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EDITOR’S NOTE AND CONTENTS
What a summer of golf we are enjoying as the sun beats down
on the fairways and keeps much-needed revenue flowing into our
clubs’ coffers.
There is nowhere better than the North East and Yorkshire
when the weather is so good and with our beautiful courses in
such great condition.
This issue includes an eight-page special on the forthcoming
English Senior Open at Rockliffe Hall. Everyone at the resort has
worked so hard to put on this spectacle, featuring some real legends
of golf and we’re all looking forward to seeing some of golf ’s greats
tackle the Hurworth course from August 22-24.
Our preview looks at the potential winners, the best places to see
the action on August Bank Holiday weekend, what is going on behind
the scenes to show off the course and region in the best light, plus we
speak to Mark James about the tournament.
Let us hope the sun keeps shining, and we urge all who can
to get down and watch some of the action. Big crowds will,
hopefully, encourage the powers-that-be to stage more high profile
tournaments in the North East and Yorkshire - we certainly have the
courses and facilities worthy of them.
Many are featured in these pages along with a host of individual
winners, including young Sam Donald and Jake Storey who
continue to impress and look real prospects as potential Tour pros
of the future.
We also have a fascinating interview with Doug McClelland who
has had quite a journey for a lad from South Shields, through playing
the game and into the golfing business world.
Plus there is the usual news, reviews and some quirky stories holes-in-one galore and bunker problems in From the Bunker.
Finally, we would like to thank everyone for their feedback keep it coming - and also thank those who provide or enter our
competitions. We had more than 1,000 entries last month; see who
won on page 58 and if you haven’t entered before give it a whirl - if
you’re not in you can’t win.
Until next time, may your
handicaps get lower.
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Trolley Service & Repairs
Motocaddy, Powakaddy, Hillbilly & More

£100 P/Ex*
For any old set of irons
Against Cleveland 588 irons inc. custom fit

*

Compare your driver against Taylormade SLDR,
Cleveland 588, Wilson Tour M3 - Free Test by Appointment

The Amazing
GoKart Electric
Trolley - Compact,
Superlight &
Powerful
from £269

Jessica Hall
Guaranteed £100
Minimum Part Exchange
(any set/condition)
against many custom
built iron sets

FREE Loft & Lie Check
by Appointment.

Jessica Hall follows up county
championship with club victory,
plus a round up of other winners

Repairs & Re-grips

FREE Service voucher worth £35
with every Motocaddy electric trolley

We stock batteries, chargers & spares
for all leading trolley brands

www.zflgolf.co.uk

T: 0191 2702362
E: info@zflgolf.co.uk
Unit 8d, North Tyne Ind. Estate, NE12 9SZ
Opposite ASDA Benton. Two minutes from
A19 Whitley Bay Exit on A191 Old Coast Road
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Jessica’s a
winner again

J

essica Hall made up for
missing out on last year’s
Bishop Auckland Ladies
Championship with victory
this time around.
The youngest-ever winner
of the Durham County Ladies
Championship earlier this season,
Hall shot rounds of 76 and 75 to end
Angela Simpson’s run of victories,
which had stretched back 16 years.
Jessica went on to finish sixth in
the English Schools Championships
at Birstal with a score of 154 and
Durham were very pleased with the
fact they had five players qualifying
for the first time.
Castle Eden’s Jack Ainscough
finished just four shots behind the
eventual winner of the boys event,
Loic Kelly, with a score of 145.
CATTERICK ladies club
championship saw Sandra Jones,
Ruth Suffell and Midori Richardson
all tied after the first round.
The second round was shortened

to nine holes after torrential rain
caused flooding of some greens
and the title went to Ruth who
finished on 133, two ahead of
Midori. The best nett trophy went
to Ann Hargreaves.
WEARSIDE’S Rebecca
McGinley was leading qualifier with
rounds of 68 and 71 in the Northern
Counties Ladies Championship at
Eaglescliffe - the 68 a new course
record, but the winner proved to be
Selby’s Megan Garland who
beat Hickleton’s Alison Knowles
in the final.
CHESHIRE’S Cath Rawthore
won the English senior women’s
strokeplay champion at
Knaresborough. The Sale player
finished the 54-hole event one
stroke ahead of playing partner
Amanda Mayne of Somerset and
said: “I am just thrilled.”
Cath shot two over 77 in the final
round and finished on three-over
par for the championship.

TEEINGOFF

Master of
the course

Eaglescliffe’s Sam Donald’s superb round sees
him crowned champion at Rockliffe Hall

S

am Donald is doing his
best to make Eaglescliffe’s
centenary year one
to remember.
The Teesside teenager picked
up his third major trophy when he
won the Northern Golf Masters at
Rockliffe with a sparkling 69.
Donald has just turned 18 and is
captain of the juniors at Eaglescliffe
and with the Durham County Boys
title and Cleveland Salver already in

the trophy cabinet - as well as his
club title - he’s bang in form.
It showed when he went to the
turn in level par and then birdied
11, 12 and 14 for his three-underpar 69 and a one-shot win over
Rockliffe’s James Rogers with
Callum Tarren, also of Rockliffe, in
third place with a round of 71.
The Rockliffe Hall course was
set the same as it will be for this
month’s English Senior Open to give

Sam Donald (left) receives the Northern Masters trophy from
European Tour player Graeme Storm
golfers a real flavour of what it’s like
to play in a top competition on a
world-class course.
Donald has his sights set on a
golfing scholarship in the US and
a possible pro career. “I’m off plus-

one and I hope to improve on that
and look at the scholarship options
in the US,” he said.
“The Rockliffe course was in
great nick and playing pretty tough,
so I’m very happy with my 69.”
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Northumberland
county captain
Andy Minnikin

A game of two halves
Northumberland come from three points behind
after morning foursomes to beat Cheshire

N

orthumberland staged an
incredible comeback at
Burgham Park, coming from 4½
- 1½ down after the foursomes
to beat Cheshire 10½ - 7½.
The pairing of Will Robson (Bellingham)
and Seton Wakenshaw (Whitley Bay)
picked up Northumberland’s only full point
in the morning foursomes. Jack Hermeston
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(City of Newcastle) and county captain
Andy Minnikin picking up a half .
“We seem keep giving teams leads in
the foursomes and it makes it really hard
to come back in the afternoon singles
matches,” said Minnikin.
“I was really disappointed with the
foursomes performance.” Following a team
talk from their captain, Northumberland’s

top order picked up 6½ of the
first seven points available in the
singles matches – including County
Championship runner-up Jonathan
Richardson (Hexham) winning
his match 7&6.
Minnikin said: “At the top of the
order, we put the two finalists from
the County Championship. Jake,
out first, won his match and then
Johnny, who has only just come
into the side this year, went out
and won his match 7&6 which
is an absolutely fantastic result
playing so high up the order.
“Brad Robinson also
performed well and Paul
Caldicott won too. It was a
good team effort.”
Robson, Hermeston,
Sean Heads (Hexham), and
Minnikin also picked up wins,
while Simon Lee (Newcastle
United) and Craig Penny
(Newbiggin) picked up halves.
Northumberland’s last two
games of the season, against
Lancashire (Arcot Hall) and
Yorkshire (Newbiggin) take place
in August.

TEEINGOFF

Northumberland county champion, Jake Storey
(Image credit: Richard Hannam)

Storey has a
happy ending
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GREEN FEES
Monday-Sunday - £12 round
Monday - Sunday 4 Ball £40.00
Twilight - after 4pm £10 round
buggies available
Book online - www.centurionpark.com

SOCIETIES
BOOK a PARTY of 12 or MORE
- 2 go FREE
Telephone the Pro Shop
on 0191 2624231

DRIVING RANGE
OPEN 7 DAYS 9am - 9pm
Discount cards available save £££’s

MEMBERSHIPS

Pro rata available NOW!
telephone the Secretary
on 0191 2621973
After your round relax and enjoy a drink
in Happy Gilmores (Live sport shown)

Rheydt Avenue, Wallsend, NE28 8SU
www.centurionpark.com

Jake Storey wins the Northumberland
County Championship at Ponteland

A

lnmouth Golf Club’s
Dixon, Richardson and Lamb
Jake Storey lifted the
also made it through to the
Northumberland County
second round, where Storey
Championship trophy at
beat Newbiggin Golf Club’s Craig
Ponteland Golf Club in June, beating
Penny 4&3, Richardson going on
in-form Jonathon Richardson in
to beat clubmate Lamb 8&6 in
the final.
the quarterfinal stage. In the
Storey, a former
semifinals, Storey beat
Garesfield Golf Club, Chopwell,
NE17 7AP
winner of the
Dixon, while Richardson
McGregor Trophy,
beat Ross Duncan.
beat Hexham’s
In a tight opening round of
Richardson 4&3 in
the final on Saturday, Storey
the 36-hole final at the
went 1up with a birdie at the
Northumberland course
378-yard par-four fourth,
to lift his first county
before Richardson won the
championship trophy.
seventh and eighth holes.
Having qualified in fourth
Following lunch,
place with a two-round total
the match was
of 144, behind Renwick Medal
all-square until
winner Alex Dixon from City of
Richardson bogeyed
Newcastle (142, countback),
the 23rd hole to give
Close House’s Ian Donaldson
Storey the lead –
(142) and Hexham’s Matty
which he increased at
Lamb (143), Storey beat
the 28th-hole. before
Blyth’s Steven Anderton
winning the 30th and
5&4 in the first round
33rd holes to close out
on Wednesday.
the match 4&3.

Garesfield Golf Club
Chopwell

MEMBERSHIP OFFERS
1st September 2014 to 1st April 2016 (19 months)
Full Male £530 Full Female £470,
Concessions for younger ages
30-35 £395 • 26-29 £315 • 22-25 £265
Monthly Payment terms available
REMEMBER Full membership entitles your
first child under 16 FREE MEMBERSHIP!
Contact the Secretary garesfieldgc@btconnect.com
or 01207 561309 opt 1
leave your telephone number and name
Reminder! AUGUST 30th Men’s OPEN 4BBB
£16 pair Spaces available
Garesfield Golf Club, Chopwell, NE17 7AP
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On their
bikes for
Seve

Celebrating their
achievement: Neil Bell, John
Andrew and Jonathan Brown
John Andrew made an eyecatching entrance at the Open
Championship when he completed
a 110-mile charity bike ride from
Huddersfield to Hoylake.
Andrew, the owner of Bike-Shed.
com and Direct Golf, was joined
by managing director Neil Bell and
stock controller Jonathan Brown
for the challenging two-day journey
from West Yorkshire to
the Wirral in aid of the Seve
Ballesteros Foundation.
Their efforts keep them on target
to raise £10,000 for the Seve
Ballesteros Foundation, and the
ride had particular significance for
Andrew as it helped him mark
his 30th anniversary of qualifying
as a member of the Professional
Golfers’ Association.

Moor
Legends

Peter Lorimer (left) and
Eddie Gray
Scotland football legends Peter
Lorimer and Eddie Gray were
among the celebrities at the Leeds
United Golf Day at Moor Allerton.
The former Leeds duo joined a
clutch of past and present Leeds
players including former England
under-21 cap Michael Brown.
08 NORTHERN GOLFER

Peter
Plummer
(left) with
Stuart Hall

Salt of the earth
Charities benefit after more than 200 golfers make light
of poor weather at beautiful Saltburn

M

ore than £3,500 has been raised
for charity at Saltburn Golf Club.
The cash will go to
Macmillan Nurses and Zoë’s
Place of Eston after more than 200 golfers
turned out in some iffy weather for the
tournament organised by Peter Plummer of
Sahaviriya Steel Industries UK and backed by
main sponsors Aircon Engineering and Drive
of Redcar.
Saltburn Golf Club has held a day to make
money for charity for years but it had struggled
somewhat recently and Peter was asked to get it
back up and running this year.
He did a sterling job of harassing and
pestering people to get involved and the day
was made extra special by local firm Aircon
sponsoring the event and Drive of Redcar for
providing a car for the hole-in-one competition.
They also brought the former bantamweight

boxing champion Stuart Hall down to play in
a team and he brightened the day up with his
own brand of John Daly trousers.
The winners of the tournament were
Johnston Mattey with 94 points, but only on
the back nine from Weatherhead Construction.
While in third place was the Saltburn team
on 92 points.
Meanwhile, a £2,400 donation will benefit
teenage and young adults in the haematology
unit at South Tees James Cook after
Blackwell Grange chose it as the golf
club’s charity for the year. Dave Theakston,
captain of Blackwell, decided to support
teenage cancers this year as his daughter, Debi,
is in remission from leukaemia and was treated
at James Cook. He said: “I am amazed by the
combination of care and innovative science and
by the dedication of the staff who deliver it. We
are delighted to give something back.”

TEEINGOFF

Ticket to
Ryder
Opportunity to travel from the region and see
the stars preparing for the Ryder Cup

G

olf club members in the
North East and Yorkshire
have the opportunity to
enjoy a day out together
at the Ryder Cup practice days
thanks to a direct bus scheme.
The initiative will enable groups
of between 11 and 45 club members
and their guests to travel direct
to Gleneagles in their own
minibus or coach.
Golf club groups will also benefit
from a discount on practice day

Alan Hansen at Gleneagles

tickets on Tuesday September 23
and Wednesday September 24.
The practice days provide an
opportunity for fans to see the stars
of both Ryder Cup teams up close
and in relaxed mood as they prepare
for the big match.
There will also be a variety of
activities to enjoy.
Alan Hansen, Ryder Cup
ambassador, said, “Ryder Cup
Practice Days will be a fun and
memorable day out for all fans.”

For more information about group bookings, contact Ryder Cup Travel
Services, tel 08707 553 004. For tickets go to
rydercup.seetickets.com/content/rc14-group-landing

Ian Poulter at the Ryder Cup in 2012

New owners Neville and Stephen Hall welcome all golfers. A
considerable investment has been made to the course, most
noticeable in the course drainage, refurbishment of the club
house, front entrances, and attention to detail—all uplifting
Woodham’s standing.
Green Fees
Weekday

£17.00

Weekend £22.00

Weekday junior

£12.00

Weekend £15.00

Weekday with member £12.00

Weekend £15.00

£30.00

Weekend £40.00

Weekday Day

Membership: No joining fee - No waiting list
8 Month Membership (1st August 2014 - 31st March 2015)
7 Day £300

5 Day £267

Joint £565

Juniors (17-21 years) £133 (14-16 years) £67 (under 14 years) £33
Members from 2013 who held membership until after 31st October will
receive a 20% discount when joining in August
Members from 2013 who held membership until after 31st October will receive
a free game of golf (ask for details). Bookings available7 days in advance
Society Packages
Tea/Coﬀee & Bacon Roll - 18 holes

Weekday £21.00 Weekend £26.00

Tea/Coﬀee & Bacon Roll, 18 holes, 1 course meal

Weekday £28.00 Weekend £33.00

Tea/Coﬀee & Bacon Roll - 9 holes - soup &
sandwiches,18 holes , 2 course meal

Weekday £48.00 Weekend £58.00

Buggy Hire
Visitors £20.00

Member £12.00

A fully stocked golf shop OPENS Friday 25th July
Coaching available from PGA professional Ernie Wilson telephone 01325 319977 (golf shop)
email: woodhamproshop@googlemail.com www.woodhamgolfandcountryclub.co.uk

Reopens Friday 1st August
Burnhill Way, Woodham, DL5 4PN
Telephone 01325 319977 (golf shop)
www.woodhamgolfandcountryclub.co.uk
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Following in
dad’s footsteps
If Jack Harrison has a career like his dad and
uncle he will have done very well

J

ack Harrison aims to follow in the
family tradition and play on the
European Tour.
It’s some target to live up to for
the son of former Wynyard Hall director of
golf Phil Harrison, who played on the tour
for several years, while his uncle John,
pro at Matfen Hall, currently plays on the
European Seniors Tour.
John and Phil’s brother Steve is also
a professional, at Eden in Cumbria, and
has had his moments on the tournament
scene as has young Jack, whose godfather
is Chubby Chandler.
Jack won his first professional
tournament last year at Princes, in
Kent and he has been knocking on the
door again.
It looked like he would lift the
Powerade PGA Assistants’ Championship
at Coventry, but was unable to capitalise
on a dominating five-shot overnight
10 NORTHERN GOLFER

lead, experiencing a difficult final day,
eventually carding a two-over-par round
of 75 to finish third behind Gareth Davies.
Jack had fired a record-equalling eightunder-par 65 to set a scorching pace and
added a second round 68 to show he has
the game.
Dad Phil, now director of golf at
Wildwood, was among those to pass on
congratulations for his first round exploits
and the 23-year-old was quick to praise
Harrison senior for his help in knocking
him into shape.
“My dad helps me a huge amount,
especially with the mental side of the
game and course management,” said
young Harrison.
“It’s one thing playing the game but
scoring is another matter completely.
Trying to get the best out of your game
when you’re not playing well, that’s more
important than anything, and that’s where

Jack Harrison
(courtesy of
Tony Marshall
of Getty
Images)

he has helped me most.”
Football was an early love for Harrison,
who can count England soccer legend Alan
Shearer among his friends having lived next
door to him in Newcastle.
“Alan plays off five, hits it miles, further
than me and always lets me know that,”
added Harrison who earned his Sunshine
Tour card this year and has also played a
number of Challenge Tour events.
Harrison has set himself a three-year
target to reach the European Tour, he
added: “I’ve worked really hard on my game
for ages, and again my dad has told me to
stay patient, keep working hard and it will
come.
“I’ve tried to compete as much as I can
and play at the highest level to learn as
quick as I can. I feel I can go a lot higher.
I’m still learning, there is still room for
improvement and my goal is to be on tour
in three years.”
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Bed & Breakfast
‘The Friendliest Club on the Coast…..’

Book your Autumn
Play & Stay
1 NIGHT & 1 DAY’S
UNLIMITED GOLF*

£49 p.p.

Golf Coast Passport
with Bed & Breakfast from,
2 NIGHTS, 3 ROUNDS
OF GOLF, FROM 5 COURSES*

Bed & Breakfast
with unlimited golf *
Facilities include, two bedrooms
(max 4 guests) lounge with
stunning views of the course &
North Sea, a fully equipped kitchen
, bathroom, parking, full use of
the Clubhouse and a full English
Breakfast in our restaurant.

David Patterson (right) and caddy Paul Price with the Durham
County Matchplay Championship trophy

£116 p.p.

Wynyard winner

Flamborough Head Golf Club

Seaham’s David Patterson triumphs in the
Durham Matchplay Championship

D

avid Patterson staged a
magnificent fightback
to win the Durham
County Matchplay
Championship at Wynyard.
The 42-year-old Seaham player
had never gone the distance in
the championship, collecting the
dubious honour of being knocked
out in every stage of the event,
including last year’s final.
And it didn’t look good when
he was two-down to Boldon’s Rhys
Thompson with three to play, but he
won the 16th and 17th with birdies
and then halved the 18th, where
Thompson holed a tricky three-

footer to take the final into a
sudden death playoff.
The 19th was halved but at the
20th, Thompson bunkered his
approach and Patterson two-putted
for a winning par.
“It’s been a long time coming,”
said Patterson, “and I must say that
my caddy Paul Price was brilliant
out there. It was so hot and I don’t
think I could have done it without
his help.”
In the semifinals Patterson
defeated Jordan Bettis
(Ravensworth) 5&4 while
Thompson won against Jamie
Austwicke (Hartlepool) on the 18th.

For more information call: 01262 850333
LIGHTHOUSE ROAD FLAMBOROUGH YO15 1AR
enquiries@ﬂamboroughheadgolfclub.co.uk,
www.ﬂamboroughheadgolfclub.co.uk

Tyneside
Golf Club

PLAY SOMEWHERE SPECIAL
“Tyneside has all the
hallmarks of a vintage
Harry Colt design”
Frank Pont - Europe’s
leading restorer of
classic courses

Get into golf at Brancepeth
Brancepeth Castle GC is backing the
Get into Golf programme.
The England Golf scheme includes
five, one-hour lessons with the
Durham club’s PGA professional
David Fletcher, covering everything
you need to get started.
Fletcher said: “I would urge
anyone who is looking for an
enjoyable and recreational way of
staying fit to come along.”

The five sessions at Brancepeth
Castle, usually in a group of up to
six players, costs £25 per person
and equipment can be provided.
Those who participate can also enjoy
practice-only membership (£75 per
year) which provides access to the
clubhouse and practice facilities.
For more information contact
David, tel 0191 378 4115 or go
to getintogolf.org

VISITORS & SOCIETIES ALWAYS WELCOME
Excellent packages available
MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE
5 Day (Gent) – Ladies – Intermediate – Junior – Corporate
2014 OPENS
Check our website…
Telephone: 0191 4132742 or Email: secretary@tynesidegolfclub.co.uk
www.tynesidegolfclub.co.uk
Westfield Lane Ryton Tyne & Wear NE40 3QE
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TEEINGOFF

Durham
boys
triumph

The winning Durham
County Boys team
Durham clinched the Northern
Counties Boys Championship
by just one shot at the City of
Newcastle in July.
Durham, represented by Chris
Handy (South Moor), Sam Donald
(Eaglescliffe), James Wilson
(Tyneside), Jack Ainscough (Castle
Eden), Aaron McManus (Darlington)
and James Rogers (Rockliffe Hall),
managed a total of 743 to edge out
Cheshire on 744 with Lancashire,
Yorkshire and Northumberland all
finishing on 747. Northumberland
won’t be happy their arch rivals won
on their patch but at least they had
the satisfaction of Alnmouth’s Jake
Storey taking the best individual
trophy with rounds of 69 and 72.
Durham Boys will now represent
the Northern Group in the National
Finals which will be played at
Sandiway Golf Club later this month.

Salver win
Steven Robins played two superb
rounds of golf to win this year’s
Seaton Salver by two shots.
Ramside’s John Kirkpatrick
returned a commendable 76 to go
with his morning 73 and was the
early clubhouse leader on 149.
Then David Hague, from
Malton and Norton, came in with
a superb 74 and, with a two-round
total of 147, it looked as though
the title would be heading down
to North Yorkshire.
Playing in the last group
Robins, from Hull, recorded a
stunning 72, and with his firstround 73, that gave him a winning
total of 145.
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The
winning
Durham City
team

City slickers
After 106 years Durham City has
its name on the trophy at last

D

urham City ended a long wait
when they won the Durham Clubs
Championship at Seaham.
Despite being runners-up in 2001
and 2009, City had never won the title in the
106 years of the championship but things were
looking good when Graeme Marchbank and Jack
Richardson both posted first round 69s. When
Alex Robinson added a 70 their 208 total
was impressive.
Nothing was guaranteed though with holders
Darlington in the shape of Andrew Wilson
(69), David Kelly (70) and Aaron McManus (73)
breathing down their necks on 212.
It looked like it was going to be close and City
captain David McColl was on tenterhooks but

confident with his team going well in the second
round, especially Richardson, but then the
heavens opened, the fog rolled in and visibility
was down to less than 100 yards in some parts of
the course.
Thunder and lightning then brought the
players off the course and after a delay and
discussions among the county officials, it was
decided there was no chance of being able to
complete the second round and the result was
decided on the first round scores.
It means City took the trophy and will
represent the county in the English Champion
Club Tournament next month at Trentham.
Heworth’s John Scott took the best individual
prize with a score of 68.

Lifetime achievement
Peter Dawson was presented with a special Lifetime Achievement
Award at the HSBC Golf Business Forum at The Westin Abu Dhabi
Golf Resort and Spa.
The former Stocksfield resident and member of the
Northumberland Golf Club received his award from Italian golfing
star Matteo Mannasero in recognition of his outstanding contribution,
achievement and leadership in both the game and business of golf.
Dawson is to retire as chief executive of the R&A and secretary
of the Royal and Ancient Golf Club of St Andrews next year after 16
years. Dawson was based in the North East when he was headhunted to succeed Sir Michael Bonallack as secretary of the Royal and
Ancient Golf Club in 1999.

Peter Dawson receives his award
from Matteo Mannasero

TEEINGOFF

Rae of
sunshine

One of Yorkshire’s leading ladies to
become England’s president

M

arian Rae will
become England Golf
President in 2016.
A prominent
figure in English women’s golf and
in Yorkshire civic life, Marian, a
member of Lindrick, chaired the
championship committee of the
former English Women’s Golf
Association (EWGA) and continued
in the role after the merger which
formed England Golf.
She has also been the high sheriff
of South Yorkshire, holding the
office in the year of the Queen’s
Golden Jubilee, and is a deputy
lieutenant for South Yorkshire.

“There is a great contrast
between golf and civic life and
they have both put each other in
perspective,” Marian said.
She can look forward to a year of
presidency which will include the
90th birthday of the Queen, who is
patron of England Golf; the Curtis
Cup played in Ireland; golf returning
to the Olympics at Rio and it will
also be the 125th anniversary of her
home club.
Marian took up the game at
Lindrick, where she has been a
member since 1976. “Matches and
championships took me all over
Yorkshire and I have made many

Marian Rae, who will become England Golf president in 2016
(image © seamanphotographer.co.uk)
longstanding and valuable friends,
which has been one of the best
things about golf for me.” She was
ladies’ captain in 1988 and junior
organiser for eight years.
She became involved with the

Yorkshire Ladies Golf Association,
serving on the executive and as
county captain in 2000. In 2004
she was elected a member of the
executive of the English Ladies Golf
Association, which became EWGA.

THE HOBSON
GOLF CLUB

MEMBERSHIP SPECIAL
Now until March 31st 2016

Only £470
Includes FREE 1/2 hour golf lesson with
our PGA Professional Mark Watkins
(quote NG Golf) Other age
categories available
telephone for details.

MAD MONDAYS
& FRIDAYS
4 Ball Only £25.00 any time.
GREEN FEE SPECIAL
Golf only £10.00
per round.
1pm - 4pm, Mon, Tues,
Thurs, Fri and Sun.

THE HOBSON GOLF CLUB
Telephone the Secretary on 01207 270941
or email secretary@hobsongolfclub.co.uk
Hobson, Nr Burnopfield, NE16 6BZ
www.thehobsongolfclub.co.uk
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Hetton LeGolf
Hill
Club

TEEINGOFF

A SUPERB
JONATHAN GAUNT
LAYOUT - A TRUE TEST
BEST DEALS IN GOLF
Membership £1.00 per day
Seniors £285 per year 7 Day Membership

GREEN FEES
£15 per Round, Weekend £17
Seniors £13 per Round, Weekend £15
Weekend Special - 4 Ball £50
Societies & Parties Discounted Rates
Website hettongolf.co.uk
Telephone 0191 517 3061 or email hettoncgc@gmail.com
Hetton le Hill Golf Club, Elemore Vale, Easington Lane, DH5 0QT

Gareth Davies (Image credit: Tony Marshall/Getty Images)

Davies leaves
it late again
Snatching victory from the jaws of defeat is
becoming something of a habit for Davies

G

areth Davies is gaining
a reputation for fast
finishes after victories in
two Northern PGA events
plus the Powerade PGA Assistants
Championship this year.
Two of his three wins have come
in playoffs after he clawed his way
back into the tournament.
Davies overturned a six-shot
deficit to clinch the Assistants’
Championship at Coventry when
he birdied the final two holes for a
five-under-par 68 to force a playoff
with Littlestone assistant Charles
Wilson. He then calmly parred the
first extra hole after Wilson had
found trouble off the tee.
The 36-year-old former tour
player, who has returned to his
home club Abbeydale in Yorkshire
to take up a teaching role, also
birdied the last two holes to post a
three-under-par 66 to win the PGA
North Assistants Championship
at Ilkley. He then shot a closing 67
to tie Alex Belt in the Sandburn
Masters before going on to win
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at the fifth playoff hole. Davies
admitted he had a huge stroke of
luck at Ilkley on the 17th when his
tee shot was heading out of bound
before ricocheting off a tree. “I then
rolled in a 25ft putt but my birdie
on the last hole was not quite so
dramatic,” he said after his threeshot win from fellow Yorkshire
players Robert Calderbank, and
Beverley and East Riding’s
Michael Helyard.
Davies, who has won twice
on the European Challenge Tour
following a brief spell on the main
circuit in 2007, won the Yorkshire
PGA Championship at Willow
Valley last season and has quickly
settled in at Abbeydale where he
took up the game as a youngster.
“I got married last year and
decided it was time to come home.
“I’m in my first full season as a
teaching assistant and keen to
pass on my playing experiences
to the members. “I know most of
them so it’s been easy to fit in,”
he said.

A New Luxury HolidAy
Home Development in the heArt
of northumberlAnd
Northumbrian Hills is an exclusive four-star development consisting of holiday
cottages, pavilion and leisure facilities set within the Burgham Park championship
golf course, which is nestled between Morpeth and Alnwick.
50 three bedroom stone holiday cottages in a village setting are currently available for sale
to people looking for a holiday home in Northumberland with easy access to the coast and
countryside. Each stone cottage provides 107sq.m (1150sq.ft) of internal floor space spread over
two floors with a balcony offering breathtaking, panoramic views.
Andrew Coulson
ailsa@andrew-coulson.co.uk
Tel 01434 600146 Mobile 07834585375

Stephen McOwan
stephen.mcowan@smithsgore.co.uk
Tel 01434 632404 Mobile 07736270505

Northumbrian Hills, Burgham Park, nr Felton, Morpeth, Northumberland, NE65 9QP.
www.northumbrianhills.com

HOLESINONE

Ram raid

The time was right for a Seaham
golfer when he scored a holein-one during a recent club
competition to be rewarded with
a limited-edition BOSS watch as
recognition for the achievement.
George ‘Ivan’ Frater, 68, scored
his ace on the 172-yard, par-three
15th at Ramside GC, and the
16-handicapper was rewarded
with membership of the exclusive
BOSS Watches H1 Club and
a specially-commissioned,
commemorative timepiece.

What a start

Robin
Lang with
his hole-inone prize

Robin reliant on
a stroke of luck
A hole-in-one leaves golfer with a car and a day to
remember. He wasn’t the only one to experience an ace,
as you will read here

Some people wait years for their
first hole-in-one but Simon Bennet
waited just four weeks for his.
Playing partner Mel Robson sent in
this picture, and wrote:
“Simon Bennet looking proud
on the eighth hole at Gosforth Golf
Club. Made more amazing by the
fact he only took up the sport four
weeks ago. His heart sank when
he was informed he had to buy
his playing partner and six fellow
players drinks after the round.”
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R

obin Lang made his own bit of
golfing history at Harrogate’s
Rudding Park when he won a
£40,000 car for a hole-in-one.
Robin won the car when he aced the eighth
hole at Rudding during the Asda Corporate Golf
Day in July.
“We couldn’t see the ball go in the hole,” said
Robin, who lives in Barnsley. “It was only when
Barry Williams, from Asda, and Phil Neville, the
former Manchester United player, screamed
with delight as they witnessed the ball go in
the hole.
“It’s not my first hole-in-one, but it is my first
with such a fantastic prize.
“I would like to thank Asda and Rudding
Park for such a fantastic day on and off the
course, the only thing I have had to struggle

with was getting hold of Mrs Lang to tell her
the news!” Peter Banks, managing director at
Rudding Park, said: “Congratulations to Robin,
it is wonderful to see a winner to top off a
successful corporate golf day.
“Now there has been a hole-in-one on the
Hawtree Course it will be interesting to see if
luck rubs off on our other players as we look for
a winner of our Hole-In-One Challenge on our
Repton short course.”
Everyone playing a round on the Repton
short course is eligible to enter and if they
card a hole-in-one on the signature water hole,
a replica of the world famous 17th at TPC
Sawgrass, they will win the total prize fund.
Entry to the competition is £1 and the total
prize fund will increase each day until a
hole-in-one is achieved.

HOLESINONE

Same again

Most golfers are happy with just one
ace - but 1994 British Boys Champion
Chris Smith doesn’t seem to be.
Chris hadn’t managed a hole-in-one for 15
years despite playing off scratch, but then he
had two in one round.
Chris recorded his first ace on the 145-yard
par-three seventh at Scarborough North Cliff
using a nine iron and his second hole-in-one
followed shortly afterwards on the 210-yard
par-three 15th, this time with a six iron.
The 38-year-old, who has now had seven
holes-in-one after taking up the game 30
years ago, said: “Hole-in-ones are like buses.
I haven’t had a hole-in-one since 1999 and
now I’ve had two in the same round, which
is unbelievable! We had a bit of a drink
afterwards, but fortunately I only had to buy
the one bottle of whisky rather than two. I
didn’t want to lose the ball for my first hole-inone, so I used a different one for my second
– both are in my trophy cabinet now.”
Meanwhile, holing-in-one at Whitburn’s
185-yard second with a seven iron also cost
Rod Jackson a bottle of whisky, but he didn’t
really worry as his ace came after he had
birdied the first and he was three under-par
after seven!

Two members from the Seascale Golf Club in
Cumbria, Len Hutton and Gordon Hennis, scored
a hole-in-one on the same day, at the same hole the 142-yard 10th, while playing in the same
club competition.
As a reward, Len and Gordon were presented
with a Hugo Boss watch from Howdidido. Gordon, a
nine-handicapper, said: “I’ve been playing golf for 44
years and I’ve finally done it.”
For Len, this was his fourth hole-in-one. “I was
just as ecstatic, and enjoyed this one just as much
as the other three.”
Gordon, who came fourth in the competition,
used a pitching wedge and Len, who came eighth,
used a nine iron.

Image credit: Mike McKenzie

Timely double ace

Chris Smith

A Great Deal for Great Golf in a Great Place

WHICKHAM GOLF CLUB

Summer of Affordable Golf

Alnmouth Golf Club, Foxton Hall

VISITOR SUMMER GREEN FEES
Effective 1st May until October 31st 2014

Monday Summer Special £15pp or 4 Ball for only £50

Book online & Save up to 40%

MEMBERSHIP OFFER

18 months for the price of 12
1st October 2014 – 31st March 2016
Full Playing £33.33 per month
Under 30 ONLY £15.56 per month

Twilight Golf (from 4.00pm) only £10

FANTASTIC COURSE – GREAT VALUE

OPEN COMPETITIONS 2014

AUG Sunday 17th MIXED OPEN Greensome Stableford

Northumberland’s Hidden Gem

£16

SEPT Tuesday 2nd SENIOR (Over 60’s) OPEN 4BBB Stableford £16
Thursday 4th LADIES TEAM OPEN Team of 4 Stableford £32
Monday 29th MEN’S (Over 55’s) Texas Scramble Team of 4 £32

Customised Golf Days, pick your date, call us for details and book yours !
We have three, 7 Day Membership places available
Hurry! Don’t Miss your chance, join now!

5 and 6 Day Membership available.
Hollinside Park, Fellside Road Whickham Newcastle Upon Tyne, NE16 5BA
Tel: 0191 488 1576
Web: www.whickhamgolfclub.co.uk

Dormy House Golf Breaks 2014

English Tourism 3 Star Accommodation
Dinner, Bed and Breakfast with 2 Rounds of Golf
END OF SEASON GOLF BREAK
OCTOBER 2014 – FROM £82
NOVEMBER 2014 – FROM £75
GREAT VALUE – BOOK NOW – RING FOR AVAILABILITY

VISITORS WELCOME THROUGHOUT THE SUMMER
GREEN FEES £15 AFTER 3pm • BOOK ONLINE

Alnmouth Golf Club, Foxton Hall, Alnmouth, Northumberland, NE66 3BE
Tel: 01665 830231 - E: bookings@alnmouthgolfclub.com
www.alnmouthgolfclub.com Follow us on Facebook
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DOUGMCCLELLAND

Quite a journey
for a lad from
South Shields
Doug McClelland tells Alan Hedley the story
of his glittering golfing career

L

ike many North East
youngsters Doug McClelland
was sports crazy and wanted to
be a footballer.
Fate dictated otherwise and the lad
from South Shields can look back on a
golfing career which saw him blaze a
trail for the region’s pros on the fledgling
European Tour with a win in the Dutch
Open, several top 10 finishes in the 1970s
and flirting with a place in the European
Ryder Cup team.
He surprised many by turning his
back on the Tour to get in on the ground
floor in the world of retail and coaching,
but it proved an astute decision. He’s
still the driving force behind one of the
biggest and busiest golf complexes in
Europe at Silvermere – although he
insists he’s taking more of a back seat
these days - and his pupils include the
HRH the Duke of York and a couple of
tour pros.
Recently back on Tyneside for the
unveiling of a tribute to him at his
original club South Shields, Doug admits
18 NORTHERN GOLFER

he got into golf as a teenager almost by
default. “I went to South Shields Marine
and Technical College for 18 months
and did marketing and advertising, but I
wanted to be a footballer but I was never
quite good enough.
“I really was sports crazy and I started
playing golf because my father Doug
made me caddy for him - which I hated
- but when it became obvious I wasn’t
going to make it at football he said I’d
better find another sport and suggested
golf and I took to it like a duck to water.
“I would play three times a day. I’d
cycle up from Cleadon Village to the
course at South Shields and be there all
day - they were great times and great
days. I managed to get my handicap
down pretty quickly - I was down to four
inside the first year, then scratch and
turned pro by my third year.
“I’d hardly played any professional
golf and before I knew it I was I was on
a plane to Nigeria with the backing of
Roy and Ian Caller, George Logan and
Chris Robinson’s father who set up a

Doug McClelland
(centre) with South
Shields captain
Malcolm McGuire
(left) and club
president Alan Bage
(right) in front of
the plaque

consortium to get me started.
“I didn’t have time to really think
about it and I went on to have a pretty
good first couple of seasons. I finished
third in my first tournament - the Daks
Tournament in South Herts behind
Brian Huggett and Neil Coles. I should
have won it but my inexperience cost

DOUGMCCLELLAND
me and Brian came through.
“I went from there and played
for the England and Great Britain
team and finished runner-up in the
British Matchplay. It was great, I was
young, not married, no children, no
responsibilities, not a care in the
world…have clubs will travel really.
We had to go all over the world to
play then - there were only eight
tournaments in England and money
was an issue.”
Winning the Dutch Open proved
McClelland had the game to win at
the top level. “I had a pretty successful
season in 1977, finished fourth in the
PGA at Royal St George’s after leading
with six holes to go and finished tied
Tom Watson, who won the Masters
that year. Then I finished second in
the Martini at Blairgowrie, with Greg
Norman birdieing five of the last six
holes to beat me.”
However, Doug was, by then,
assessing where his career was going.
“My wife Suzi was pregnant with
our first boy and we were living in
London. I just felt the money wasn’t
there in the game to make it work
for me. Also, I’d finished 26th in the
money list and ninth in the Ryder Cup

ranking, missing out on automatic
selection by £153. They were always
going to pick Tony Jacklin and Peter
Oostherhuis and while I finished
ahead of Neil Coles, they picked him
instead of me.
“I just thought ‘what am I doing
here? I’m making no money and I
have all this to go through again.’
So I decided I would leave the Tour
with a view that if things got better
I could always go back to it again.
Sam Torrance and John O’Leary tried
to persuade me not to and said the
money was going to get better, but I
really couldn’t see that happening so I
took a club job at Laleham.
“I did keep my hand in playing
tournaments but nothing like before.
Sure enough, the money on Tour
doubled the next year, doubled again
the year after that and doubled again,
but I’d really lost interest.
“I started a business down in
Crawley and then I got head-hunted
by Silvermere and I’ve now been
there now for 32 years. I started that
business in 1982 and built it up to
the extent we now have around 6070 people working in the golf store
and we’ve got around 18 PGA golf

A young Doug McClelland with the Journal Champion of
Champions Trophy - he was the first-ever winner
professionals working with us now.
It’s been a lot of hard work and taken
a fair bit of vision and I’ve done the
70-80 hour weeks, but now I’ve gone
past that.
“I want to spend more time with
the grandchildren so I will be easing
back in the next year or so.”
Doug reckons during his tour

career he played with 23 major
champions and 12 players who
went on to be world number one. “I
suppose it has been quite a journey
for a lad from South Shields. I have
had a great life, a great career, a great
wife and three great kids and three
fantastic grandchildren and I’m lucky
I can enjoy that now.”
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DIRECT GOLF FEATURE

Driving test
passes its MOT
Alan Hedley undergoes a service with Direct Golf and is
pleased with the results

T

his could be the best hour you’ll
spend on your golf this year - and
it’s free!
After more than 40 years of
playing off a single figure handicap, I tend to be a
little cynical about computer-based analysis and
attempts to make my swing a thing of beauty.
For much the same reasons I’ve also tended
to steer clear of custom-fitting, preferring the
now obviously old-fashioned idea of picking up
a club, seeing if it feels right, checking the wallet
and then buying it if it’s been a good month.
But the Golfing MOT being offered by Direct
Golf at the Teesside Driving Range at Ingleby
Barwick is something very different and after 60
minutes with pro Steve Sample I can tell you it
is time well spent. At the end of that hour you’ll
know a heck of a lot more about your golf game
and your equipment - and it costs you nothing.
Steve took me through the whole process,
which involves hitting a six or seven iron in the
20 NORTHERN GOLFER

purpose-built bay at Ingleby Barwick’s Teesside
Driving Range where Direct Golf has one of its
main retail outlets. The launch monitor records
the distance and flight etc as you work through
the clubs in the bag, all of them thoroughly
scrutinised by Steve to also check the loft, lie and
whether the shafts are correct.
Sticking some special tape on the bottom
of my club and using a lie board on the floor
revealed that, by some miracle, my very old Ping
Eye 2 clubs were generally suited to me.
But after moving on to the custom-fit cart to
see whether there could be any improvement
was a real eye-opener as Steve handed me a club
he fitted together very quickly.
Straightaway, it revealed that a switch to
Senior Flex graphite shafts, a more forgiving
design of Karsten Ping clubheads and thinner
grips produced a higher, better ball flight and
more distance.
You find me a golfer who is not impressed

Direct Golf
pro Steve
Sample and
Northern
Golfer’s Alan
Hedley check
out the data
on Alan’s
swing from
the launch
monitor

with more distance and a better feel
when hitting the ball then I’d like to
meet them.
The session also includes ball-fitting.
In other words the data will point you
towards the best ball for you.
What is also really good about this
assessment is that if they think your
clubs can’t be improved upon, they’ll
say so - and there is no pressure to buy.
It also involves a thorough check of
the loft and lie of your clubs, a thorough
cleaning of your clubs, regrooving plus
revitalisation of the grips,.
And this is not just for low handicap
golfers. Any player man or women, boy
or girl of whatever standard will benefit
from knowing more about their game
and equipment.
For example, it wasn’t just my irons
Steve checked out. He had a look at my
driver and both my hybrids, pointing
out that the stiff shaft I have in my 19
degree TaylorMade was doing me no
good at all...no wonder I keep
hitting it left!
There was also an interesting session
with the putter where Steve checked on
grip, alignment and my idiosyncratic
stroke and whether it was the right
putter for me. Thankfully it is.
Getting your clubs checked at Direct
Golf won’t turn you into Rory McIlroy
overnight, but it definitely can help
your game and it will increase your
understanding of your kit, which can
only help.
Neither is the session aimed at
persuading you to fork out for the latest
clubs, Direct Golf won’t pressure you
into buying but will advise and help you
understand what better equipment can
do for your game.

Checking out that putting
stroke...oh dear!

BRITAINS NO.1 DISCOUNT GOLF SPECIALIST

SPREAD

THE COST

TAKES LESS THAN 5 MINUTES

EASY PAYMENT OPTIONS

NE
W
Purchase a Driver,
Fairway, Hybrid &
Iron For Only

SERIES

+

Driver
MRRP £299

+

Fairway

£279.99

Hybrid

MRRP £210

+
Iron

MRRP £175

£93.26

a month
Interest Free.
Including a
5% deposit.

MRRP £602

£169

£199

=

£1177.98 or

£529.99

NE
W

SERIES

Purchase a Driver,
Fairway & Hybrid
For Only

LOFT
UP+

+

Driver

+

Fairway

MRRP £279

Rescue

MRRP £189

£229

=

£169

CREATE

YOUR OWN

BUNDLE

£139

a month

£69.99
£89.99
£37.99
£39.99
£39.99
£39.99
£14.99

MRRP £404.99

£332.93

Example Bundle...

£42.51
Interest Free.
Including a
5% deposit.

MRRP £159

Sportlite Bag
Lunar Control II Shoes
Lightweight Innovation
Polo Shirt
Innovation Protect
Cover Up
Modern Tech Trousers
Plaque Belt
Baseball Cap

Put your own Spread
The Cost Bundle
together
(Minimum spend £265)

£537 or

Purchase your own
Bundle
For Only

£332.93

= £26.35

a month
Interest Free.
Including a
5% deposit.

WHY WAIT... UPGRADE TODAY!

20 great stores

direct-golf.co.uk

or

08000 139 139
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Cranfield
heads North
Tom swaps Essex for Durham City as
Steve Corbally retires

D

urham City has
welcomed Tom
Cranfield as their new
head professional
following the retirement of Steve
Corbally after 33 years with the
Littleburn club.
The 29-year-old Cranfield made
the move from Gosfield Lake Golf
Club in Essex having enjoyed a
successful seven-year period there.
“When the position became
available I jumped at the chance,”
he said. “It’s a great club with a
really friendly group of members
and the course is just terrific. I can’t

wait to get to know everyone at the
club and the local area.”
Part of Cranfield’s remit is to get
involved with junior coaching at the
club - City boast the High Achiever
GolfMark Award and has one of the
best junior sections in the county.
Tom has employed Greg Jobling,
who has teaching experience at
Close House, as his assistant and
the plan is to get involved as soon
as possible in helping to develop
the junior section. “The JLO’s
( Junior Liaison Officers) we have
at the club work tirelessly and
have masses of experience and

Tom Cranfield
enthusiasm. We share the same
ideas and goals, which stands us in
good stead for the future and I’m
excited to start working together,”
said Cranfield.
Having recovered from a serious
back injury sustained in a car

crash which left him unable to play
for nearly three years, Cranfield
is looking forward to his new
challenge. “I still don’t play a lot of
golf and focus more on coaching
and my role as head pro, but when I
do play I really enjoy it,” he said.

MEMBERSHIPS TO MEET YOUR
NEEDS, YOUR LIFESTYLE
AND YOUR BUDGET
Morpeth oﬀers you:
• A mature recognised 18 hole course
• 4 hole practice academy
• Dry/grass driving range
• 2 putting greens
• A chipping green with bunkers
• 2 PGA Professionals
• Excellent Catering and Bar
• Subsidised Green Fees at 11 other local
clubs, and even the opportunity to earn 2.5%
cash-back on your weekly food and fuel

NO OTHER CLUB IN THE NORTH EAST OFFERS
YOU ALL THIS AND MORE!
New for this season ‘LIFESTYLE MEMBERSHIP’
£150 +£10 per round

CALL 01670 504942 NOW
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The Clubhouse, Loansdean, Morpeth
Newcastle-Upon-Tyne, Northumberland NE61 2BT
Tel: 01670 504942 Pro Shop: 01670 515675
www.morpethgolf.co.uk
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Daily Play from £10
Open to Non-Members, Groups and Societies
Golf Breaks starting at £89
Flood Lit Driving Range
Food and Drink Available All Day
Ingelby Barwick’s new pro Ross Jackson

Jackson
joins Ingleby
Teaching professional joins acclaimed
academy on Teesside

R

oss Jackson has been
appointed as head
PGA teaching
professional at Ingleby
Barwick Golf Academy.
Jackson joins Ingleby Barwick
having worked at Stressholme
and Blackwell Grange golf clubs in
Darlington during his PGA training,
and later at the new Blackwell
Grange club - having turned pro
in 2013. He said: “My goals are to

develop my expertise as a coach,
offer unique golf coaching solutions
to my clients, and establish Ingleby
Barwick Golf Academy as the hub
of golf coaching in the area.”
Ross offers launch monitor
and video analysis, as well as
personalised EBook coaching
manuals, which include lesson
videos, launch monitor data
and lesson notes - all of which is
available online.

Belford Golf Club, South Road, Belford, NE70 7DP
01668 213232 or via email golf.belford@gmail.com
www.belfordgolfclub.com

CHESTER-LE-STREET
GOLF CLUB

For more information email ross@rossjacksongolf.co.uk,
tel 07791 471376 or go to www.rossjacksongolf.co.uk

Mathews moves on
A quarter of a century after leaving
his native North East to settle in
Lancashire, Jeff Mathews has moved
to pastures new.
The 52-year-old professional
migrated south when his wife Claire
was appointed head of midwifery
in charge of five hospitals which fall
under the East Kent Trust.
Newcastle-born Mathews, who
started his career as an assistant at
Wallsend and represented Parklands
on the European Tour finished 61st
in the 1985 Open Championship at

Royal St George’s.
After a spell as Bedlingtonshire’s
professional, he worked at Blackburn
Driving Range before building his own
golf centre at nearby Samlesbury.
Mathews, who served as PGA
North captain in 2011, has accepted
a job as professional at Great Chart
Golf and Leisure, near Ashford.
Eldest son Chris, 29, is attached
to Tynemouth Golf Club and
youngest, George, 18, will continue
his law degree studies at Canterbury
Christchurch University.

GREEN FEE SPECIAL

Monday - Thursday between 2 p - 4 pm ONLY £12.50 round
GREEN FEES- Monday to Friday from £18.00
Weekends from £20.00
WEDNESDAY 27th August - Ladies AM - AM Open
MEMBERSHIPS: All categories available - for limited time only
To book or for further details telephone the Secretary Colin
Henderson on 0191 3883218 or email clsgoﬃce@tiscali.co.uk

Chester le Street Golf Club, Lumley Park, County Durham, DH3 4NS

www.clsgolfclub.co.uk
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Arcot is a
natural beauty
Alan Hedley enjoys a round at one of his favourite courses

A

rcot Hall is a course of
stunning contrasts.
Although it’s tucked away in the
suburbs of Newcastle, it has the feeling
of being in the heart of the countryside and
wildlife abounds - most of the course is a site of
special scientific interest with rare grasses
and orchids.
The course was laid out by James Braid, five
times Open champion, in 1947 and he did a
wonderful job.
The course is not long by modern standards
at just under 6,400 yards with a par of 70 and it is
relatively flat and easy walking but that doesn’t
mean it’s an easy course!
It comprises an inner ring of nine holes
24 NORTHERN GOLFER

running clockwise and an outer ring running
anti-clockwise and, while the par four holes are
mostly dog-legs, the greens are always accessible.
A particular feature of Arcot is the five par threes.
The fairways are tree-lined and demand
accuracy off the tee, but they are reasonably
generous and it’s quite a gentle start with a
straightforward 332 yard par four, provided
you avoid the trees on the right and two
greenside bunkers.
The second is a not-too-difficult par three
and the third a slightly longer par four of around
380 yards with a pond menacing the drive and a
couple of massive bunkers close to the green.
It gets really interesting at the 212 yard par
three fourth, usually played into a prevailing wind.

There’s a pond short left and a couple of huge
bunkers. Most are happy to escape with a four.
Just under 400 yards, the dog-leg fifth is another
real testing part four while the next two are both
par fives with plenty of bunkers and ditches but
if you’re straight and long enough, they are good
chances and they need to be with the eighth
coming up.
The eighth is a dog-leg par four of 376 yards, the
drive is through a tight avenue of trees followed
by a short or mid iron, usually into the wind and
slightly uphill to a sloping green well protected by
bunkers. Big hitters will be tempted to go over
the corner but there is a cross bunker short
of the green.
After the signature ninth (see factfile) the 10th is

COURSEREVIEW

FACT FILE

Have
your sa
y
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rngolfe
r.co.uk

another par five with a daunting blind tee shot
plus a pond on the right - long hitters should
beware of the cross ditch.
Another long par three of just under 200
yards follows and it heralds a tough stretch of
five holes starting with the 12th, a par four of
463 yards through a narrow avenue of trees and
gorse with out of bounds and a ditch on the
right. The next is shorter but has a semi-blind
tee shot through a narrow gap in the trees to
a fairway that goes left to right and the 14th is
the mirror image of the previous hole, but it’s
nearly 400 yards long with a sharp dogleg left
leaving little room for error.
The last of the par threes, and the shortest
at 161 yards, follows and the green’s completely
enclosed by the trees, is never an easy twoputt while the long par four dog-leg 16th has
wrecked many a card and is a cracking hole as
is 17 - a classic risk and reward hole.
The 18th is an excellent finishing hole
of nearly 400 yards which needs a good
drive down the left to give you a chance of
negotiating the narrow gap between the trees
and bushes to get at the green nestling in the
shadow of Arcot’s elegant clubhouse, a Grade II
listed former country house.

CONTACT
Arcot Hall Golf Club
Dudley
Cramlington
Northumberland
NE23 7QP
Tel 0191 236 2794
www.arcothall.co.uk
Email arcothall@tiscali.co.uk
GREEN FEES
Mon-Fri £30, after 3pm £24
Sat-Sun £38, after 2pm £30

Arcot Hall has launched
a novel scheme to introduce
newcomers to golf and also to
attract new members.
They’ve named it Pathway to
Golf taking beginners through
a free five-week programme
and offering the opportunity
to move towards membership
of the club in stages at
various cost.
The club is also a member
of the Braid Association
meaning Arcot members can
play at 150 clubs who are
fellow members at a reduced
rate, while an arrangement
with Eaglescliffe means Arcot
members can play there free
of charge

TOTAL DISTANCE
White tees - 6,329 yards
Yellow tees - 6,097 yards
Red tees - 5,555 yards
FEATURES
18 holes parklands golf
Superb clubhouse and Niblicks restaurant
Meeting rooms
Snooker room
Plenty of car parking
Fully-stocked professionals shop
Practice putting green
Practice area
Locker rooms and changing facilities
Buggy and trolley hire
CADDY’S TIP
It’s not always a driver off the tee,
especially on some of the dogleg par fours
but play the par threes well and you will
be on your way to a good score
SIGNATURE HOLE
The ninth, at 187 yards, is a tough par
three with trees lining the left and hiding
an out-of-bounds pond, a bunker short
of the green, another bunker greenside,
a large rhododendron bush and a laurel
hedge and there is almost nowhere on the
green where the putt is easy.
A cracking short hole

ALAN HEDLEY’S VERDICT

One of my favourites courses. There’s not
much more to say
NORTHERN GOLFER 25
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Wood fuels
Alnmouth

Alnmouth Golf Club in
Northumberland is on course
to make radical savings after
replacing its conventional heating
systems, which were costing more
than £20,000 a year to run, with
wood-fired heating thanks to local
firm re:heat.
Foxton Hall and its surrounding
buildings, once one of the Duke of
Northumberland’s residences, has
been the home of Alnmouth Golf
Club since 1929.
Alnwick-based re:heat provided
the 199kW ETA HACK boiler to the
project, and worked in partnership
with contractor Oakes Energy
Services to install the system.
Alnmouth’s secretary Peter
Simpson said: “We are absolutely
delighted with the end result.”

Home on the
range

Easingwold Golf Club has taken
another step towards delivering its
redevelopment programme, securing
a grant of more than £13,000 from
Sport England to build a covered
driving range.
Hunters Estate Agents has become
the main sponsor for the facility,
which will be named the Hunters
Community Golf Centre. The driving
range will be open to the local
community, including those with
disabilities, and is expected to open
ahead of the 2015 season.
The club’s professional Alastair
Grindlay said: “This facility will
create opportunities for year-round
professional coaching.”
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The third
hole at
Backworth

Better late
than never

Captain’s Day proves a real success
after the traditional date was a wash-out

D

espite being cancelled
due to heavy rain on
its traditional first
Saturday of July
date, Backworth Golf Club’s
Captain’s Day was once
again a popular event at
the 10-hole North
Tyneside course.
This year’s captain
Trevor Gascoigne,
a member of the
Northumberland Seniors team
and a member of the club for 52
years, was joined by more than
70 players for the event, which
took place on Sunday July 6.
Ray Jordan, also a member
of the club for more than 50
years, won the event with 45
stableford points.
Newcastle and District
team member and club

champion James McCarthy finished in
second place with 43 points. Fellow team
member Peter Thompson finished third
with 42 points.
Gascoigne said: “It’s a
tremendous honour to be captain
of the club that has been my
home since 1962.
“I would like to thank all of
those that helped to make the
event a success.
“It took a great team effort to
turn the event round in less than 24
hours, and the feedback I have had
from those who were here on the day
has been fantastic.”
Gascoigne, who has played in the
Newcastle and District league in each
of the last four decades, added: “I
wish my vice captain John Robinson
all the best, and hope he enjoys his
captain’s day as much as I
enjoyed mine.”

TEEINGOFF

Moor the merrier

ROSEBERRY GRANGE
COMMUNITY GOLF CLUB

MEMBERSHIP
SPECIAL!
Now until 31st March 2015
Adults (25 - 59) £199
Seniors (60+) £149
Youth (19-24) £99
Juniors 18 and under £50

Wacky
Wednesdays

£10
round

VISITING PARTIES

Weekend dates still available
Now only £20pp inc coffee, bacon roll,
18 holes and a 2 course meal. Ring now!!

£10
round
after 5pm

15 Bay Driving Range - golf lessons available
with PGA Professional
FREE Function Room available for all occasions

The Moor Allerton ladies
Moor Allerton’s Lyn Fromant added
a charitable twist to her Lady
Captain’s Day this year.
The format was specifically
altered to allow the lady members
to contribute to Leeds Mencap, the
Leeds-based charity created for, and
by, people with learning disabilities.
A shotgun start kicked off the
competitive part of the programme
with the overall winner Mary Martin
coming in with a very respectable
nett 73.
This was followed by a light
lunch and some entertaining
chipping and putting competitions

Twilight
Golf

while a cocktail reception, high
tea and prize giving presentation
rounded off what was a very
rewarding day, raising more than
£300 for the charity.
Leeds Mencap CEO Cath Lee
said: “On behalf of Leeds Mencap,
I’d like to thank Moor Allerton Golf
Club and in particular Lyn Fromant
for organising the event, which was
a hugely successful day. We very
much appreciate the support given
by Moor Allerton Golf Club’s Ladies’
Section which will allow us to
support families and individuals with
learning disabilities.”

Tel: 0191 3700660 or Email: roseberrygolf@gmail.com
Grange Villa, Chester le Street, DH2 3NF
www.roseberrygrangecommunitygolfclub.co.uk

LEDA GOLF DISCOUNT
Roseberry Grange Golf Club

Family Affair

Tel 0191 3701757

There was something of an Eaton
family takeover at Skipton Ladies
Captain’s Day.
Captain Amanda Kilner was
delighted when 33 ladies turned
out for the tournament and equally
delighted with the top score of 71
by Lucy Eaton, which equalled the
course record.
Lucy also had the longest drive
on the 12th – she actually drove the
green - while sister Hannah won
division one with a nett 68, followed
by Sue Yale with a nett 74,
one-shot ahead of third
placed Sandra Garnett.
Leading the way in division
two with 34 points was Phillipa
Goodfellow, followed by Sue Ellison
on 32 and Norrie Earl with
30 points.
Sister number three Millie Eaton
also made the honours list - finishing

ELECTRIC TROLLEY SHOWROOM
PREMIUM POWAKADDY & HILL BILLY
SERVICE & REPAIR CENTRE
SUPPORT EUROPE IN THE RYDER NOW IN STOCK
THE NEW PING
CUP SELECTED LINES UP TO 1/2
PRICE PING COLLECTION 20% OFF G30 RANGE
IN STOCK THE NEW POWAKADDY
FREEWAY FW3, FW5 & FW7
RANGE WITH THE PLUG AND
PLAY TECHNOLOGY
FULL RANGE OF BATTERIES
ALWAYS IN STOCK
INCLUDING LITHIUM

Amanda Kilner
nearest the line on the second. while
Barbara Thornton was nearest the
pin on the first, a feat also achieved
by lady president Amanda Lodge
with a great shot on the 17th.

FEATURING
TURBULATOR
TECHNOLOGY

Open 7 days 9am - 4pm
Roseberry Grange Golf Club, Chester le Street, DH2 3NF
Find us on facebook www.facebook.com/ledagolf
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Climbing
mountains

Teesside couple continue their remarkable
support for golf in the Himalayas

T

he link between the
North East and Nepalese
golf continues to grow.
Cleveland couple
Anne and Bryan Connelly have just
organised their third tournament
for the caddies and ball boys at the
Himalayan golf club in Pokhara.
“Young golfers in Nepal are no
different to other enthusiastic and
energetic golfers in the UK, except
perhaps for the lack of equipment,”
said Anne.
“We had 27 boys and young men
playing at this year’s event, but
unfortunately, no girls entered.
“The professional Bhuvan

Gurung sorted the boys into
categories and also playing groups
as the 13 ball boys had only three
sets of clubs between them and
some only had flip flops to wear on
very challenging terrain, which is
more like trekking in places.”
The ball boys played nine holes
and the caddies 18. The main
hazards on the course is the fast
flowing river which comes into play
on 13 holes and plentiful rough.
“Organising this competition
is one of our favourite activities
in Nepal and this year was no
exception,” said Anne. “We had
some really good prizes ensuring

NOW OPEN AT

OUR NEW
LOCATION
Excellent choice - Major Brands stocked
Come on in and pick up a bargain
15% OFF irons, drivers, putters
Unit 52, Royal Quays Outlet Centre,
North Shields, NE29 6DW Tel: 0191 2581598
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Golf in Nepal thanks to the efforts of the Connellys
that nine boys were awarded
prizes and every entrant
received something. “
There was also a meal paid
for from the money Anne and
Bryan raise for the youth golf
programme at the charity golf

NEW IN London
UKKO Golfwear
excellent prices

competitions held annually. The
money from these events is split
so that 25% goes to encourage
young golfers and the remaining
75% for projects identified to help
the needy, through the West Nepal
Development Trust.
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Who would join you in
your dream fourball?
If I could pick them at their
peak, I think it would be
really interesting to play with
Ben Hogan, Sam Snead and
Arnold Palmer. I never had the
chance to play with Hogan or
Snead, and Palmer was quite
a bit older when I played with
him. Playing with the greats
of that era, at the peak of their
powers, would be my choice.
The KP, Pocklington, York

Home of the Sky Sports televised William Hunt Trilby Tour tournament 2010, 2011 and 2012

Winter/Spring Play and stay SpeciaL
Our luxury woodland lodges are set in 180 acres in the heart of the Yorkshire Wolds, with
contemporary interiors, private outdoor hot tubs and amazing views.
ONE NIGHT GOLF ESCAPE From £85* per person
1 Night Stay, 2 Rounds of Golf, 3 Course Dinner, Full Yorkshire Breakfast

TWO NIGHT GOLF ESCAPE From £170* per person
2 Night Stay, 3 Rounds of Golf, 3 course dinner each evening, Full Yorkshire Breakfast
Upgrade to our luxurious Huxtable Suite which oﬀers a combination of elegance, style and pure indulgence
with its super king size four poster bed and exclusive use of the cedar clad hot tub

Tel: 01759 303090 • email: golf@thekp.co.uk • web: www.thekp.co.uk • twitter: @kpgolfclub
*Rates are pppn, based on double occupancy, inclusive of WiFi and VAT at the current rate
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Ready to
make his Mark
Dean Bailey catches up with legend Mark James
ahead of his appearance at Rockliffe Hall

W

hen you think back to your best
memory of Mark James, where
does your mind take you?
To the 1989 Ryder Cup, when he
won three points for Europe on their way to tying
the match and retaining the Cup?
Or, to the 1999 Ryder Cup - the Battle of
Brookline, which James later detailed in his 2000
best seller Into the Bear Pit?
Or, perhaps to 2004, when he became the first
European to win one of the Champions Tour’s
senior majors with victory at the Ford Senior
Players Championship?
It’s been quite a career for the 60-year-old from
Manchester, who was English Amateur champion
in 1974, and represented GB&I in the Walker Cup a
year later. James, who now splits his time between
playing the European Senior Tour and working for
the BBC had just missed the cut at the Senior Open
Championship, just his second event of the season,
when we caught up.
“I’m very disappointed. It’s only my second
tournament of the year but I felt like I played pretty
well in the first one and it didn’t feel too bad at
Royal Porthcawl either,” James explains.
James played at Royal Porthcawl following a
stint in the BBC commentary box, watching Rory
McIlroy lift the Open Championship trophy at
Hoylake. “It was great watching Rory win,” James

says. “I’d just be at home watching it, so it’s great to
be invited there to get paid for doing it. It’s a great
job. It’s hard work, particularly the first two days
with the full field, but it’s always an enjoyable week.
“I probably enjoy doing the commentating more
at the moment, because I haven’t been playing that
well lately.
“I’ve done a few events this year and it’s
something I can maybe expand in years to come.”
James is still working hard on his game, he says,
and is looking forward to returning to Rockliffe for
the English Senior Open, having finished in a tie for
18th place last season. “I didn’t play great last year
but had an OK result.
“I was impressed with the course, I think
they’ve done a great job. I think the bunkering is
particularly good and as the tress mature, it will
only add to the course.
“It was in great condition last year, to putt on
greens that good in October was great for us.
“It’s a top class hotel as well, and the clubhouse
is great. The practice facilities are also fantastic –
which all helps to attract players and keep them
coming back.”
James is no stranger to the North East. A regular
at Slaley Hall for both main and senior tour events
in his career, his course design partner, Andrew
Mair, hails from the North East too, and the pair
collaborated on both Matfen Hall and Burgham

Often described as the most picturesque course in
England, the stunning views and warm welcome in the
newly refurbished clubhouse makes Bamburgh Castle
Golf Club a must for the visiting golfer.
Visitors welcome Weekdays and Sundays
To book a tee time contact the club by
e-mail sec@bamburghcastlegolfclub.co.uk or
telephone 01668 214378/214321

Bamburgh Castle Golf Club
The Wynding, Bamburgh, NE69 7DE
www.bamburghcastlegolfclub.co.uk
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Park in Northumberland.
“Burgham has matured well
in the last few years. We planted
77,000 trees when we built it and it’s
reaped its reward. I think it’s a place
that is really going from strength to
strength.
“Matfen was a great piece of land
to work with, and I think we did a
great job with it. I haven’t played it
for a few years, but from what I hear
it remains a great course and is one
I hope to come back to in time.”
Possibly best-remembered
for his exploits in the Ryder Cup,
which takes place at Gleneagles
this September, James will be
playing in the past captains match
on Thursday, before picking up his
microphone to work on the
BBC’s coverage.
“The past captains match on
Thursday should be a bit of fun.
“I think the European team is
shaping up brilliantly. The way it
looks on paper at the moment,

I think we’re hot favourites and
unless something weird
happens they’ll be in great
shape come September.”
And, when James thinks back
to the best memory of his career,
where does his mind take him?
“Playing in the 1989 Ryder Cup
was a fantastic experience for me.
I played really well and got three
points out of four. That was a big
Ryder Cup for me.
“Winning a major in America on
the Champions Tour, that was huge
for me. Becoming the first European
to do it was great.
“Being Ryder Cup captain in
1999 was a fantastic experience too.
My involvement in the Ryder Cup,
throughout my career, is something
I have enjoyed immensely.”
Mark James is one of a number
of Ryder Cup greats playing in
this year’s English Senior Open at
Rockliffe Hall, see page 34 for more
of this year’s big names.

DYNAMIC INDOOR GOLF

Mark
James

1 The practice ground should
be your first stop on Friday. It’s
a great place to pick up tips
from some of the best players
the world has ever seen, as well
as autographs. We recommend
watching your favourite players
warm-up and then following
them on the short walk to the
first tee

2 This year, Rockliffe Hall’s
tented village retailers include
Oakley (official eyewear supplier
to the European Senior Tour),
PureStrikeGolf and FaciliTee.
Rockliffe’s own professional shop
will be stocking official English
Senior Open merchandise and
golf apparel. There’ll also be a
chance to try the golf simulator.
There’s also catering stalls,
including a hog roast

Facilities
• Two GC2 simulators (Play courses including Carnoustie, Kingsbarns and Royal Birkdale)
• FlightScope
• Six bay chipping area
• Nine hole putting greens
• Get the Tour workshop experience while you wait. Watch our Master club builder work on your equipment

Prices from Short game £5 | GC2 £15 | Flightscope £8
Opening Times: Mon - Fri: 10.30am - 8.30pm, Sat: 10.30am - 5pm, Sun: 11am - 4pm

@dynindoorgolf
Unit 1-4, Brunswick Industrial Estate, Newcastle upon Tyne, Tyne and Wear, NE13 7BA • Tel: 0191 4813590 www.dynamicindoorgolf.com
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Rockliffe’s
top spots
Our guide to the best places to be at
Rockliffe Hall
3 The back of the 14th
green is a great position
to see players on some
of the most picturesque
holes at Rockliffe. Offering
views of the lakeside 13th,
the stunning island-green
par-three 14th, the 15th
tee and 16th fairway - we
recommend following the
leaders on Sunday and
taking a well-earned rest
here as they move into the
closing stretch

2

1

3

DYNAMIC INDOOR GOLF

Garrick Porteous

Winner of the Hotelplanner.com PGA
EuroPro Tour FSC Invitational 2014
“I’ve seen some great results from working
with Craig, he has helped me quite a bit
with my clubs - making sure they are up to
standard and the specification is just right.
I’ve also been able to practice here too, the
facilities are top notch and I think it’s a ideal
place to get some practice in.

Unit 1-4, Brunswick Industrial Estate, Newcastle upon Tyne, Tyne and Wear, NE13 7BA • Tel: 0191 4813590 www.dynamicindoorgolf.com
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Runners and riders
Dean Bailey takes a look at the main contenders for the English Senior Open
Ian Woosnam

Carl Mason

Masters Champion, 1991

The most successful golfer in European
Senior Tour history

Woosnam showed glimpses of his best form last
season and just missed out on a victory on home soil
(third at the Speedy Services Wales Senior Open).
Woosy last won on the Senior Tour in 2011 and has
four Senior Tour wins and 29 European Tour wins
to his name. Captained Europe when they lifted the
Ryder Cup at The K Club in 2006, having played in eight Ryder Cups.
INTERESTING FACT: Used to travel in a camper van and eat tins of
beans to save money when an aspiring Tour star

Sam Torrance
Three-time John Jacobs Trophy winner
A three-time Senior Tour Order of Merit winner,
Torrance has 11 senior titles and 21 main tour ones
to his name. Won his third John Jacobs Trophy in
2009, following his win at the DGM Barbados Open.
Torrance was Europe’s winning Ryder Cup captain at
The Belfry in 2002, 17 years after holing the winning
putt at the same venue.
INTERESTING FACT: Won the team event at the 2003 Dunhill Links
Championship at St Andrews, with his son Daniel

Mason is the most-prolific winner in Seniors Tour
history with 25 titles. He became the first player to
break through the £2m barrier on the Senior Tour,
having won in each of his seasons on the Senior Tour.
Topped the Order of Merit in 2003, 2004 and 2007
and finished runner-up to Sam Torrance in both 2005 and 2006.
INTERESTING FACT: Was a rules official on the Senior Tour before
turning 50

Barry Lane
Million dollar man
Finished runner-up on the Senior Tour Order of Merit
in consecutive seasons; to Peter Fowler in 2011 and
then Roger Chapman in 2012. Won his maiden Senior
Tour title in Scotland in 2010, just four events into his
Senior Tour career; his victory at Fairmont St Andrews
coming 22 years after winning his first European Tour
title on Scottish soil, the 1988 Scottish Open.
INTERESTING FACT: Won $1m in the 1995 Accenture World
Championship of Golf

Constantino Rocca

Steen Tinning

Tiger tamer

Defending champion

Was Rookie of the Year in 2007, winning on his third
start at the AIB Irish Seniors Open. He also picked
up the Kingdom of Bahrain Trophy – Senior Tour
Championship, to secure a second place finish in
the Order of Merit. Five wins on the main European
Tour, including the tour’s flagship event, the PGA
Championship at Wentworth in 1996.
REMEMBERED FOR: His crucial singles win over Tiger Woods in the
1997 Ryder Cup at Valderrama

Norton Golf Course
18 hole excellent
parkland course

Last year’s English Senior Open winner, shot a course
record 63 on Saturday on his way to a 17 under-par
total and one-shot victory over Spaniard Santiago
Luna. Also held off the challenge of home favourite
Bernhard Langer to win the Berenberg Masters in
Germany last season, his maiden Senior Tour title.
INTERESTING FACT: Known as the Senior Tour’s Iron Man, having
taken up the gruelling endurance challenges to help with his fitness for
golf ahead of turning 50 and making it onto the Seniors Tour

BLACKWELL GRANGE GOLF CLUB
Same friendly club, new location!!
Challenging 18 hole parkland course

Visitors welcome 7 days Just turn up and pay!

Norton
Golf Course
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Green fees:
Mon to Fri (18 holes) £15 pp
Weekends £16 pp

2 Ball Special, Mon - Thurs £25
Blakestone Lane, Norton, Stockton on Tees
Telephone 01642 676385
www.nortongolfcourse.co.uk

Visitors & Societies Welcome
Book with the Professional 01325 461002
Snipe Lane, Darlington, DL2 2SA www.blackwellgrangegolf.com
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Nigel
Alderson
receives his
prize from
Rockliffe Hall
chairman
Warwick
Brindle

Meat our winner
Darlington butcher wins a year’s membership at Rockliffe Hall

I

t’s not everyday you get a phone
call telling you that you’ve won a
year’s membership at one of the
North East’s top golf resorts. But
when you do, how do you react?
“My first reaction was somebody was
winding me up,” explains Nigel Alderson.
“Then it started sinking in a little bit
and I couldn’t believe how lucky I’d been.
As a golfer, it’s the dream prize. It’s one
of the nicest venues in the area and I was
delighted to take the call.”
Nigel, an eight-handicapper from
Blackwell Grange Golf Club was drawn
from more than 450 entrants to June’s
competition.
Having played the course last season,

as well as visiting for last year’s English
Senior Open, Nigel has some experience
of the resort, and was looking forward
to getting to grips with the 7,879 yard
championship layout at Rockliffe.
“I’ve played here once before, last year
as part of the Teesside Alliance event.
I enjoyed the course a lot, we played
early in the season and it was in superb
condition. I’m really looking forward to
getting used to it,” Nigel says.
“I was also here for the English Senior
Open last year. I thought Rockliffe did a
superb job at such short notice and I’m
looking forward to seeing what they can
do with a year to plan the event.
“I saw Steen Tinning win last year and

WEBSITE SALE

STARTS TUESDAY AUGUST 5TH

BARGAINS FOR LADIES AND GENTS
WWW.EUREKAGOLF.CO.UK

I’m looking forward to seeing him play
again. On the Senior Tour, there are great
golfers in every field. Being able to watch
great golf, just 10 minutes from home,
you can’t beat it.”
The world-class practice facilities
at Rockliffe were also a focus of Nigel’s
attentions and the third-generation
butcher sees himself spending a lot of
time here, both on the golf course and
with his family, who have access to the
spa and all the facilities. “I play a lot
of competitive golf, including for the
team at Blackwell. I’m looking forward
to using the practice facilities and
hopefully, reducing my handicap. I think
I’ll be making full use of the prize.”

Houghton Feast Team Open
Saturday 20th September

£40 per team of 4
2 x Pair Betterball Aggregate
Contact the Golf Shop on 0191 5841198
opt 2 to reserve your space

Eureka Golf at Houghton-le-Spring Golf Club
The biggest & best Shop for Ladies in the North East
Houghton-le-Spring Golf Club, Copt Hill, DH5 8LU
For more information tel: 0191 5841198

Houghton le Spring Golf Club
Copt Hill, Houghton le Spring, DH5 8LU
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Making it happen
Name: David Cuthbertson
Position: Golf course and
estates manager
Time at Rockliffe: 6½ years
Age: 47 H/cap: 7

Name: Pete Newton
Position: Head greenkeeper
Time at Rockliffe: 6½ years
Age: 36
H/cap: 23

Name: Warwick Brindle
Position: Chairman
Time at Rockliffe: since 2005
Age: 64
H/cap: 10

What’s your role been in the build up to
the English Senior Open?
I’ve been working on a lot of the behind the
scenes stuff, organising the events in the
run up, pulling everything together from
the European Tour, working with the local
authority – things like that. It’s quite
intense as there are a lot of organisations
to deal with. When the tournament week
arrives, I’ll be the link between the tour and
Rockliffe. I’ll be here from first light to be the
point of contact for everything from the golf
shop to security.
Where will you be when the last putt drops
on Sunday?
I’ll be joining the team around the last green,
taking in the atmosphere after a busy week.
Who are you looking forward to seeing?
Past Ryder Cup captains, as well as the
local guys – a mix of those two really. I’ve
got great memories of watching Constantino
Rocca play. It will be good to see if he shows
the same passion he had in his youth.

What’s your role been in the build up to
the English Senior Open?
We pride ourselves on presenting the course
at its absolute best all of the time, so it’s just
a case of keeping on top of everything.
From the start of August we’ll be working on
any changes the tour want to see, we’ll be
carrying out more mowing and rolling as well
as working extra hard on getting the bunker
levels right – it’s a windy site so we tend to
get a bit of sand movement so we get those
consistent across the course.
Where will you be when the last putt drops
on Sunday?
I’ll be with the team, standing on the back of
the 18th green.
Who are you looking forward to seeing?
Costantino Rocca and Barry Lane. When
those guys were at their peaks, around
2000, I was working at Forest of Arden
and got to see them play a little bit. To see
them later in their careers will be a great.
Hopefully I’ll see all the big names play.

What’s your role been in the build up to
the English Senior Open?
Working on the marketing plan to get people
to come to the event, as well as talking
to players and their managers and getting
them signed up. The players that were here
last year are all coming back, which is nice
to see. There’s also been a much bigger
entry - some 150 players, which tells us
the players have said good things about the
event. What’s also nice to see is the number
of players who are bringing their wives. They
recognise the quality of the resort’s facilities.
Where will you be when the last putt drops
on Sunday?
Standing at the back of the 18th green
watching the ball go in the hole and
preparing to do the presentation.
Who are you looking forward to seeing?
The guys that played well last year. I’m also
looking forward to seeing Costantino Rocca,
he’s a big character and it will be interesting
to see how he plays the course.
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English
Senior
Open
2014
August Bank Holiday 22-24 August 2014
Enjoy a great day out for all the family at
Rockliffe Hall’s English Senior Open this
August bank holiday - kids go for free!
See Ryder Cup captains Sam Torrance, Mark James and Ian Woosnam play
head-to-head as well as other attractions in the tented village including a fullservice bar, golf simulator, free 15 minute kids golf lessons and hog roast.
Advance tickets can be bought from
Rockliffe Hall Clubhouse or online
at www.englishsenioropen.com
or on the day from the ticket office

Steen Tinning
Winner of the English Senior Open 2013

DAY
TICKETS

10

£

SEASON
TICKETS

20

£

UNDER
16’s

be part of it free
Ian Woosnam

Mark James

Carl Mason

Sam Torrance

Costantino Rocca

Des Smyth

CORPORATE HOSPITALITY & SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE
www.rockliffehall.com
Hurworth-on-Tees Darlington County Durham DL2 2DU +44 (0)1325 729999 enquiries@rockliffehall.com

Longhirst Hall
G O L F

C L U B

PGA EUROTOUR VENUE
- DAWSON COURSE 2014

£15

VISITOR AFTERNOON
FROM NOON ANY DAY
One of the best courses we’ve played on
- EUROPRO PLAYER

Superb championship set up
- MATCHROOM SPORTS GOLF DIRECTOR

Best course in northumberland
- LOCAL EUROPRO PLAYER

Simply unbelievable
- SENIORS OPEN PLAYER

LONGHIRST HALL GOLF COURSE,
LONGHIRST, MORPETH, NORTHUMBERLAND, NE61 3LL
Telephone 01670 791562 or email: enquiries@longhirstgolf.co.uk
visit us online at: www.longhirstgolf.co.uk

Memberships available
right now
at less than

£10 per week!!

GOLFERNEWS

INTRODUCTORY MEMBERSHIP
AT STOCKSFIELD

18 holes of woods and parkland with stunning views of the Tyne Valley

3 MONTHS TRIAL MEMBERSHIP
Harrogate Golf Club

Gripping contest
Harrogate’s new 36-hole competition set to
become an annual tournament

H

arrogate Golf Club has
announced details of
the inaugural Vardon
Grip Trophy.
The new Yorkshire Order of
Merit event, to be played on
September 4, is sure to attract
golfers from across the county
ahead of the season-ending
Moortown Masters.
The new 36-hole competition
is the idea of chairman John
Robinson who discovered that the
club, which was founded in 1892,
had an original plaster cast of
Harry Vardon’s grip.
As many golfers throughout
the world adopt the Vardon Grip,

the Club felt it should honour this
great man and his visit to the club
by launching a tournament based
on the story.
The event, which will have a
first prize of £500, will bring a new
event to a town which already
boasts the Pannal Rosebowl and
Oakdale Acorn.
Club secretary Ruth SkaifeClarke said: “The Club is delighted
to have the Vardon Grip Trophy
recognised as a Yorkshire Order
of Merit event and we intend to
pull out all the stops to ensure
competitors have a wonderful day
as they compete to be the first to
have their name on the trophy.”

ONLY £100

Take advantage of this fantastic offer which is available to new
members only. Membership at Stocksfield also entitles you to free
Associate Membership at Morpeth GC.
Contact us now for full details.
Telephone 01661 843041 (Option1)
or email info@stocksfieldgolfclub.co.uk

Stocksfield Golf Club
www.stocksfieldgolfclub.co.uk

ADVANCED
HEAD
MEASUREMENT
TECHNOLOGY

HIT THE BALL
STRAIGHTER
AND FURTHER

Entry forms for the event are available at www.yorkshireorderofmerit.org.uk

Backworth Golf Club

HOLISTIC PGA GOLF PERFORMANCE COACH
Online diary
Launch Monitor (GC2 HMT)
Video Analysis (GASP LAB)
Personalised E-Book coaching manual

A MUST PLAY HIDDEN GEM IN NORTH TYNESIDE
18 month Full Membership ONLY £550
Summer Green Fees
9 holes from £10
18 holes from £18
Telephone the Manager
John Robinson on 0191 2684274
Visitors & Societies Welcome
Telephone 0191 2689131 for course availability, information and events
Email: backworthminers@virgin.net • www.backworthminers.co.uk/golf
The Hall, Backworth, NE27 0AH

GOLF TUITION EXPERT SPECIALISING IN UNIQUE GOLF
COACHING SOLUTIONS
• Bespoke individual and group coaching
• Golf fitness and psychology specialist
• Equipment optimisation and gapping sessions
07791 471376

• Junior development programme
• Education outreach course
• Corporate coaching solutions

ross@rossjacksongolf.co.uk

www.rossjacksongolf.co.uk

Ingleby Barwick Golf Academy, Lullingstone Crescent, Ingleby Barwick,
Stockton on Tees, TS15 5GJ
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Dixon wins
FenwickSmith

Andrew
Baston,
Gregg
Tarplee and
David Ord

Hexham Golf Club
City of Newcastle’s Alex Dixon won
the weather-affected Fenwick-Smith
Trophy at Hexham in August.
Dixon, a member of the county
team and a semifinalist in last
month’s County Championship at
Ponteland, recorded an openinground 69, which, following thunder
and lightning in the afternoon, was
good enough to beat Will Robson
on countback. Neil Elborn finished
third with a round of 70, while Craig
Penny was fourth on countback.

Seahouses
success
Seahouses Golf Club’s Kenneth
Howe picked up the Quarry Fields
Trophy in August with an impressive
41 points over the seaside links.
Trevor Greenwood finished
second with 40 points, while Keith
Wood was third with 39 points.
Following his win, Kenneth said:
“Unaccustomed as I am to winning,
I think if more of the seniors wore
shorts like mine, they may stand a
better chance of winning.”

All change at
Parklands

P

arklands Golf Club has a new
team of professionals in place to
complete a series of changes at the
popular centre located at Gosforth
Park in Newcastle.
Gregg Tarplee has been promoted to head
professional following the departure of Mark
Watkins to Hobson Golf Club and he’s looking
forward to developing the facilities.
Gregg said: “We now have Andrew Baston
from Ponteland Golf Club onboard; he is a fully
qualified professional and he is here on a shop
and teaching basis. When he qualified, he took
a step back from the shop and concentrated
on coaching and focused a lot more on playing
but has now returned to his roots and wants to
concentrate on teaching.
“We have also taken on David Ord from

Close House who has forged quite a formidable
teaching reputation, so we now have a good mix
of professionals within the team. It’s now working
really well and we are very happy with where we
are and what we offer.”
Gregg has been at Parklands since 2007 as
a golf professional and with other staff moving
on he has been given the opportunity to put his
stamp on how things are managed.
He added: “Although the personnel has
changed, we are pushing on with the hard
work we have been doing in terms of the ladies
academy and the youth academy which are hugely
popular. They both involve golf and coaching and
the other side of it is obviously the shop where
we stock all the leading brands which are very
competitively priced especially the custom fitting
side of the business.”

Be the first to find out each month’s
Northern Golfer competitions.
Sign up to the e-bulletin now
at www.northerngolfer.co.uk
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GRAEMESTORM

EYEMOUTH GOLF CLUB
“First choice in Scotland, home of Golf”

RYDER CUP SPECIAL
Play this spectacular Championship course for just

£25.00*

Situated just 5 miles into Scotland on the East Coast we are
ideally placed for a game and a meal on your way to the Ryder
Cup at Gleneagles.
For more information go to

www.eyemouthgolfclub.co.uk
* From 22nd September to 5th October you can play Eyemouth Golf Course for just £25 per round.

Coatham Mundeville,
Darlington, DL1 3LU
Tel: 01325 379710
www.hallgarthdarlington.co.uk

CONSISTENCY THE KEY
Fortunes starting to turn

Obviously things haven’t gone too well for me this
season with too many missed cuts and not really
playing good golf consistently, but I am hoping for
my fortunes to turn as I have only missed one cut
in the last month or so while putting some better
scores together.
Although the results haven’t been super fantastic,
my game feels in a much better place and there are
many positive things to be built on to make a huge
push for the remainder of the season and try to keep
my playing rights for 2015.
With my long game in decent shape I felt that it was
the short game that was letting me down, so I decided
to get some expert advice. I have turned to the man
I believe is the best in business for short game, Pete
Cowan, who I’ve worked with before, so I felt it was
the right thing to do as he knows me and what I am
capable of.
My bunker play has kept to a pretty high standard
but my chipping had become a little bit inconsistent,
putting huge pressure on my putting.
Some of the drills have got me striking the chip
shots much more crisp and clean, giving me better spin
control, something that is vital especially if you short
side yourself to a tight flag and trying to get up and
down to save par.
Since I played my last tournament, the Scottish
Open, I have had a great few weeks off and downed
tools for most of that time to recharge the batteries
and spend some quality time with my family, going
on holiday to Cornwall as well as going to Ireland as
I do every year to play in the Marie Keating golf day,
catching with Ronan and his family.
While the weather is so nice and you golfers are in
the mood, why don’t you make a trip down to Rockliffe
Hall and watch how the creme de la creme of the
European Senior Tour tackle the long and demanding
test of a fine and well groomed course. I’m sure you
won’t be disappointed with the whole experience and
will take away a few great memories too.

The perfect place to enjoy your golf !
New practice facilities and course layout.

15% off for all golfers on food and drink in
our new sports bar.
Greenfees
Mon-Fri £12.50 - £10 with member and concessions
Sat, Sun & Bank Holidays £15 - £12.50
Earlybird before 8am - Twilight after 5pm £10
Weekend 4-ball £50 | Society Packages from £20
12 MONTHS GOLF, GYM AND SPA MEMBERSHIP
ONLY £570
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Break90 - a
new concept for
golf retail
Jobs created as entrepreneur launches a business which he
hopes will encourage golfers to buy from their local club

Y

ou can never accuse Rob Mullen of
being short of ideas or of putting
them into practice.
The serial entrepreneur’s latest
venture aims to revolutionise the golf retail
market - and he has secured financial backing
from two former executive colleagues at one of
the UK’s leading companies.
Rob has set up Break90, which offers a unique
and modern means of selecting and buying golf
merchandise, and he is targeting national rollout within three years.
The new company has already taken on four
people and is looking to create at least 20 more
jobs in the near future.
The business has created an automated
retail pod which allows players to select the
most appropriate products for them, and also
provides screens for manufacturers to advertise
their products.
Break90, which is run by Rob and fellow
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director Fiona Lutz, a sales and marketing
specialist, has also struck a deal with Costa
Coffee to sell their drinks from their machines.
Former Carrs Milling executive Rob’s previous
ventures include Sweetspot, the internationallyacclaimed range of snacks for golfers, who also
got involved in local tournament sponsorship
through the EuroPro Tour and backed events at
Longhirst Hall and Hunley Hall.
He has now secured financial backing from
two of his fellow former directors at the Carlislebased international food, agriculture and
engineering giant for Break90.
Chris Holmes, chairman of Carrs Milling, and
former financial director Ron Wood, have both
invested in Break90, which has recently opened
a showroom at its head office near Stocksfield,
in Northumberland.
Rob, who also previously founded the
NewLeaf Food Group which was involved in
new nutritional aids for golfers, is now eyeing

Break90
line-up (left
to right):
Ron Wood,
Rob Mullen,
Fiona Lutz, and
Chris Holmes

expansion for his latest venture, which
he believes will support golf clubs by
driving players back into the club shops
to buy merchandise and also to use
their other facilities.
Rob said: “The reaction we have
had to Break90 has been phenomenal
and we are certain this is the way to
revolutionise the golf retail market and
to drive players back into the club shop.
“Clubs constantly have to battle
against falling member and player
numbers and falling revenues as a
consequence, but by creating a new
and exciting retail experience we are
providing a reason for them to visit and
buy from their local golf club instead
of from one of the many national
sports retailers.
“We talked to a lot of golf
professionals and they were
overwhelmingly in favour of the
concept as they reckon it will free them
up to get back into what they should
be doing more which is teaching and
bringing people into golf.
“On a personal note, I am delighted
to have the support of Chris and Ron,
two business people who I respect
massively and I have been
fortunate enough to work
alongside and learn from.
“Their endorsement is a huge boost
to Break90 as we put our plans into
action to be operating throughout the
UK by 2017.”
Chris Holmes, chairman of Break90,
said: “I am delighted to be the chairman
of a business at the forefront of
innovation and technology in the world
of golf.
“Break90 reflects the trends shaping
the industry and secures the future
of this wonderful game. It provides a
profitable solution to golf clubs in these
difficult economic times, ensuring
that profitability, popularity and
sustainability go hand in hand in one of
the world’s oldest and fastest growing
sports business.”
Break90 was established with legal
support from Newcastle law firm
Sintons, and financial advice from Tait
Walker corporate finance.
Adrian Dye, partner in the Company
and Commercial team at Sintons, who
has worked with Rob for a number
of years, said: “Break90 has rightly
attracted high praise from the golfing
world for addressing one of its big
challenges and devising an
innovative solution.
“I have no doubt Break90 machines
will become a staple of many golf clubs
within the next few years.”

PROFILE

FOLLOW US
ON TWITTER
- @MGC1908

PRO -FILE

JONATHAN
LUPTON
Getting to know Close House
head pro Jonathan Lupton
AGE: 35
TURNED PRO: 23 H/CAP: +4
HOME CLUB: Close House Hotel & Golf (since July 2005)
BIGGEST WIN TO DATE: Powerade PGA Assistants’
Championship in 2009 and 2010 at The London Club –
also finished second in the event, “which paid for me to
be an assistant.”
English Men’s Open Amateur Stroke Play Championship
(Brabazon Trophy) at Hunstanton Golf Club in 2003
THIS SEASON: “I’ve played a few events on the NE/
NW PGA circuit this year, with my best round coming at
Penrith in July at the A W Jenkinson Pro Classic, where I
shot 63 to finish in a tie for second place.
Generally, I’ve been under-par in the rounds I’ve played
this season and I’m happy to be sitting third in the Order
of Merit behind Jonathan Graham and Craig Goodfellow.
I’m pretty happy with my game. I’ve been consistent but,
I’m a competitor and it’s been frustrating this season
having a number of second, third and fourth place
finishes. The standard is really high on the NE/NW PGA
circuit, you have to be at your absolute best to win.”
GETTING INTO THE GAME: “My dad’s crazy about golf.
He’s 65 this year and still plays off a three handicap.
He was always around scratch when I was younger and
I started playing golf with him when I was seven, then
started to concentrate on my golf when I was 12 and
fell in love with the game. From there I progressed to
play for Yorkshire at junior and men’s level, England at
boys, youths and men’s level as well as Great Britain
and Ireland.”

Middlesbrough Golf Club
Brass Castle Lane, Middlesbrough, TS8 9EE

SUMMER SPECIAL
Valid until 30th Sept 2014
4 Ball for £80.00 (please quote NG when contacting)

VISITING PARTIES
Fantastic deals for visiting parties on one of the North’s most
prestigious courses.
Various options available i.e Coffee and Bacon roll on arrival
18 holes of golf, 2 course evening meal - £35 per person
Bespoke packages can be negotiated for small and large parties.

Telephone Gordon Cattrell, Club Professional,
on 01642 311766 • Email: gcattrell@tgigolf.com
Web: www.middlesbroughgolfclub.co.uk

BEAMISH PARK GOLF CLUB
Providing Golfing Excellence for over 100 Years
“Be Challenged and Enjoy the Experience”

Awesome Driving
Experience

AIMS/FUTURE: “My priority is very much my coaching
now. I’d love to play in the PGA Cup – doing well in that is
definitely a big goal of mine looking forward. I’d also love
to qualify to play in the Open Championship.”

Visitors & Societies always welcome
Green fees from £15.00
Membership from £240.00
Juniors Membership now from only £49.00

INTERESTING FACT: “I’ve played with eight players who
have gone on to win a major – Charl Schwartzel, Louis
Oosthuizen, Trevor Immelman, Justin Rose, Paul Lawrie,
Graeme McDowell, Darren Clarke and Geoff Ogilvy.”

For further details telephone the Professional Chris Cole
on 0191 370 1984
Stanley, County Durham, DH9 ORH
Email: beamishgolf@btconnect.com • www.beamishgolf.co.uk
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Houghton
champ

Mid
Yorkshire
Golf Club

Jonny Cossar, with his father
and caddy, Simon
Jonny Cossar picked up the
Houghton-le-Spring Golf Club
club championship in July – with
an impressive winning margin.
Seventeen-year-old Cossar posted
rounds of 68 and 72 in the 36-hole
event at the Durham club, to finish
12 strokes ahead of second-place
Graeme Willis (77-75). Ian Baxter
finished third with rounds of 77 and
76 over the par-72 course.
One-handicapper Cossar picked
up the rest of the prizes for the
competition too, his first-round 68
winning the best single round (nett)
and best morning round, while
his 72 in the afternoon was good
enough to win the best afternoon
prize as well.

Washington
winner

Home comforts
Tournament move hailed a success

T
Washington Golf Club’s Imran Aziz
continued his excellent form by
winning his club’s championship.
Aziz also collected 1½ points
out of a possible two for Durham
when they hosted Northumberland
at George Washington, teaming up
with Heworth’s Jason McGuire in
the foursomes to pick up a half, then
beating Morpeth’s Phil Graham 1up
in the singles as Durham recorded a
12-6 victory.
Aziz also finished second to
Andrew Wilson from Darlington in
the Heineken Sunderland Plate.
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he Stoneacre Yorkshire PGA
Championship has found a
new home after moving the
tournament to the Mid Yorkshire
Golf Club, near Pontefract, proved a success.
Lindrick’s John King was the runaway
winner with rounds of 69 and 67, five shots
clear of Adrian Ambler (Low Laithes).
His opening one under-par 69 gave
him a one shot advantage over Ben Mason
(Waterfront Golf Club), Danny Walsh (Garforth
Driving range) and Ambler.
His second round 67 saw him finish five
shots clear of Ambler who finished on 141 with
Gareth Davies on 142.
Established in 1993, the Mid Yorkshire
course measures just over 6,300 yards and
facilities include a 23-bay floodlit driving range
and a well-stocked pro shop with custom fitting
and tuition by PGA qualified staff.
Meanwhile, Yorkshire’s Chris Hanson
provided some real fireworks as he finished

third in the Aegean Airlines Challenge Tour event
at Hartl Resort.
On a topsy-turvy day in Bavaria, Jake Roos
came out on top to claim a second title of the
season, his final round of 70 proving enough for a
two-stroke victory over England’s Jason Barnes.
Huddersfield’s Hanson carded an eagle at the
par five tenth before he holed his second at the
14th for another and when playing partner Roos
three putted the same hole Hanson had a four
stroke advantage over the South African.
Five bogeys in a row proved his undoing and a
couple of clutch birdies at the 16th and 17th
holes from Roos proved enough to claim
his second title.
“I think I just ran out of steam a bit there in the
end,” said Hanson. “I enjoyed it all today though, I
battled out there, and holed my second shot with
a gap wedge at the 13th.
“I had an easy shot into the next and pulled it
left, and after that it just spiraled a little and I hit
bad shot after bad shot.”
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Newbiggin’s
rock to roll

Northumberland seaside club to host
first Golf Rocks event in September

N

ewbiggin Golf Club is
holding its first Golf
Rocks event on Saturday
September 6, with an
open golf day followed by an evening
of live music.
The event, which is open to
golfers from across the region, aims
to showcase the Northumberland
links, as well as the clubs friendly
atmosphere and hospitality.
Former-England and Durham
cricketer, and Newbiggin member
Steve Harmison says: “I’ve been a
member of Newbiggin Golf Club for a
long time now and I’ve always enjoyed
playing one of the North East’s best
courses week-in week-out. The club
also has a great social atmosphere

and I’ve enjoyed being able to come
here and relax and socialise in my
spare time. To see the club setting up
events like this, to raise money for the
captain’s charity as well as showcase
the club to golfers from around the
North East, is fantastic.”
The event will follow
Northumberland’s final team match
of the season against Yorkshire on
August 30 at Newbiggin and rock n
roll band The Cadillacs will perform
following the golf day. Teams of four
are £60 and the event is open to
male and female golfers, maximum
handicap for men is 18, for women 24.
To enter contact Billy Bennett,
tel 07738 634 667 or 01670 817 344
or email billy_bennett@sky.com

Steve Harmison

George Washington Hotel Golf & Spa
Green Fee Special

From £12.50 per person

Early Bird from 7 am - Twilight from 4 pm

New for 2014

Visiting Parties
Prices from £20 pp
Book now!
Adidas Adizero One

TaylorMade Mini
SLDR Driver

Powakaddy FW3
Electric Trolley

Memberships
Play from as little as
68 pence per day!

Telephone Jonny Mould on 0191 4178346
or email: gsd@georgewashington.co.uk
Check website for green fee specials - www.georgewashington.co.uk
Stone Cellar Road, High Usworth, Washington, NE37 1PH
NORTHERN GOLFER 45

Northern Golfer
Match Play Pairs

GOLFERNEWS

Latest
NORTHERN GOLFER
GENTS MATCH PLAY PAIRS
Round three results
1. Eyre & Scambler beat
Barnes & Wailes 2 up
2. Gun & Binney beat Marshall
& Tindale 5 & 4
3. Gallagher & Walmsley beat
Smith & Swanson 5 & 3
4. Wooton & Grieve lost to
Slater & Wright 8 & 6
5. Shield & Devon beat
Hornsey & Cranston 1 up
6. Stokoe & Turner lost to
Rudd & Thompson 5 & 3
7. Fryer & McSkelly beat
McVittie & Ward 3 & 2
8. Longthorne & Bowes beat
Lawther & Lawther 4 & 3

9. Heron & Hill beat McCarthy
& McCarthy 6 & 4
10. O’Connor & Oliver lost to
Davison & Johnson 1 down
11. Lawlor & Vickery beat
Mordue & Watt 5 & 3
12. Rutter & Stocks lost to
Ellison & Mellor 6 & 5
13. Gray & Parry lost to Bell &
Johnston 2 down
14. Fawbert & Ogilvie beat
Budd & Forber 1 up
15. Lincoln & Martin lost to
Lewis-Bynoe & Dady 5 & 4
16. Jones & Jones beat Gordon
& Nevens 6 & 5

ROUND 4 DRAW

1. Steve Slater (2) & Gary
Wright (12) (City of
Newcastle/Backworth)
V
Steve Heron (9) &
Kevin Hill
(12) (Ryton)

2. Fred Lewis-Bynoe (8)

& Terry Dady (11)
(Dinsdale Spa)
V
Bob Fawbert (11) & Graeme
Ogilvie (8)
(Rudding Park)

5. Douglas Ellison (10)

& Richard Mellor (9)
(Slaley Hall)
V
Jeff Shield (17) & Steve
Devon (10) (Durham City)

6. Gary Bell (9) & John

Johnstone (4)
(Middlesbrough Municiple)
V
George Longthorne (15)
& John Bowes (18)
(Crook)

3. Tony Rudd (6) & Hugh

7. Peter Gallagher (11) & Neil

4. Stewart Jones (8)

8

Thompson (10)
(Durham City)
V
Craig Fryer (14)
& Michael McSkelly (8)
(South Moor)

& Alec Jones (5)
(Bellingham)
V
Len Eyre (6)
& Alan Scambler (9)
(Magdalene Fields)

Matches to
be played by
Sunday
August 31

Alex
Rose with
U18 county
champion,
Andy
Wolstencroft

Young Rose
blooms again

Walmsley (18)
(Durham City)
V
Bryan Davison (5) &
Michael Johnson (3)
(Consett)

Mustafa Gun (12) & Kevin
Binney (13)
(George Washington)
V
Anthony Lawlor (8) &
Stu Vickery (16)
(Chester le Street)

Any questions please contact
Paul Corney
tel: 07521 389 536 or email:
pcorney@northerngolfer.co.uk

THE MOST NORTHERN CLUB IN ENGLAND

MAGDALENE FIELDS
GOLF CLUB
Berwick upon Tweed TD15 1NE

PLAY & STAY
SPECIAL OFFER
2 Nights Bed & Breakfast staying at
The Castle Hotel, Berwick
3 Rounds of Golf - 1 each at Duns,
Eyemouth & Magdalene Fields
Only £150 per person
Excellent Party Packages Available

For further details telephone
the Secretary on 01289 306130
e: secretary.m.f.g.c@hotmail.co.uk
www.magdalene-fields.co.uk
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indermere Golf Club’s
Alex Rose picked up
his second under-16
Cumbria junior 36-holes
strokeplay championship in July.
The competition, held at Seascale
Golf Club, saw 28 junior players battle
it out in difficult conditions. Alex, a
member of Windermere Golf Club since
the age of seven, took top
spot by one stroke, with rounds of
77 and 78.
Crosthwaite resident, Alex, said:
“I was hoping to do well in this
championship, but the competition was
extremely tough, together with really
difficult conditions.

“It was particularly windy in the
afternoon.” said Alex. “Despite both
of these factors, however, I managed
to take the title and I am delighted to
have won two years in a row. I only
hope I can do as well in the under-18’s
category next year.”
Windermere’s head PGA
professional Simon Edwards added:
“We are all very proud of Alex on
retaining his title and have high hopes
for his future. “Alex is a complete allrounder, doing well at school and also
very talented at football. It has been a
pleasure to watch him develop from a
very young novice to the super player
he has become today.”

DUNSTANBURGH CASTLE
GOLF CLUB

Scenic 18 hole seaside links course designed by the famous
James Braid, adjacent to spectacular Embleton Bay
VISITORS & SOCIETIES WELCOME INCLUDING WEEKENDS

Summer Special

Coﬀee & bacon roll on arrival,
round of golf followed by soup, large ﬁlled roll & chips
£26 per person Mon-Fri • £30 per person weekends
Embleton, Northumberland, NE66 3XQ - Tel: 01665 576562
email: enquiries@dunstanburgh.com - www.dunstanburgh.com
Our free draining links course means we hardly ever close due to bad weather!

GREENWATCH

GREEN
WATCH

Bellingham Golf Club

With SIMON OLVER,
course manager at Percy Wood
Parties welcome seven days a week
Online Special Green Fees for August
Mon - Fri £20 round per player
Sat & Sun £25 round per player
Discounts for bookings of 8 or more
Buggies and catering available

2014 Opens - enter now!
Follow the link on our website to our Open Competitions
and choose from Ladies three Player Team (8th Aug),
Men’s 4BBB Stableford (10th Aug), Seniors 4BBB Stableford (3rd Sept),
Mixed Greensomes (14th Sept), CONGU Handicaps required.
Telephone 01434 220530 or email admin@bellinghamgolfclub.com
Bellingham Golf Club, Boggle Hole, Bellingham, NE48 2DT

www.bellinghamgolfclub.com

SUSTAINABILITY AND ECOLOGY
This month, Simon Olver looks at
golf clubs’ environmental impact,
and explores ways to improve the
link between a golf club and the
wildlife, flora and fauna it supports.
The forward-thinking golf clubs
and green staff in our industry
recognise and value the importance
of sustainable management and
land stewardship; tailoring
management techniques to
minimise a facility’s carbon footprint
and ensuring environmental
developments are introduced and
improved upon annually.
A big change clubs can make
is to introduce and develop grass
species that require less water
and lower chemical inputs. This
benefits both the club’s finances, as
fewer chemicals and supplements
are needed, as well as being more

environmentally sustainable. As laws
and legislation continue to restrict
the use of many chemicals, sports
facilities across the board will remain
under constant pressure to become
pesticide free zones.
The introduction of environmental
locations in the ‘out of play’ areas of
a golf course can also bring a range
of benefits to a club; everything from
more efficient mowing regimes to
improved habitats, and bio-diversity
of wildlife and grassland areas. In
many cases, clubs welcome the
participation of their members in
this work – increasing the level of
interaction between member and
club, as well as raising awareness of
the huge variety of flora and fauna
a golf course supports. As trends
change, sustainability is essential in
a golf club’s success.

NEXT MONTH
Raising the bar

BRANCEPETH CASTLE GOLF CLUB

GREEN FEES AVAILABLE FROM £15!
TIMES STILL AVAILABLE FOR:
Sir Arthur Wood Mixed 4BBB 31 August 2014
Ladies Team of 3 Stableford 5 September 2014
Leonard Crawley Scratch 36 Holes 13 September 2014
Mens Team of 4 Stableford 20 September 2014

Visitors & Societies always welcome
Book on line at http://www.brancepeth-castle-golf.co.uk
Email enquiries@brancepeth-castle-golf.co.uk
Telephone 0191 378 0075
The Clubhouse, Brancepeth, Durham DH78EA
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Irish eyes
are smiling

Royal Portrush
The Open Championship is set to
return to Northern Ireland for the
first time in over 60 years.
Royal Portrush has been invited
to stage The Open, and the County
Antrim club’s members will be
asked to ratify the proposal to
enable preparations to begin for
what is expected to be the largest
sporting event ever to be held in
Northern Ireland.
The Open was held at Portrush in
1951 when Max Faulkner lifted the
famous Claret Jug after a two-shot
victory over Argentina’s Antonio
Cerda - it’s the only occasion it
has been played outside of
Scotland and England.
No date has yet been set for the
Open to be at Portrush and there is
speculation that Royal Porthcawl in
Wales may also be added to the rota
which may well put other traditional
venues at risk.

Doncaster
duo win
Doncaster-based amateur Andy
Geddes admitted it was a dream
come true after winning the
Lombard Trophy regional final
at Fulford to book a trip
to Gleneagles.
Owston Hall’s Geddes teamed
up with professional Jason
Laszkowicz to win by just
one-shot at the York venue.
The duo carded a nine-under-par
round of 63 - after finishing with a
birdie at the 18th hole - to pip
David Hughes and Jonathan
Hunt of Scarcroft.
Laszkowicz and Geddes will
now play in the £43,600 final over
the King’s Course at Gleneagles on
September 2-3 - just three weeks
before the Ryder Cup is held there.
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Tom
Watson

Legend’s ruby
appearance
Tom Watson’s exempt status is extended
so he can take part in the Open on his 40th
anniversary as a player

T

om Watson will be able to make his
40th anniversary appearance in next
year’s Open Championship at St
Andrews after the R&A extended his
exempt status.
The 64-year-old, who came close to winning
the 2009 Open at Turnberry, will play once
again at the home of golf next year and make a
remarkable 37th appearance in golf ’s oldest and
most international major championship.
A true legend of the game, Watson is one
of a select group of players to win The Open on
five occasions along with James Braid, JH Taylor
and Peter Thomson. Only Harry Vardon has
won more championships with six victories.
Five years ago Watson led the
Championship going down the 18th hole at
Turnberry and, at the age of 59, would have

become its oldest Champion, but a bogey meant
he finished tied with fellow American Stewart
Cink who went on to defeat him in a
four-hole playoff.
“Some of my finest memories in golf have
come from playing in The Open Championship,”
he said. “I am very proud and honoured to be
given this opportunity to play once again in
St Andrews next year. It is a special place for
everyone in golf and I am very much looking
forward to playing there again in front of
the wonderful Scottish galleries. “The Open
Championship is unlike any other event in golf
and to be part of its history is a privilege.”
The R&A has also announced that Royal
Birkdale will host The Open Championship in
2017 and Carnoustie will host the Championship
in 2018.

GOLFERNEWS

Ball is a top
Fellow

Coach bestowed with a well deserved
honour from the PGA

Y

Peter Ball (image courtesy of The PGA)

orkshire coach Peter Ball
has been handed one of the
highest PGA accolades.
The Sheffield coach, who
unearthed European Tour star Danny
Willett as a youngster, has attained
PGA Advanced Fellow status.
Other recipients include new
PGA chairman David Murchie from
Crieff Golf Club who is one of five to
be accorded PGA Fellow Professional
status along with Martin Heys
(Wexham Park), Nick Solski (Skolkovo),
Paul Thompson (Powerscourt) and
Jonathan Wright (PGA National
Training Academy).
Ball, 57, coaches at Barlborough
Golf Club and Loxley Driving Range,
and admits the accolade has made him

“very proud” and has given him the
incentive to strive for the highest APAL
honour of PGA Master Professional.
“I think it shows that if you only
coach kids at grassroots level you
can still be recognised as an expert
by The PGA. That makes me very
proud,” said Ball who coaches up to
3,000 youngsters a year. “It is a career
high and also a spur to do more
education and learning to try and
attain PGA Master Professional level.
The most important thing is making
golf accessible and fun to ensure new
generations come into the game.”
Also honoured in the latest APAL
awards by attaining PGA Advanced
Professional status are Eaglescliffe’s
Graeme Bell and Flaxby’s Mark Moore.

Some of the best greens in the County
Host to the Northumberland County Championship 2014
4 BALL SPECIAL: Only £120.00 (Mon - Thurs & Sun)
MEMBERSHIP: If you’re looking to join a golf
club and wondering if Ponteland is the one for you...
Contact us for more information
OPENS 2014
Bank Holiday Monday 25th August Mixed Greensomes £30 pair
Tuesday 26th August - Juniors £5 pp
Sunday 7th September - Gents 4 BBB £30 pair
Thursday 11th September Ladies Team Waltz £21 team
Wednesday 15th Oct & 19th Nov Winter Teams (2/4) £40 team

Ponteland Golf Club
53 Bell Villas, Ponteland, NE20 9BD

For further information telephone 01661 822689
email: secretary@thepontelandgolfclub.co.uk
www.thepontelandgolfclub.co.uk
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Backing for
young pro
James Maw gets a boost to help him
develop on the EuroPro Tour

R

James Maw

ockliffe Hall has stepped in
to sponsor their youngest
professional as part of a
commitment to support
golf stars of the future.
And 24-year-old James Maw has
made a good start to his playing career
on the EuroPro Tour with a runnersup finish at Astbury where he lost in a
playoff to Morpeth’s Garrick Porteous.
James will represent Rockliffe on
the EuroPro Tour alongside European
Tour player Graeme Storm and Ladies
European Tour player Ellie Givens.
Originally from Sheffield and now
based near Barnard Castle, James
turned pro in 2010 and has played
on the EuroPro and Gecko Pro Tour
in Spain.

James said: “Rockliffe Hall is an
amazing course and has outstanding
facilities for golfers of all abilities,
ranging from amateur to professional.
I’ve been lucky enough to play many
courses and I don’t think that there are
many that can match this one.
‘I am really looking forward
to working with Rockliffe and
representing them on my travels - it’s
great to be able to showcase a North
East club on a national – and hopefully
worldwide - scale.” Rockliffe Hall’s head
golf professional Jon Stacey added:
“Supporting the stars of the future is
really important to us. James is at a
very exciting time in his professional
career and is clearly going to go on to
great things.”

THE PGA EUROPRO TOUR RETURNS TO DE VERE SLALEY HALL, NORTHUMBERLAND AUGUST 13-15
FREE ENTRY FOR ALL SPECTATORS
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EUROPROTOUR
The
Priestman
course at
Slaley Hall

Jon Gidney

Slaley hosts EuroPro
HotelPlanner.com PGA EuroPro Tour’s
Break90 Classic comes to Slaley Hall

T

he EuroPro Tour makes its
third visit to the North East this
month, when it returns to De
Vere Slaley Hall for the Break90
Classic from August 13-15.
The £40,000 tournament, which will be
filmed for a two-hour highlights package
to be shown on Sky Sports, will see players
from Europe’s leading development

tour tackle the Northumberland venue’s
Priestman course.
De Vere Slaley Hall has held Qualifying
School first stage events for the EuroPro
since its last appearance on the full tour
schedule in 2010. The Break90 Classic will
be the 13th of 16 main-season events this
year, building up to the Visit Egypt Tour
Championship in October, where the

top 60 players will have one last
chance to earn vital money for the
Order of Merit, from which the top
five at the end of the season earn
Challenge Tour cards.
The Break90 Classic takes place
the week after the Clipper Logistics
Championship at Moor Allerton
and is the tour’s third stop in the
region this year, following another
successful event at Longhirst Hall –
the Dawson and Sanderson Travel
Classic in May.
Daniel Godding, director of
operations for the HotelPlanner.
com PGA EuroPro Tour, said: “The
Priestman Course at De Vere Slaley
Hall is one of the best in England
and it is great to be able to have it
on our schedule again this year.
“The support for the Tour in
the North East has always been
strong, and I hope golf fans
will once again take
advantage of free entry
and come and see just
how good these young
golfers are.”
For more from the
Europro Tour go to
www.europrotour.com

GOLF SHOP

Mid Season Sale Now On!
Great deals on Ping, TaylorMade, Callaway, Titleist,
Galvin Green, Under Armour, Adidas and more!!
Full custom fit available with qualified PGA Professionals

THE BEST OF
BORDERS GOLF
Peebles Golf Club Peebles, EH45 8EU
www.peeblesgolfclub.com

SUMMER 4 BALL OFFER ONLY £90.00

Valid until 31st October 2014

Call Bill or Willie on 01721 720197
Please Quote Northern Golfer. T&C’s apply. Subject to availability.
Societies and Outings most welcome.

Golf Lessons - Individual, Beginner Group & Junior
Summer Camps available

MEMBERSHIPS
Available now from £399
GREEN FEES
From £11.25pp*
Telephone 0191 2363322 ex1

Parklands Golf Club
High Gosforth Park, Gosforth, NE3 5HQ
www.parklandsgolf.co.uk

*t&c apply
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Golfing in
Ireland
Alan Hedley takes his clubs across the Irsh Sea

I

s there anywhere better
than West coast of Ireland
to play golf ?
If there is, I’ll need to be
convinced because the links courses on
this stretch of the Emerald Isle are to
die for.
Thanks to North and West Coast
Links, who have been in operation
for more than 25 years and boast a
portfolio of 10 of the best, we were able
to visit Connemara, Carne, Enniscrone,
Donegal, Narin and Portnoo, and Sligo.
Staying in quality hotels such as
Glenlo Abbey, Foyles, Station House,
Mount Falcon, Radisson Sligo and
Harvey’s Point only added to the
experience of the Wild Atlantic Way.
While I’ve played five of the six
courses before, this was my first visit to
Narin and Portnoo, considered to be one
of the finest natural and scenic 18-hole
links courses in Ireland.
With sweeping views of Gweebarra
Bay, they’re not wrong.
The word traditional springs
52 NORTHERN GOLFER

immediately to mind as all manner of
shots are required here and Portnoo is
the real deal in links golf and, at nearly
7,000 yards is of championship calibre
with three outstanding par five holes, all
back-to-back, starting at the 13th; while
the 15th is a rare gem and the run from
the seventh to the 11th may just be the
best run of holes I’ve played.
Rosses Point - the County Sligo club
- is widely regarded as one of the great
championship links courses and home
of the prestigious West of Ireland Open
Amateur Championship.
Trying to pick out one hole is difficult
- they’re all of such quality, but many will
point to the 17th as the signature hole,
a 499-yard monster dog-leg left which is
one of the hardest par fours anywhere...
but not here! It’s rated only stroke
index two, the 433-yard seventh has the
honour of being stroke index one. I know
which hole I think is the more difficult.
Belmullet’s Carne course is an Eddie
Hackett design constructed on a narrow
peninsula overlooking Blacksod Bay.

Stunning
scenery is a
feature of golf
in Ireland

The course wends its way among
sand dunes, some of them 70ft and
more in height and the 11th, a short
par four of 332 yards, dog-legs around a
monster nicknamed Mount Everest by
the locals.
A new nine holes have just been
built which gives the course the choice
of 27. Take my advice, play the new
nine as part of your round, there are
three holes which are magic.
Donegal’s Championship Links golf
course occupies magnificent
Murvagh peninsula in Donegal Bay
and it has been described as the
Muirfield of Ireland.
At nearly 7,500 yards this course
is seriously long and Darren Clarke
described it as “One of my favourite
courses in the world.”
The back nine are superb with a

GOLFERTRAVEL
monster par five at 12 and the 16th
is a sadistic par three of nearly
250 yards.
Connemara measures over 7,000
yards with breathtaking views,
swans, Connemara Ponies and
even a castle.
A magical 27 hole championship
course with some greens set high
in hillsides, watch out for signature
short hole, the 212-yard 13th - did I
say short hole?
It’s also a wonderful finish with
two long par fours at 15 and 16 and
two par fives with a raised green at
17 and a drive from an elevated tee at
18. Smashing!
I’ve left what I consider the
best until last - I fell in love with
Enniscrone more than 30 years ago.
On Killila Bay, the winds along
the bay and in and out of high
sand dunes some of which form
natural amphitheaters for, frankly,
frightening greens.
I was a bit nervous when I
heard the club were building six
new holes in the late 1990s, but I
shouldn’t have been as they
replaced the flat opening holes, a
definite improvement.
Now there are 27 holes on 400
acres featuring the par 73 Dunes
Championship Links Course which
measures 7,033 yards off the back.
The last four holes border the
Atlantic and it’s a classic, exhilaration
finish with the stroke one par four
15th, a long but reachable par five,
a lovely little par three - don’t miss
the green - and an excellent long par
four 18th.
Part of the attraction of golfing
in Ireland is the range and quality
of accommodation plus the
opportunity to sample other pursuits
such as fishing and shooting and, of
course, eating and drinking.

FACT FILE

The Roxburghe
Hotel & Golf Course

North and West Coast Links
www.northandwestcoastlinks.
com
Spirit of Ireland
Executive Travel
www.spiritofireland.com
Harvey’s Point
www.harveyspoint.com
Mount Falcon
www.mountfalcon.com
RadissonBlu
radissonblu.ie/hotel-sligo
Foyles Hotel
www.foyleshotel.com
Station House
www.clifdenstationhouse.com
Glenlo Abbey
www.glenloabbeyhotel.ie
Connemara Golf Club
www.connemaragolflinks.com
Donegal Golf Club
www.donegalgolfclub.ie
Enniscrone Golf Club
www.enniscronegolf.com

A warm Scottish welcome
Society Golf outings from only £49.00 per person

Residential Golf Outing Package 2014/2015
from only
Available for golﬁng groups of 8
golfers or more based on sharing
classic twin accommodation.
Inclusive of 3 rounds of golf, 2 nights’
per person
overnight accommodation, bar supper
dinner one night, set dinner second night. Subject to
availability and terms and conditions apply.

£295

The Roxburghe Hotel and Golf Course is a beautiful country house hotel oﬀering
fantastic food, Championship golf course and a warm Scottish welcome.
To enquire contact Susan Reid, Sales & Marketing
T: 0131 556 4020 M: 077 66 885270 E: sjr@susanreid.co.uk

www.roxburghegolfclub.co.uk

Hirsel Golf Club

Co Sligo Golf Club
www.countysligogolfclub.ie
Narin and Portnoo Golf Club
www.narinandportnoo
golfclub.ie
Carne Golf Links
www.carnegolflinks.com

Golf in the Scottish Borders
Traditional country inn ideally situated
for playing MINTO, THE HIRSEL,
KELSO, HAWICK plus many more.
12 en-suite bedrooms with tv, wi-fi,
tea/coffee making facililties, Sky tv.
Restaurant and bar serving excellent home
cooked food and cask ales (good pub guide)

The Auld
Cross Keys Inn

B&B only £35.00 pp sharing
twin room or £45.00 pp single

Tel: Karen or Dave on 01450 870305
crosskeysdenholm@btopenworld.com
www.crosskeysenholm.co.uk
Five Star Tripadvisor Certificate of Excellence

The Green, Denholm, Scottish Borders, TD9 8NU

One of the UK’s Hidden Gems, recently featured in Golf Monthly’s
Top 100 Hidden Gems of UK & Ireland list

Come and play the No1 golf course in the Scottish Borders

Visitors & Societies Welcome
For FANTASTIC deals visit our website www.hirselgc.co.uk
Saturday 30th August
Gents Open - Better Ball Pairs £20 per pair
Hirsel Golf Club, Coldstream, Kelso Road, Berwickshire, TD12 4NJ
TELEPHONE 01890 882678 e: secretary@hirselgc.co.uk
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Hospitable Hirsel
Paul Corney travels to the Scottish Borders to
discover one of the area’s finest courses

I

have always been a fan of the Scottish
Borders’ golf courses and one of my
personal favourites is the Hirsel Golf Club
at Coldstream.
Only a 90 minute drive from Newcastle,
this course is well worth playing and it is
understandable why visitors return time and
time again to repeat the experience.
Originally, Coldstream (Lennel) Golf Club
was played on land to the east of the town but
was lost during The Second World War – it was
given over to the ‘Dig for Victory’ campaign and
used for food production.
In 1948, the driving force for a new course
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was Bill Jackson, the then captain of Lennel.
The popular account is that Bill believed
pasture land on the Hirsel Estate, which had
never been cultivated, would make a fine
course. How right he was.
He subsequently found himself as architect
and builder of the new golf course with the help
of a dozen or so keen volunteers.
And so Hirsel Golf Club was born, originally
nine holes before being later extended to 18. A
new clubhouse was added in the 1990s and the
current package is a real treat to visit.
The course is not long, but you do have to
take care from the tees, and the greens are slick

with a lot of hidden borrows. The first is a
gentle par four and, at 292 yards from the back
tee, is a good birdie chance providing you find
the fairway.
One of the tougher holes on the outward
half is the third, a long par three measuring 243
yards. Only a very good uphill drive over the
marker post will have any chance of finding the
green and making par at this one is always a
good score.
The ninth is a strong par four requiring a
good, straight tee shot to avoid a fairway bunker
and is followed by a little gem. Only 98 yards,
the par three 10th is played downhill to a green

COURSEREVIEW

FACT FILE
CONTACT
Hirsel Golf Club
Kelso Road, Coldstream
Berwickshire, TD12 4NJ
Secretary – Allan Rodger – 01890 882 678
Professional – Daniel Wood –
01890 882 516
Email sec@hirselgc.co.uk
Website www.hirselgc.co.uk
GREEN FEES
Mon – Fri £22 (Adult)
Sat – Sun £35 (Adult)
Special deals via the website
Buggies - £22 a round

The Machin Challenge
Trophy (Macmillan Cancer
Relief Trophy) was presented
to the Coldstream Committee
of The National Society
for Cancer Relief in 1970
and first played for in 1971.
This tournament became
something of a ‘champion
of champions’ event for the
Borders and surrounding
areas with each club sending
their current champions
to compete. At its height it
attracted guests such as Peter
Allis, Ronnie Corbett and
Douglas Bader

TOTAL DISTANCE
White tees – 6,024 yards – Par 70
Yellow tees – 5,820 yards – Par 70
Red tees – 5,302 yards – Par 72
FEATURES
18 holes parkland golf
Practice range
Putting green
Modern clubhouse
Professional shop
Well stocked bar
Excellent catering facilities
Open to the general public
No dress restrictions
Ample car parking
surrounded by bunkers – another good
birdie chance.
The back nine is much longer with two
par fives and two really strong par fours. At
437 yards, the 15th is a sharp dog-leg right
and, if you are fortunate to avoid the trees
on the right, there is real trouble ahead. This
hole is tough and fully deserves to be stroke
index one.
Finally, a par five brings you back to the
clubhouse. It is not particularly long but
there is out of bounds to the right and trees
on both sides of the fairway to avoid.

CADDY’S TIP
The Hirsel golf course is not for teeing
high and letting fly – the tight fairways
have to be found so play for position
rather than length
SIGNATURE HOLE
The picturesque par three seventh
measures 167 yards from the medal tee,
with out of bounds to the right and a
stream protecting the front of a wide,
shallow green. Take plenty of club to avoid
getting wet feet

PAUL CORNEY’S VERDICT

A lovely course presented to the highest
of standards and a real credit to Scott
Poole and his greenkeeping staff – the
welcome at Hirsel Golf Club is second to
none – well worth the trip
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GOLFERTIPS

Neil
Whinham
North

DRIVE FOR SHOW
As the old adage goes, “Drive for show,
putt for dough.”
While this is certainly an important part of
the game for everyone; if you’re struggling to
get the ball off the tee and on to the fairway,
the putts for double and triple bogeys should be
the least of your concerns.
Problems with the driver are usually caused
by issues in the earliest part of the swing –

ern Golfer Pro
tel 0191 529 2144
for private lessons
and advice

the takeaway. Watch the best players take the
club away from the ball. The common theme
you’ll find is that all the important parts are
working together. The hands and wrists, arms,
shoulders and hips are doing their jobs in sync
- creating a one-piece takeaway.
Players get into trouble when one
part takes over, sending the club in
the wrong direction.

HINGE THE WRISTS…

THE ONE-PIECE TAKEAWAY
Your hands, wrists, arms,
shoulders and hips should work in
sync in the backswing. You might
not be able to hit the ball going
backwards, but you can stop
yourself from hitting it correctly

IT’S ALL IN THE HINGE
Hinging your wrists, rather
than rolling them, sets the
club in the correct position
- removing the need for
complex corrections in the
downswing to return the
club to the right position
at impact

NG TIPS ARE ALSO ONLINE AT:
/tips/
www.northerngolfer.co.uk/category
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The most common mistake I see is
rolling the wrists in the takeaway - so
that the left hand ends up on top of
the right, and the clubhead pulls to the
inside. That makes the swing plane too
flat and forces the player to re-route the
club dramatically on the downswing.
The wrists shouldn’t roll sideways. They
hinge, moving up and down

ONE TO PRACTICE…

Hold the club out in front of you, and
hinge it upward as if you were going to
tap your nose. Combine it with a full
body turn, and you’re on your way

A C O A S TA L G E M
PLAY THE BEST GREENS
IN THE AREA

NEW MEMBERS DEAL !!

£750

To i n c l u d e –
Fu l l m e m b e r s h i p t o 3 1 . 1 2 . 2 0 1 5 • £ 2 5 . 0 0 o n a b a r c a rd
O n e f r e e c h i l d ( o f ) m e m b e r s h i p t o 3 1 . 1 2 . 2 0 1 4 ( a g e 1 0 - 1 6 ) • Fr e e l o c k e r ( s u b j e c t t o a va i l a b i l i t y )
W h i t b u r n G o l f C l u b , L i z a rd L a n e , W h i t b u r n , N E 3 4 7 A F w w w. w h i t b u r n g o l f c l u b . c o. u k

GET YOUR GAME UP TO SCRATCH
Book your Golf Lessons NOW with
PGA Professional Neil Whinham
1/2 hour - £20.00 6 x 1/2 hour £100
4 Hole lesson £25.00 9 hole lesson £45.00
Junior lessons £10.00
Telephone 0191 5294210 (option 3)
Excellent selection of drivers, irons, bags, trolleys,
clothing etc etc! For our latest offers visit

www.aslangolf.co.uk

Qualified Custom Fit Specialists for leading manufacturers
Golf Lessons available with PGA Professional Neil Whinham

Golf club and golf equipment
suppliers to the UK and Europe

Whitburn Golf Club, Lizard Lane, Whitburn, NE34 7AF. Telephone 0191 5294210 email: sales@aslangolf.co.uk
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Enter
online

win
GOLFERCOMPETITIONS

Lo
northe g on to
rngolfe
r.co.uk

Northern Golfer
competitions are also
listed on our website
www.northerngolfer.co.uk/competitions,
alternatively you can enter via email
competitions@northerngolfer.co.uk (mark the competition
name in the subject field) or post your entry to
Competitions, Northern Golfer, Unit One, Bearl Farm,
Stocksfield, Northumberland, NE43 7AL

Please include your contact details and telephone number.
Closing date Thursday September 4, 2014. Usual competition rules apply –
available on request. Winners will be published in our next edition.

WIN GOLF FOR FOUR
AT ROSEBERRY GRANGE
Roseberry Grange Golf Club was originally run and
maintained by Durham Council until a takeover by the
members in July 2011, when it became Roseberry
Grange Community Golf Club. The course measures
6,152 yards with a par of 71, and offers a lot of
variety and a good test of golf for both the beginner
and more advanced player. We recommend enjoying
a home cooked meal and drink afterwards in the
clubhouse, where there’s always a friendly welcome.
For your chance to win simply answer the
following question: When did the members of
Roseberry take over the running of the club?

WIN A CUSTOM FIT
JOHN LETTERS
TR47 DRIVER
WIN GOLF FOR FOUR AT
THE ROXBURGHE
The championship golf course at the Roxburghe Golf Club lies just a few steps
away from the hotel.
Set in 200 acres, the course was designed by internationally renowned golf course
architect and former Ryder Cup star Dave Thomas.
This 7,111 yard, par 72 course bears all the hallmarks of Thomas’ design work - a
number of deep and challenging bunkers, use of mature woodland, dramatic water
hazards, and generous rolling greens.
For your chance to win simply answer the following question:
Who designed the golf course at Roxburghe?

Our friends at Direct
Golf are offering
Northern Golfer readers
the chance to win a
custom-fit John Letters
TR47 driver this month.
Direct Golf offers a
complete custom-fit
experience, including access to
launch monitor data, with stores
in Huddersfield and Teesside. John Letters
staff players include Senior Tour Order of Merit
winner Paul Wesselingh. www.direct-golf.co.uk
For your chance to win simply answer the
following question: Which Senior Tour Order of
Merit winner plays John Letters clubs?

The competition winners for July were: The KP, Michael Arthur of Tilery, Stockton on Tees; Burgham Park, Fred Ross of Rowlands Gill
Custom-fit TaylorMade driver, Malcolm York of Whitley Bay; Ramside Hall membership, John Oliver of Beamish

All makes of golf
trolley repaired

SEAHAM GOLF CLUB

www.5thtee.co.uk

Shrewsbury Street, Seaham, Co. Durham SR7 7RD

Egigo Golf Grip fitting service
Free Battery Testing (including Lithium)
Door to door pick up and drop
off service
Telephone: 01207 256400 or
07737 693381
Email:
info@5thtee.co.uk
Find us:
5th Tee, Garesfield Golf Club
Chopwell, NE17 7AP

Golf Trolley Repair
& Service Centre
Recommended by
De Vere Slaley Hall

Congratulations to John Storey!
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With 5 par 3’s and 3 par 5’s - a great test of golf
Mondays ONLY £12 & Weekends after 2.00 pm ONLY £15
Golf Societies welcome • Great value options for golf + food
Contact Andrew, for details 0191 5130837 or
seahamgolfclub@btconnect.com • www.seahamgolfclub.co.uk

Introducing the
beautifully designed
Xpress golf podshop™

Break90™ pods are relaxed, convenient, sleek automated
pit-stops, cleverly created with golfing in mind. Break90™ is the
future of golfing retail and is landing at a golf course near you.
A sleek and stylish place to relax, refresh and recharge the batteries
A spike friendly social focal point
Easy to use, intelligent retail experience
A consistent product offering from golfing basics to wish list luxuries
Self-serve hot drinks, cold drinks and golfing nutrition for pre-game preparation
Integrated TV screens to catch up on club news, events and sports TV
Booking tee times and paying green fees with ease
Connected technology with Wi-Fi and Bluetooth capabilities
Secure and convenient pay points for card and contactless payments
Perfectly positioned for player convenience
®

01661 535301 | www.break90.co.uk | info@break90.co.uk
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Pick up a copy of Northern Golfer 		
at any of these venues
COUNTY DURHAM
Barnard Castle Golf Club
Harmire Rd, Barnard Castle, DL12 8QN
01833 638 355

To be listed or to advertise please call 01661 844115 or email enquiries@northerngolfer.co.uk

Beamish Park Golf Club
Beamish Park, Stanley, DH9 0RH
0191 370 1382
Birtley Golf Club
Portobello Road, Birtley,
Chester-le-Street, DH3 2LR
0191 410 2207
Bishop Auckland Golf Club
High Plains, Bishop Auckland, DL14 8DL
01388 661 618
Blackwell Grange Golf Club
Snipe Lane, Darlington, DL2 2SA
01325 464 458
Brancepeth Castle Golf Club
Brancepeth Castle, DH7 8EA
0191 378 0075
Castle Eden Golf Club
Castle Eden, TS27 4SS
01429 836 510
Chester le Street Golf Club
Lumley Pk, Chester le Street, DH3 4NS
0191 388 3218
Cocken Lodge Golf
Cocken Lodge Farm, Leamside, DH4 6QP
0191 584 1053
Consett & District Golf Club
Elmfield Road, Consett, DH8 5NN
01207 505 060
Crook Golf Club
Low Jobs Hill, Crook DL15 9AA
01388 762 429
Darlington Golf Club
Haughton Road, Darlington, DL1 3JD
01325 355 324
Dinsdale Spa Golf Club
Middleton St George, Darlington, DL2 1DW
01325 332 297
Durham City Golf Club
Littleburn, Langley Moor, DH7 8HL
0191 378 0029
Hallgarth Hotel Golf & Country Club
Coatham Munderville, Darlington,
DL1 3LU 01325 300 400
Hobson Golf Club
Hobson, Near Burnopfield, NE16 6BZ
01207 270 941
Ineos Golf Club
School Aycliffe Lane, Newton Aycliffe,
DL5 6EA.
01325 303 561
Sec John Haykin 07792 610521
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Oak Leaf Golf Club
School Aycliffe Lane, Newton Aycliffe,
DL5 4EF
01325 310 820
Ramside Hall Golf Club
Ramside Hall Hotel, Carville,
Durham, DH1 1TD
0191 386 9514
Rockliffe Hall Golf Club
Hurworth-on-Tees,Darlington, DL2 2DU
01325 729 980

Bamburgh Castle Golf Club
The Wynding, Bamburgh, NE69 7DE
01668 214 321

Rothbury Golf Club
Whitton Bank Rd, Rothbury, NE65 7RX
01669 621 271

Saltburn by the Sea Golf Club
Hob Hill, Saltburn by the Sea, TS12 1NJ
01287 622 812

Bedlingtonshire Golf Club
Acorn Bank, Bedlington, NE22 6AA
01670 822 457

Seahouses Golf Club
Beadnell Road, Seahouses, NE68 7XT
01665 720 794

Seaton Carew Golf Club
Tees Road, Seaton Carew, TS25 1DE
01429 266 249

Belford Golf Club
South Road, Belford, NE70 7DP
01668 213 232

Stocksfield Golf Club
New Ridley Rd,Stocksfield, NE43 7RE
01661 843 041

Bellingham Golf Club
Boggle Hole, Bellingham, NE48 2DT
01434 220 152

Tynedale Golf Club
Tyne Green, Hexham, NE46 3HQ
01434 608 154

Teesside Golf Club
Acklam Road, Thornaby
Stockton on Tees TS17 7JS
01642 616 516

Blyth Golf Club
New Delaval, Blyth, NE24 4DB
01670 540 110

Warkworth Golf Club
The Links, Warkworth, NE65 OSW
01665 711 596

Burgham Park Golf Club
Near Felton, Morpeth, NE65 8QP
01670 787 898

Wooler Golf Club
Dod Law, Doddington, Wooler, NE71 6AN
01668 282 135

Close House
Heddon-on-the-Wall, NE15 0HT
01661 852 953
De Vere Slaley Hall
Slaley, Hexham, NE47 0BX
01434 673 350

Roseberry Grange Community
Golf Club
Grange Villa, Chester le Street, DH2 3NF
0191 370 0660

Dunstanburgh Golf Club
Embleton, NE66 3XQ
01665 576 562

Seaham Golf Club
Shrewsbury Street, Seaham, SR7 7RD
0191 581 1268

Goswick Golf Club
Goswick Beal, TD15 2RW
01289 387 256

Sharpley Golf
Seaton, Seaham, Co Durham, SR7 0NP
0191 513 1100

Gubeon Golf Centre
Walton Road, Morpeth, NE61 3YJ
01670 519 090

South Moor Golf Cub
The Middles, Craghead, Stanley, DH9 6AG
01207 232 848

Haltwhistle Golf Club
Banktop, Greenhead, NE49 9JR
01434 320 708

Woodham Golf & Country Club
Burnhill Way, Newton Aycliffe, DL5 4PN
01325 315257

Hexham Golf Club
Spital Lane, Hexham, NE46 3RZ
01434 603 072

CUMBRIA

Longhirst Hall Golf Club
Longhirst Hall, Morpeth, NE61 3LL
01670 791 562

Brampton Golf Club
Talkin Tarn, Brampton, CA8 1HN
01697 72255
Seascale Golf Club
The Banks, Seascale, CA20 1QL
019467 28202

NORTHUMBERLAND
Allendale Golf Club
High Studden, Allenheads Road
Allendale, NE47 9QL
01434 683 926
Alnmouth Golf Club
Foxton Hall, Alnmouth,
NE66 3BE
01665 830 231
Alnmouth Village Golf Club
Marine Road,
Alnmouth, NE66 2RZ
01665 830 370
Alnwick Castle Golf Club
Swansfield Park,
Alnwick,
NE66 2AB
01665 602 632
Arcot Hall Golf Club
Dudley, Cramlington NE23 7QP
0191 236 2794

Macdonald Linden Hall Golf
and Country Club
Longhorsley, Morpeth, NE65 8XF
01670 500 011
Matfen Hall Golf Club
Matfen, NE20 0RH
01661 886 400
Magdalene Fields Golf Club
Berwick-upon-Tweed, TD15 1NE
01289 306 130
Morpeth Golf club
Loansdean, Morpeth,
NE61 2BT
01670 504 942
Newbiggin Golf Club
Newbiggin NE64 3DW
01670 817 344
Percy Wood Golf Club
Coast View, Swarland, Felton,
NE65 9JG
01670 787 010
Ponteland Golf Club
53 Bell Villas, Ponteland, NE20 9BD
01661 822 689
Prudhoe Golf Club
Eastwood Park, Prudhoe, NE42 5DX
01661 832 466

Wilton Golf Club
Wilton,Near Redcar, TS10 4QY
01642 465 265
Wynyard Hall Golf Club
Wellington Drive, Wynyard Park
Billingham, TS22 5NQ
01740 644 399

TYNE AND WEAR
SCOTTISH BORDERS
Eyemouth Golf Club
Gunsgreenhill, Eyemouth, D14 5SF
01890 750 004
Hirsel Golf Club
Kelso Road, Coldstream TD12 4NJ
01890 882 678
Roxburghe Golf Club
Kelso, Roxburghshire, TD5 8JZ
01573 450 333

TEESSIDE
Billingham Golf Club
Sandy Lane, Billingham, TS22 5NA
01642 533 816
Cleveland Golf Club
Majuba Road, Redcar, Cleveland
TS10 5BJ
01642 471 798
Eaglescliffe & District Golf Club
Yarm Road, Eaglescliffe, TS16 0DQ
01642 780 238
Hartlepool Golf Club
Hart Warren, Hartlepool, TS24 9QF
01429 274 398
High Throston Golf Club
Hart Lane, Hartlepool,
TS26 0UG
01429 268 071
Hunley Hotel & Golf Club
Brotton, By Saltburn, TS12 2QN
01287 677 444
Ingleby Barwick Golf Club
Lullingstone Crescent, Ingleby Barwick,
Stockton on Tees, TS17 5GJ
01642 765 000
Knotty Hill Golf Centre
Sedgefield, Stockton on Tees, TS21 2BB
01740 620 320
Middlesbrough Golf Club
Brass Castle Lane, Middlesbrough
TS8 9EE
01642 311 515

Backworth Golf Club
The Hall, Backworth, NE27 0AH
0191 268 4247
Beamish Park Hotel
Golf & Driving Range, Marley Hill,
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE16 5EG
01207 230666
Boldon Golf Club
Dipe Lane, East Boldon, NE36 0PQ
0191 536 5360
Centurion Park Golf Club
Rheydt Avenue, Wallsend, NE28 8SU
0191 263 0041
City of Newcastle Golf Club
Three Mile Bridge, Gosforth
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE3 2DR
0191 285 1775
Garesfield Golf Club
Chopwell, NE17 7AP
01207 561 309
George Washington Golf Club
Stone Cellars Road, Concorde
Washington, NE37 1PH
0191 417 8346
Gosforth Golf Club
Broadway East, Gosforth
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE3 5ER
0191 285 3495
Heworth Golf Club
Gingling Gate, Heworth, Gateshead,
NE10 8XY
0191 469 9832
Hetton le Hill Golf Club
Elemore Vale, Easington Lane, DH5 0QR
0191 517 3061
Houghton le Spring Golf Club
Copt Hill, Houghton le Spring, DH5 8LU
0191 584 7421
Newcastle United Golf Club
60 Ponteland Road,
Newcastle upon Tyne,
NE5 3JW
0191 286 9998

Middlesbrough Municipal Golf Club
Ladgate Lane, Middlesbrough,
TS5 7YZ
01642 315 533

Northumberland Golf Club
High Gosforth Park,
Newcastle upon Tyne,
NE3 5HT
0191 236 2009

Norton Golf Club
Blakestone Lane, Norton
Stockton on Tees, TS20 3LQ
01642 676 385

Parklands Golf Club
High Gosforth Park,
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE3 5HQ
0191 236 4480

Ryton Golf Club
Clara Vale, Ryton, NE40 3TD
0191 413 3253

Easingwold Golf Club
Stillington Road, Easingwold, YO61 3ET
01347 822 474

South Shields Golf Club
Cleadon Hills, South Shields, NE34 8EG
0191 456 8942

Filey Golf Club
West Avenue, Filey, YO14 9BQ
01723 513 293

Tynemouth Golf Club
Spital Dene, Tynemouth, NE30 2ER
0191 257 4578

Flaxby Park Golf Club
Flaxby, Knaresborough, HG5 0RR
01423 863 444

Scalm Park Golf Club
Bishop Wood, Wistow Common, Selby,
YO8 3RD
01757 210 846

Leeds Golf Centre
Wike Ridge Lane, Shadwell, Leeds
LS17 9JW
0113 288 6000

Scarborough North Cliff Golf Club
North Cliff Avenue, Scarborough,
YO12 6PP
01723 355 397

Mid Yorkshire Golf Club
Havercroft Lane, Pontefract, Darrington,
WF8 3BP
01977 704522

Scarborough South Cliff Golf Club
Deepdale Avenue, off Filey Road,
YO11 2UE
01723 360 522

Moor Allerton Golf Club
Coal Road, Wike, Leeds, LS17 9NH
0113 266 1154

Tyneside Golf Club
Westfield Lane, Ryton, NE40 3QE
0191 413 2742

Forest Park Golf Club
Stockton-on-Forest, York, YO32 9HF
01904 400 425

Scarthingwell Golf Club
The Scarthingwell Centre, Scarthingwell,
Tadcaster, LS24 9PF
01937 557 878

Wearside Golf Club
Cox Green, Sunderland, SR4 9JT
0191 534 2518

Fulford Golf Club
Heslington Lane, York, YO10 5DY
01904 413 579

Selby Golf Club
Mill Lane, Brayton, YO8 9LD
01757 228 622

Westerhope Golf Club
Whorlton Grange, Newcastle upon Tyne,
NE5 1PP
0191 286 9125

Ganton Golf Club
Station Road, Ganton, Scarborough,
YO12 4PA
01944 710 329

Skipton Golf Club
Short Lee Lane, Skipton, BD23 3LF
01756 795 657

Harrogate Golf Club
Forest Lane Head, Harrogate, HG2 7TF
01423 862 999

Whitburn Golf Club
Lizard Lane, South Shields, NE34 7AF
0191 529 4210

Heworth Golf Club
Muncaster House, Muncastergate,
YO31 9JY
01904 426 156

Whitley Bay Golf Club
Claremont Rd, Whitley Bay, NE26 3UF
0191 252 0180

Kirkbymoorside Golf Club
Manor Vale, Kirkbymoorside, YO62 6EG
01751 431 525

YORKSHIRE (EAST)
Beverley and East Riding Golf Club
Anti Mill, Westwood, Beverley, HU17 8RG
01482 868757
Bridlington Golf Club
Belvedere Road, Bridlington, YO15 3NA
01262 606 367
Bridlington Links Golf Club
Flamborough Road, Marton, Bridlington,
YO15 1DW
01262 401 584
Driffield Golf Club
Sunderlandwick, Driffield, YO25 9AD
01377 253 116
Far Grange Park & Golf Club
Skipsea, Driffield, YO25 8SY
0800 197 2074
Flamborough Head Golf Club
Lighthouse Road, Flamborough,
Bridlington, YO15 1AR
01262 850 333
Hornsea Golf Club
Rolston Rd, Hornsea, HU18 1XG
01964 534989
The KP Golf Club
Pocklington, York, YO42 1UF
01759 303 090

YORKSHIRE (NORTH)
Aldwark Manor Golf Club
Aldwark Alne,YO61 1UF
01347 838 146
Bedale Golf Club
Leyburn Road, Bedale,
DL8 1EZ
01677 422 451

Knaresborough Golf Club
Boroughbridge Road,
Knaresborough, HG5 0QQ
01423 862 690
Malton & Norton Golf Club
Welham Park, Welham Road,
Norton,Malton, YO17 9QE
01653 697 912
Masham Golf Club
Burnholme, Swinton Road,
Masham, Ripon, HG4 4NS
01765 688 054

Pontefact & District Golf Club
Park Lane, Pontefract, WF8 4QS
01977 792241

Marshalls Golf
Heworth Golf Club,
Gingling Gate, Heworth,
NE10 8HY
0191 4384223

York Golf Club
Lords Moor Lane, Strensall, YO32 5XF
01904 491 840

Scarcroft Golf Club
Syke Lane, Leeds, LS14 3BQ
0113 289 2263

YORKSHIRE (WEST)

Wakefield Golf Club
28 Woodthorpe Lane, WF2 6JH
01924 258778

Pannal Golf CLub
Follifoot Road, Pannal, HG3 1ES
01423 872 628

Garforth Driving Range
Barwick Road, Garforth, Leeds, LS25 2DN
0113 287 1111

Pike Hills Golf Club
Tadcaster Road, Askham Bryan,
YO23 3UW
01904 700 797

Garforth Golf Club
Long Lane, Garforth, Leeds, LS25 2DS
0113 286 2021

Romanby Golf Club
Yafforth Road, Northallerton, DL7 0PE
01609 778 855

Leda Discount Golf Centre
Grange Villa, Chester le Street,
DH2 3NF
0191 370 1757

Sand Moor Golf Club
Alwoodley Lane, Leeds, LS17 7DJ
0113 268 5180

Dewsbury District Golf Club
The Pinnacle, Sands Lane, Mirfield,
WF14 8HJ
01924 492399

Ripon Golf Club
Palace Road, Ripon, HG4 3HH
01765 603 640

Oulton Hall De Vere
Rothwell Lane, Oulton, Leeds, Yorkshire,
LS26 8HN
0871 222 4690

Whitby Golf Club
Low Straggleton, Whitby, YO21 3SR
01947 600 660

Oakdale Golf Club
Oakdale, Harrogate, HG1 2LN
01423 567 162

Richmond Golf Club
Bend Hagg, Richmond, DL10 5EX
01748 823 231

Otley Golf Club
West Busk Lane, Otley, Leeds, LS21 3NG
01943 465 329

Rawdon Golf and Lawn Tennis Club
Buckstone Drive, Rawdon, Leeds,
LS19 6BB
0113 2506040

Cookridge Golf Club
Cookridge Lane, Cookridge, Leeds,
LS16 7NL
0113 230 0641

Headlingly Golf Club
Back Church Lane, Adel, Leeds, LS16 8DW
0113 267 9573
Hollins Hall
Hollins Hill, Baildon, Shipley, Bradford,
BD17 7QW
01274 530 053
Horsforth Golf Club
Layton Rise, Horsforth, Leeds,
LS18 5EX
0113 258 6819

Rudding Park Golf Club
Rudding Park, Harrogate,
HG3 1JH
01423 872 100

Huddersfield Golf Club
Fixby Hall, Lightridge Rd, HD2 2EP
01484 426203

Sandburn Hall Golf Club
Flaxton, York, YO60 7RB
01904 469 929

Leeds Golf Club
Elmete Lane, Leeds, LS8 2LJ
0113 265 9203

Eureka
Copt Hill, Houghton le Spring,
DH5 8LU
0191 584 1198
George Paylor Golf
5th Tee,Garesfield Golf Club
Chopwell,
NE17 7AP
07737 963881

Thirsk & Northallerton Golf Club
Thornton le Street, Thirsk, YO7 4AB
01845 525 115

Bradford Golf Club
Hawksworth Lane, Guiseley, LS20 8NP
01943 875570

Dynamic Indoor Golf
Wideopen, Newcastle,
NE13 7BA
0191 481 3590

Woodhall Hills Golf Club
Woodhall Road, Calverley, Pudsey, LS28 5UN
0113 255 4594
Wetherby Golf Club
Linton Lane, Linton, Wetherby, LS22 4JF
01937 580 089

OTHER GOLF OUTLETS
AB Golf
Andy Blythe P.G.A Golf Professional
Middlesbrough Driving Range,
Ladgate Lane, Middlesbrough, TS5 7YZ
01642 300 720
Andy Paisley Golf Centre,
Hexham Golf Club, Spittal Lane,
Hexham, NE46 3RZ
01434 603 072
Aslan Golf
Lizard Lane, Whitburn, NE34 7AF
0191 5294210
Bargain Golf
Seaham Golf Club, Shrewsbury Street,
Seaham, SR7 7RD
0191 5130837
also at: Wearside Golf Club,
Cox Green, Sunderland, SR4 9GT
0191 534 2518
& Hobson Golf Club
Burnopfield, Newcastle, NE16 6BZ
01207 271605
Custom Fit Golf
South Moor Golf Club Superstore
Craghead, Stanley
DH9 6AG
01207 283 525

Philips Golf Discount
Unit 3 Strand Business Centre
Locomotion Way,
Camperdown Ind Est
Killingworth,
NE12 5UJ
0191 268 0008
Riverdale Hotel
Bellingham NE48 2JT
01434 220 254
Snainton Golf Direct
Coast View, Swarland, Felton,
NE65 9JG
01670 787 010
Stokesley Driving Range
Broughton Road, Stokesley
TS9 5JJ
The Golf Bunker
Royal Quays Outlet,
North Shields,
NE29 6DW
0191 258 1598
The Golf Dome
The Sport Domes, Tees Road,
Seaton Carew,
TS25 1DE
01429 800581
The Hobson Golf Range
Hobson Golf Club, Burnopfield,
NE16 6BZ
Tim Jenkins Golf
Cleveland Golf Club,
Majuba Road, Redcar,
TS10 5BJ
01642 471 798
ZFL Golf
Unit 8d,
North Tyne Ind. Estate,
NE12 9SZ
0191 270 2362
SELECTED TOURIST INFORMATION
CENTRES ALNWICK, BELLINGHAM,
BERWICK, CORBRIDGE,
HALTWHISTLE, HEXHAM MORPETH,
NEWCASTLE, ROYAL QUAYS,
SALTBURN, SEAHOUSES WHITLEY
BAY AND SELECTED GOLF CLUBS
IN THE BORDERS AND CUMBRIA
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Whickham Golf Club
Hollinside Park, Fellside Road
Whickham, NE16 5BA
0191 488 1576

The Oaks Golf Club
Aughton Common, Aughton, YO42 4PW
01757 288 577

Moortown Golf Club
Harrogate Road, Leeds, LS17 7DB
0113 268 6521

Direct Golf
Lullingstone Crescent
Stockton-on-Tees, Cleveland,
TS17 5GJ
01642 765 000

directory

Catterick Golf Club
Leyburn Road, Catterick Garrison, DL9 3QE
01748 833 268

NORTHERN

Ravensworth Golf Club
Angel View, Longbank, Gateshead, NE9 7UU
0191 487 6014

from the

bunker

NG: Following Brancepeth Castle Golf
Club’s captains’ weekend (July 12-13),
captains Tony Myers and Marian Goodyear
wrote to say:
“We could not have had a better weekend,
perfect weather combined with a course
in superb condition meant the scoring was
excellent,” Tony said.
Marian added: “Despite a damp start to
the day, the ladies went out to play as the sun
came out. I was delighted to see 39 ladies out
playing and afterwards non-playing members
joined us for the presentation and supper.
Congratulations to Barbara who won the Lady
Captain’s trophy as well as all the other ladies
who collected prizes.”
NG: Well done to all

From left to
right: Marian
Goodyear,
Barbara Parkin,
Jonathan
Gowland and
Tony Myers
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Send your feedback to editor@northerngolfer.co.uk, on
Twitter @negolfer or on facebook.com/northerngolferuk
Please include contact details, photos and videos

NG: Jim Mooney and friends have been in touch after they won our
competition to enjoy a fourball at Matfen Hall. Jim wote:
“On arrival the staff could not have been more friendly. We were taken to
the Keepers Lodge and served with a wholesome bacon bun and coffee.
The fine weather on the day was matched by the course which was in
excellent condition and a tough test for four long in the tooth golfers.
After an enjoyable round we arrived back at the Keepers Lodge to find
a table reserved and set for us. The two-course meal provided was of the
highest quality served by very pleasant staff.
Thanks to the Northern Golfer for providing the prize and again to all
at Matfen.”
NG: You’re very welcome Jim, and you will find this month’s
competitions on page 58

NG: We’ve seen a lot of things here at
Northern Golfer HQ, but this picture from
Alan Smith is the first of its kind in the
office. Playing the par-three third hole at
Gosforth Golf Club, Alan and his playing
partners didn’t have to spend too long
looking for their balls – all three finished
in the same greenside bunker, within four
inches of one another.
Thanks Alan. If you have a great golfing
picture to share email us at
editor@northerngolfer.co.uk

Special Offer until 31st August 2014
Monday to Friday’s from 1pm onwards 18 holes of Golf,
£12.50 per player or a 4 Ball & 2 Buggies £80.00

Welcome to the reader feedback page where you can
tell us your likes, dislikes and funny golfing stories as
well as make suggestions as to what you would like to
see in Northern Golfer

SUMMER SALE NOW ON SAVE £££’S
ON LEADING BRANDS
FANTASTIC DEALS ON SETS OF IRONS

Many golf trolleys
in our sale ie
CUBE £129
NOW £99 +
FREE BROLLEY
HOLDER
SPECIAL
OFFERS ON
MOTOCADDY

Purchase
minimum of
7 Callaway X2
Hot irons this
month and
receive a FREE
GOLF BAG/
WEDGE

TaylorMade irons

FROM ONLY
£289

FREE £100 voucher
when purchasing
Wilson irons (min 7)
FREE Cobra bag
worth £99 with
every purchase of
Cobra irons (while
stocks last)

Buy dozen
Pro V, Mizuno
TP, Calllaway
Speed
Regime, TaylorMade Tour
Preferred or Bridgestone Tour
B330 receive FREE LEATHER
GLOVE WORTH £9.99 ONLY
WITH THIS VOUCHER

OVER 100 SETS IN STOCK - BEST PRICE GUARANTEE + FREE FITTING WITH OUR NEW FLIGHT SCOPE XI - THE LATEST ON THE MARKET

GREAT DEALS ON DRIVERS

TaylorMade Midi, Jetspeed
SLDR drivers & fairway
woods FROM £169
Cleveland - Selected
drivers less than 1/2 price
FROM ONLY £89.99
Wilson/Titleist drivers
to clear - see in store

New Puma
junior range
Various
designs &
colours
1/2 PRICE GOLF
SHIRTS FROM £14.99

Titleist D2 & D3
WERE £269
SALE PRICE £189

New quality,
Cross
clothing in
stock, shirts,
sweater,
waterproof
clothing
20% DISCOUNT if you buy 2
items or more

OVER 200 GOLF BAGS TO CLEAR

Callaway X2 Hot
HOT NOW 45%
OFF RRP - HURRY

Callaway
Euro Chev
cart bag
mrrp £120

Mizuno JPX EZ
NOW 40%
OFF RRP

Wilson 14
way trolley
bags
was £79.99

Snake Eyes
lightweight
stand bags
was £69.99

NOW
£39.99

NOW
£86.99

NOW
£59.99

OVER 100 PUTTERS IN OUR SALE

Baseball Hats Clearance e.g.
Cobra rrp £15.99

NOW £7.99

NEW
Oscar
Jacobson
clothing
in stock
20% DISCOUNT IF YOU BUY
2 OR MORE ITEMS

Odyssey puters TaylorMade, Yes
in stock
putters from only

UPTO
25% OFF

Adams
fairway
woods &
hybrids

UP TO
£30% OFF

£69.99
SAVE ££’s

Wilson
putters rrp
£34.99

NOW
£24.99
NEW
Galvin Green 2014
Spring clothing and
waterproof range
in stock. Massive
savings off 2013 shirts,
insula pullovers and
waterproof clothing
SAVE UP TO 40%
OFF RRP

Big Clearance on Waterproof
jackets & trousers. Galvin Green,
Sunice, Adidas, Stuburt etc
2012/2013 Sunice goretex
jackets £199 NOW 1/2 PRICE
£99 trousers from £39.99
Sympatex breathable jackets
£99 NOW £49.99
HURRY WHILE STOCKS LAST

MD Golf Icon
titanium drivers
£99.00
NOW £49.99.
FAIRWAYS £69.99
NOW £39.99
HURRY!

OVER 200
WEDGES TO
CLEAR ALL
LOFTS
Selected wedges 1/2
price ie Macgregor
£49.99 NOW £24.99

Special offers on golf shoes
FROM £29.99 SAVE £££’S

How to find our
superstore
Leave A1 (m) at junction 63
Chester-le-Street and follow
B693 to Stanley, turn left onto
B6532 (Asda roundabout), follow
road to to end and turn right, pass
Blomfomtein School and follow
sign to South Moor Golf Club

Discount Golf Equipment

Shaun Cowell PGA Golf Professional - Tel: 01207 283 525
South Moor Golf Club Superstore, Craghead, Stanley, DH9 6AG

Open Mon - Sun
9am - 6pm
Early opening
at weekends
All major credit
cards accepted

