 MONTH DEAL
OCT 2013 - APRIL 2015 ONLY £865
LIFE STYLE OPTIONS COMING FOR 2014
£150 + £10 PER ROUND

CALL 01670 504 942
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EXPERIENCE PLAYING THE WORLD’S
ONLY LEE WESTWOOD GOLF COURSES,
THE PERFECT GIFT THIS CHRISTMAS.
Close House, home of the world’s only Lee Westwood golf
courses is the perfect golfing destination. Westwood has been
involved in the design of the two stunning 18 hole golf courses
and the Lee Westwood Colt course has been awarded one of the
top 100 golf courses in England.
If you are an experienced golfer or just beginning, the Close House
Academy and Driving Range are open to all abilities and will help
you perfect your game. Hosting state-of-the-art facilities, practice
bays, a custom fit suite and floodlights to enable you to practice late
into the evening. Whether you want to brush up on your long or
short game, we have a team of PGA professionals on hand to give
you individual tuition. Give the golfer in your life extra confidence
on the golf course and treat them to personal tuition and a basket
of balls at the Close House Academy.
With so much to experience at Close House, it’s the perfect gift
for any golfer.
Call today on 01661 85 22 55 or email golf@closehouse.co.uk

Close House
Heddon on the Wall,
Newcastle upon Tyne
NE15 0HT
enquiries@closehouse.co.uk
www.closehouse.co.uk
When travelling to Close House using
a SAT NAV please use NE41 8BL

COURSEREVIEW

Breathtaking
Brancepeth

Have
your sa
y

Lo
northe g on to
astgolf
er.co.u
k

Nestling between Durham and Crook is one of the North
East’s finest golf courses as Paul Corney discovered

O

nly 15 minutes drive west of Durham
city you will find Brancepeth Castle
Golf Club, one of the county’s hidden
gems and one many consider to be
the Augusta of the North East.
In 1923, Lord Boyne, the then owner of
Brancepeth Castle, took the advice of both his
agent and his solicitor to create a golf course on
what was the Brancepeth Castle Deer Park.
He engaged the services of renowned
architect Harry Colt to design it and oversee its
construction. Colt certainly delivered and the
course remains largely as he designed it.
Brancepeth Castle is not for teeing high and
letting fly, you have to think your way around and
your course management is tested to the full. The
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smooth true greens have many subtle borrows
and if you are having an off day with the putter,
the scorecard will be in the bin sooner than later!
Earlier this year, the club spent £168,000 on
a new fleet of John Deere machinery, in order to
maintain high standards of presentation across
this parkland course. Members and visitors are
already reaping the benefits with the course
draining a lot quicker and staying open for play a
lot longer. The club is now looking to the future
and has appointed Dave Fletcher from Chester
le Street as their new PGA professional. He will
commence duties at Brancepeth at the beginning
of March 2014.
Dave plans to open a swing centre in an office
in the courtyard and he will be working closely

with Junior Liaison Officer James Luke to advance
the already thriving junior section.
The Ladies section is also doing well, having
retained the County Anderson Shield for the third
year in a row And a refreshed catering programme
is also to be introduced next year.
As for the course itself, it can be stretched
to 6400 yards from the very back tees and has
hosted many county events and some national
tournaments which is a credit to head greenkeeper
Andrew Welsh and his dedicated staff.
The first is a shortish par four, played downhill
and should ease you gently into your game.
Following a straight drive, the approach shot is
only a short pitch but take care with the green, it
slopes very much from front to back. At 583 yards,

COURSEREVIEW

FACT FILE
CONTACT
Brancepeth Castle Golf Club, Brancepeth,
County Durham, DH7 8EA
Tel: 0191 378 0075
Fax: 0191 378 3835
Email: enquiries@brancepeth-castle-golf.co.uk
Web: www.brancepeth-castle-golf.co.uk

the par five sixth is a true three-shotter. This
is the longest hole on the course and play is
affected by the prevailing left to right wind.
Way out of reach in two for the vast majority of
golfers, two long and straight shots are required
and then a pitch into a green well bunkered at
the front and set on a small plateau.
The eighth is the first of a run of four
marvellous holes where Colt used the natural
ravines to spectacular effect. Only 331
yards, the drive is played over a deep ravine
containing the Brancepeth Beck to a fairway
that slightly dog-legs to the left. Hopefully,
after finding the fairway, a short approach to
a long narrow green may well result in a good
birdie chance.
And then it is the signature hole (see
factfile) which is followed by another long and
difficult par three. Played from an elevated
tee uphill to an even higher green bunkered at
the front, it is very easy to come up short and
leave an awkward pitch on to a sloping putting
surface – get through these two holes in par
and you can definitely give yourself a pat on
the back.
On arriving at the 11th tee, the male golfer
is confronted with another drive over the deep
ravine and through a narrow gap in the woods.
An intimidating drive to say the least and you
will do well to find the fairway and have any
chance of reaching the green in regulation.
The final hole at Brancepeth can only be
described as truly outstanding. This 352 yard
par four requires a long accurate drive over
the biggest ravine on the course to an uphill
fairway and a plateau where you can get sight
of the green – a great finishing hole.

GREEN FEES
Mon – Fri Adults £22, Juniors £5
Sat – Sun Adults £30, Juniors £10
Monday 4 Ball Special - £54
Buggies - £20 a round
TOTAL DISTANCE
Blue tees – 6400 yards Par 70
White tees – 6234 yards Par 70
Yellow tees – 6169 yards Par 70
Red tees (long) – 5835 yards Par 75
Red tees (short) – 5599 yards Par 74
FEATURES
18 holes of parkland golf
Putting green
Practice area including a four-hole junior
par three course
Pitching green & practice bunker
Well appointed clubhouse
Snooker table
Free Wi-Fi available
Quality home cooked food available
seven days a week
Ample car parking
Outside parties / events catered for

Exactly when the Brawn,
or Boar ceased to exist as
a wild animal in Britain is
uncertain but it was at one
time a common inhabitant
of our forests and was
protected by law. The village
of Brancepeth (which may
be a corruption of Brawn’s
Path) is said to have derived
its name from a formidable
Boar of vast size, which
made its lair on Brandon
Hill, roaming the forests in
ancient times and was a
terror to all the inhabitants
who lived in the area.
The Stockley Beck which
crosses the 9th, 10th, 18th
and second holes on the
course is approximately the
line between the Boar’s
lair on Brandon Hill and
Cleves Cross.

CADDY’S TIP
Make sure you purchase a yardage
guide and concentrate on the distances.
Brancepeth Castle is not an easy course
and if you are not careful, you will find
your handicap allowance vanishing very
quickly.
SIGNATURE HOLE
The par three ninth. At 207 yards from
the back tees, the daunting tee shot is
played down hill through the trees to
a long narrow green angled away from
you and banked steeply at the front.

PAUL CORNEY’S VERDICT
Brancepeth Castle Golf Club would be at
the top of my list to visit - the course is
magnificent and a wonderful test of golf.
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PATSMILLIE

Pat on the back
for club stalwart

After sterling service as Wilton professional
Pat Smillie tells Alan Hedley why it is time for
a change

W

ilton caused quite
a stir back in 1994
when they appointed
Pat Smillie as their
head professional.
She had qualified as a PGA
pro in 1988 after four years on the
Ladies European Tour following a
successful England amateur career.
Nevertheless, it was something
of a leap of faith by Wilton. But they
knew what they were doing and
have never been disappointed as Pat
supremely combined her club job
with being Director of Coaching for
the EWGA.
Pat would no doubt shudder at
being described as a trail-blazer
in the male-dominated world of

golf, but there is no doubt she has
achieved that and earned the respect
of all those who have come into
contact with her.
Now she is stepping back after
20 years and handing over to
her assistant James Krause, who
becomes Wilton head pro with his
new assistant Alex Swales, who
is also ladies club captain next
year and at 19, must be one of the
youngest assistant pros and captains
in the country.
Pat will still be involved in
a teaching role at the club and
also with England’s birdie squad,
but is keen to stress that James
and Alex will be in charge of the
Wilton operation.

Pat Smillie, James Krause and Alex Swales

Bedlingtonshire Golf Club

Passionate about golf

NOT TO BE MISSED MEMBERSHIP OFFER
Join in January 2014 and get 15 months for the price of 12
Telephone 01670 822457 Email: secretary@bedlingtongolfclub.com www.bedlingtongolfclub.com
Acorn Bank, Hartford Road, Bedlington, Northumberland, NE22 6AA
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“I’ve stopped running the golf
shop which I’ve done for about 20
years and James will do a really good
job and I’m delighted the club have
given him the job and also taken on
young Alex. As a team I’m convinced
they will really do well and take the
club forward.”
Pat was a member of Pannal as
an amateur and played for Yorkshire
and England. As a professional she
played on the Ladies European
Tour before embarking on a club
professional career.
She was - and still is - one of
only a few lady professionals in the
country. “I would like to say there
are more lady club professionals
around now but I don’t think that’s
necessarily true,” she said.
“The teaching opportunities are
there because there are lady golfers
who are happy or prefer to be taught
by a lady pro, but to get appointed as
a head coach is still quite tricky.
“I’d like to say that it has changed
a lot in 20 years but I really don’t
think it has. Although we have, in
theory, equality at a lot of golf clubs,
for the most part, they are still
dominated both in numbers and at

committee level by men. We have
Alex Keighley who has just got the
head pro’s job at Huddersfield and
for her to be appointed at the age of
32 is really great, but it is unusual.
“It is changing with more equality
in golf clubs but there is just not
enough women between 20 and 50
playing golf - but that could be said
of golf in general.
“Despite golf being perceived as
quite cool now clubs are struggling
for members even though there are
more people actually playing golf.
“Clubs are going to have to
address the situation. If people are
not playing regularly they maybe
feel they cannot justify the price
of membership and clubs have to
become a lot more flexible and work
at getting more people on to the golf
course, possibly by organising more
mixed events.”
During her tenure as EWGA
Director of Coaching, England’s
girls have won four European
championship medals - one gold,
two silvers and a bronze – and
they have won the girls’ Home
Internationals 10 times.
Some of her charges have gone

to make their way on the Ladies
European Tour, such as Melissa
Reid, and in the USA, such as Jodi
Ewart and Rachel Connor.
“The England Girls over the last
10 years have got significantly better
and improved enormously in all
departments,” said Pat.
“Melissa Reid and Jodi Ewart
are competing very well on the
LPGA and LET tour and we are also
competing very well at European
amateur level.
“In the late 1990s we were being
outclassed but we have caught up
very well.
“You hope that you have helped
players as you see them progress
and improve and then to see
them go on to be successful as a
professional is very rewarding.
“The Solheim Cup was very
rewarding seeing Jodi doing well as
she is a Yorkshire girl and is very
close to us.
“The girls do have much better
options now. They can stay a fulltime amateur, go to an American
University, take the PGA route to
teaching and retailing or go for the
tour pro option.”

Celebrating 35 years
of Championship Golf

£6.50

Shop Sales

• Ping, Adidas, Ashworth t-shirts - from £20
• TaylorMade/ Ping golf bags - from £75
• TaylorMade putter - £45
• TaylorMade RBZ irons & bag - £275
• TaylorMade R11 irons & bag - £400
• TaylorMade hybrids/ woods - from £90
• TaylorMade R1 driver - from £180
• TaylorMade SLDR irons, hybrids,
3 woods & driver - POA

Member of Pannal and wins
England Girls Championship in
1978 and 1980 and is capped
by England Girls
Yorkshire County Player for 10
years and plays for England at
every level
Turns pro 1987. PGA
qualified 1988
Wilton Head Professional
1994-2013
EWGA Director of Coaching
responsible for England Under
16,18 and 21 Ladies squads
2000-2013

George Washington
Hotel Golf & Spa

Great Winter Green
Fees Available
• 4 Ball - £50
Limited tees available Mon - Fri
• Green Fees from £10
Limited tee times
ALL TEES SUBJECT
TO AVAILABILITY
Terms & conditions apply

Telephone Jonny Mould on 0191 4178346 or email: gsd@georgewashington.co.uk
Check website for green fee specials - www.georgewashington.co.uk
Stone Cellar Road, High Usworth, Washington, NE37 1PH

Call NOW!

Call NOW!

ALL NEW SLDR HYBRID &
WOODS IN STOCK NOW!

FACT FILE
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Richmond (Yorks) Golf Club
Set in the heart of the Yorkshire Dales

SOCIETIES 2014

BEAMISH PARK GOLF CLUB
Providing Golfing Excellence for over 100 Years
“Be Challenged and Enjoy the Experience”

Special Offers
Membership

Society Bookings now being taken
with limited availability on a Sunday

14 MONTHS for the PRICE OF 12 MONTHS

MEMBERSHIPS 2014

Visitors

Ring NOW for details!!

£10 per round – Mon to Friday
£15 per round -Weekend tee times
available on request

Introducing New Intermediate
and Student Categories

For more details contact
the Professional or Secretary on 01748 823231
email: secretary@richmondyorksgolfclub.co.uk
Visit our website: www.richmondyorksgolfclub.co.uk
Bend Hagg, Richmond, North Yorkshire, DL10 5EX

TO BOOK TELEPHONE THE PROFESSIONAL
CHRIS COLE ON 0191 370 1984
Stanley, County Durham, DH9 ORH
Email: beamishgolf@btconnect.com • www.beamishgolf.co.uk

EAGLESCLIFFE
GOLF CLUB
1914 - 2014

Ce
rs
leb
rating 100 Yea
Nestled beside the River Tees with the Cleveland Hills as a backdrop, the
course has been described by Golf Monthly magazine as a ‘hidden gem’ of
English golf. This 6289 yard James Braid course is both picturesque and
demanding due to the nature of the rolling terrain and sloping greens which
provides a challenge for both novice and experienced golfers alike.
A warm welcome awaits.............Golf Societies, Corporate Golf Days and
Captain’s Away Days..............We will tailor packages to your requirements.

WINTER PACKAGE
1 October 2013 – 31 March 2014
4 Ball £60 - including bacon roll and coffee on arrival
For all enquiries or to arrange a visit, please contact Lesley Still or
Don Whitehead on 01642 780238 or email secretary@eaglescliffegolfclub.co.uk
We are now taking bookings for our 2014 Centenary Opens
• Senior Gents Pairs Open
•Ladies Open
•Gents Open
•Senior Gents Team Open
•Mixed Open

Wednesday 14 May
Friday 16 May
Sunday 3 August
Wednesday 13 August
Sunday 31 August

Details and entry forms can be downloaded from the Club’s website
www.eaglescliffegolfclub.com
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SOUTH SHIELDS GOLF CLUB LTD.
AUTUMN / WINTER SPECIAL OFFER

1 November 2013 to end 28 February 2014
Monday-Thursday inclusive
2, 3 or 4 balls £18 per person
Includes: 18 holes of golf followed by soup and sandwiches
Advance booking necessary For availability and confirmation
of buggy use, contact Glyn Jones (Professional)
on 0191 4560110

Enjoy winter golf on this lovely heathland course which, due to its
excellent natural drainage, is rarely if ever closed during the winter.
Astride the rolling Cleadon Hills and overlooking the mouths of the Tyne
and the Wear, it is renowned for the quality of its greens. An exciting
and enjoyable challenge is guaranteed. Dress code applies.
Cleadon Hills, South Shields, Tyne and Wear NE34 8EG www.ssgc.co.uk

SOCIETY GOLF .

THE BIG
‘GOLF’ SOCIETY
Dean Bailey looks at some great
places to play

The Hirsel Golf Club

DUNBAR GOLF CLUB
Your Closest Scottish Classic Links
Society & Visitors Most Welcome

www.dunbargolfclub.com
secretary@dunbargolfclub.com
Tel: 01368 862 317
Dunbar Golf Club, East Links, Dunbar, EH42 1LL
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T

here is something
special about being
part of a golf society,
it’s different to being
a member of a club. Club golf
is great, the chance to use the
facilities as much as you like and
build up a lot of friendships on and
off the golf course, but societies
offer something different, a more
relaxed atmosphere, the chance
to play a lot of great courses, with
an eclectic group of friends old
and new.
We’ve caught up with a whole
host of societies to find out where
they have played this year and
where they would recommend
paying a visit to.
THE HIRSEL
The Borders are incredibly popular
with golf societies from the North
East and Yorkshire and a firm
favourite with many of them is
the Hirsel.
Nestled in the incredible borders
landscape, on the outskirts of
Coldstream, the 18-hole layout is
regarded as a top venue, with a great
mix of testing holes.

The Hirsel Golf Club
Bill Hush played the
course recently and was very
complimentary, “To play on such a
picturesque and well laid out course
makes golf all the more enjoyable.
We thought the course was a fair
test and in excellent condition.
“We were made very welcome
in the ‘Greens’ coffee shop when
we arrived, not only by the staff
but also a few members waiting to

play. There’s every likelihood we’ll
be back again next summer to see
if we can master the ‘Augusta of
the North’.”
DUMFRIES AND GALLOWAY
Further North, Dumfries and
Galloway offers a variety of great
courses for every budget.
Societies from across the UK
venture to the Scottish destination

for anything from a weekend to
a fortnight of golf on some of
Scotland’s best tracks.
The Cairndale Hotel in Dumfries
is a great hub to travel from and they
can organise a range of packages to
suit every size of party and length
of stay.
Ron McCaster of the Racqueteers
Society, said: “I would like to say
a big thank you to Michael at the

BRANCEPETH CASTLE GOLF CLUB

Attractive Alistair McKenzie
designed Parkland Course
Now taking bookings for 2014
Golf only from £18.50 pp
Golf and food packages from £30
Discounts available for large groups
27 hole packages starting at £24 pp golf only
(with food starting at £35pp)
For further details call Malcolm on: 01977 792241
or email manager@pdgc.co.uk
Visit our website: www.pdgc.co.uk
Pontefract & District Golf Club
Park Lane, Pontefract, England, WF8 4QS
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WINTER GREEN FEES - FROZEN
AT LAST YEAR’S RATES
4 BALL SPECIALS

Mondays - £54.00
Tuesday to Friday - £64.00
Societies 2014 Ring NOW for a great deal!
Telephone sales: 0191 3780075 or
email:enquiries@brancepeth-castle-golf.co.uk
www.brancepeth-castle-golf.co.uk
The Clubhouse, Brancepeth, Durham, DH7 8EA
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three Star Accommodation. This
facility is incredibly popular with
travelling societies, as well as visitors
to the area, and is a fantastic venue
for a golf break

The Alnmouth
Cairndale for organising our outing,
it was a huge success. The hotel
staff and the food were first class, all
the golf clubs gave us a warm and
friendly welcome and the courses
were great.”
ALNMOUTH GOLF CLUB
Alnmouth Golf Club has a fantastic
reputation in the region for its
stunning views and the quality of

the course. Legendary golf course
architect Harry Colt laid out the
course, which is set around Foxton
Hall, in the 1920s.
The Grey Horse Golf Society
recently visited the course and
their organiser Eddie Kendal
was incredibly happy with the
experience, he said: “The course was
in the best condition we have ever
played, the greens were excellent.

“The chef and kitchen staff also
deserve a mention as the food was
delicious and the service friendly.
The weather also contributed to us
having a really great weekend. We
are all looking forward to going back
next year.”
Since it’s move to Foxton Hall,
Alnmouth GC has had a ‘Dormy
House’ which can accommodate
up to 26 people in English Tourism

BRANCEPETH CASTLE
GOLF CLUB
Overlooked by the stunning
Brancepeth Castle, which dates
back as far as the 12th century,
Brancepeth Castle Golf Club has
improved massively in the last
12 months.
Regular visitor Michael
Stephenson recently held a charity
golf day for the Wooden Spoon
Society, the children’s charity for
rugby, at the County Durham course.
Stephenson said, “I’ve played
Brancepeth a number of times in
the last 15 years, this year it was in
excellent condition – the best I’ve
seen it.
“The course presents a lot of
challenges but it’s a great track –
holes two, nine, 10 and 18 definitely
stand out for me, they are some
of the best holes I’ve played in
the region.”
“After the golf we had a fantastic

Alnmouth Golf Club, Foxton Hall
Northumberland’s Hidden Gem

Dormy House Golf Breaks 2014

English Tourism 3 Star Accommodation
Dinner, Bed and Breakfast with 2 Rounds of Golf
FROM £80 per person
2 Night Break with 3 Rounds of Golf from a choice
of Northumberland Golf Courses FROM £200 per person

GREAT VALUE – BOOK NOW
Winter Green Fees
£15 per person – Fourball £50
Winter Warmer - £17 per person
(includes Soup of the Day)
Winter Brunch - £18 per person
(includes All Day Breakfast)
Alnmouth Golf Club, Foxton Hall, Alnmouth, Northumberland, NE66 3BE
Tel: 01665 830231 - E: bookings@alnmouthgolfclub.com
www.alnmouthgolfclub.com Follow us on Facebook
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meal and relaxed in the clubhouse,
which has a fantastic atmosphere
in the evening. I would definitely
recommend it.”
Find out more about Brancepeth
in Paul Corney’s course review on
page 28.
LINDEN HALL
The championship-standard golf
course at Linden Hall is set in
Northumberland woodland and
offers impressive views out to the
North Sea.
Mark Montague, from the
Milbourne Arms Golf Society in
Holywell, has visited Linden twice
this year, “In September we held a
Ryder Cup match against the Grey
Horse Golf Society from Shiremoor
up at Linden. It was a great day; the
course was in excellent condition,
particularly the greens. Graeme and
Carl in the shop were excellent; they
couldn’t do enough for us and it was
really appreciated by all the guys”.
Part of the Macdonald group,
Linden offers top notch on-site
accommodation and makes a great
venue for two or three day golf trips
to the North East.

Linden Hall
BELLINGHAM GOLF CLUB
Set in the stunning scenery of
the North Tyne Valley, Bellingham
golf club offers some of the best
golf in Northumberland, with views
to match.
The par 70 course has a mix
of great holes and the signature
par four 12th is regarded by
many as one of the best short
par fours in the North East. The

Heaton Meadowfield Golf Society
played Bellingham earlier this
year and said: “This was the 10th
year running we have played at
Bellingham and your service just
gets better and better.
“The food was fabulous and all
our requests were met with a smile.”
Bellingham has a great link with
the Riverdale Hall Hotel, which
offers a great deal on stay and

play golf for societies. A visitor to
Riverdale Hall earlier this year, said:
“It would be fair to say that if you
are part of a golfing group or society,
large or small, then Riverdale Hall
Hotel is the ideal place to stay.
You’re sure to notice the relaxed
feel about the place as soon as you
step through the door. You’ll also
probably realise that the emphasis is
very much on sport and leisure.”

Book tee times online at
www.bellinghamgolfclub.com

Riverdale Hall Hotel

Bellingham Golf Club
North East Golf Club of the Year Award 2013
The Golf Year Book Online
November & December Online Special Green Fee
£15 per round per player, fourth player plays free,
any day Monday to Sunday
2014 Memberships NOW available £420 (Full) £315 (2nd Club or Country)
The ideal Xmas Gift...
Welcome someone to the wonderful world of golf
Beginner’s package - Juniors (up to 18 years) £45.00 • Adults (18+) £95.00
4 lessons with P.G.A professional Martin Forster
Rules and etiquette seminar • Membership until 31st July 2014
Special offer to extend Adult membership
from 1st August 2014 – 31st October 2015 for £420
15 months for the price of 12
To take advantage of this package, you must not have
been a member of a golf club within the last 5 years
Visit our website and see PGA Professional George Cowan
playing our course. Parties welcome everyday
Telephone 01434 220530 or email admin@bellinghamgolfclub.com
Bellingham Golf Club, Boggle Hole, Belingham, NE48 2DT
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COUNTRY HOUSE & RESTAURANT

Winter/Spring Play and Stay Special
Overnight stay including dinner in our
award winning restaurant and use of the swimming pool
Superior south facing room FROM £79 per person dinner,
bed & breakfast and 18 holes at Bellingham Golf Club
After your round of golf at Bellingham why not join us for lunch main courses from only £8.90, Sunday lunch from £8.50
Golfing Parties catered for

Tel: 01434 220254 • email: reservations@riverdalehallhotel.co.uk
www.riverdalehallhotel.co.uk • www.bellinghamgolfclub.com
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THE CAIRNDALE HOTEL
ENGLISH STREET, DUMFRIES, SCOTLAND, DG1 2DF

The ideal location for your golfing break
with a choice of more than 25 local courses.
Facilities include 91 comfortable en suite
bedrooms, heated indoor swimming pool,
sauna and gymnasium.
Midweek breaks 2 nights DBB plus a round
at Powfoot, Southerness and Dumfries &
County from £219 (April & Oct)
£239 May – September
The Birdie Trail - choice of 8 courses
Midweek from £200 • Weekend £219

Visit our Website www.cairndalehotel.co.uk
or contact Michael Dickie 01387-240286

Bellingham Golf Club
FLAXBY GOLF CLUB
Ideally placed, just 30 minutes
from Leeds and within five minutes
of the A1, Flaxby Golf Club offers a
variety of society packages tailored
to your individual needs. The 27hole complex includes a fantastic
David Hemstock designed 18-hole
course, which can stretch to nearly
7,000 yards from the back tees.
Mal Sharpley visited Flaxby in
April 2012 and said, “Our society
day at Flaxby was a huge success
- thanks to the sun, staff, food and
the course.
“Anyone who has not yet had the
opportunity to play Flaxby should
do so. The course layout is testing
without being too difficult and is
complemented by helpful staff and
high quality food.”
PONTEFRACT AND DISTRICT
GOLF CLUB
An incredibly popular club with
societies locally and from around
the country, Pontefract and District
has a reputation for excellent

service and top quality facilities.
The club hosts many successful
golf society day and guests include
the Hunslet Old Boys Golf Society,
Procter and Gamble (Wakefield)
Golf Society and away days from a
number of golf clubs.
Ray Porritt from the Procter and
Gamble society, said: “The day at
Pontefract went well and although
the rain was unwelcome it didn’t
spoil our enjoyment. We are looking
forward to returning next year.”

Want a team look?
WE CAN PROVIDE AND EMBROIDER ALL YOUR
POLO SHIRTS AND ACCESSORIES
COMPETITIVE PRICES - LOCAL BUSINESS
AND RELIABLE
TELEPHONE DANNY ON 07966 154557
OR SUZANNE ON 07854 106414
SPEEDYSTITCH EMBROIDERY

DUNBAR GOLF CLUB
Established in 1856, Dunbar
has a reputation for challenging
links golf, stunning scenery and a
friendly atmosphere.
Its pedigree is recognised by the
R&A, which has held Local Final
Qualifying for the Open at the club.
Dunbar has also held the Scottish
Amateur and Scottish Boys’.
Part of two, three-day golf tours,
Dunbar makes for a great trip. For
more information visit
www.dunbargolfclub.com

Hirsel Golf Club
Is one of the UK’s Hidden Gems, recently featured in Golf
Monthly’s Top 100 Hidden Gems of UK & Ireland list.
VISITING PARTIES

Book NOW at 2012 prices!!
Kingfisher Package of coffee & morning rolls, 18 holes of golf
followed by a 2 course meal starts at £39 per person

Telephone the Secetary on 01890 882678
or email: secretary@hirselgc.co.uk
HALF PRICE GOLF - Available at certain times by booking
online at www.hirselgc.co.uk
Hirsel Golf Club, Coldstream, Kelso
Road, Berwickshire, TD12 4NJ
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COURSEREVIEW

Flamborough, the
very best of links yoHuravseay
Dean Bailey travels to the North Yorkshire coast
to play a great links course with a lot to offer

L

inks golf has long been regarded as the
game’s purest form. Played on coastline
courses where the weather plays as
much a part as the course itself.
The skills needed for links golf may not be the
norm for many players but mastering them brings
a certain sense of achievement - perhaps greater
than playing a great shot, on a calm day, at an
inland course.
Flamborough Head tests these abilities, at
times, to the limit. The mix of short and long
holes, played in different directions means you are
lucky if you face two similar shots in a full round.
The great variety of long and short holes,
played with different wind directions and
38 NORTHERN GOLFER
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undulations is evident from the outset. The
first is a tough par four, where drives must
avoid the cavernous fairway bunkers. The green
is well protected and sits above the fairway,
club selection is tricky if you are not used to
playing in the wind.
The second turns 90 degrees right up and over
a hill. Be wary of the thick rough and gorse to the
left over the top of the hill.
The fourth is the first hole played back
towards the oldest surviving lighthouse in
England, which dates back to 1674. This tough
par four requires two great shots to find the
putting surface, anything short is likely to roll
back to the bottom of the hill.

Try not to get distracted by the views at the
eighth, looking over the course and out to sea. This
long par four plays down hill and long drives run
the risk of finding the burn some 150 yards short
of the green.
Around the turn at Flamborough is a great
stretch of holes, which include the incredible par
three 10th (see factfile). The 11th is the first of the
cliff top holes. Drive over the marker at the top
of the hill to find a generous fairway. The green is
small and undulating, two-putt here and you will
walk away happy.
The 12th offers great rewards but plenty of risk
with two ponds and a ditch short of the green.
Accurate drivers will take this one on but it is a

COURSEREVIEW

FACT FILE

Left, the signature 10th hole
and, above, the fourth green

tough shot and many will be fishing balls out
of the water having taken the green on.
The closing stretch at Flamborough really
reflects the best elements of the course as
a whole. The short par four 16th offers big
hitters the chance to find the green, but is
protected by plenty of rough and some very
deep bunkers. The 17th is a tough par three,
where the wind plays a huge role - avoid the
back of the green where deep rough and a
pond await an over hit tee shot.
The last is a tough but fair finishing
hole. A generous fairway is flanked by out
of bounds. Played back up the hill this long
par five requires three good shots to find
the huge, three-tiered putting surface – find
the correct level of this green or face a nervewrecking putt which could end up back down
the fairway.
Measuring just 6,198 yards Flamborough
is not the longest of links courses but it is
a demanding test never-the-less. Avoid the
rough at all costs, it is deep and will take a
great shot to escape from. The greens are big
and undulating - finding the right portion of
many of them is important if you want avoid
three putting.

The clubhouse at
Flamborough Head offers
stunning views of the
golf course and out to the
North Sea. It’s a great place
to relax after your round
and enjoy some traditional,
home cooked food –
which is excellent and
reasonably priced.

CONTACT
Flamborough Head Golf Club
Lighthouse Road, Flamborough
East Riding Of Yorkshire, YO15 1AR
Tel: 01262 850333, Email: enquiries@
flamboroughheadgolfclub.co.uk
Web: www.flamboroughheadgolfclub.co.uk
GREEN FEES
Weekdays £23 per round
Weekends and Bank holidays £31
Twilight weekdays £13
Twilight weekends and bank holidays £16
9 holes weekdays £12
9 holes weekends and bank holidays £15
TOTAL DISTANCE
White – 6198
Yellow – 6010
Red – 5549
FEATURES
18-hole golf course
Spacious practice ground
Putting green
Fully stocked pro shop
Excellent bar and catering
CADDY’S TIP
Pick where you are going to take the driver
out carefully, there are some places where
the rough and gorse can cause you real
problems – be wary of the short par fours
where the trouble is very well placed.
SIGNATURE HOLE
The 10th is a great short par three with
stunning views over the golf course and
out to the North Sea. Be careful with your
club selection as this hole plays severely
downhill from an elevated tee which can
be sheltered from the wind. The two-tier
green is huge and putts from past the hole
are very quick – find the correct section of
the green and finish below the hole for the
best chance of birdie.

VERDICT
A stunning links course, which offers
year-round value for money. Well worth a
visit if you are in the area and enjoy a fair
test of golf.
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GOLFERTIPS

Kristoffer
Bengtsson
Northern

ESCAPE THE SAND

So many players come to me and tell me
they can’t get out of the sand.
There are a couple of key things to focus on
to ensure you strike the sand correctly and get

Golfer Pro
tel 0191 236 4480
for private lessons
and advice

the ball out every time. As you practice these
you’ll build up some confidence and learn how
to not only escape the sand, but to hit it close
from a hazard and save yourself some shots.

FAULT 1

STAY DOWN
Set yourself up with a solid
base and keep your sternum
down. This gives you a fixed
point to swing around and
should bring an end to mishit
bunker shots

Instead of keeping his lower half
solid and staying down through
the shot, Kris has stood up,
lifting the sole of the club up and
causing him to thin it into the
face of the bunker.

FOLLOW THROUGH

FAULT 2

Keep the club accelerating
through the sand - this helps
pop the ball into the air and
out of the sand

NG TIPS NOW ONLINE AT:
www.northerngolfer.co.uk/category/tips/
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Instead of accelerating through
to a full finish, Kris has chopped
down into the sand causing the
club to get stuck in the sand
and stop - leaving the ball in
the bunker.

GOLFERNEWS

Elrick’s Italian job
Blind Skipton golfer retains his European title
in Milan with a thumping win

B

lind golfer Malcolm Elrick
destroyed the field to
retain his European crown
in Italy.
And he followed his triumph in
Milan with a winning performance
for the Rest of the World side against
North America at Green Island
Country Club in Columbus, Ohio.
The 59-year-old from the Skipton
club finished an impressive 16 shots
clear of the field in Milan to keep his
European title and to lift the trophy
for the third time.
He then took part in a celebrity
tournament organised by Peter
Alliss at Hindhead before heading
off to the USA to play for the Rest
of the World against North America
- a combined USA and Canada
team - in the inaugural Ressmeyer
Vision Cup.
Malcolm played a major role in

a Rest of the World’s victory as he
teamed up with Inchan Cho to win
his two-man scramble match 5 and
3 and he was unbeaten with a 3 & 1
win on the second day and, crucially,
won his final day singles against Ty
Thompson by the same score.
It was a point which proved
hugely important as the Rest of the
World came through to win 13½12½ and take the trophy and he was
one of only two unbeaten players
during the week.
Malcolm was guided by his
partner Sandie Shaw in the
tournament and he said: “It was a
huge honour and I was really pleased
with how I played in Milan and
in America.
“My big aim is to play in next
year’s World Championships in
Australia. I truly believe I can
win, but first I need to get the

Malcolm Elrick at Skipton Golf Club with his guide Sandra Shaw.
funding to pay for the travel
costs. I’d be interested in hearing
from anyone who would like to
sponsor me, especially in Australia
where I believe I will have a
really good chance of becoming
World Champion.”
Malcolm has an impressive
record with three European wins,

several national titles and also
captaining the England national
team - quite a return as he only
started playing golf properly in 1998,
first discovering it by accident at a
guide dog open day.
Anyone interested in sponsoring
Malcolm can get in touch with him
on malcember@gmail.com

WWW.PARKLANDSGOLF.CO.UK
MEMBERSHIP

NOVEMBER 2013-MARCH 2015
£549 FULL (DIRECT DEBIT AVAILABLE)

GREEN FEES

FROM 1ST OCTOBER
£10 PER ROUND EVERYDAY
£30 4BALL

WEDNESDAY SPECIAL

BACON ROLL AND TEA/COFFEE + 18 HOLES FOR £10

GROUPS OF 8 OR MORE

We will beat any price from
anywhere, Ping, Taylormade,
Callaway, Titleist, Galvin Green,
Adidas, Footjoy and more!
2 dozen
Srixon AD333
Only £28

Adidas Adizero
Tour shoe
was £119
NOW £75

BACON ROLL AND TEA/COFFEE + 18 HOLES FOR £10
BACON ROLL AND TEA/COFFEE,
18 HOLES, STEAK PIE & CHIPS FOR £15

COME AND PLAY THE
Before buying
MUCH IMPROVED PARKLANDS online, check
“I PLAYED PARKLANDS FOR THE 1ST TIME IN A
COUPLE OF YEARS AND WAS VERY IMPRESSED.
GREAT VALUE FOR MONEY” JOHN FROM BLAYDON

“PARKLANDS HAS IMPROVED SO MUCH FROM LAST
YEAR. I WOULD RECOMMEND HAVING A GAME
THERE” CHRIS FROM NORTH SHIELDS

our website
for all of
our offers

Parklands
GOLF CLUB

Shop 0191 2364480
Office 0191 2363322
High Gosforth Park,
Newcastle upon Tyne
NE3 5HQ
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win

Enter
online

GOLFERPROMOTIONS

Lo
northe g on to
rngolfe
r.co.uk

Northern Golfer
competitions are also
listed on our website at
www.northerngolfer.co.uk/offers, alternatively you can
enter via email:competitions@northerngolfer.co.uk (mark
the competition name in the subject field) or post your entry
to: Competitions, Northern Golfer, Unit One, Bearl Farm,
Stocksfield, Northumberland, NE43 7AJ

Please include your contact details and telephone number
Closing date December 6, 2013. Usual competition rules apply – available on
request. Winners will be published in our next edition.

WIN GOLF FOR FOUR
AT HARTLEPOOL
The Durham and North Yorkshire coast is strewn with golfing gems and
Hartlepool is among the best of them.
The phrase “hidden gem” is often used, but in Hartlepool’s case it is true
as finding the course involves threading your way through an unprepossessing
housing estate, down a narrow road and through a rather forbidding railway
tunnel. The transformation on emerging from the gloom of that tunnel is startling
as the views of the course, which runs along the coast, has been designed to take
advantage of its many natural features.
The course, part of which was laid out by James Braid, offers a challenge to the
experienced player as well as the novice, the wind frequently blows, changing the
nature of the course from day to day.
For your chance to win simply answer the following question:
Which legendary golf course architect laid out part of the Hartlepool course?

WIN GOLF FOR FOUR AT WHICKHAM
Whickham Golf Club was founded in 1911 and moved to its present site at Hollinside
Park in 1938.
The present site which was originally leased from the Earl of Strathmore was part
of the Bowes-Lyon family estate. The lodges at the club entrance marked one of the
main entrances to Gibside Estate.
These buildings which are used as a golf shop and workshop are listed as buildings
of special architectural and historic interest.
The existing clubhouse was completed in 1980 and provides superb facilities.This
excellent parkland course leaves a lasting impression on visitors, set in the beautiful
Derwent Valley it has outstanding views of scenic countryside.
For your chance to win simply answer the following question:
When was the present clubhouse at Whickham completed?
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WIN A TWO NIGHT STAY
AT THE AULD CROSS KEYS
For over 200 years the Auld Cross Keys Country Inn
has been at the heart of life in Denholm.
Serving the community originally as a bakehouse
and then as a coaching inn, the Auld Cross Keys is a
local asset that is also making its mark as a popular
choice with golfers to the Scottish Borders.
The country inn is run by Dave and Karen, who
moved to the Borders from Castleford, and always offer
a warm welcome to all.
For your chance to win simply answer the
following question:
Where did Dave and Karen move from to take over
the running of the Auld Cross Keys?

WIN A PAIR OF FOOTJOY
LT GOLF SHOES
Our friends at LEDA Golf, which is based at
Roseberry Grange Golf Club, have been kind enough
to offer a pair of FootJoy LT golf shoes to our readers
in this month’s competition.
The FootJoy LT Series features an EVA outsole
reinforced in its high-abrasion areas, an EVA midsole
with TPU stability wrap for added support and an
upper with a waterproof membrane surrounded by
durable and lightweight full grain leather.
The FootJoy LT golf shoes have an RRP of £99.
For your chance to win simply answer the
following question: Which golf club is LEDA
Golf based at?

Many of you would have received our
new email, sent to all of our competition
entrants, detailing each month’s
competitions. To sign up simply enter
one of this month’s competitions at
www.northerngolfer.co.uk
The winners for October are: Close House, Paul Young
of Durham; Consett, Kevin Robinson of Harlow Green,
Tyne & Wear; Harrogate, Michael Cummins of Chester
le Street; Hollins Hall, Marion Punton of Cramlington

GOLFERNEWS

Play 80 courses
at one club
George Washington invests in a simulator to give
members somewhere to play in adverse weather

W

e may have been
blessed with mild
weather so far
this autumn but
unfortunately, it seems the best of
the golfing weather is behind us.
One North East golf club have
prepared themselves for the cold
spell and the likelihood of course
closures when the rain comes.
George Washington Golf Club
is now offering its members the
chance to have a round of golf at
any time, on their state-of-the-art
golf simulator.
George Washington’s Director of
Golf, Jonny Mould, said: “Our new

simulator is a great way to continue
playing golf when the weather’s not
great outside and will give golfers
the opportunity to get out of the
house and have a game of golf, even
if there’s snow on the ground.
“I’m sure a lot of non-golfing
partners will be thanking us for this,”
Jonny added.
The simulator, which is from Blue
Hawk Events, has a choice of over 80
courses and is available to members
and non-members.
Golfers will be able to book their
tee times as usual and enjoy a round
of golf as they normally would.
“We have had amazing feedback

George Washington’s state-of-the-art simulator
from the members that have
already taken advantage of our
new facility and we are excited
about keeping golf alive this winter,”
Jonny added.
Ladies Captain Brenda O’Neill
said, “It’s a great facility for the
winter months; it gives us the
chance to get together with the
other members of the ladies

section when the weather isn’t too
good outside.”
There are a number of hire
options available, 30 minutes use
as a driving range - £5 members/
£6.50 visitors. One hour - £17.50
members/ £20 visitors. Two hours £30 members/ £35 visitors.
All options are for a maximum
of four players.

To book the simulator contact the pro shop 0191 4178346

THE
ALL-NEW
V40
CROSS
COUNTRY
£499 DEPOSIT. £299 PER MONTH.
Roll on winter!

• Up to 74.3 mpg (combined) • Pedestrian Airbag • Bluetooth
• Isofix • 16” Alloy Wheels • Front and Rear Side Airbags
• Automatic Air Conditioning • Brake Assist System
Volvo V40 Diesel Hatchback D2 Cross Country SE 5dr
CREDIT EXAMPLE
Mill Price

£21,350.00

Deposit

£499.00

Amount of Credit
Total charge for credit

£20,851.00
£3,178.50

Interest rate (Fixed)

3.04%

APR Representative

5.9%

48 months at

£299.75

1 final payment
(Guaranteed Future Value)

£10,140.50

Total Amount Payable £25,027.50
Duration

49 months

Annual Mileage

6,000 miles

Euro NCAP has
discovered the V40 to
be one of the safest
cars it has ever tested

VOLVO CARS NORTH EAST
Mill Newcastle

Mill Sunderland

Mill Stockton

Mill Harrogate

Scotswood Road,
Newcastle NE15 6BZ

Wessington Way,
Sunderland SR5 3HR

Preston Farm Business Park,
Stockton TS18 3SG

St James Retail Park,
Knaresborough HG5 8PY

millvolvo

@millvolvo

www.millnortheast.co.uk

Tel: 0800 612 4715

Finance subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. Applicant must be 18 or over. Guarantees/ indemnities may be required. At the end of the Personal Contract Purchase there are
three options: (1) Part exchange the vehicle, where equity is available (2) Pay the GFV (Guaranteed Future Value) to own the vehicle or (3) Return the vehicle. Excess mileage will be charged
at the rate of 14.9p per mile (+VAT) for the first 5,000 miles and at twice that rate thereafter. Further charges may be made subject to the condition of the vehicle. Santander Consumer (UK)
plc T/A Volvo Car Credit RH1 1SR. Car featured for illustration purposes only.
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directory
Pick up a copy of Northern Golfer at
any of these venues
COUNTY DURHAM
Barnard Castle Golf Club
Harmire Rd, Barnard Castle, DL12 8QN
01833 638 355

To be listed or to advertise please call 01661 844115 or email enquiries@northerngolfer.co.uk

Beamish Park Golf Club
Beamish Park, Stanley, DH9 0RH
0191 370 1382
Birtley Golf Club
Portobello Road, Birtley,
Chester-le-Street, DH3 2LR
0191 410 2207
Bishop Auckland Golf Club
High Plains, Bishop Auckland, DL14 8DL
01388 661 618
Blackwell Grange Golf Club
Snipe Lane, Darlington, DL2 2SA
01325 464 458
Brancepeth Castle Golf Club
Brancepeth Castle, DH7 8EA
0191 378 0075
Castle Eden Golf Club
Castle Eden, TS26 4SS
01429 836 510
Chester le Street Golf Club
Lumley Pk, Chester le Street, DH3 4NS
0191 388 3218
Cocken Lodge Golf
Cocken Lodge Farm, Leamside, DH4 6QP
0191 584 1053
Consett & District Golf Club
Elmfield Road, Consett, DH8 5NN
01207 505 060
Crook Golf Club
Low Jobs Hill, Crook DL15 9AA
01388 762 429
Darlington Golf Club
Haughton Road, Darlington, DL1 3JD
01325 355 324
Dinsdale Spa Golf Club
Middleton St George, Darlington, DL2 1DW
01325 332 297
Durham City Golf Club
Littleburn, Langley Moor, DH7 8HL
0191 378 0029
Hallgarth Hotel Golf & Country Club
Coatham Munderville, Darlington,
DL1 3LU. 01325 379 710

Mount Oswald Golf Club
South Road, Durham City, DH1 3TQ
0191 386 7527
Oak Leaf Golf Club
School Aycliffe Lane, Newton Aycliffe,
DL5 4EF
01325 310 820
Ramside Hall Golf Club
Ramside Hall Hotel, Carville,
Durham, DH1 1TD
0191 386 9514
Rockliffe Hall Golf Club
Hurworth-on-Tees,
Darlington, DL2 2DU
01325 729 980
Roseberry Grange Community
Golf Club
Grange Villa, Chester le Street, DH2 3NF
0191 370 0660
Seaham Golf Club
Shrewsbury Street,
Seaham, SR7 7RD
0191 581 1268
Sharpley Golf
Seaton, Seaham,
Co Durham, SR7 0NP
0191 513 1100
South Moor Golf Cub
The Middles, Craghead, Stanley,
DH9 6AG
01207 232 848

CUMBRIA
Brampton Golf Club
Talkin Tarn, Brampton, CA8 1HN
01697 72255
Seascale Golf Club
The Banks, Seascale, CA20 1QL
019467 28202

NORTHUMBERLAND
Allendale Golf Club
High Studden, Allenheads Road
Allendale, NE47 9QL
01434 683 926
Alnmouth Golf Club
Foxton Hall, Alnmouth,
NE66 3BE
01665 830 231

Hobson Golf Club
Hobson, Near Burnopfield, NE16 6BZ
01207 270 941

Alnmouth Village Golf Club
Marine Road,
Alnmouth, NE66 2RZ
01665 830 370

Ineos Golf Club
School Aycliffe Lane, Newton Aycliffe,
DL5 6EA.
01325 303 561
Sec John Haykin 07792 610521

Alnwick Castle Golf Club
Swansfield Park,
Alnwick,
NE66 2AB
01665 602 632
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Arcot Hall Golf Club
Dudley, Cramlington NE23 7QP
0191 236 2794

Prudhoe Golf Club
Eastwood Park, Prudhoe, NE42 5DX
01661 832 466

Bamburgh Castle Golf Club
The Wynding, Bamburgh, NE69 7DE
01668 214 321

Rothbury Golf Club
Whitton Bank Rd, Rothbury, NE65 7RX
01669 621 271

Bedlingtonshire Golf Club
Acorn Bank, Bedlington, NE22 6AA
01670 822 457

Seahouses Golf Club
Beadnell Road, Seahouses, NE68 7XT
01665 720 794

Belford Golf Club
South Road, Belford, NE70 7DP
01668 213 232

Stocksfield Golf Club
New Ridley Rd,Stocksfield, NE43 7RE
01661 843 041

Bellingham Golf Club
Boggle Hole, Bellingham, NE48 2DT
01434 220 152

Tynedale Golf Club
Tyne Green, Hexham, NE46 3HQ
01434 608 154

Blyth Golf Club
New Delaval, Blyth, NE24 4DB
01670 356 514

Warkworth Golf Club
The Links, Warkworth, NE65 OSW
01665 711 596

Burgham Park Golf Club
Near Felton, Morpeth, NE65 8QP
01670 787 898

Wooler Golf Club
Dod Law, Doddington, Wooler, NE71 6AN
01668 282 135

Close House
Heddon-on-the-Wall, NE15 0HT
01661 852 953
De Vere Slaley Hall
Slaley, Hexham, NE47 0BX
01434 673 350
Dunstanburgh Golf Club
Embleton, NE66 3XQ
01665 576 562
Goswick Golf Club
Goswick Beal, TD15 2RW
01289 387 256
Gubeon Golf Centre
Walton Road, Morpeth, NE61 3YJ
01670 519 090
Haltwhistle Golf Club
Banktop, Greenhead, NE49 9JR
01434 320 708
Hexham Golf Club
Spital Lane, Hexham, NE46 3RZ
01434 603 072
Longhirst Hall Golf Club
Longhirst Hall, Morpeth, NE61 3LL
01670 791 562
Macdonald Linden Hall Golf
and Country Club
Longhorsley, Morpeth, NE65 8XF
01670 500 011
Matfen Hall Golf Club
Matfen, NE20 0RH
01661 886 400
Magdalene Fields Golf Club
Berwick-upon-Tweed, TD15 1NE
01289 306 130
Morpeth Golf club
Loansdean, Morpeth,
NE61 2BT
01670 504 942
Newbiggin Golf Club
Newbiggin NE64 3DW
01670 817 344
Percy Wood Golf Club
Coast View, Swarland, Felton,
NE65 9JG
01670 787 010
Ponteland Golf Club
53 Bell Villas, Ponteland, NE20 9BD
01661 822 689

SCOTTISH BORDERS
Eyemouth Golf Club
Gunsgreenhill, Eyemouth, D14 5SF
01890 750 004
Hirsel Golf Club
Kelso Road, Coldstream TD12 4NJ
01890 882 678
Roxburghe Golf Club
Kelso, Roxburghshire, TD5 8JZ
01573 450 333

TEESSIDE
Billingham Golf Club
Sandy Lane, Billingham, TS22 5NA
01642 533 816
Cleveland Golf Club
Majuba Road, Redcar, Cleveland
TS10 5BJ
01642 471 798
Eaglescliffe & District Golf Club
Yarm Road, Eaglescliffe, TS16 0DQ
01642 780 238
Hartlepool Golf Club
Hart Warren, Hartlepool, TS24 9QF
01429 274 398
High Throston Golf Club
Hart Lane, Hartlepool,
TS26 0UG
01429 268 071
Hunley Hall Golf Club
Brotton, By Saltburn, TS12 2QN
01287 676 216
Ingleby Barwick Golf Club
Lullingstone Crescent, Ingleby Barwick,
Stockton on Tees, TS17 5GJ
01642 765 000
Knotty Hill Golf Centre
Sedgefield, Stockton on Tees,
TS21 2BB
01740 620 320
Middlesbrough Golf Club
Brass Castle Lane, Middlesbrough
TS8 9EE
01642 311 515
Middlesbrough Municipal Golf Club
Ladgate Lane, Middlesbrough,
TS5 7YZ
01642 315 533

Norton Golf Club
Blakestone Lane, Norton
Stockton on Tees, TS20 3LQ
01642 676 385
Saltburn by the Sea Golf Club
Hob Hill, Saltburn by the Sea, TS12 1NJ
01287 622 812
Seaton Carew Golf Club
Tees Road, Seaton Carew, TS25 1DE
01429 266 249
Teesside Golf Club
Acklam Road, Thornaby
Stockton on Tees TS17 7JS
01642 616 516
Wilton Golf Club
Wilton,Near Redcar, TS10 4QY
01642 465 265
Wynyard Hall Golf Club
Wellington Drive, Wynyard Park
Billingham, TS22 5NQ
01740 644 399

TYNE AND WEAR
Backworth Golf Club
The Hall, Backworth, NE27 0AH
0191 268 4247
Beamish Park Hotel
Golf & Driving Range, Marley Hill,
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE16 5EG
01207 230666
Boldon Golf Club
Dipe Lane, East Boldon, NE36 0PQ
0191 536 5360
Centurion Park Golf Club
Rheydt Avenue, Wallsend, NE28 8SU
0191 263 0041
City of Newcastle Golf Club
Three Mile Bridge, Gosforth
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE3 2DR
0191 285 1775
Garesfield Golf Club
Chopwell, NE17 7AP
01207 561 309
George Washington Golf Club
Stone Cellars Road, Concorde
Washington, NE37 1PH
0191 417 8346
Gosforth Golf Club
Broadway East, Gosforth
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE3 5ER
0191 285 3495
Heworth Golf Club
Gingling Gate, Heworth, Gateshead,
NE10 8XY
0191 469 9832
Hetton le Hill Golf Club
Elemore Vale, Easington Lane, DH5 0QR
0191 517 3061
Houghton le Spring Golf Club
Copt Hill, Houghton le Spring, DH5 8LU
0191 584 7421
Newcastle United Golf Club
60 Ponteland Road,
Newcastle upon Tyne,
NE5 3JW
0191 286 9998
Northumberland Golf Club
High Gosforth Park,
Newcastle upon Tyne,
NE3 5HT
0191 236 2009

Ryton Golf Club
Clara Vale, Ryton, NE40 3TD
0191 413 3253
South Shields Golf Club
Cleadon Hills, South Shields, NE34 8EG
0191 456 8942
Tynemouth Golf Club
Spital Dene, Tynemouth, NE30 2ER
0191 257 4578
Tyneside Golf Club
Westfield Lane, Ryton, NE40 3QE
0191 413 2742
Wearside Golf Club
Cox Green, Sunderland, SR4 9JT
0191 534 2518

Whickham Golf Club
Hollinside Park, Fellside Road
Whickham, NE16 5BA
0191 488 1576
Whitburn Golf Club
Lizard Lane, South Shields, NE34 7AF
0191 529 4210
Whitley Bay Golf Club
Claremont Rd, Whitley Bay, NE26 3UF
0191 252 0180

YORKSHIRE (EAST)
Beverley and East Riding Golf Club
Anti Mill, Westwood, Beverley, HU17 8RG
01482 868757
Bridlington Golf Club
Belvedere Road, Bridlington, YO15 3NA
01262 606 367
Bridlington Links Golf Club
Flamborough Road, Marton, Bridlington,
YO15 1DW
01262 401 584
Driffield Golf Club
Sunderlandwick, Driffield, YO25 9AD
01377 253 116
Far Grange Park & Golf Club
Skipsea, Driffield, YO25 8SY
0800 197 2074
Flamborough Head Golf Club
Lighthouse Road, Flamborough,
Bridlington, YO15 1AR
01262 850 333
Hornsea Golf Club
Rolston Rd, Hornsea, HU18 1XG
01964 534989
Kilnwick Percy Golf Club
Pocklington, York, YO42 1UF
01759 303 090

YORKSHIRE (NORTH)
Aldwark Manor Golf Club
Aldwark Alne,YO61 1UF
01347 838 146

Leeds Golf Club
Elmete Lane, Leeds, LS8 2LJ
0113 265 9203

Catterick Golf Club
Leyburn Road, Catterick Garrison, DL9 3QE
01748 833 268

Scalm Park Golf Club
Bishop Wood, Wistow Common, Selby,
YO8 3RD
01757 210 846

Leeds Golf Centre
Wike Ridge Lane, Shadwell, Leeds
LS17 9JW
0113 288 6000

Scarborough North Cliff Golf Club
North Cliff Avenue, Scarborough,
YO12 6PP
01723 355 397

Mid Yorkshire Golf Club
Havercroft Lane, Pontefract, Darrington,
WF8 3BP
01977 704522

Scarborough South Cliff Golf Club
Deepdale Avenue, off Filey Road,
YO11 2UE
01723 360 522

Moor Allerton Golf Club
Coal Road, Wike, Leeds, LS17 9NH
0113 266 1154

Easingwold Golf Club
Stillington Road, Easingwold, YO61 3ET
01347 822 474
Filey Golf Club
West Avenue, Filey, YO14 9BQ
01723 513 293
Flaxby Park Golf Club
Flaxby, Knaresborough, HG5 0RR
01423 863 444
Forest Park Golf Club
Stockton-on-Forest, York, YO32 9HF
01904 400 425

Scarthingwell Golf Club
The Scarthingwell Centre, Scarthingwell,
Tadcaster, LS24 9PF
01937 557 878

Fulford Golf Club
Heslington Lane, York, YO10 5DY
01904 413 579

Selby Golf Club
Mill Lane, Brayton, YO8 9LD
01757 228 622

Ganton Golf Club
Station Road, Ganton, Scarborough,
YO12 4PA
01944 710 329

Skipton Golf Club
Short Lee Lane, Skipton, BD23 3LF
01756 795 657

Harrogate Golf Club
Forest Lane Head, Harrogate, HG2 7TF
01423 862 999
Heworth Golf Club
Muncaster House, Muncastergate,
YO31 9JY
01904 426 156
Kirkbymoorside Golf Club
Manor Vale, Kirkbymoorside, YO62 6EG
01751 431 525
Knaresborough Golf Club
Boroughbridge Road,
Knaresborough, HG5 0QQ
01423 862 690
Malton & Norton Golf Club
Welham Park, Welham Road,
Norton,Malton, YO17 9QE
01653 697 912
Masham Golf Club
Burnholme, Swinton Road,
Masham, Ripon, HG4 4NS
01765 688 054

The Oaks Golf Club
Aughton Common, Aughton, YO42 4PW
01757 288 577
Thirsk & Northallerton Golf Club
Thornton le Street, Thirsk, YO7 4AB
01845 525 115
Whitby Golf Club
Low Straggleton, Whitby, YO21 3SR
01947 600 660
York Golf Club
Lords Moor Lane, Strensall, YO32 5XF
01904 491 840

Sand Moor Golf Club
Alwoodley Lane, Leeds, LS17 7DJ
0113 268 5180
Scarcroft Golf Club
Syke Lane, Leeds, LS14 3BQ
0113 289 2263
Wakefield Golf Club
28 Woodthorpe Lane, WF2 6JH
01924 258778

Leda Discount Golf Centre
Grange Villa, Chester le Street,
DH2 3NF
0191 370 1757
Mark Rayson Golf
Hobson Golf Club, Burnopfield,
NE16 6BZ
01207 271 605
Marshalls Golf
Heworth Golf Club,
Gingling Gate, Heworth,
NE10 8HY
0191 4384223
Philips Golf Discount
Unit 3 Strand Business Centre
Locomotion Way,
Camperdown Ind Est
Killingworth, NE12 5UJ
0191 268 0008
Riverdale Hotel
Bellingham NE48 2JT
01434 220 254

Bradford Golf Club
Hawksworth Lane, Guiseley, LS20 8NP
01943 87570

Wetherby Golf Club
Linton Lane, Linton, Wetherby, LS22 4JF
01937 580 089

Stokesley Driving Range
Broughton Road, Stokesley
TS9 5JJ

Cookridge Golf Club
Cookridge Lane, Cookridge, Leeds,
LS16 7NL
0113 230 0641

Garforth Driving Range
Barwick Road, Garforth, Leeds, LS25 2DN
0113 287 1111

Pike Hills Golf Club
Tadcaster Road, Askham Bryan,
YO23 3UW
01904 700 797

Garforth Golf Club
Long Lane, Garforth, Leeds, LS25 2DS
0113 286 2021

Rudding Park Golf Club
Rudding Park, Harrogate,
HG3 1JH
01423 872 100

Pontefact & District Golf Club
Park Lane, Pontefract, WF8 4QS
01977 792241

George Paylor Golf
5th Tee,Garesfield Golf Club
Chopwell, NE17 7AP
07737 963881

YORKSHIRE (WEST)

Pannal Golf CLub
Follifoot Road, Pannal, HG3 1ES
01423 872 628

Romanby Golf Club
Yafforth Road, Northallerton, DL7 0PE
01609 778 855

Oulton Hall De Vere
Rothwell Lane, Oulton, Leeds, Yorkshire,
LS26 8HN
0871 222 4690

Eureka
Copt Hill, Houghton le Spring, DH5 8LU
0191 584 1198

Snainton Golf Direct
Coast View, Swarland, Felton,
NE65 9JG
01670 787 010

Dewsbury District Golf Club
The Pinnacle, Sands Lane, Mirfield,
WF14 8HJ
01924 492399

Ripon Golf Club
Palace Road, Ripon, HG4 3HH
01765 603 640

Otley Golf Club
West Busk Lane, Otley, Leeds, LS21 3NG
01943 465 329

Dynamic Indoor Golf
Wideopen, Newcastle, NE13 7BA
0191 81 3590

Woodhall Hills Golf Club
Woodhall Road, Calverley, Pudsey, LS28 5UN
0113 255 4594

Oakdale Golf Club
Oakdale, Harrogate, HG1 2LN
01423 567 162

Richmond Golf Club
Bend Hagg, Richmond, DL10 5EX
01748 823 231

Moortown Golf Club
Harrogate Road, Leeds, LS17 7DB
0113 268 6521

Direct Golf
Lullingstone Crescent
Stockton-on-Tees, Cleveland,
TS17 5GJ
01642 765 000

Headlingly Golf Club
Back Church Lane, Adel, Leeds, LS16 8DW
0113 267 9573
Hollins Hall
Hollins Hill, Baildon, Shipley, Bradford,
BD17 7QW
01274 530 053
Horsforth Golf Club
Layton Rise, Horsforth, Leeds,
LS18 5EX
0113 258 6819
Huddersfield Golf Club
Fixby Hall, Lightridge Rd, HD2 2EP
01484 426203

OTHER GOLF OUTLETS
AB Golf
Andy Blythe P.G.A Golf Professional
Middlesbrough Driving Range,
Ladgate Lane,
Middlesbrough, TS5 7YZ
01642 300 720
Andy Paisley Golf Centre,
Hexham Golf Club,
Spittal Lane,
Hexham, NE46 3RZ
01434 603 072
Aslan Golf
Oakleaf Golf Complex,
School Aycliffe Lane,
Newton Aycliffe, DL5 4EF
01325 310 820
Bargain Golf
Seaham Golf Club, Shrewsbury Street,
Seaham, SR7 7RD
0191 5130837
also at: Wearside Golf Club,Cox Green,
Sunderland, SR4 9GT
0191 534 2518
Custom Fit Golf
South Moor Golf Club Superstore
Craghead, Stanley
DH9 6AG
01207 283 525

The Golf Bunker
Royal Quays Outlet,
North Shields,
NE29 6DW
0191 258 1598
The Golf Dome
The Sport Domes, Tees Road,
Seaton Carew, TS25 1DE
01429 800581
The Hobson Golf Range
Hobson Golf Club, Burnopfield,
NE16 6BZ
Tim Jenkins Golf
Cleveland Golf Club,
Majuba Road, Redcar,
TS10 5BJ
01642 471 798
ZFL Golf
Unit 8d,
North Tyne Ind. Estate,
NE12 9SZ
0191 270 2362
SELECTED TOURIST INFORMATION
CENTRES ALNWICK, BELLINGHAM,
BERWICK, CORBRIDGE,
HALTWHISTLE, HEXHAM MORPETH,
NEWCASTLE, ROYAL QUAYS,
SALTBURN, SEAHOUSES WHITLEY
BAY AND SELECTED GOLF CLUBS
IN THE BORDERS AND CUMBRIA
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Westerhope Golf Club
Whorlton Grange, Newcastle upon Tyne,
NE5 1PP
0191 286 9125

Sandburn Hall Golf Club
Flaxton, York, YO60 7RB
01904 469 929

directory

Ravensworth Golf Club
Angel View, Longbank, Gateshead, NE9 7UU
0191 487 6014

Bedale Golf Club
Leyburn Road, Bedale, DL8 1EZ
01677 422 451

NOR THERN

Parklands Golf Club
High Gosforth Park,
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE3 5HQ
0191 236 4480

from the

bunker
NG: It is always good to report on
the success of charity days. We
recently ran an article on the Gary
Smith Golf Day at Rockliffe Hall.
Here is an update.
More than £2,500 has now been
raised for Prostate Cancer UK after
around 70 prison officers from
Durham and other neighbouring
prisons plus guests played in the Gary
Smith Trophy which was started in
2001 in memory of Gary who passed
away at the age of 39.
The new target was achieved with
a £1,000 donation from the Prison
Service Charity Fund.
The winner at Rockliffe was Ramside
Hall’s Dickie Dodds with 42 points
while Steve Foster and Alistair Pringle
tied on 41 points.

MORPETH GOLF CLUB

Here is Dickie
receiving his prize
from Gary Smith’s
widow Angeline
and daughter Ellie.
Make sure you let
us know about your
charity days

Welcome to the reader feedback page where you can
tell us your likes, dislikes and funny golfing stories as
well as make suggestions as to what you would like to
see in your Northern Golfer
Send your Feedback to editor@northerngolfer.co.uk, on
Twitter @negolfer or on facebook.com/northerngolferuk
Please include contact details, photos and videos

NG: Next we have received a bit
of consumer advice from our
friends at Philips Golf Discount.
They wrote to say:
“Don’t believe everything you read
online, particularly when it comes to
advice in online forums.
“One of our customers recently
tried to claim back money on out
of warranty repair charges we
carried out on behalf of Powakaddy.
The customer had read online
that if a retailer wouldn’t foot the
bill you could go to small claims
court and win back the cost of your
trolley and any work that had been
carried out.
“The post he had read was
completely false (It took us
months to find out what exactly
had happened and we ended up
applying to Huddersfield County
Court for the release of the papers
from the claim). The guy that had
posted online claimed he had
won the case when it had actually
been dismissed.
“Since the case took place all
of his posts regarding Powakaddy
have been removed, at the
company’s request.”

NG: Sound advice. Be careful
to check your sources online,
people out there may not be
telling the full truth.
Competition winners continue to
tell us how much they enjoy their
prizes. This from Paul McVittie
who wrote:
We had our day out to Matfen a
week ago and it could not have gone
better. We had an excellent day and I
suspect we will all be back.
In summary:
• Booking was very easy and
straightforward
• The weather on the day could not
have been better
• The course was in excellent
condition and was a very fair test
for all of us - our handicaps ranged
from three to 13
• The food afterwards was freshly
prepared, of very good quality and
well served
We could not fault any aspect of the
day. Please accept my thanks once
again for a really great prize.
Our pleasure and you can find
this month’s competitions on
Page 46

NEW MEDAL COURSE & PRACTICE/ACADEMY FACILITIES

NOW OPEN

“THE MUST PLAY COURSE FOR 2014”
Societies Welcomed. Prices from £20/head
“Where Golfers Matter and Tradition Counts”
www.morpethgolf.co.uk
46 NORTHERN GOLFER

END OF SEASON CLEARANCE
MASSIVE REDUCTION TO MAKE WAY FOR OUR NEW STOCK!!

FANTASTIC
DEALS!!

THERMAL WINDPROOF/LINED
SWEATERS AT DISCOUNT
PRICES, FROM ONLY £39.99
CHOOSE FROM OSCAR
JACOBSON, STUBURT,
GLENMUIR, ASHWORTH, GREG
NORMAN, MIZUNO AND MORE

GOLF BAG SALE
OVER 100 TO CLEAR

MANY 10 INCH TOUR BAGS
1/2 PRICE FROM ONLY £69.99
QUALITY STAND BAGS
FROM £54.99
CALLAWAY X SERIES MIDI STAND
BAGS £79.99 NOW £49.99
FREE UMBRELLA WHEN
PURCHASING SELECTED BAGS
(WORTH £24.99)

GALVIN
GREEN
NEW PLAIN/

SKINTIGHT
COMPRESSION
TECHNOLOGY

PATTERNED
SWEATERS
(DISCOUNTED PRICES)

GALVIN GREEN,
STUBURT,
OSCAR JACOSON,
SUNICE
FROM ONLY £24.99

NEW
MIZUNO IRONS

MANY
PACKAGE SETS

WOOL
SWEATERS
GLENMUIR, LYLE
& SCOTT, MURRAY
GOLF FROM ONLY
£34.99 EACH

GIFT VOUCHERS
AVAILABLE FROM £5.00
IDEAL CHRISTMAS GIFT

MP 54,
JPX EZ & MP4
IN STOCK

MENS,
LADIES,
JUNIORS
FROM ONLY
£99.00

NEW
GOLF BUDDY

NEW STOCK!

GOLF SHOES TO CLEAR

NEW
MOTOCADDY

NEW

NEW
TAYLORMADE

WEDGE SALE

GOLF BAGS &
ACCESSORIES IN STOCK BEST PRICES

DISCOUNTED
PRICES

NEW
PUMA
RANGE
IN STOCK

COMPARE OUR PRICES
BUY ONE GET 2ND
ONE 1/2 PRICE
(LOWEST PRICE ITEM)

S3 PRO, S1 PRO
& M1 PRO IN STOCK

PUTTER
SALE

UPTO 30%
OFF RRP

ODYSSEY,
TAYLORMADE,
SCOTTY CAMERON,
PING & MORE!

30% OFF ALL
MIZUNO JPX WEDGES

FULL RANGE
IN STOCK
ALL AT
DISCOUNTED
PRICES

OSCAR
JACOBSON
NOW IN!!
MANY PAIRS
OF TROUSERS
ON CLEARANCE
I.E. STROMBERG
WERE £39.99
NOW £32.99
(OVER 200 PAIRS
TO CLEAR)

WATERPROOF
JACKETS/TROUSERS
100% WATERPROOF
& BREATHABLE GUARANTEE
GALVIN GREEN, STUBURT,
SUNICE,OSCAR JACOBSON,
SUNDERLAND & MORE
MANY DISCOUNTS OF
UP TO 40% OFF NORMAL PRICES

DRIVERS IN
STOCK
INCLUDING THE
NEW SLIDER

(LONGEST DRIVER EVER)

GOLF BALL SALE
25% OFF ALL (DOZENS)
PREMIUM GOLF BALLS
IE TITLEIST, BRIDGESTONE,
WILSON ETC FROM £24.99

IE FOOTJOY DRIJOY TOUR
£99 NOW £79
STUBURT URBAN TEEGRIP
£49.99 NOW £34.99
PUMA CLYDE
£69.99 NOW £49.99
MANY MORE
CLEARANCE DEALS
ON ADIDAS, ECCO, ETC
FROM ONLY £29.99

CALLAWAY, MIZUNO,
PING, WILSON,
TAYLORMADE,
BENROSS,
NORMAN DREW,
VOKEY
PRICES FROM AN
AMAZING £29.99

WATERPROOF
BOOTS IN STOCK

STUBURT, ADIDAS,
HI TECH, FOOTJOY ETC

GOLF GLOVES (2012)
1/2 PRICE ALL £4.99

WILSON, ECCO,
BRIDGESTONE, PUMA

LEATHER & ALL WEATHER

GET CUSTOM FIT FREE ON
OUR GOLF SIMULATOR
ALL MAJOR CUSTOM FIT
CARTS INSTORE

Remember we have a price beat policy! All staff fully qualified PGA professionals
How to find our
superstore
Leave A1 (m) at junction 63
Chester-le-Street and follow
B693 to Stanley, turn left onto
B6532 (Asda roundabout), follow
road to to end and turn right, pass
Blomfomtein School and follow
sign to South Moor Golf Club

Open Mon - Sun
9am - 5pm
Early opening
at weekends
Discount Golf Equipment
All major credit
Shaun Cowell PGA Golf Professional - Tel: 01207 283 525
cards
accepted
South Moor Golf Club Superstore, Craghead, Stanley, DH9 6AG NORTH
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