FREE

AT GOLF CLUBS IN THE NORTH EAST AND YORKSHIRE - ISSUE

NORTHERN

APRIL 2014

22

INSIDE

64
PAGES

OF GOLF FACES,
PLACES AND ACES
www.northerngolfer.co.uk

REVIEWED.

win

PONTEFRACT
CHESTER-LE-STREET

FOURBALLS

AT MATFEN HALL
UGH
AND FLAMBORO

TURNING PRO.

GARRICK
PORTEOUS

Coaching
Masterclass
John Harrison talks about life on and off the course

WIN A PLACE IN REDCAR, SALTBURN & HARTLEPOOL GOLF WEEK

PRING SALE SPRNG SALE • SPRING SALE SPRNG S

Golf Discount
Flightscope and Golf Science Centre

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

www.facebook.com/philipsgolfdiscount

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER

@philipsgolfne
OPENING TIMES: Mon 9am-6pm, Tue - Thurs 9pm - 7pm Fri-Sat 9am-6pm Sun 10am-4pm

NEW WEBSITE, BUY NOW ONLINE

SPRING SALE 1ST - 30TH APRIL
NEW WEBSITE - BUY ONLINE - NEXT DAY DELIVERY

WWW.PHILIPSGOLF.CO.UK

UPTO

30%

GALVIN
GREEN

25%

AND
OFF
WATERPROOFS
OFF APPAREL
UPTO

UPTO

30% ASHWORTH 20%
OFF

APPAREL AND
WATERPROOFS

OFF

PUMA

ALL SHOES
AND APPAREL

NIKE

APPAREL AND
WATERPROOFS

20%

ADIDAS
APPAREL AND
WATERPROOFS

20%

20%

STUBURT

TAYLORMADE

UPTO

OFF

OFF

APPAREL AND
WATERPROOFS

TAYLORMADE

TAYLORMADE

ADAMS

£189 +

FROM £299

WERE £699

TITLEIST

CALLAWAY

JETSPEED DRIVER

FREE GOLF BALLS

GOLF BAGS

CART & CARRY 14 WAY DIVIDER

FROM £59.99

RBZ HP IRONS

SM5 WEDGES

LOWEST PRICE

CMB FORGED IRONS

NOW £349

NOW IN
STOCK

UPTO

OFF

PING

APPAREL AND
WATERPROOFS

SLDR DRIVER

£289 +

FREE GOLF BALLS

MIZUNO
50%

OFF

X2 HOT DRIVER

JPX EZ DRIVER

£229 +

FREE HYBRID

ADIDAS

£225

ADIZERO ONE
SHOES

FROM £99

CALLAWAY

CALLAWAY

POWAKADDY

MOTOCADDY

£355 + FREE BALLS
WHILE STOCKS LAST

£310 + FREE BALLS
WHILE STOCKS LAST

FROM £295
+FREE SERVICE

FROM £295
+FREE SERVICE

BIG BERTHA ALPHA DRIVER

BIG BERTHA DRIVER

ELECTRIC TROLLEYS

ELECTRIC TROLLEYS

RE-GRIPPING

CLUB REPAIRS

TITLEIST

CALLAWAY

FROM £20

FROM £12

£29.99

WERE £799

FREE FITTING FULL SET

RE-SHAFTING

PING

BUY

FROM
£375

RECEIVE FREE BAG

G25 IRONS

Authorised Powakaddy Repair Centre

ALL STYLES OF POWAKADDY IN STOCK

7 CALLAWAY
X2 HOT IRONS

Authorised Hill Billy
Stockists & Repair Centre

PRO V1

PER DOZEN WHILST STOCKS LAST

NEW 2014
GOLF BALLS

TAYLORMADE PROJECT A, CALLAWAY,
NIKE, SRIXON, WILSON, TITLESIST ETC

Authorised Stockist.

APEX & APEX PRO

NOW £699

PING

NEW IN LADIES
2014 APPAREL

SAVE £££’S
NEW DELAVAL, BLYTH,
NORTHUMBERLAND
NE24 4DB
01670 540110

PRNG SALE • SPRING SALE SPRNG SALE • SPRING SA

Unit 3 Strand Business Centre,
Locomotion Way, Camperdown
Industrial Estate, Killingworth,
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE12 5UJ
TELEPHONE 0191 2680008
email: phil@philipsgolf.co.uk

golfer
NOR THERN

EDITOR
Paul Robertson
editor@northerngolfer.co.uk
CONTRIBUTORS
Alan Hedley
07570 797 566
ahedley@northerngolfer.co.uk
Paul Corney
07521 389 536
pcorney@northerngolfer.co.uk
Dean Bailey
07792 608 162
dean@offstonepublishing.co.uk
Neil Whinham (Whitburn)
0191 529 2144
ADVERTISING MANAGER
Gillian Corney 01661 844 115
Mobile: 07903 500 401
gillian@offstonepublishing.co.uk
PHOTOGRAPHY
Peter Skelton
www.photo-psp.co.uk

ADVERTISING

01661 844 115
Follow us
@negolfer

Like us
/northerngolferuk

EDITOR’S NOTE AND CONTENTS
By the time you are reading this you will either be sweating
on whether your favourite is about to be the US Masters champion or
you’ll already know who is wearing the world’s most famous
green jacket.
One thing is for sure, the magnificent sight of Augusta National
means the real golfing season is underway. Once again cards are in
hand and handicaps are on the line.
The first few drives from the competition tees feel more difficult
than normal after a winter on forward or temporary tees or not
playing at all, but it is a great to know that the worst of the weather is
(hopefully) behind us.
To warm you up for the season ahead, this issue highlights one of
the region’s best known golfers John Harrison, who is still going strong
on and off the course, alongside the man who is about to become the
region’s newest pro - Garrick Porteous.
We also have the fascinating story of how two members at Wilton
have become wildlife warriors with a scheme to create hundreds of
birdies on their course. We would be interested to hear how your club
is giving a helping hand to wildlife who enjoy our courses as much
as we do.
Northern Golfer is also proud to announce its first charity day at
Close House on July 9 for No Strings. We hope to make it an annual
event for various charities at different courses.
It isn’t just about us. We are always happy to publicise charity days
for so many great causes and there is a round up of the latest ones on
pages 18 and 19. Let us know if you are organising an event.
Our course reviews take in beautiful Chester-le-Street and
Pontefract and District while we take a trip over the border to see what
is on offer in East Lothian.
We take a look at some of the winners over the past few weeks and
at a series of initiatives to get more people involved in the game we all
love. In fact there are 64 pages packed with news, views and reviews.
Enjoy and see you next month.
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9am - 5.30pm
Mon - Sat

Trolley Service & Repairs
Motocaddy, Powakaddy, Hillbilly & More

£20 P/Ex*

For your old trolley battery
Against Litepower Lithium Battery, £179 after P/Ex

*

Compare your driver against Taylormade SLDR,
Cleveland 588, Wilson Tour M3 - Free Test by Appointment
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GoKart Electric
Trolley - Compact,
Superlight &
Powerful
from £269

Rory McIlroy and Sir Nick Faldo

Guaranteed £100
Minimum Part Exchange
(any set/condition)
against many custom
built iron sets

Faldo’s search
for next star
Yorkshire course to host a competition which was
won by a young Rory McIlroy among others

FREE Loft & Lie Check
by Appointment.

Repairs & Re-grips

FREE Accessory with every
Motocaddy Electric Golf Trolley

We stock batteries, chargers & spares
for all leading trolley brands

www.zflgolf.co.uk

T: 0191 2702362
E: info@zflgolf.co.uk
Unit 8d, North Tyne Ind. Estate, NE12 9SZ
Opposite ASDA Benton. Two minutes from
A19 Whitley Bay Exit on A191 Old Coast Road
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T

he Faldo Series will get its
UK season under way this
month when it returns to
Moortown in Leeds.
A full field of 75 boys and 18 girls
is confirmed for the new 54-hole
England North Championship
and six-times Major winner Faldo
is delighted.
“As qualifiers for the World
Amateur Golf Ranking, the 2014
UK Championships have become
a more important and significant
opportunity for these young golfers,”
said Sir Nick.
“We are excited about bringing
the Series back to Moortown,
the venue where I won my 11th
European Tour title. It will be an
excellent test for all the players and I
am looking forward to spending time
with the winners at the Grand Final
in October.”
Moortown is equally delighted
to be hosting the event which has
attracted a stellar field including the
2012 Faldo Series Champions Jack
Singh-Brar and Rochelle Morris.
Several England squad members

have also entered, plus golfers from
as far afield as Latvia. The winner of
each division – three boys and a girl
– plus the girls’ runner-up will join
Faldo at the season-ending Faldo
Series Grand Final at The Greenbrier,
West Virginia, US.
“It is an honour to once again
host the Faldo Series,” said Peter
Rishworth, secretary/manager of
Moortown. “Everyone at Moortown
is looking forward to the week
and we plan to set a fair but
challenging course which will befit
the high quality of golfer involved in
the event.”
Established in 1996, 40 Faldo
Series tournaments now take
place in 30 countries around the
world with more than 7,000 golfers
participating each year. Past
winners include Major Champions
Rory McIlroy and Yani Tseng.
In September 2014 Faldo will
begin taking students at a full-time
residential academy for education
and golf development in America.
For more information on the Faldo
Series visit www.nickfaldo.com

TEEINGOFF

Smith takes
county honour
Junior scoops player of the year ahead of a new season,
which he hopes will prove as successful as last

C

lose House’s Craig Smith picked up the
Northumberland Player of the Year
prize at the junior county presentation
evening earlier this year.
Smith, a five handicapper, won the County
Match Play and County Stroke Play titles in 2013
at Tynemouth and Seahouses respectively.
Craig said, “I played pretty well last season. I
seemed to play well at the start of the season and
then continued that form throughout. I didn’t
really change much during the season and I think
that really helped me stay competitive.”
Craig won one of the toughest events of
the year, the Match Play Championship, a
week-long event that attracts the county’s
best young players. “A lot of my early matches
were quite tough, obviously all the games are
tough, but those early ones could have gone
either way. I managed to control my nerves and
scrape through.

“I played Connor Turnbull from Tynemouth
in the final and that was probably the best game I
played all week. We were pretty even early on but
I really played well in the middle of the round and
pulled away a little bit [winning the match 5&4],”
he added.
Craig then headed to the Stroke Play
Championship at Seahouses and put together
rounds of 65, 69 (two-under and two-over) to win
his second title of the season.
He was selected for the junior county team
during the season and impressed in his games.
“I really enjoyed playing for the county and it’s a
shame I’m too old to play for them this season.”
Smith is looking forward to progressing into
the men’s county ranks and impressing at the
opening event, the North & South at Close House
on May 3. “The big one for me will obviously be
the North & South. Hopefully I can put a good
score together in that.”

Craig Smith

Bedlingtonshire Golf Club

Passionate about golf
Visitors Welcome
Green fees from £20.00
per person

Golf Societies
Book your 2014
outing NOW!

Memberships

All catergories available

For further details of all
the above telephone the
Secretary 01670 822457

email: secretary@bedlingtongolfclub.com
www.bedlingtongolf.com
Acorn Bank, Hartford Road, Bedlington, Northumberland, NE22 6AA
NORTHERN GOLFER 05

TEEINGOFF

Scott’s royal
reflections

Scott Macpherson
Close House designer Scott
Macpherson has written a new
book on Royal golf clubs.
The Royal and Ancient Golf Club
of St Andrews commissioned the
book which celebrates the 65 golf
clubs throughout the world that have
been conferred the royal title by the
British Royal Family.
It was commissioned to mark the
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and has
been written by Macpherson, who
is perhaps more well known for his
golf course designs, especially here
in the North East, where he was
responsible for the Colt course at
Graham Wylie's multi-million pound
Close House development.
Golf’s Royal Clubs: Honoured by
the British Royal Family 1833-2013
is a comprehensive guide to this
unique group of golf clubs.
The book profiles each royal golf
club and recounts their journeys
towards acquiring the royal title
and their relationship with the
Royal Family.
The Duke of York, Captain of
The Royal and Ancient Golf Club of
St Andrews in 2003-04, provides
the foreword.
The official book launch took
place in February at Royal Wellington
Golf Club in New Zealand,
coinciding with the opening of the
club’s Championship course that has
been redesigned by Macpherson
and former European Tour player
Greg Turner.
The first royal club was created
by King William IV in 1833 when he
conferred the royal title on the Perth
Golfing Society in Scotland.
The act heralded a new chapter
in the relationship between the
British Royal Family and golf,
and successive sovereigns have
continued to grant the royal title to
golf clubs throughout the world.
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Close
House’s
John
Glendinning
(centre)
receiving
his award

Close to the action
John Glendinning named national golf manager of the
year on a good night for our clubs

C

lose House Golf general manager
John Glendinning picked up the
prestigious National Golf Manager of
the Year Award at the 59Club annual
celebration at the Belfry in February, beating
managers from the UK’s best golf clubs including
Wentworth, Celtic Manor, The Belfry and
Stoke Park.
Rockliffe Hall in Darlington picked up a gold
flag resort prize, while silver flags were awarded
to De Vere Slaley Hall and Close House.
The awards highlight the very best in the golf
industry, across 18 categories, and celebrate the
achievements of the outstanding individuals,
teams and venues.
“It was such a shock to win the award up
against such strong candidates. To receive this
award from Simon (Wordsworth) and the 59Club
team was such a privilege,” said Glendinning.
“It is a real privilege to be recognised by my
peers and this award is for the team at Close
House as they help and support me every day. It
is fabulous that the quality of service we deliver to
our members has been recognised”.
Keith Pickard, regional golf director for De
Vere, which picked up a hat-trick of awards on
the night said: “It is always an honour to have
the excellent service at our resorts recognised
by industry experts at these awards, and it is

testament to the hard work and consistently high
standards of each team across the portfolio.”
Simon Wordsworth, 59Club’s chief executive
and a fellow of the PGA said: “It is a privilege
for us to welcome the very best individuals and
teams in our industry every year – and as you can
see from the full list of winners, success stories
can be found in all areas of the industry.
“The awards are unique in that they are based
on real data collected throughout the past year
– and huge congratulation to the individuals
and teams who have come out on top – a true
testament to their hard work.”
A total of 14 awards were handed out, plus 10
silver and eight highly prized gold flag honours.
Wentworth was crowned the ultimate golf
members’ club, while four-time Ryder Cup venue
The Belfry secured the accolade of ultimate
golf resort.
Gold flag – resorts The Belfry, Celtic Manor,
Rockliffe Hall, Marriott Forest of Arden
Gold flag – members’ clubs Al Badia, Stoke
Park, Dubai Golf – Dubai Creek, Wentworth Club.
Silver flag – resorts Formby Hall, De Vere
Belton Woods, De Vere Slaley Hall, Close House,
The Duke’s St Andrews, De Vere Cameron House
(The Carrick), Goodwood
Silver flag – members’ clubs Brocket Hall,
Dubai Golf – The Emirates Club, Broadstone.

TEEINGOFF

Turkey trot
for men
of Waugh
Team produce an
outstanding display to scoop
one of Europe’s top pro ams

H

exham Golf Club-based Phil Waugh
and his team recorded a convincing
14-point victory in the TGI Golf
Partnership Team Challenge, one of
the largest pro am events in Europe.
Waugh and his amateur teammates Roger
Jones, Steve Cram and Simon Martin finished
top of the 53-team leaderboard at Cornelia Golf
Club, with a total of 257 stableford points in the
54-hole event.
Rounds of 83, 88 and 86 points saw Waugh –
who is based at Hexham GC with PGA in England
and Wales (North) captain Andy Paisley – and
his team claim the trophy, ahead of Pitreavie pro

Phil Waugh. Inset: the winning team
Andy Brookes and his team, who finished on 243
points. “I’ve played in a number of pro am events
across Europe, but the TGI Team Challenge is
without doubt the best I’ve played,” said Waugh.
“From the outstanding organisation from
the TGI team and the course to the five star
accommodation everything has been amazing
for all of us.
“Coming into a 53-team event you just want to

play well and enjoy your golf, so to finish above 52
other teams is beyond expectations – especially
after our practice round when we struggled,
I thought we were in for a tough week, but I
couldn’t have been more wrong.”
Waugh and his team will return to Turkey next
year to defend their title after TGI Golf and the
five-star Cornelia Diamond resort announced an
agreement to stage the event until 2016.
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Rock enrol
Rockliffe Hall has introduced
a new membership category in
response to growing demand.
As well as the full resort
membership, which includes full
access to the spa and leisure
facilities, Rockliffe is now also
offering a golf only option which
gives full seven day playing rights
on the championship course.
Nick Holmes, managing director
of Rockliffe Hall, explained:
“Following the European Tour
event success last year we’ve
experienced a real upsurge in
membership enquiries.
“That’s why we have added
a new category of membership
which will suit either players new
to golf or those at the top of
their game.
“The Resort membership
remains our most popular category
thanks to its value offering full spa
use. However, we recognise some
people do just want to come and
play golf on a great course and
be part of a nationally-recognised
golf club that offers a unique
experience from the course and
the clubhouse to exceptional staff,
socialising and some tremendous
member competitions throughout
the year.”
Rockliffe Hall was also named
as one of the best golf clubs
in Europe at a recent awards
ceremony, picking up the 59Club’s
prestigious Gold Flag award,
recognising the best in the sector.
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2013
English
Senior Open
champion
Steen
Tinning

Hall gives Heroes
Senior support
The return of the English Senior Open to Rockliffe Hall
includes a charity partnership and plans for 10,000 fans

R

ockliffe Hall has unveiled its plans for
the return of the English Senior Open
in August.
Following the success of last year’s
first staging of the tournament at the Hurworth
course, European Senior Tour officials joined club
representatives at the County Durham venue this
month to announce details of the tournament.
This year’s tournament will include a charity
partnership with Catterick-based Help for Heroes
Phoenix House Recovery Centre, which works
with recovering veterans and service personnel.
A team of service veterans from Phoenix
House will play in the tournament pro am on
August 21, they will be sponsored by Rockliffe
Hall and will undergo a period of intensive golf
coaching with the club’s PGA professionals
between now and August so they are as ready as
they can be to compete.
Paul Wesselingh, last year’s Senior Tour Order
or Merit winner, was at the launch and he will be
will be among the favourites to win this
year’s tournament.
The inaugural winner Steen Tinning, who
scooped the top cheque in front of a packed house
having broken the course record with a 63 on the
Saturday, hopes to return to defend the title.
The club is expecting 10,000 spectators during
the three day event, which takes place on the

Bank Holiday weekend, from Friday, August 22
until Sunday, August 24.
Warwick Brindle, chairman of Rockliffe Hall,
said: “This year’s English Senior Open promises to
be even bigger and better after the outstanding
success of last year.
“We were incredibly buoyed by how much
interest there was in the tournament as it was
a new addition to the European Senior Tour in
2013. People travelled from all over the North to
watch and the feedback we had was superb.
“This year will be even more exciting as we’re
hoping for some more major names and we also
have a nominated charity partner. The Phoenix
House veterans are so enthusiastic to take part in
the pro am and it’s going to be really interesting to
see how they develop their game with our pros in
the coming months.”
The tour is also happy to be back; managing
director Andy Stubbs adding: “The inaugural
English Senior Open at Rockliffe Hall was a great
success and witnessed one of the performances
of the year when Steen Tinning held off the
magnificent challenge from Santiago Luna.
“All of the European Senior Tour players
remarked on the wonderful facilities and
the hospitality shown to them by the staff
and the warm reception from the local
golfing community.”

Race is on
for juniors

D

urham’s successful junior
golf order of merit – the
Mizuno Race2Rockliffe
– continues to go from
strength to strength.
This year’s competition will
feature new qualifying events after a
season in which more than 140 boys
and girls played over 800 rounds
of golf between them in a bid to be
one of finalists.
There will be 16 qualifying events
this year starting with the Durham
County Junior Golf Society Spring
Meeting at Hartlepool on April
17, building up to the grand final
on August 31.
The Mizuno Race2Rockliffe is
now in its fourth year and is proving
an ideal environment in which
young golfers can develop their skills
by playing competitively against
those of a similar ability on a variety
of courses.
Carl Moorfoot, from Woodham,
became the event’s third champion,
winning a set of Mizuno clubs, while
Natasha Martin (pictured with
Durham CGP’s county development
officer Jonathan Ward), from
Beamish Park, won the 2013 nett
championship.
The Race 2 Rockliffe order of
merit is again completely free to
enter and open to any club member
in County Durham with a CONGU
Handicap (max 28 boys/36 girls)

aged under 21 on January 1, 2014.
Jonathan Ward said: “We
are delighted with the way the
Race2Rockliffe continues to develop
as one of the country’s premier order
of merit competitions for juniors.
“Competing on different courses
against players of a similar ability is
a great way for the young players to
develop their golfing skills and test
themselves against their peers.
“Thanks to the continuing
support of Mizuno and Rockliffe
Hall, the end of season final will
again be a day to remember with
some great prizes on offer and a golf
course to match.”
Players can find further
information, registration details and
rules by visiting the Durham County
Golf Partnership website
www.durhamgolfpartnership.com
The Durham CGP is also looking
for further sponsors to support the
cost of scoreboards, trophies and
banners at the final.
Contact Jonathan at
durhamcdo@hotmail.com

No cut but an ace
for Graeme Storm
Northern Golfer columnist Graeme
Storm had reason to celebrate
at this year’s Trophee Hassan II
in Morocco, despite missing the
halfway cut.
Storm made a hole-in-one at
the par three 16th on the Golf
Du Palais Royal on his way to a
second round 76.
“That’s two hole-in-ones I have
hit in the last two years,” Storm said.
“Last year in Joburg I hit a hole-in-one
to make the cut; this year I didn’t quite
make it.

Storm wasn’t certain where his
seven-iron on the 210-yard had
ended up.
“It was unbelievable. There were
hardly any spectators. I knew I’d hit a
good shot and I saw two guys jumping
up and down around the green,”
he added. “I was wondering ‘has it
gone in, or is it close to the flag?’ I was
struggling to make the cut and then
I hit that.” Storm has made just two
cuts on this season’s European Tour at
the time we went to print.
Read Storm’s column on page 47
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MEMBERSHIPS
All categories available
telephone the Secretary
on 0191 2621973

SOCIETIES
Great choice of packages available
including weekends
Telephone the Pro Shop
on 0191 2624231

GREEN FEES
Monday-Friday - £15 round
Weekends - £18 round
Monday - Sunday 4 Ball £50.00
Book online - www.centurionpark.com

DRIVING RANGE
50 balls £1.00 - 100 balls £2.00
Rheydt Avenue, Wallsend, NE28 8SU
www.centurionpark.com

Richmond (Yorks) Golf Club
Set in the heart of the Yorkshire Dales

SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY
FULL MEMBERSHIP OFFER

Available for the remainder of the year for an
introductory offer of only £399

SUMMER SOCIETY PACKAGES

Including limited availability on Sundays

ONLINE BOOKING

Now available for visitors and Open Events please
visit www.richmondyorksgolfclub.co.uk
For more details contact
the Professional or Secretary on 01748 823231
email: secretary@richmondyorksgolfclub.co.uk
Visit our website: www.richmondyorksgolfclub.co.uk
Bend Hagg, Richmond, North Yorkshire, DL10 5EX
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Porteous
painting a
bright future
Bamburgh’s British Amateur champion
will finish the Masters by joining the
professional ranks, Alan Hedley reports

E

very golfer dreams of being
good enough to compete
at the highest level.
For most of us, it is
simply a pipe dream and the best
we’re ever likely to achieve is an
occasional win in the monthly medal
or picking up the pot at the weekly
stableford with your mates.
But Garrick Porteous really is
living the dream because this month
the British Amateur Champion and
Walker Cup player from Morpeth
turns pro and enters a new world.
It’s a world packed with
opportunity and fraught with
danger. Golf is littered with players
who enjoyed star-studded amateur
careers, yet failed to make the step
up to the pro ranks and, make no
mistake, it is a big step up.
Porteous already has had a taste
of the big time. He was in South
Africa last month to continue his
golfing education with his second
foray on the European Tour.
Chubby Chandler’s ISM group,
with whom he has signed, secured
an invitation to play in the
Tshwane Open.
It was the 23-year-old’s second
European Tour event. He played in
last year’s Alfred Dunhill Masters
where he made the cut and finished
tied 14th. It could have meant a
healthy cheque but, quite rightly, he’d
delayed his entry into the pro ranks
to play in the Masters.
He’s also played in a couple of
European Challenge Tour events
and while he missed the cut at
the Tshwane Open, it was still
invaluable experience.
His first European Tour event as a
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professional will be later this
month with an invite to the
Malaysian Open.
“I’ve been sorting out a schedule
with ISM and Chubby and if I make
use of the invitations I hope to get,
chances are I may not have to go to
the qualifying school at the end of
the year,” said Garrick
“It wouldn’t be the end of the
world if I did have to do that. Plenty
of other players have had to go down
that route. I feel like I’m ready to turn
pro - it’s the right time in my
golfing career.”
Porteous enjoyed a superb 2013
which included winning the British
Amateur, the Scottish Strokeplay
Championship and representing GB
and Ireland in the 44th Walker Cup.
He was also runner-up in the
Welsh Strokeplay and helped
England win both the European
Nations Cup in Spain and the
European Teams Championship in
Denmark. He is clearly ready for the
step up with an experienced head
on young shoulders after spending
four years at Tennessee University
in the US which has made him selfpossessed and organised.
“I have a good backroom team
and it’s paid off in the last year
or so,” he explained. “I work on
strength and conditioning with Nick
Grantham, from Complete Football
next to Parklands Golf Club and he
also works with several
Premiership teams.
“And then there’s Darren Wigg at
Newcastle Physiotherapy in Great
Park. He works with international
swimmers and was involved with the
2012 Olympics. I’ve seen some great

Garrick
Porteous

results from working with them and
also with Craig Wayman at Dynamic
Indoor Golf.
“Craig has helped me quite a bit
with my clubs to make sure they are
up to standard and I’ve been able
to practice there during the winter
when the weather has been bad.
“I did learn a lot being over in
the US at university and how to look
after myself, but you do have to have
a good team behind you.”
That includes a supportive family
in dad John, mum Sian and sister
Angharad, who is a county golfer
herself with Northumberland and
is studying for her PhD at Stanford
University in the US.
“I started playing because of my
dad just hitting the ball around the
back garden. I didn’t get my first
handicap until I was nine or 10, but
I never took golf really seriously
until I was about 17. I did play a
lot of rugby and I have to admit it

GARRICKPORTEOUS

Ravensworth Golf Club
www.ravensworthgolfclub.co.uk

NEW MEMBERS SPECIAL 2014

7 Day £565 - 5 Day £498 • NEW Flexi Golf - EZ4U £175 + £9 per round includes Congu Handicap (subject to T&C’s) • NEW GO2O - £220
(20 Mid Week rounds of golf/ includes mid week comps subject to entry fees)
VISITORS SPECIAL
Fish & Chip Fridays - 18 Holes of golf followed by Fish & Chips £19.00 per person.
Minimum 10 players
EASTER WEEKEND OPENS:
Good Friday 18th April Yellow Peril Open, Visitors £40.00 per 4 man team
Easter Saturday 19th April
Singles Stableford Open, Visitors £10 per person
Monday 5th May
Societies &
Macmillan Cancer Charity Day £80 per team of 4,
Visitors Welcome
includes a meal after the golf. Excellent Prize Table
CORPORATE MEMBERSHIPS
now available from £1000 + vat for 12 months
Contact us for further details

Sat & Sun

contact the golf shop
on 0191 4876014

VISITOR/CORPORATE & CHARITY DATES AVAILABLE

Angel View, Long Bank, Wrekenton, Gateshead, NE9 7NE
Email: info@ravensworthgolfclub.co.uk

LEDA DISCOUNT
GOLF CENTRE

Roseberry Grange Golf Club

was a possible career path. I played
for the county and had North
of England trials and Newcastle
Falcons came on wanting me to join
their academy.
“I did grow up playing with
Will Welch, who’s now the Falcons
skipper, but the rugby and golf
seasons were overlapping and
I had to make a decision. I was
leaning towards going to college in
the States and it was a pretty easy
decision at the end of the day.”
It was a decision also made
easier by Garrick’s interest in art and
photography - his mother Sian was
once a resident artist at the Victoria
and Albert museum in London and he has clearly inherited her gift
as he graduated from Tennessee
University with a degree in Studio
Art alongside a very successful
record in collegiate golf.
“My main focus now is obviously
golf, but I’m still tinkering around

with my art and photography,” he
said, “but I haven’t done any major
stuff for a while, just some little bits
and bobs here and there because I’ve
been concentrating on my golf and
getting in enough practice.
“However, I do find it is a way of
taking my mind off the golf and you
need that. I like the photography
side of things but you do need a
lot of time to do it. You need the
right light and you have to go out
exploring quite a bit to find that.
It’s a bit difficult to fit that in when
you’re practising, playing golf and
doing the fitness thing.”
So what would be Garrick’s
ideal end to 2014? “A place on the
European Tour would be unreal,” is
the reply. “It would be a long way to
have come in a relatively short space
of time. If I have to go to tour school
and, hopefully, make it on to the tour
next year that way then I would also
be very happy.”

PING
DEMO DAY!
Wednesday 16th April - 1pm - 5pm

Ring NOW to book your appointment
Try all the latest Ping equipment including the i25 range!!

SPRING OFFERS

TAYLORMADE RBZ STAGE 2 - NOW 20 % OFF
COBRA AMP CELL 2013 RANGE NOW 20% OFF
PING 2013 CLOTHING NOW 25% OFF • ALL 2013 SHOES NOW 20% OFF
NEW 2014 COBRA BIO CELL, ADAMS AND TAYLORMADE JETSPEED DRIVERS,
FAIRWAYS & HYBRIDS IN STOCK
NEW 2014 STOCK ARRIVING DAILY INCLUDING LEFT HAND & SENIORS
NEW POWAKADDY RANGE DUE IN AT ANYTIME
GET YOUR TROLLEY SERVICED READY FOR THE NEW SEASON
- FREE BATTERY CHECK!
ALL ELECTRIC TROLLEY BATTERIES IN STOCK FROM £65 ALSO LITHIUM
TRY BEFORE YOU BUY ON OUR DRIVING RANGE! SAME DAY RE-GRIPPING SERVICE
FREE ACCESSORY
WITH EVERY GREENHILL ELECTRIC TROLLEY PURCHASED
WE ARE STILL THE NORTH’S ONLY PREMIER
POWAKADDY AND HILLBILLY SERVICE
AND REPAIR CENTRE

Tel 0191 3701757
Open 7 days 9am - 4pm

Roseberry Grange Golf Club, Chester le Street, DH2 3NF
Find us on facebook www.facebook.com/ledagolf
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Edwards
wins in
Portugal

Simon Edwards
Simon Edwards went on a
birdie spree during the PGA
North Taylor Made Overseas
pro am in Portugal.
The Windermere professional
reeled off 23 of them over four
rounds with an eagle thrown in
for good measure.
And with form like that it was
hardly surprising he won by a
total of nine shots.
Edwards, who prevailed in
the corresponding event last year,
trailed Mossock Hall’s David
Shacklady by a shot after posting
a 69 in the first round
at Oceanico.
He added a 67 the next day
at Laranjal, a 65 at Quinta Do
Lago then closed with a 69 at
Monte Rei to leave the rest of the
field trailing in his wake.
Richard O’Hanlon, from
Cornwall club The Point at
Polzeath, claimed second place,
two strokes ahead of Oak Royal’s
Jeff Mathews.
Results 270 Simon Edwards
(Windermere) 69 67 65 69;
279 Richard O’Hanlon (The
Point at Polzeath) 69 70 68 72;
281 Jeff Mathews (Oak Royal)
73 68 70 70; 283 Ryan O’Neill
(Penwortham) 69 67 71 76;
285 David Shacklady (Mossock
Hall) 68 69 73 75
12 NORTHERN GOLFER

Brass
Castle golf
course

Saint is king of
Brass Castle

Ken to skipper Middlesbrough Brass men as Pam Bruce
leads the ladies with exciting new events planned

O

ne Teesside club set for a flying
start to the new season is
Middlesbrough Brass Castle.
For those readers who have
long memories the name Ken Saint may
conjure one or two flashbacks.
A talented left-hander, Ken played county
and national amateur golf and then turned pro
and played all around the world.
Now in the autumn years of his career and
back in the amateur ranks, he is proud to have
been appointed captain of Middlesbrough
along with ladies captain Pam Bruce this
year as the club gears up for an exciting
and challenging year with both new and
established events planned.
A new venture will see the club host the
NE/NW PGA Pro-Series winter league event
later this month.
Around 60 pros from across the region will
tee it up on April 28 for a tournament that
counts towards the regional order of merit.
Middlesbrough will be joining other
prestigious venues such as Close House,
Rockcliffe Hall, Goswick and Whitley Bay in
hosting the Pro Series.

Ken said: “If you are looking for a
memorable day out on a superb course, where
you will be royally looked after, come and
enjoy our hospitality. You never know you
might even see an old ‘cuddy whifter’ on the
practice ground looking to recreate his
former glories.”
On May 9 Middlesbrough will welcome
back the pros when they stage a pro am,
organised by cub pro Gordon Cattrell and the
club are seeking local business support and are
anticipating a large number of entries.
The pro am will be part of the club’s new
month-long initiative, Get Into Golf, which is
is backed by England Golf and supported by
Sport England.
The prestigious North of England Amateur
Youth Championships also returns to Brass
Castle on August 4 - previous entrants have
included the likes of Sandy Lyle and Colin
Montgomerie - and the club takes great pride
in being the home of this major amateur event.
The club has also taken delivery of a fleet
of new electric buggies and there have been a
number of enhancements made to the course
over the winter period.

TEEINGOFF

Student prince
Another fantastic victory for the
Darlington geography student putting
his name on the map

A

ndrew Wilson took up
where he left off last
year when he won on
the British Universities
Student Tour in Scotland.
The Northumbria University
geography student from Darlington
headed the men’s 54-hole
tournament at Dundonald Links by
four shots from Edinburgh’s Stuart
McLaren with 72 75 77 in windy and
cold conditions.
Wilson had a week to remember
last year when he won the
North of England Youths title at
Middlesbrough and then three days
later helped his club Darlington
lift the Durham County Clubs
Championship at Beamish.
Wilson only started playing in
national events last year because he

had the backing of his Northumbria
University golf scholarship, the Royal
and Ancient bursary scheme and his
mum and dad, Carole and Brian.
He hopes to turn pro after
completing his degree and he is able
to work with Ralph Givens, James
Cousins and through Northumbria
University, Jonathan Lupton.
Meanwhile, two North East
colleges finished in the top five in
Andrew Wilson receives the North of England Trophy from
the British Colleges Sport Open
Middlesbrough captain Paul Harris
Championship at St Andrew’s.
Durham Sixth Form Centre
of the winners, Balby Academy
In the individual gross,
finished fourth and Hartlepool
of Sport.
Macmanus was the highest placed
College of Further Education
That was the same total posted
from the region with a 147 for his
claimed fifth place out of 19 teams.
by Hartlepool’s quartet of Tom
two rounds and Conley was three
Durham’s team of Aaron
Nicholson, Matthew Davison,
shots further back.
Macmanus, Jonathan Cossar, Jake
Jonathan Conley and Robbie Bailey
Hartlepool also qualified to
Herron and Tom Skelton carded a
and that was one place higher than
play in the British College Sports
461 total, which was 14 shots shy
their sixth spot 12 months ago.
National Championship in Bath.

No1 Choice for Captain’s Trips and Away Days
Home to Super Leagues Best Golfer – Tuesday 24 June 2014

Alnmouth Golf Club, Foxton Hall
Northumberland’s Hidden Gem

Dormy House Golf Breaks 2014

English Tourism 3 Star Accommodation
Dinner, Bed and Breakfast with 2 Rounds of Golf
FROM £82 PER PERSON
2 Night Break with 3 Rounds of Golf from a choice
of Northumberland Golf Courses FROM £195 per person

GREAT VALUE – BOOK NOW

RNLI Stableford Singles Open
Sunday 4th May - £15 per person

Open to Men and Ladies

Telephone 01665 830231 to book

2014 Spring/Summer Group Golf Packages from as little as £18.00pp
Coffee, 18 holes, 1 course meal £27.95
C&B, 18 holes, 2 course meal £34.00
Weekend Golfing Breaks inc B&B at 4* Weetwood Hall
from only £62.00pp
• 18 Hole Championship Golf Course • 22 Bay Floodlit Driving Range
• Fully Licensed Bar & Restaurant • Private Function Room to Hire
• PGA Teaching Academy • Open to the public 7 days a week

VISITORS WELCOME THROUGHOUT THE SUMMER
GREEN FEES £15 AFTER 3pm • BOOK ONLINE

Alnmouth Golf Club, Foxton Hall, Alnmouth, Northumberland, NE66 3BE
Tel: 01665 830231 - E: bookings@alnmouthgolfclub.com
www.alnmouthgolfclub.com Follow us on Facebook

Tel: 0113 230 0641 www.cookridgehall.co.uk

Cookridge Hall Golf Club, Cookridge Lane, Leeds, LS16 7NL
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Pwllheli Golf Club

Looking to play golf in North Wales?
Pwllheli Golf Club welcomes societies and visitors
Earlybird & Twilightrates available

20% Discount to readers of Northern Golfer
(Mention when you ring!)

Telephone the Manager or Professional on 01758 701644
email: admin@pwllheligolfclub.co.uk visit our website: www.clwbgolffpwllheli.com
Golf Road, Pwllheli, North Wales, LL535PS

Westerhope Golf Club
MEMBERSHIPS 2014

7 - 12 years £50, 13 - 17 years £125, 18 years £200,
19 - 21 years £325, 22 years £325, 23 years £350,
24 years £375, 25 years plus £595

2014 OPENS

Check out our website www.westerhopegolfclub.com

Craig Parkinson, Boldon’s new head greenkeeper

VISITORS & SOCIETIES WELCOME
Telephone the Secretary on 0191 2867636 or 0191 2860594
Email: wgc@btconnect.com
Whorlton Grange, Westerhope, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, NE5 1PP
www.westerhopegolfclub.com

Stockton
Golf Week 2014

Greenkeeper returns to the North East as club
achieves GolfMark status

B

Tues 29 July - Fri 1 August

Stockton Golf Week tees off
for the fifth time bringing
together four top-class
parkland golf venues across
Stockton-on-Tees at exclusive
discounted rates.

Tues 29 July
Teesside - £15
Wed 30 July
Eaglescliffe - £15
Thurs 31 July
Billingham - £15
Fri 1 August
Wynyard - £20
For further information,
including booking details, visit
www.stockton.gov.uk/golfweek
or call (01642) 528130

Arts, Culture and Leisure
Big plans for great experiences
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Bold move
for Craig
oldon is banking on youth
- and welcoming back an
older hand in
Craig Parkinson.
Having become the latest North
East club to achieve GolfMark status,
the Dipe Lane course has planned a
programme of evening sessions for
their junior academy.
Boldon, which recently
celebrated its centenary year with
some big events, is working on plans
for a six-hole academy short course
which will be a boost for all levels of
golfers and visitors as well as club
members, especially the juniors.
There’s also been a change on the
greens staff with the appointment of
head greenkeeper Craig Parkinson.
After several years at Matfen
Hall and more recently as course
manager of the Diamond Country
Club in Austria, Craig was looking
for move back to his native North
East and grabbed the opportunity
when offered the role of head
greenkeeper at Boldon.
Having prepared the Diamond

courses for tour events including
the Austrian Open since 2011, Craig
found the chance to take Boldon
on and the lure of being home
irresistible.
Boldon’s chairman Jim Hibbert
said: “Craig brings a depth of far
reaching experience to Boldon rarely
matched in the area.
“This is a great chance for us to
use his skills and methods to take
the course forward again after a
great year.”
New tee furniture will be on the
course shortly and Boldon is also
launching its own app.
Club manager Chris Brown
added: “These are really exciting
times at Boldon Golf Club, the
scratch team back in Division
One of the North Durham Union,
projects are planned to get people
into golf, improvements to many
aspects that will aid membership
retention and get people wanting
to come to Boldon have come to
fruition after lots of hard work by the
management team.”

TEEINGOFF

Hunley hire Grey
Successful disabled golfer looks forward to a
new challenge at Hunley

L

ast year’s English &
Welsh One-Armed Open
champion Darren Grey has
joined the Hunley Hotel
and Golf team.
Grey, who is also a former World
One Armed Golf champion, has
joined the team as a golf assistant
and is hoping to start his PGA
qualifications soon.
“Joining Hunley is a step in the
right direction for my career in golf.
I’m hoping to get onto the PGA
Assistant programme as soon as I
have settled in and got everything
sorted out,” Grey said, having just
finished his first day at Hunley.
Getting more disabled people
into golf is a huge passion of Grey’s,
and he is hoping to attract funding
to encourage people to try the game
at Hunley.
“I’m hoping to get some grants

together so I can develop the
awareness of disabled golf in the
area,” he said.
“Hunley has great facilities; the
courses are fantastic. The practice
areas, driving range and short game
facilities are also very good. There’s
everything here to get people into
the game and help them progress
out onto the golf course.”
Grey is also hoping to work
on his own game this season,
ahead of competing on the
international stage.
“I’m off to South Africa at the
end of May for the Scratch Team
World Cup,” he explained. “There are
three English players in the Great
Britain team and it will be a great
experience playing out there. I know
it will be a tough event, the best
players in the world will be there.
“We’re looking forward to it

Darren Grey. Picture courtesy Northern Echo
and I hope I can play well and
support the team. Then in June I’ll
be competing in the One Armed
World Championships in Sussex. I’m
hoping to get into the top three at
this year’s event.
“I’d like to get to that number
one spot but that will hinge on how
much practice I can get in and how

far I can progress with my game.
Being at Hunley and using the
facilities, I’m hoping to get plenty
of practice in and work hard on my
game ahead of the big events.”
Grey is also hoping to compete
in the Flightmaster Cup for
Europe against the United States
in September.

cathedral course
the uK’s only new Golf course
openinG summer 2014

one year’s membership

£905
for two courses

JOIN BEFORE SEPTEMBER 1ST 2014 TO AVOID JOINING FEE

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CALL 0191 3865282
RAMSIDE HALL HOTEL & GOLF CLUB, CARRVILLE, DURHAM, DH1 1TD
T: 0191 3865282 E: PROSHOP@RAMSIDEHALLHOTEL.CO.UK
NORTHERN GOLFER 15
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Jack
Hermeston

South Moor
earns its stripes

S

outh Moor has stepped up to fill
the gap left by the demise of the
Tiger Cub Tour.
The Durham club is to stage
the inaugural North of England Under 14
Open Amateur Strokeplay Championship
on August 11-13.
The Tiger Cub Tour had to be scrapped
after there was insufficient support for the

majority of the regional qualifying rounds,
which was rather surprising.
But now a joint initiative between
South Moor and Golf Concepts LP, will
see the new North of England Under 14
Championship take place.
It will be a 54-hole strokeplay
championship and will be open to boys
and girls of all nationalities, under the age

of 14 on January 1 in the year of the
tournament.
Trophies and mementos will
be awarded to the scratch and
handicap winners in both under
14, under 12, and girl’s categories,
together with a prize for the
leading gross score for a club
team of three players.
The Tiger Cub Trophies
will be incorporated within
the North of England
Championship and awarded
to the leading players under 12
years of age.
In addition, the leading three
boys and the leading girl in the final
standings of the North of England
Under 14 Championship will be
exempt from ballot in the North of
England Under 16 Championship
the following year.
Founded in 1923, South Moor is
Durham’s only true heathland
golf course.
In 2011 it hosted the England
Golf Under 16 Open Amateur
Championship for the McGregor
Trophy, which was won by City of
Newcastle’s Jack Hermeston.

JOINING FEE HAS BEEN
TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED!
All categories of Membership available

Age18 - 22 - £325* • Age 23 - £350
Age 24 - £375 • Age 25 - £400 • Age 26 - £425
Age 27 - £450 • Age 28 - £475 • Age 29 £500

Subscription starts 1st May

Further 50% discount if full time student

*

OPENS 2014

Seniors No1 - Tuesday 20th May £20 pair

Mixed Greensomes - Bank Holiday Mon 26th May £30 pair (£20 members)
Ladies - Friday 13th June £16 pair

Scramble (Teams of 4) - Sunday 15th June £60 team (£40 members)
Teams (2 from 4) - Wednesday 16th July £60 team (£40 members)
Seniors No2 - Tuesday 5th Aug £20 pair

Ponteland Golf Club

Mixed Greensomes - Bank Holiday Mon 25th Aug £30 pair (£20 members

Host of E.G.U. Northern Counties
Mens Qualifying Championship 2012

Gents 4BBB - Sunday 7 September £30 pair (£20 members)

For further information telephone 01661 822689
email: secretary@thepontelandgolfclub.co.uk
www.thepontelandgolfclub.co.uk
53 Bell Villas, Ponteland, NE20 9BD
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Juniors - Tuesday 26th August £5

Ladies Team Waltz - Thursday 11 September £21 team
Winter Teams (2/4) - Wednesdays 15th Oct & 19th Nov £40 team
(£25 members)

NEW for 2014

Online Bookings now available for both members & visitors

TEEINGOFF

TIM
JENKINS
GOLF
CLEVELAND GOLF CLUB
Majuba Road, Redcar, TS10 5BJ

01642 498772

SIGN UP TO OUR WEBSITE TO LEARN ABOUT OUR
GREAT DEALS FIRST! WWW.TIMJENKINSGOLF.CO.UK

NEW
STORE
NOW CASTLE EDEN GOLF CLUB

OPEN

Hartlepool

01429 836689

UNBEATABLE GREAT EASTER DEALS
LAMBKIN
CROSSLINE GRIPS

Roger Roper

NORMALLY £6.99 EACH
APRIL OFFER
7 IRONS REGRIPPED

Durham pair
miss out

£29.99
MASSIVE

GOLF BAG SALE

Roper and Bell disappointed after failing
to make the Seniors Tour

D

urham duo Roger Roper
and Graeme Bell will
be relying on invites on
this season’s European
Seniors Tour.
Both suffered disappointment at
the European Tour Qualifying School
at the Pestana Golf Resort.
Rockliffe’s Roper was looking
good for one of the top six spots that
would have clinched a full card on
the tour only to shoot 75 to go
three over-par for the tournament.
It also dropped him out of the
top 14, which would have secured a
conditional card so he is hoping for
invites and will have to also qualify
for some tour events this year.
Eaglescliffe pro Graeme Bell will
need to do the same after he finished
the four days in the Algarve on eight
over-par.
Roper ended last season by
finishing ninth at the Arcos Gardens
Senior Challenge and that was
enough to secure top spot on the
circuit’s Order of Merit.
He recorded almost 1,200 points
more than second placed Mark
Wharton with James Murphy in
third a couple of hundred points

further back. Hopefuly, Roper will
get into the English Senior Open at
his home course Rockliffe again later
this year - he was tied 46th last year
and also finished 44th at the ISPS
Handa PGA Seniors Championship
with four solid rounds.
He said: “It was good to qualify
for the Seniors Open for the second
year in a row. I want to make sure I
keep progressing now. I’m going in
the right direction. You have to earn
the privilege to stay on the main
European Seniors Tour and it’s not
an easy thing to do. It’s tough.”
Roper, 52 this month, has a
good amateur record. He won a
string of mid-amateur national
titles, plus two Estonian Amateur
Championships and he shared the
Brabazon Trophy at Seaton Carew
in 1985.
“I finished 85th on the Order of
Merit on the main Senior Tour last
year and that is by playing in just
three events,” he said.
“Hopefully I can improve my
ranking and play in a few more
events. That way hopefully I will
keep progressing and earn the right
to get in to more events.”

30% OFF NEW

2014 CALLAWAY BAGS
PLUS BIG SAVINGS ON MIZUNO,
TITLEIST & POWAKADDY NEW
BAG RANGES

20% OFF

NEW SUMMER LADIES &
GENTS CLOTHING RANGE

GALVIN GREEN
NEW 2014 CLOTHING RANGE,
IN STOCK

GREAT
SAVINGS
INSTORE

EASTER WEEKEND

Newly refurbished store
Dedicated Ladies area
- offering a wide choice
of leading brands on
clothes, shoes & clubs
Full Custom Fitting service
with use of Flight Scope
Technology
Massive Choice on golf
bags, shoes & leading
brands of clubs
Plus as a member of Euro
Select National Buying
Group our prices are
VERY competitive

CALLAWAY
MAC DADDY 2
WEDGES
R.R.P. £99.99

DEMO WEDGES
AVAILABLE TO TRY

OUR PRICE

£89.99

EXCLUSIVE EASTER
WEEKEND DEAL

BUY ANY SET OF 7 IRONS
EASTER WEEKEND AND
RECEIVE

60% OFF
ANY HYBRID IN STOCK

DEMO FITTING DAYS FOR YOUR DIARY

COBRA FITTING DAY - CLEVELAND GOLF CLUB MONDAY 28TH APRIL 3 PM - 7 PM
WILSON FITTING DAY - CASTLE EDEN GOLF CLUB WEDNESDAY 30TH APRIL 2 PM - 7 PM
TELEPHONE TO BOOK AN APPOINTMENT!!

TIM JENKINS
P.G.A. PROFESSIONAL
CUSTOM FIT SPECIALIST
FOR OVER 35 YEARS

WWW.TIMJENKINSGOLF.CO.UK
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Golf is great
for business
The annual North East Chamber of Commerce
golf day takes place on May 7 at George
Washington Hotel Golf & Spa.
The event is designed to bring businesses
from across the region together to share ideas and
develop contacts and business opportunities in a
relaxed and informal atmosphere.
The event starts at 9am with coffee and
bacon sandwiches before a 10am shotgun start,
followed by dinner and the prize giving. Teams of
four are £100. For more information visit
www.necc.co.uk/events-and-news

NECC GOLF DAY - MAY 7

Morpeth Mayor’s
charity golf day
Longhirst will host this year’s mayor of Morpeth
charity golf day, in aid of Henry Dancer Days on
Wednesday, May 14.
Teams of four are £240 and that includes
your golf as well as the evening presentation with
buffet, auction and raffle. The charity was set up
after Henry Dancer – the grandson of Morpeth
residents Gillian and Ken Irvine died after a brave
battle with a rare cancer. Contact Gillian Irvine,
email gai@irvines.org.uk, tel 01670 515 870

MAYOR’S CHARITY GOLF DAY
- MAY 14

TOMA Fund
golf day 2014
Following a successful 2013 event, which raised
over £3,500 for the TOMA Fund, which supports
the families of children and young people
suffering from cancer, the annual Walbottle
Campus Charity Golf Day in aid of the charity
returns to Gosforth Golf Club on Friday, May 30.
The TOMA Fund supports young people
and their families following a childhood cancer
diagnosis and was set up by the parents of Jordan
David Thompson, a Walbottle Campus student
who lost his battle with cancer in 2007.
Teams of four are £120 and that includes
a coffee and bacon sandwich before the 9am
shotgun start. For more information email
darrin.potts@walbottlecampus.newcastle.sch.uk

TOMA FUND GOLF DAY - MAY 30
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Close
House
will host
Northern
Golfer’s first
charity day

Join our golf day
- No Strings
Northern Golfer is holding its first charity golf
day and we highlight other events coming up

T

he first Northern Golfer
Charity Golf Day in
aid of No Strings – a
Newcastle‑based charity
working with children in the world’s
trouble spots - will be held at Close
House in July.
No Strings uses puppetry and films
made by members of the original
Muppets team to reach children
in conflicts, disasters and poverty
in four continents.
It has recently made two new films
and workshops for children affected
by the Syrian conflict, and its founder
Johnie McGlade has just returned
from Beirut, where he has been
working with charities based in Syria.
Johnie said: “It’s fantastic that
the first Northern Golfer Charity
Golf Day will benefit No Strings.
Our programmes reach hundreds
of thousands of children in the
world’s trouble spots every year,
and funding is crucial in helping us
to take our life-saving messages to
troubled communities.

“We are currently working in areas
as diverse as Haiti, where we are
helping children and families fight
back against the threat of disease in
their communities; in sub-Saharan
Africa, where our HIV messages are
reaching young people on a level they
naturally engage with; and in the
Philippines and elsewhere in South
East Asia, where our programmes
have helped communities be safe in
landslides, earthquakes and tsunamis.
“Our new Syrian programme
focuses on trauma healing for
conflict-affected children and every
penny of the money raised by the
golf day will be devoted directly to
projects like this. These projects
reach children and young people in
some of the most troubled areas of
the world, and help to make their
communities safer.”
Teams of four are £350 and
include a round on the Lee Westwood
Filly course at Close House plus
evening barbecue, prize giving and
charity auction.

Northern Golfer Golf Day, Wednesday July 9, Close House, contact
Gary Ramsay, tel 01661 844 115, email gary@offstonepublishing.co.uk
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Changing Lives
golf day

Fighting Fifth
golf competition

Tee-time for St
Oswald’s Hospice

Changing Lives (formerly The Cyrenians)
will be hosting their 10th annual golf
day at the City of Newcastle Golf Club on
Monday, June 9.
Last year’s event raised £6,000 for the
charity, which helps vulnerable people and their
families. Teams of four are £225, including
refreshments and bacon sandwiches on arrival,
lunch, and prizes.
To register a team, for sponsorship
opportunities and more information, contact Val
Nevin at Changing Lives, tel 0191 256 5040
or email val.nevin@changing-lives.org.uk

Morpeth Golf Club will hold its annual Fighting
Fifth golf competition on Saturday, June 21. The
club has close links with The Royal Regiment
of Fusiliers and invites the Fusiliers Golf Society
(Northumberland) to take part each year.
The Society currently has around 20 members,
and is always looking for serving and retired
fusiliers to take part in their events.
For more information contact Captain
Tony Adamson, tel 0191 239 3144 or email
northumberland.hqrrf@btinternet.com. To enter
the Fighting Fifth competition contact Tony
before May 2.

Golfers from Tynemouth are clubbing together
to raise money for St Oswald’s Hospice with
a charity golf day organised by North Shields
Rotary Club on June 27.
The event has raised nearly £30,000 towards
funding specialist care for adults, children and
young people with life limiting conditions in the
North East in the last six years.
St Oswald’s is also the chosen charity of
Tynemouth’s men’s and ladies’ captains for 2014.
For more information about taking part in
the charity golf day email Richard Pickering,
richardthegolfer@hotmail.com

CHANGING LIVES - JUNE 9

FIGHTING FIFTH - JUNE 21

ST OSWALD’S - JUNE 27

BOLDON GOLF CLUB
DIPE LANE • EAST BOLDON• TYNE & WEAR • NE36 0PQ

Tel: 0191 5365360 Email: info@boldongolfclub.co.uk
Web: www.boldongolfclub.com

PICTURESQUE

PARKLAND COURSE
SITUATED IN THE HEART OF

NORTHUMBERLAND

BELFORD GOLF CLUB

VISITING
PARTIES
WELCOME

EVERY DAY FROM £24 PER DAY
CONTACT THE SECRETARY ON
0191 5365360 FOR DETAILS

S
SC U M
O M
RC E
H R
ER

New Management - A friendly welcome always!
Visitors & Societies always welcome
Packages from £10.00
Memberships available from £50.00
Driving Range - Keep your game up to scratch
Clubhouse available for private hire
ie engagements, birthdays etc

Just oﬀ the A1, North of Alnwick, Northumberland, NE70 7DP

Call 01668 213232 for details
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Inset: courtesy of Pedro Monteiro / Shutterstock.com

Moor is in
business
Festival at popular Yorkshire
club set to welcome celebrities
and raise funds for charities

M

oor Allerton is to host a new event
in the golfing calendar this spring.
The stunning Robert Trent Jones
course just north of Leeds will host
the UK Golf and Business Festival from May 25-27.
The event is being organised by the club’s
newly-founded Moor Allerton Charitable
Foundation and profits from the festival will be
donated to a range of charities including The Golf
Foundation and The Tour Players Foundation.
The weekend will include a tour professional
golfers and Yorkshire celebrities tournament
featuring past Ryder cup players Paul Broadhurst
and Paul Way plus current tour players.
Geoffrey Boycott and Paul Hudson are two of
the many celebrities who will also be playing.
A trip to the Masters at Augusta in 2015 is on

Moor Allerton Golf Club. Inset: Paul Broadhurst
offer for the two winning amateurs.
The event will also feature guest speakers from
the worlds of business and sport, an exhibition
featuring golfing products and Yorkshire suppliers
and a programme of family events.
Paul Collins, director of sales and marketing
for Moor Allerton Golf Club said: “We are
proud to be hosting the UK’s first ever Golf and
Business Festival.

“This is a completely unique event which we
hope will bring together some of Yorkshire’s finest
businesses with high-profile sports people and
celebrities in a beautiful setting.
“We hope to tee-up some new opportunities
for all involved, as well as to raise money for some
tremendous local causes”.
Visit www.yorkshiregolfandbusinessfestival.
businesscatalyst.com for more information.

OUT
DRIVE
THE
COMPETITION
THE STUNNING XC60 £299
FROM

PER MONTH

CREDIT EXAMPLE
Mill Price
Deposit
Manufacturer
Deposit Contribution
Amount of Credit
Total Charge for Credit
Interest Rate (Fixed)
48 months at
1 Final Payment
(Guaranteed Future Value)

Total Amount Payable
Duration
Annual Mileage
APR Representative

VOLVO XC60 DIESEL ESTATE
D4 R DESIGN 5DR AWD

£27,958.00
£3,499.00
£750.00
£23,709.00
£4,435.52
3.04%
£298.99
£13,793.00
£32,393.52
49 Months
6,000 miles

5.9%

VOLVO CARS NORTH EAST
Mill Newcastle

Mill Sunderland

Mill Stockton

Mill Harrogate

Scotswood Road,
Newcastle NE15 6BZ

Wessington Way,
Sunderland SR5 3HR

Preston Farm Business Park,
Stockton TS18 3SG

St James Retail Park,
Knaresborough HG5 8PY

@millvolvo
millvolvo
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www.millvolvo.co.uk

Tel: 0800 612 4715

The price is based on a XC60 DIESEL ESTATE D4 R DESIGN 5dr AWD Model Year 14. FUEL CONSUMPTION IN MPG (L/100km) Urban 47.1/6.0 Extra Urban 57.7/4.9 Combined 53.3/5.3 Emissions 139g/km.
Finance subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. Personal Contract Purchase based on customer deposit of £3,499.00, followed by 48 monthly payments of £298.99. Annual mileage of 6,000 miles, excessive
mileage cost of 14.9p (+ VAT) per mile for the first 5,000 miles applies and twice that rate thereafter. Applicant must be 18 or over. Guarantees/indemnities may be required. At the end of the Personal Contract
Purchase there are three options: (1) Part exchange the vehicle, where equity is available (2) Pay the GFV (Guaranteed Future Value) to own the vehicle or (3) Return the vehicle. Further charges may be made
subject to the condition of the vehicle. Santander Consumer (UK) plc T/A Volvo Car Credit RH1 1SR. Car featured for illustration purposes only. Ends 30/6/2014.

BECOME A MEMBER AT CLOSE HOUSE
Whether you are a junior, an intermediate or a seasoned golfer,
whatever standard of golf you play, a warm welcome awaits
you at Close House, home of the world’s only Lee Westwood
golf courses.
The courses are in magnificent condition, and the new 9 hole
pitch and putt course opens 1 June and will only be available to
members and their guests.
Our team of PGA professionals are ready to welcome you to
the Academy and Driving Range to give individual tuition to both
beginners and experienced golfers alike.
We are also proud to announce that Academy membership and
all other memberships are now available.
With a full season ahead, there really is no better time to join us
at Close House.

Close House
Heddon on the Wall,
Newcastle upon Tyne
NE15 0HT
01661 85 22 55
golf@closehouse.co.uk
www.closehouse.com
When travelling to Close House using
a SAT NAV please use NE41 8BL
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So How
Did We
Do?
Rather well, actually as the
region boasts mixed pairs
and mens singles champions
in Portugal

B

ondhay’s Susan Clark and Steve
Cammack won the HowDidiDo
National Matchplay Championship
mixed pairs title in an all-Yorkshire final
in Portugal.
While Middlesbrough’s Chris Wall got
in on the act by taking the mens singles to
bring silverware to the region yet again.
Susan, an 11-handicapper, and sixhandicap Stephen got through to the final
at Quinta do Lago and then defeated the
holders Richmond’s Eileen McMullan and
Gary Catt.
“We only three-putted twice all week
which was a good achievement given how
fast the greens were,” said Steve. “We have
a great handicap combination of six and
11 which works really well. The courses we
played were superb and the greens were fantastic.”
Gary, a one-handicapper, and Eileen, who plays
off 22 - got to the final for the second year running
but couldn’t do the double.
“It was a shame that we couldn’t repeat
last year’s success in the final,” Gary said, “but,
overall, to qualify and nearly regain our title is an
achievement we are both proud of. It was a very
enjoyable trip and we will be trying to qualify
again next year.”

NORTH NORTHUMBERLAND
GOLF CHALLENGE 2014
Gents Pairs

Chris Wall (left) and Peter Jones
Susan Clark and Steve Cammack
winners of the HowDidiDo National
Matchplay Championship mixed pairs title

Chris Wall, from Nunthorpe, a
10-handicapper at Middlesbrough,
regained the singles title he first
won in 2011.
He won the final 6&5, against
Bearwood Lakes’ Peter Jones, who,
ironically, had inflicted the eventual
champion’s only defeat in the opening
round-robin encounter.
Chris said: “The courses were to die
for; they very pleasing to the eye - very

tough but fair and the camaraderie
between all the participants was
fantastic all week. The organisation of
the event was absolutely fantastic too,
second to none.
“Not everyone will make it to the
final, but I would encourage people
to make the effort to take part in
the qualifying rounds. It was such a
worthwhile experience; and you never
know what might happen.”

Working the land since 1837
With more than 150 years experience, make the most
of your land using John Deere Equipment

Wed 9th July - Alnmouth (Foxton) Thurs 10th July
Morpeth Fri 11th July - Rothbury
(Presentation and Social Evening at 7.00pm Friday)
4BBB Stableford (buggies at all courses)
¾ Full Handicap (CDH number or certiﬁcate required)
Tournament Prizes - £200 1st pair plus trophies • £150 2nd pair
£110 3rd pair • £80 4th pair • £60 5th pair
Daily Prizes and Optional 2’s competition
Entries £80 per pair for all three days
(Half entry fee for members of Alnmouth/Morpeth/Rothbury)
Entry form and full details at www.rothburygolfclub.com open_events
or call Frank Brown on 07800 928 157
To be played under R & A and CONGU rules
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GREENLAY (Grass Machinery) LIMITED
Specialists in horticultural machinery
Baker Road, Nelson Park West, Cramlington, Northumberland, NE23 1WL
Telephone 01670 733330 Fax 01670 700067
Email: sales@greennlay.co.uk www.greenlayco.uk

Open Saturdays 9am-1pm
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All makes of golf trolleys repaired
Free battery testing!

Golf Trolley Repair & Service Centre
Recommended by De Vere Slaley Hall
Need new grips?.. I fit EGiGO
More information on www.egigogolf.com

Telephone: 01207 561400 or 07737 963881
Email: george@golftrolleyrepairandservice.co.uk
www.golftrolleyrepairandservice.co.uk
Find us at the 5th Tee at
Garesfield Golf Club,
Chopwell, NE17 7AP

Official Sales Agents for....

Gary Armstrong (left) with Tony Myers

Myers takes
the reins
Brancepeth’s new captain looks forward
to leading his club which has enjoyed
significant investment

O

ne of the North-East’s
top clubs has appointed
a long-term member as
their new captain.
Brancepeth Castle has welcomed
Tony Myers to succeed outgoing
captain Gary Armstrong. Tony, 52, is
no stranger to the members having
joined in 1976 and been both junior
and club champion.
He said: “Brancepeth is a
fantastic club with a superb course.
It has undergone significant
investment over the last 18 months
and the fairways and greens are in
great shape for the coming season.
“Most recently, a new shop has
opened at the club and a new pro is
set to join us. That’s David Fletcher,
a PGA Professional who comes from

the Chester-le-Street Club. Not
only does he bring with him years of
experience but state of the art golf
swing analysis equipment in the
Trackman. It’s a really exciting time
for the club and it is a privilege to be
part of it.”
Outgoing captain Gary
Armstrong will maintain an active
role at the club as junior liaison
officer, working to develop new
golfing talent.
Brancepeth Castle has a
membership of around 700, which
includes a healthy ladies section
of 60 and the Henry Colt designed
course has hosted the final of the
English County Championships and
also the English Women’s Amateur
Championship in the past.

SEAHAM GOLF CLUB

Shrewsbury Street, Seaham, Co. Durham SR7 7RD

2014

CLOTHING

MENS & LADIES

IN STOCK

AT CHESTER LE STREET GOLF CLUB

Adidas, Galvin Green, Green Lamb, Oscar Jacobson, UnderArmour, Glenbrae, Nike
2014 EQUIPMENT Ping , Nike, Callaway, Titleist, TaylorMade, Benross, Cleveland,
Adidas, Ecco
ACADEMY COACHING

TELEPHONE LEE FINDLEY ON 0191 388 2333

e: leesproshop@hotmail.com // www.24-7discountgolf.com
Lumley Park, Chester le Street, DH3 4NS

FOLLOW US
ON TWITTER
- @MGC1908

Middlesbrough Golf Club
Brass Castle Lane, Middlesbrough, TS8 9EE
VISITING PARTIES
Fantastic deals for visiting parties on one of the North’s most prestigious courses.
Various options available i.e Coffee and Bacon roll on arrival
18 holes of golf, 2 course evening meal - £35 per person
Bespoke packages can be negotiated for small and large parties.

NE/NW PRO AM
Friday 9th May £240 per team. Minimum pro 1st prize £1,000.
Telephone Gordon on 01642 311 766

SUMMER SPECIAL
Valid until 30th Sept 2014
4 Ball for £80.00
(please quote NG when contacting)

With 5 par 3’s and 3 par 5’s - a great test of golf
Golf Societies welcome • Great value options for golf + food
Contact Andrew, for details 0191 5811268 or
seahamgolfclub@btconnect.com • www.seahamgolfclub.co.uk

To register or gain more information on any of these opportunities
please contact Mr Gordon Cattrell, Club Professional:
Tel: 01642 311766 • Email: gcattrell@tgigolf.com
Web: www.middlesbroughgolfclub.co.uk
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COURSEREVIEW

Chester is
Street’s ahead

Have
your sa
y

Lo
northe g on to
rngolfe
r.co.uk

Paul Corney visits Chester-le-Street on the banks of the
River Wear, a course he never tires of playing

F

ounded in 1908 with an initial
layout of nine holes, the golf course
at Chester-le-Street has been
extended over the years to achieve
the existing beautiful 18 hole course, situated
approximately one mile from the centre of the
town on the eastern banks of the River Wear.
The course is mostly parkland with forestry
surrounding the majority of the eastern
boundaries, with the banks of River Wear for most
of the western boundaries. Most of the fairways
run in opposing north to south directions.
Lumley Castle (now a high-class hotel) is the
backdrop for 12 of the course’s fairways, six of
which also overlook the Riverside Cricket Ground
(home of Durham County Cricket Club) with fells
24 NORTHERN GOLFER

and hills beyond. The scenery and views from the
course are simply stunning.
Your round at Chester-le-Street starts with a
gentle par four measuring 273 yards and is a very
good birdie chance. Yet danger lurks throughout,
especially when the tee is closest to the river, with
only its very front edge visible.
Most players walk to the second tee satisfied
with a par.
The sixth hole is the longest on the course and
at 557 yards from the back tees is a true threeshotter for most golfers. The name of the hole
‘Riverside’ derives its name from the Wear which
provides the right hand boundary throughout
its length. Yet the river itself rarely receives a
visit; not so the accompanying vegetation that

approaches close to the fairway, particularly where
an average drive or second shot might be expected
to finish. Similarly, there is little relief on the left,
with uninviting territory the entire length of the
hole. The narrow green, well banked to both back
and right, front bunkered on either side, regularly
eliminates any last chance of a par.
The last hole of the outward half is a long,
demanding par four and at 438 yards, two very
good shots are needed, often a third. Shape is
another problem; the hole bending further left
than might appear at first glance from the tee. In
fact, the most direct line involves a drive up the
fourth fairway, then an accurate shot diagonally
across an area of woodland, with the risk of
clipping a tree and leaving at best a hack onto

COURSEREVIEW

FACT FILE
CONTACT
Chester-le-Street Golf Club
Lumley Park, Chester-le-Street,
County Durham, DH3 4NS
Tel 0191 388 3218
Email clsgcoffice@tiscali.co.uk
Web clsgolfclub.co.uk

the fairway or worst, a lost ball. By contrast,
a drive to the middle of the correct fairway,
avoids a bunker short right, another further
up on the left, and leaves a long second down
a relatively narrow fairway. The ninth green,
sloping from the back, is not easy to read,
although the entrance, bunkered on either side,
is generous.
The 11th hole is a short but craftily designed
par four with much of the play determined
by a small copse of ancient beech trees on
the right hand side of the fairway, straddling
the direct route from tee to green. The drive,
from a tee close by the castle boundary, ought
to offer few problems if held left to avoid the
inevitable bounce towards the copse - there
is ample room further wide even if it doesn’t
appear so from the tee. For many, this is the
sort of hole where a three beckons on the
tee but all too often, is converted into a five,
occasionally more.
Following the signature hole, the 16th is
a tough 192 yard par three. The green is well
bunkered with out-of-bounds to the left. It also
has a relatively shallow entrance, which hides
both a steep drop beyond the green plus subtle
borrows and it is not hard to appreciate why
the hole is the most difficult short hole of the
round and the third hardest hole on the course.
A shortish par four completes your round.
A drive straight down the middle is ideal. The
green is narrow, slopes sufficiently from the
right to throw even a firmly struck shot off
left while the variation in gradient means no
guarantee of two putts.
It’s then into the fabulous modern
clubhouse – a great place to relax.

In March 2004, the
president of Chester-leStreet Golf Club, the Earl of
Scarbrough died. His Lordship
was keenly interested in the
club and was always willing
to attend club functions as
well as visiting the clubhouse
when he was in the area.
His successor, Richard, the
13th Earl, has followed in
his father’s footsteps and he
also shows a keen interest
in everything concerning
the club

GREEN FEES
Monday–Friday
Adults £20, Juniors £12.50, Guests £12.50
Saturday–Sunday
Adults £25, Juniors £15, Guests £12.50
Monday–Thursday
Special Offer (2pm to 4pm) £10 a round
Buggies available - £15 per round
TOTAL DISTANCE
White tees – 6,479 yards
Yellow tees – 6,187 yards
Red tees – 5,873 yards
FEATURES
18 holes of parkland golf
Putting green
Practice area with three greens
Fully stocked professional’s shop
Ample car parking
Superb clubhouse
Halfway house
Snooker room
Sky television
Free wi-fi
Memberships available – all categories
CADDY’S TIP
Make sure you are fully warmed up before
you start your round at Chester-le-Street.
The front nine is considerably longer –
get off to a bad start and you will find it
difficult to recover.
SIGNATURE HOLE
The 15th, aptly named ‘Long Haul’, is
justifiably stroke index one and the longest
par four on the course. Only a few of the
members have ever reached the green in
two. For most golfers, a par is both a rarity
and an achievement.

PAUL CORNEY’S VERDICT

A wonderful course that you can never
tire of playing – it’s a great test and the
presentation is always first class – top
marks to Barrie Lee and his staff
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MATCHPLAYPAIRS
MATCH PLAY PAIRS APPLICATION FORM
For your chance to win a top prize in amateur golf, simply fill in
this application form and send it to:
Tournament Organiser, Northern Golfer, Offstone Publishing,
Unit One, Bearl Farm, Stocksfield, Northumberland, NE43 7AL
DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES: WEDNESDAY, APRIL 30, 2014

LEAD PLAYER
PLAYER
NAME

HANDICAP
GOLF
CLUB

Last Chance to
Pair up

ADDRESS
POSTCODE
TEL (DAY)

TEL (EVE)

MatchPlay Pairs deadline is fast
approaching – time to get your entries in

EMAIL

PARTNER

HANDICAP

PLAYER
NAME

GOLF
CLUB

ADDRESS
POSTCODE
TEL (DAY)

TEL (EVE)

EMAIL

PAYMENT:

ENTRY FEE

I have enclosed a cheque made payable to
Offstone Publishing for £25 
Or I authorise Offstone Publishing to debit my
Mastercard/Visa/Maestro/Delta card by £25 only



£25

Card Number
Issue No:

Valid from:

(Maestro only)

Exp date:

Cardholders
Signature:

Please fill in the name and address the card is registered to:
Title

Inital

Surname

T

he entry deadline for
this year’s Northern
Golfer Gents Match
Play Pairs has been
extended to April 30.

The event, now in its 11th
year, will pit teams from across
the region against one another
throughout the summer, before
the final four players head to
Tyneside Golf Club for the final
in Septemeber.
This year’s semi-finals will be
played at Ramside in Durham.
We will be keeping you up to
date with who progresses, both
here in the magazine and our
website. The popular competition
began in 2002, our first final was
held at Slaley Hall where Chris
Wall and Marc Newcombe from

NORTHERN GOLFER MENS MATCH PLAY PAIRS RULES 2014
1. A pairs match play
competition to be run in
conjunction with Northern
Golfer for its readers within
its circulation area.
2. Entry forms, illegible or
incorrect may result in the
entrants being disqualified.
3. At each match, if courtesy
is not given, green fees will
be shared by both home and
away teams.
4. All entry forms are to be
directed to Northern Golfer
with the entry fee.

Address

5. The minimum age for the
competition is 18, there is
no maximum.
6. The maximum handicap is 24.

Northern Golfer would like to keep you informed of our news, offers
and competitions. If you prefer NOT to recieve our newsletter please
tick this box
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Cleveland Golf Club lifted the
trophy with a 3&2 victory.
Northern Golfer editor Paul
Robertson said: “We would like to
thank both Ramside and Tyneside
for their support this year and we
look forward to the semi-finals
and final over two great courses.
“All we need now is a strong
field and hopefully great weather
- as good as last year. We have
extended the deadline to April 30
to give as many people as possible
the chance to compete.”
For your chance to win simply
fill in the application form on
this page and send it to: The
Tournament Organiser, Northern
Golfer, Offstone Publishing, Unit
One, Bearl Farm, Stocksfield,
Northumberland, NE 43 7AL.

7. Matches to be played using
3/4 of the difference of the
handicap taken from the
lowest handicap.
8. Matches to be played off
the tees of the day - (Home
players may choose between
yellows or whites depending
on club policy).

9. This competition is open to
golf club members with a
valid handicap.
10. Active handicap certificates
must be available at all
matches for opponents to
inspect if requested.
11. No player can enter the
competition more than once.
12. Once a team has registered
their home club, they cannot
transfer to another club
without notifying Northern
Golfer and a transfer will
only be accepted once
a check has been made
that the players have fully
complied with COGNU
handicapping rules.
13. The home drawn pair to offer
three dates and times to their
opposition.
14. No extensions will be given.
15. In the event of being unable
to arrange a date, both
teams will be disqualified.
16. Should a match be tied after
18 holes, the result will be
decided by a sudden death

play off commencing at the
First hole.
17. A panel consisting of
representatives from
Northern Golfer will
adjudicate any disputes in
conjunction with the Rules
Office of the R & A. Their
decision will be final.
18. No correspondence will be
entered into.
19. The prizes are not
transferable.
20. Distance Measuring Devices
are permitted.
21. All players must agree to
being photographed and
included in Northern Golfer
should the occasion arise.
22. The semi-finals and final
are to be played during the
first two weeks of September
2014.
23. Date and venue of the
NE/NW PGA Pro Am has
yet to be confirmed.
24. Closing dates for entries is
April 30, 2014.
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A GREAT BIG THANK YOU
To all the ladies who supported our
fashion day and made it a HUGE success

Eureka Golf at Houghton-le-Spring Golf Club
The biggest & best Shop for Ladies in the North East
Houghton-le-Spring Golf Club, Copt Hill, DH5 8LU
For more information tel: 0191 5841198

www.eurekagolf.co.uk

Proffesional Carl Nichols and director of golf Graham Chambers

Hall’s well
at Longhirst

Northumberland course continues to thrive as
it plans to welcome back the TV cameras and
some of Europe’s top players

I

t’s business as usual at one
of the North East’s biggest
golf complexes.
Longhirst, set in the heart
of the Northumberland, just north
of Morpeth, boasts 36 holes which
can become three different courses
throughout the year.
The golf course is unaffected by
the closure of the nearby Longhirst
Hall hotel - a separate organisation and plans are progressing smoothly
for the return of the Europro Tour
for the fourth year running from
May 19-23. Competitors will again
find the courses in pristine condition.
From April 1-October 31 the
Lakes and the Dawson courses hold
sway but in the winter there is the 18
hole Old Course which was built with
paths for golf buggies which gives the
opportunity to rest the other holes
while giving members and guests a
testing layout.
Director of golf Graham
Chambers has been at the club since
its construction in 1996 and he and
his greenkeeping staff are charged
with keeping the courses in first class
condition 365 days a year.
“The number of people playing the
course has increased considerably

over the past few years,” he said.
“There is also a lot more golf
being shown on television these
days which has increased people’s
perceptions of how things ‘should be’
on a golf course, so we have to
do our best while keeping
within budgets.”
That’s seen Graham work
with the aptly-named Dr David
Greenshields from top seed
producer Barenbrug and local
supplier Turfcare Specialists Ltd to
make sure Longhirst is always in
tip-top condition
“David suggested we should use
Bar All Bent seed and before our
eyes in a short period of time we had
very good coverage, so we did the
same on other greens with the same
superb results.
“We also purchased a Graden
machine last year which enabled us
to seed right into the lines and has
given us great results and surfaces
which has totally transformed all
of our greens.
“The comments from golfers are
generally very positive and we pride
ourselves on giving the best playing
conditions possible throughout
the year.”

SPECIAL
SPRING OFFER
GREEN FEES
FROM JUST
£14!
Numerous membership and ‘Pay and
Play’ green fees packages available.
Please contact the pro-shop for
further details on 01937557864

Scarthingwell Lane - Tadcaster - North Yorkshire - LS24 9PF - 01937 557878

INVITATION

PORTUGAL MASTERS WEEK

JOIN US FOR THIS FANTASTIC GOLF WEEK
AND VISIT TO THE FINAL DAYTHE PORTUGAL MASTERS
7 Nights B & B staying at Alvor, Western Algarve.
4 Games of golf at Morgado and Alamos Courses.
All transfers included.
Visit Oceanico Victoria Course,Vilamoura, for the
ﬁnal day of the Portugal Masters entry fee and
private transfers included.

£499

per person,
excludes ﬂights

FLIGHTS AVAILABLE FROM NEWCASTLE, FROM £275
PLACES ARE LIMITED AND EARLY BOOKING IS REQUIRED

Committed to giving the best service and prices
for North East Golfers - Call Kevin Batty 01661 828021
or email kevin@golﬁngholidays.org
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Winds of
change

The Claremont Road windmill
- a former golf clubhouse on the
Town Moor
A former windmill which served as
a golf clubhouse near the centre of
Newcastle is on the market with a
price tag of more than £500,000.
Chimney Mills, a Grade II listed
building on Newcastle’s Claremont
Road, is believed to have been built
in 1782 and replaced a previous
windmill on the site dating back
many years.
Currently being used as a dental
surgery, it was decommissioned as a
windmill in 1892 and converted into
a golf clubhouse for what was the
original City of Newcastle course on
the Town Moor designed by
Old Tom Morris.
There was split in the club in
1898 when a substantial group left
to form The Northumberland Club in
Gosforth Park the remainder staying
at the Moor as City of Newcastle,
but another move followed in 1907
when the City of Newcastle switched
to Three Mile Bridge at Gosforth
where they built a new course. City
of Newcastle still have the windmill
as part of the club badge.
When they left the Moor, the
United Workmen’s Golf Club which
has co-existed alongside the City of
Newcastle in the Claremont Road
clubhouse took over the Windmill
clubhouse and Town Moor course.
They changed their name to
Newcastle United - there is no
connection with the town’s football
club - and they moved to Cowgate
in 1975 where they build a new
clubhouse and course.
The windmill’s sails and
fantail had been removed and the
windshaft and cap was dismantled
and replaced by boarding in 1951
and after Newcastle United’s move
to Cowgate the property was bought,
restored and converted by architect
Thomas Falconer.
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Colin
Gibson and
Bill Cook

Home for
real-life birdies

Wilton members create a wildlife haven on the
popular Teesside course

T

wo golfing members have created
100 homes for their feathered
friends after successfully seeing
nature take its course.

Colin Gibson and Bill Cook’s work has
seen Wilton officially registered with the
British Trust in Ornithology and records will
be kept of the activity at the nesting boxes.
It was in January and February last year
that the duo erected 20 boxes.
“Being new to the game no great thought
went in to the sighting of the boxes and
it was left to luck whether they became
occupied or not,” said Colin. “The spring of
2013 was wet and research shows that the
success rate of breeding birds around the
country was low. The 20 boxes were checked
at the end of the breeding season, or rather
19, as that’s all we could find. The remaining
one still has not been located.”
Colin and Bill were delighted to find that
11 of the boxes had been used – eight had
empty nests so broods were successfully
raised and fledged, the other three had
cold Blue and Great Tit eggs inside, while
a 12th box had a less welcome wasps nest
occupying it.
Colin said: “We were delighted with the
results so we decided to do the job properly
and I made another batch of boxes over
the winter. Advice was sought from various

sources with regards to type, size and
location of the boxes.”
Approximately 20 boxes were erected
around the driveway, clubhouse and car
parks. Others were spaced out around the
course itself averaging out at three per hole.
“One of the things the BTO request at the
end of each season is a percentage of boxes
used so being no great mathematicians we
decided to again increase the number of
boxes to exactly 100,” said Colin.
“Most of these were put up on the practice
ground and in the surrounding woodland.”
Boxes have been erected for owls,
woodpeckers, tits, sparrows, robins,
blackbirds and treecreepers. While the pair
are hoping for a good percentage of the small
boxes to be occupied they are not hopeful
for the owl and woodpeckers. The BTO state
that owls are territorial and may never use a
box for five to ten years. Bill said: “If we don’t
give it a try we will never know”.
Extra boxes were made and sold at the
club. All proceeds are to be used to benefit
the wildlife. Bird feeders and tables have
been obtained and erected.
Colin said: “They are already well used
and have become a topic of conversation. I
was surprised at the amount of interest and
how many golfers were supportive of the
environment, long may it last.”

TEEINGOFF

Ramside
revamp
on course
One of the region’s most
ambitious golfing projects is
on track to open this year

D

urham’s newest golf course, The
Cathedral Course at Ramside Hall Hotel
and Golf Club is progressing well, despite
the North East weather, with nine holes
set for a ‘soft’ opening in July, before the second nine
opens in September this year.

Work on the course has progressed well since
it began in March 2012.
Ramside’s course manager Roger Shaw said,
“The course is looking really good. We’re happy
with the way it’s shaping up, and we’re continuing
to work hard to get it ready for play later this year.
“We’ve had a few set backs with the weather,
but we have done our first cut and we’re now

The ninth hole on the Cathedral course at Ramside Hall
working on the definition of the course and we’re
starting to get a feel for the final look.”
Shaw, who has worked on the course from the
start of the project, including alongside designer
Jonathan Gaunt on the initial layout, thinks
the course will compliment the Prince Bishops
Course at Ramside, which opened in April 1996.
“The Cathedral course will be a little more open
than the original course, with fewer trees, offering
fantastic views across the course.
“The people that have seen it so far have
commented on how different it looks when
compared to the other course. I think it will play
very different, we won’t be planting as many

trees on the Cathedral course, which will make
it challenging in windy conditions. The large
greens and bunkering will make it feel completely
different from the tree-lined Prince Bishops track,”
Shaw added.
The 18th hole on the Cathedral Course
is alrady being touted as the signature hole;
a 236-yard par three with a trio of lakes to
navigate before you reach the safety of a huge
undulating green. Work on a luxury spa and
leisure club has also begun at Ramside, and is due
to be completed for May 2015. The course, which
is expected to measure over 7,000 yards, with a
par of 72.

Huge selection of 2014 stock NOW
including irons, drivers, clothing and
accessories - Leading Manufacturers

SUMMER GREEN FEES
1ST APRIL TO 31ST OCTOBER

We have an internet PRICE CHECK
- making sure you get the BEST price!

18 Holes £20.00 per person • Full Day £25.00 per person
4 Ball £60.00

OPEN COMPETITIONS 2014
Visit www.theheworthgolfclub.co.uk

Function room available for all occasions such as
Weddings, Christenings, Birthdays, Funerals etc

SWING INTO THIS
YEARS GOLF SEASON
Full Custom Fit service and
teaching available in our NEW
indoor golf studio using the
latest technology by our PGA
qualiﬁed Professionals

CALL IN AND SEE FOR YOURSELF - YOU WON’T BE DISAPPOINTED!
Telephone 0191 4699832 option 1
or email bernie@theheworthgolfclub.co.uk
Heworth Golf Club, Gingling Gate, Heworth, NE10 8XY

EMAIL: MARSHALLSGOLF@LIVE.CO.UK, TELEPHONE: 0191 4384223
Or visit our shop at: Heworth Golf Club
Gingling Gate, Heworth, Gateshead,
Tyne and Wear, NE10 8XY
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Prudhoe’s
grand
gesture

Michael handing over the
cheque to Anna (picture courtesy
of Richard Hannam)
The captain of Prudhoe Golf Club’s
Veterans’ section, Michael Robson,
recently performed his last duty as
captain, handing over a cheque for
£1,000 to Anna Rowell
from ALD Life.
On completing his last duty
before handing over the captaincy to
Brian Hedley, Michael said: “It was
a great way to end a really enjoyable
year. I’m very grateful to everyone
who has given so generously to this
very deserving and little known, but
important charity.”

Stocksfield
and Morpeth
join forces
Two Northumberland golf clubs
have joined forces to create a
new joint membership category

T

he new associate
membership deal
between Stocksfield
and Morpeth golf clubs
allows members of either club to
play golf and enjoy the benefits of
golf club membership at the other
free of charge, seven days a week,
including select competition play.
Roger Jones secretary/
manager at Stocksfield GC said:
“We have been thinking of this
concept for a while as part of our

strategy to retain loyal members
by giving them greater value for
money. I am sure our members
will be delighted and we will
be more attractive to golfers
considering where to play
their golf.”
Terry Minett of Morpeth GC
added: “We share the same values
as Stocksfield and a key priority
for us is enhancing the value
of membership. Offering our
existing members the opportunity

to play a different course at no
extra charge compliments our
strategy and further enhances our
membership offer. We see it as a
win-win for both clubs but most
importantly a reward for our
loyal members.”
The arrangement is for a
trial period of one year, is free to
existing members, and allows
associate members to invite
guests at the home club member’s
guest rate.

Billingham Golf Club

Just a perfect day

EAGLESCLIFFE
GOLF CLUB
1914 - 2014

Ce
rs
leb
rating 100 Yea
Nestled beside the River Tees with the Cleveland Hills as a backdrop, the
course has been described by Golf Monthly magazine as a ‘hidden gem’ of
English golf. This 6289 yard James Braid course is both picturesque and
demanding due to the nature of the rolling terrain and sloping greens which
provides a challenge for both novice and experienced golfers alike.

Highly rated by visitors, our mature tree-lined course with
natural water features and undulating fairways,
coupled with excellent Clubhouse and catering facilities,
makes Billingham a must for you to visit.
Memberships Available
Summer Green fees from £25.00 per round
Golf Parties Welcome
Telephone Julie Lapping on 01642 533816
or the Professional Mike Ure on 01642 557060
Open Competitions 2014
Enter Now! www.billinghamgolfclub.co.uk
Sandy Lane, Billingham, TS22 5NA
www.billinghamgolfclub.com email: billinghamgc@btconnect.com
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A warm welcome awaits.............Golf Societies, Corporate Golf Days and
Captain’s Away Days..............We will tailor packages to your requirements.

SUMMER PACKAGE
1st April - 30th Sept 2014
4 Ball £100 - includes coffee & bacon roll on arrival
For all enquiries or to arrange a visit, please contact Lesley Still or
Don Whitehead on 01642 780238 or email secretary@eaglescliffegolfclub.co.uk
Opens 2014 - Book Now!
•Senior Gents Team Open
•Ladies Open
•Gents Open
• Senior Gents Pairs Open
•Mixed Open

Wednesday 14 May
Friday 16 May
Sunday 3 August
Wednesday 13 August
Sunday 31 August

Details and entry forms can be downloaded from the Club’s website
www.eaglescliffegolfclub.co.uk
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Captains
tee off
Ladies’ captain Di Hutchinson
and Men’s captain John Walton
have opened the new season at
Bellingham Golf Club.
Watched by more than 60 fellow
members, both Di and John found
the centre of the fairway with their
ceremonial drives.
Hutchinson said, “I’m honoured to
be captain of the ladies section and
I’m looking forward to a good year.
“I look forward to encouraging
more ladies in the area to pick up
the game and get involved with the

‘The Friendliest Club on the Coast…..’

great group of ladies we have here
at Bellingham.”
In the men’s stableford competition
on the day, five handicapper Ben Rice
shot 72 gross for 39 points, while
Marc Walton was second with 38
points, and Paul Creighton finishing
third with 35 points.

Play & Stay
Bed & Breakfast with
unlimited golf *

1 NIGHT & 1 DAY’S
UNLIMITED GOLF*

£49 p.p.

Golf Coast Passport
Facilities include, two bedrooms (max
with Bed & Breakfast from,
4 guest) lounge with stunning views
2 NIGHTS, 3 ROUNDS
of the course & North Sea, a fully
equipped kitchen , bathroom, parking, OF GOLF, FROM 5 COURSES*
full use of the Clubhouse and a full
English Breakfast in our restaurant.

£116 p.p.

Life saver
installed
Members of Eaglescliffe Golf Club’s
seniors’ section have invested in an
automatic external defibrillator.
The AED is now in place and
seven club employees have been
trained in basic life support, cardio
pulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and
how to use the AED. Support training
for an additional twelve members is
being arranged.
Club captain Bob Everett said:
“This is a significant initiative for the
club and although we may never have
to use the AED, we are now prepared.
I particularly want to thank our

Bed & Breakfast

Flamborough Head Golf Club
For more information call: 01262 850333
LIGHTHOUSE ROAD FLAMBOROUGH YO15 1AR
enquiries@ﬂamboroughheadgolfclub.co.uk,
www.ﬂamboroughheadgolfclub.co.uk

seniors’ section and the North East
Ambulance Service for their advice,
support and training.”
Adele Young, community
resuscitation officer for NEAS added:
“When the club came to me for some
advice and support I was delighted
to help. They have a high footfall,
which could mean that there is a
higher potential for someone to suffer
a cardiac arrest. Now the club is fully
prepared to help someone fast.”

Flying
high
Flamborough has handed over a
cheque for £4,000 to the Yorkshire
Air Ambulance thanks to the club’s
Bob Smales accepts a cheque for
charity drive.
£4,000 from Flamborough
Last year’s captains Richard
and club members they raised that
Traves and Irene Cliff both decided
magnificent sum of £4,000.
on the Yorkshire Air Ambulance
Bob Smales from the Yorkshire
as their preferred charity for their
Air Ambulance was invited to the
term of office.
And after a very busy year for them club to accept the cheque on behalf
of the charity.
both and with the help of their friends

Hetton LeGolf
Hill
Club
A SUPERB
JONATHAN GAUNT
LAYOUT - A TRUE TEST
BEST DEALS IN GOLF
Membership £1.00 per day
Seniors £285 per year 7 Day Membership

GREEN FEES
£15 per Round, Weekend £17
Seniors £13 per Round, Weekend £15
Weekend Special - 4 Ball £50
Societies & Parties Discounted Rates
Website hettongolf.co.uk
Telephone 0191 517 3061 or email hettoncgc@gmail.com
Hetton le Hill Golf Club, Elemore Vale, Easington Lane, DH5 0QT
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Harrison
masterclass
Dean Bailey catches up with John Harrison, one of the
region’s most respected coaches, who remains competitive
on the Seniors Tour

T

here are few people in and around
golf in the North East that are more
recognisable than Matfen Hall
professional John Harrison.
John, who has been at Matfen Hall since 1994,
is known as both a club professional, with a stable
of top amateurs and professionals, and a touring
professional. He is one of the few men to do both
successfully on the international stage.
In his 34-year career John has competed on
both the European Tour, and the European Seniors
Tour, alongside some of the game’s greatest names,
having joined the Senior Tour after winning the
qualifying school in 2009.
“In my first three years on the tour I was really
happy,” John explains as we sit watching the rain fall
on the golf course from the warmth of the Keepers
Lodge. “I finished between 30-40 in the Order of
Merit in those three years. I was earning a little
bit of money and enjoying the life of a tour pro travelling around the world playing golf with the
top players, everyone from Greg Norman, to Woosy
(Ian Woosnam) and Sam Torrance.
“It’s a great experience, playing in places as a far
away as Australia and Japan. And to hold my own
against the top players in the world has been great.”
Last season John finished 57th on the Senior
Tour Order of Merit, his best result coming in the
Speedy Services Wales Senior Open (tied 21). “ I
played OK last season,” John explains. “My short
game let me down. My putting stats were down
a couple of putts per round from 2012 and that
really hurt me. I still feel as though I’m not finished
yet. I’ll keep playing as long as I can, or as long as
I’m competitive. Fitness is really important at our
age. The guys that are coming onto the tour and
doing well are the ones that look after themselves.
“Bernhard Langher is one of the fittest guys I’ve
seen. You’ll glance across the locker room and see
him in there doing his warm up; he’s like a young

lad. That’s why he’s the best senior in the world at
the minute, he hasn’t slowed down at all.”
John is one of the few club professionals to have
managed to balance the commitments of the ‘day
job’ with a successful stint on tour, but he has clear
priorities, “I’m a club pro, that’s my job. My Senior
Tour trips come second.
“Coaching is the main part of my career
and I want to try and build that back up again.
When I started on the tour I was teaching
morning, noon and night, with England, Durham
and Northumberland squads, as well as my
private tuition.
“I’ve been lucky enough to work with some great
players. Ken Ferrie would be the prime example, but
the list includes many top players.”
John has worked with many of the North East’s
best players and has seen them win at every level
of the game, from English titles, to the Amateur
Championship, as well as European Tour events.
“Every player is different,” John says.
“Graeme (Storm) and Ken were both in my
Boys’ squad and they were totally different players.
Ken was very natural; he swung the club short
and quick. I could have a three-hour session with
Ken and he would hit 40 balls and chat for two
hours about his game. With Ken it was always
about trying to get him in a position where he
had a chance. From there he almost always took
advantage because he had a great mentality for golf.
Ken wasn’t scared, he wasn’t too technical, he just
went out and did it. He’s a three-time tour winner
and he came very close to winning the US Open.
“I hope he gets back to that place. He still plays
beautifully, he just needs a bit of confidence and I’m
sure he can come back and do well.”
John has also seen some of the younger players
he has worked with in the past win championships.
“Garrick [Porteous, the British Amateur Champion]
was a very good player in his youth. I think his
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time in America did him a lot of
good; he became a good scorer and
improved a huge amount. He’s also
physically very good, very fit and strong;
biomechanically he’s brilliant.
“I suppose the next one to look at
would be Jack Hermeston, who will be
off to the States soon. He’s grown up a
lot in the last year or so; he’s like a giant
now. He’s gone through a big transition
in his game, but will go to America
and I’m sure he’ll come back stronger.
I’m sure he’ll follow in the footsteps of
guys like Garrrick and Chris Paisley.
He’s a modern player, very fit, very
committed.”
Things have changed a lot since John
turned pro in April 1977, starting out
at Brampton GC. He explains, “I didn’t
see my golf swing until I was 20 years
old. Back then it was all down to what
the pro told you, what you felt, the ball
flight, the divot pattern. You had to use
your brain; look at the ball flight, and
work out what was happening through
impact. Now there seems to be a
machine that tells you everything.
“But they can’t tell you how to put it
right though. So us pros still have a big
job to do,” John adds with a wry smile.
Having successfully mixed his club

John
Harrison
enjoys life on
and off the
course

and tour schedules over the last 37 years, John has
met a lot of golfers and is always well supported in
his ‘home’ events. “People in the North East love
their sport, whether it’s football, cricket or golf, the
people really get behind their local team.
“They certainly have for me. When I played at
Slaley Hall in tour events I could have a gallery of
40 or 50 following me. I probably knew 40 of them.
“In the three times I played at Slaley I was
never outside the top 20, I really wanted to do
well, having so many people you know watching
you, it pushes you to play well.” The Senior Tour

returned to the North East last season, with the
English Senior Open taking place at Rockliffe
Hall in October. “It was a great event,” John says.
“The crowds were really good, and the course was
superb. I think it will be another successful event
this year.
“I don’t know how many tournaments I’ll
actually get into,” John explains. “I get the feeling
that when the list comes out I’ll be in and around
the first reserve position, so it will depend how
many people pull out. I may get in three events, I
may get in 10. We’ll wait and see.”

When it comes to golf in
Leeds, we’re the masters.
Corporate and Society Golf Days Conferences and Seminars
• 27 hole championship golf course designed by Robert Trent Jones Snr.
• Dedicated Golf Operations Team
• For a successful golf experience you will talk about for months
to come
E: james.whitaker@magc.co.uk
T: 0113 266 5209

• Full conference and business facilities
• Meeting rooms from 20 to 180, full catering services
• Large free car park
• 10 miles from Leeds Bradford Airport,
• 7 miles from Leeds City Centre
E: info@magc.co.uk

www.magc.co.uk
25th to 27th May Moor Allerton Golf Club
The first ever event of its kind in the UK. Reach an audience of over 10,000 visitors.
• Presentations by business and sport speakers • Competitions • Tour Pro • Celebrity golf • Supporting 15 charities
For exhibitor opportunities, please email: paul.collins@magc.co.uk
www.yorkshiregolfandbusinessfestival.co.uk
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(PROBABLY) THE BEST GOLF CLUB
MEMBERSHIP OFFER IN THE COUNTY…
2 FOR THE PRICE OF ONE!
Morpeth and Stocksﬁeld Golf Clubs have entered into an exciting new partnership with the objective of
rewarding members through giving increased value to their membership fee. Associate Membership at
Stocksﬁeld or Morpeth oﬀers the following playing rights at the other Club – FREE OF CHARGE!

Seven Day Membership, Casual Golf, Gents Competitions, Guests (Paying Guest Rate),
Play In Club Friendlies, Bookable Tee Times

THE COMPLETE PACKAGE

MEMBERSHIP AND VISITOR
OFFERS AT STOCKSFIELD

MEMBERSHIP TO MEET YOUR NEEDS, LIFESTYLE AND BUDGET!

18 holes of woods and parkland with stunning views of the Tyne Valley

2014 PACKAGES AND PRICES:

FULL MEMBERSHIP FEES TO 31ST MARCH 2015

NEW FOR 2014 Lifestyle - £150 + from £10 per round
OTHER MEMBERSHIP PACKAGES
Child / Beginner £53 - £79 • Child (Age 12-14) £119 - £156
Adult Introductory £101 - £171 • Junior (15)-Intermediate (30) £164-£548
Twilight £214 • Country/Working Away £327
Full Membership 1 year £589, 2 years £1,175
MORPETH GOLF CLUB

CALL

01670 504942

for 18-30’s
Offers available to new members only. Discounts available to four or more joining
together. Plus a (one off) registration fee of £25 gives you Associate Membership at
Morpeth GC - two memberships for the price of one!
Visitor and Society Offers Available 7 Days a Week
Book On Line via our website including 2014 Opens

Telephone 01661 843041 (Option1) or
email info@stocksfieldgolfclub.co.uk

LOANSDEAN, MORPETH, NE61 2BT

WWW.MORPETHGOLF.CO.UK

£450 £265
Stocksfield Golf Club

www.morpethgolf.co.uk

New Ridley Road, NE43 7RE • www.stocksfieldgolfclub.co.uk

MORPETH GOLF CLUB

www.morpethgolf.co.uk

CHOOSE WHICH CLUB YOU WISH TO JOIN, PAY A ONE OFF REGISTRATION FEE OF JUST £25
AND YOU BECOME AN ASSOCIATE MEMBER OF THE OTHER CLUB!.
STOCKSFIELD GOLF CLUB: Roger Jones, Secretary/Manager, 01661 843041, secretary@stocksﬁeldgolfclub.co.uk, www.stocksﬁeldgolfclub.co.uk
MORPETH GOLF CLUB: Terry Minett, General Manager, 01670 504942, terry@morpethgolf.co.uk, www.morpethgolf.co.uk
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EuroPro
Q-school
round-up

Region’s young pros win
places on development tour

G

Golfers from across the region have
secured their HotelPlanner.com
PGA EuroPro Tour cards for 2014 at
Qualifying School, ahead of the start
of a packed schedule on the development tour.
Both Chris Halley (Malton & Norton Golf
Club), and Alex Wrigley (Hartlepool Golf Club)
picked up category three cards, the best possible
through Q School, by finishing inside the top 30 at
Final Stage at Frilford Heath in Oxfordshire.
Halley finished the week seven under-par,
six shots behind winner David Booth from
Rotherham Golf Club. Wrigley finished in a tie
for 15th place on six under par, shooting 70 in all
three of his rounds.
Slaley Hall’s Hunting Course provided one of

James Wilkinson
four First Stage qualifying venues; Brampton’s
James Wilkinson topping the leaderboard there,
with a one-over par total.
The HotelPlanner.com PGA EuroPro Tour
starts on the Belfry’s Brabazon Course and visits
De Vere Slaley Hall and Longhirst Hall in the
North East, as well as Moor Allerton in Yorkshire.
The Tour arrives at Longhirst on May 21 for its
third event. The final round will take place in front
of the Sky Sports cameras on Friday, May 23. The
Tour will use Longhirst’s Dawson course for the

first time, after four years on the Lakes course.
Last year George Woolgar secured his first
victory of the season at Longhirst, and went on to
earn his Challenge Tour card by finishing in the
top five on the Order of Merit.
Duncan Stewart performed the same feat
in 2012, winning at Longhirst and following
it up with a victory at Hunley Hall to earn
his Challenge Tour card for 2013.
For the full HotelPlanner.com PGA EuroPro
Tour visit www.europrotour.com

Hirsel Golf Club
One of the UK’s Hidden Gems, recently featured in Golf Monthly’s
Top 100 Hidden Gems of UK & Ireland list

Come and play the No1 golf course in the Scottish Borders
Gents Open 4 man Texas
Scramble Saturday 17th May Entry £40 per team
For all our best Green Fee deals
- Check out our online booking
facility at: www.hirselgc.co.uk

Visitors and Society
bookings welcome

FREE ENTRY FOR ALL SPECTATORS

TELEPHONE

01890 882678

e: secretary@hirselgc.co.uk

Hirsel Golf Club, Coldstream, Kelso Road, Berwickshire, TD12 4NJ
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THE PGA EUROPRO TOUR RETURNS
TO LONGHIRST HALL GC, MORPETH
THIS MAY 21-23

Longhirst Hall
G O L F

C L U B
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Westwood and Clarke
heading to Aberdeen

and the first winner of The Race to
Dubai back in 2009, returns to this
event - which he won in 1998 - for
the first time in three years. The
Englishman also has a proven track
record in Scotland, having also
captured the Alfred Dunhill
Links Championship at the
Home of Golf in 2003.
“I am really looking
forward to returning to
the Scottish Open,” said
Westwood. “It is a course
I have never played in
competition so it is going to
be a new challenge, and I have
heard great things about it.
“I think it will also be the
perfect place to prepare for The
Open Championship and that
is one of the reasons why I have
made the decision to return this
year. Of course, being a former
winner of this event makes it extra
special for me.”
Defending champion
Mickelson, two-time major
winner Rory McIlroy and Jimmy
Walker, three-time winner this
year on the US PGA Tour, have all
confirmed their attendance.

Players looking forward to two weeks of Links golf

L

ee Westwood and Darren Clarke
will join one of the strongest
fields in the history of the
Scottish Open at Royal Aberdeen

in July.
Close House’s Westwood and Clarke
are close friends and have formed one of
most formidable Ryder Cup partnerships
of recent times, winning six points out of
a possible eight when paired together in
golf ’s greatest team event.
Clarke will be hoping his return to the
Aberdeen Asset Management Scottish
Open on July 10-13 will conjure memories
of one of the greatest moments of his
career, when he claimed his first Major at
the 2011 Open Championship a week after
playing in Scotland’s national open.
Clarke, who finished runner up to
Edoardo Molinari in 2010, is hoping that
he can add a 15th title to his European

Tour trophy haul on Scotland’s stunning
North East coastline. “It is no secret that I
love links golf,” said the Northern Irishman.
“So to have a new links course on The
European Tour’s international schedule is
very exciting for me, and especially at an
event with which I feel I have a real affinity.
“The Scottish golf fans are some of the
most knowledgeable in the world so it is
always a pleasure to return to this event
and I hope that I can give them something
to shout about.”
Last year, American Phil Mickelson
became the latest player to benefit from
the experience of the Scottish links in his
quest for Open glory, defeating Branden
Grace in a play-off to claim his first
Scottish Open title before going on
to earn his fifth Major title and first
Claret Jug at Muirfield a week later.
Westwood, the former World Number One

Lee Westwood

MEMBERSHIPS NOW AVAILABLE
IN ALL CATEGORIES
GET A FULL MEMBERSHIP
FROM LESS THAN £10 PER WEEK!
DIRECT DEBIT AVAILABLE
DON’T BE LATE IN BOOKING
YOUR SOCIETY OUTINGS
FOR THIS SUMMER
- WEEKEND AVAILABILITY
PGA EUROPRO HERE
MAY 19TH - 23RD
PRO - AM TEAMS AVAILABLE
AT £275 +VAT FOR TEAM OF 3

Longhirst Hall
G O L F

C L U B

Telephone 01670 791562
or email: enquiries@longhirstgolf.co.uk
LONGHIRST HALL GOLF COURSE, LONGHIRST,
MORPETH, NORTHUMBERLAND, NE61 3LL
visit us online at: www.longhirstgolf.co.uk
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How’s about
VAT for
clubs
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David Edwards

Dave does the trick

D

avid Edwards has been invited to take his trick
shot golf show back to Dubai at the end of
the year.
He will also be at a new venue in Cambodia
in August but the invite for the fourth time to the European
Tour’s end-of-season World Championships in Dubai in
November underlines the reputation Edwards’ show now has.
The former Catterick pro has already visited Dubai for a
corporate event as well the Golf Show in Orlando plus India,

Thailand and Denmark in an increasingly busy schedule.
His first-ever trip to India was to the Gaekwad Baroda
Golf Club in the grounds of the Motibaug Palace, where
he was introduced to the King of Baroda, HH Maharaja
Gaekwad Samarjitsinghrao.
Later this year, he will be performing in Switzerland as
well as Cambodia and Dubai again and he also has a busy
year in the UK including Forest Pines and the centenary
celebrations at Eaglescliffe.

A fistful of dollars
The European Tour’s Race to Dubai will have a $5m
bonus pool boost this year.
The bonus pool will be open to the leading 15
players on the Race to Dubai competing at the DP World
Tour Championship, in Dubai.
There will also no longer be a requirement for
European Tour members to participate in a minimum
number of Final Series events, although they must still
fulfil their minimum overall event obligation to be eligible
for the season-ending DP World Tour Championship
held at Jumeirah Golf Estates.
Following Henrik Stenson’s coronation as European
Number One at the end of inaugural Final Series last
season, the 2014 Race to Dubai will again conclude
with the BMW Masters and the WGC – HSBC
Champions in Shanghai, China, followed by the
Turkish Airlines Open and, finally, the DP World Tour
Championship from November 20 -23.
The European Tour has also introduced an enhanced
points system for 2014. At the conclusion of the Perth
International, prize money on the Race to Dubai will be

converted into points
(one Euro equalling
one point). Each
Final Series event
will then carry a total
points breakdown of
10,000,000, with
the winner receiving
1,666,600 points.
This new scheme is
aimed at emphasising
the importance of the Final Series tournaments by
rewarding players for their performances in them.
To be eligible for bonus pool prize money, and
the appropriate Race to Dubai points, a player must
participate in the 2014 DP World Tour Championship
unless he has a mitigating circumstance. The changes
have received widespread support from European Tour
players, including Stenson. “It’s good to evaluate and
make tweaks to any system,” said the Swede. “I think
the announcement is a good move all round.”

Image credit: © Getty Images

Around 1,000 British golf
clubs are set to share a £115m
cash windfall after a European
court ruling.
The EU Court of Justice has
ruled against HM Revenue and
Customs in a long-running VAT
dispute after a legal challenge by
Bridport and West Dorset Golf Club.
Charges for playing sports at notfor-profit clubs, such as members
golf clubs, have been VAT-exempt
since 1990, but HM Revenue and
Customs restricted the exemption
to income from members, meaning
clubs had to pay VAT on green fees.
Now, after a legal challenge
brought by the Bridport and West
Dorset Club, the EU Court of Justice
has ruled that the exemption must
also cover charges to visiting players
and that this should be backdated.
Several clubs have now issued
claims to recover VAT, with others
expected to follow suit, which
could lead to a hefty payout for
the taxman.
The Revenue is expected to
accept the decision rather than
challenge it, according to law
firm Wilkins Kennedy, which is
representing three clubs in their fight
to get the money back.
Andy Dawburn, VAT partner
at the firm, said: "This is a
breakthrough for the golf clubs that
took on HMRC and those that have
yet to put in a claim.
"Clubs that have not already
put in a claim should do so now,
as they may be eligible for VAT
repayments on green fees dating to
February 2009."
One possible fly in the ointment,
however, is a possible complication
should the HMRC argue that it
is the individual green fee payer
rather than the club who should
get a refund.
If that happens many clubs may
not bother to claim as it would be
something of a nightmare to try and
work out who is owed what.
However, it could also mean
that VAT may not be charged on
future green fees which could mean
cheaper golf for the casual green
fee player.
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Charity
champs
Redcar couple raise yet more
cash through their golfing
charity work in Nepal

M

ore than £1,000 has been raised for
Nepalese charities thanks to Redcar
couple Anne and Bryan Connelly.
The money came from two
tournaments organised by the Cleveland club
pair and there was enough made to also help the
development of young golfers in Nepal.
The two events were held at the Himalayan
Golf Club, Pokhara and the Royal Nepal Golf Club
in Kathmandu. Anne and Bryan are regular visitors
to Nepal to carry out charity work and they were able
to put up some impressive prizes thanks to voucher
donations and golf gear from IMG merchandise
company and clubs from Alison White of the R&A.
With 16,000 in rupees cash sponsorship and

Competitors and
winners at the
Royal Nepal Club’s
charity tournament
11-year-old Devasri Rana with 31 points. The money
raised from the tournaments will be spent on a hostel
for disabled people and the school for 53 children of
landless people in Butal.
The total raised was 195,795 Rupees (£1,221), way
beyond the target amount to put windows, doors
and a water tank at the hostel and to buy teaching
equipment for the school. The youth golf programme
in Pokhara will benefit by 30,000 Rupees and the
remainder will be used for health camps.

vouchers and goods from another 14 businesses, the
tournament was a major success with 22 players.
Despite awful weather and the proud winner of
the Connelly/WNDT running trophy was Basanta
Gautam with an impressive 36 points.
The second event also attracted 21 players,
including five women and one junior and this time
the weather was perfect and the winner, with 37
points was Mani Prasad Rai and the winning lady was
Rekha Ghimire with 32 points and the runner-up was

MEMBERSHIP
Full 7 Day
£325.00
OPEN COMPETITIONS 2014
Ladies - Tuesday 15th July
Mixed - Thursday 24th July
Seniors - Wednesday 20th August
To enter or for further details
telephone 01642 765000

2014 Group Golf Packages

Have you
played at

Ingleby
Golf
Course
G

 01609 778855
 enquiries@romanby.com
Yafforth Road, Northallerton, North Yorkshire, DL7 0PE, T&C’s Apply

GLE

O

LF

BY B A R W I

ACAD

Fantastic benefits
FREE baskets of balls!
Visitors & Golf
Societies Welcome
Driving Range - Golf Shop - Bistro

CK

Y

IN

DRIVING RANGE
MEMBERSHIP
NOW AVAILABLE
12 months
only £35.00

EM

www.inglebygolf.co.uk

01642 765000

Open to the public
Lullingstone Crescent, Ingleby Barwick, Stockton on Tees, TS17 5GJ
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THE INAUGURAL

Charity Golf Day

Northern
Day, -Wednesday
July 9, Close
House,
In aidGolfer
of NoGolf
Strings
a Newcastle-based
charity
contact
Gary
Ramsay,
tel
01661
0844
115
working with children in the world’s trouble spots
email gary@offstonepublishing.co.uk
- is at Close House on Wednesday, July 9.

Teams of four are £350 and include
a round on the Lee Westwood Filly course
at Close House plus evening barbecue,
prize giving and charity auction.

To book your team contact Gary Ramsay,
tel 01661 844 115 • email gary@offstonepublishing.co.uk

Jo Oliver

Girl power
Teenagers get the chance to take on some of
the games biggest names to help hone their
tournament skills

T

Attractive
Alistair McKenzie
designed parkland course
Half price ladies playing memberships
for two years - T&Cs apply
Juniors aged 10-15 - playing membership £55
Book now: 2014 society packages from £22pp
For further details call Malcolm on: 01977 792241
or email manager@pdgc.co.uk
Visit our website: www.pdgc.co.uk
Pontefract & District Golf Club
Park Lane, Pontefract, England, WF8 4QS
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he North’s top women
golfers can underline their
England potential in an
exciting new development.
The WPGA is to open up entry
to its popular One Day Series to U16
and U18 girls from England Golf ’s
regional squads to give them the
chance to develop their skills in a
tournament arena.
PGA chief executive Sandy Jones
hopes the decision to allow England
Golf ’s talented teenagers to compete
will reap rewards in the future.
“I am delighted that England Golf
and the WPGA are working together in
this way to produce the next generation
of outstanding players,” he said.
“The PGA has a number of very
good players so this is a fantastic
chance for these girls to test themselves
in a competitive environment against
experienced professionals.”
Members of England Golf ’s
regional squads will be able to take on
experienced players such as three-time
WPGA Professional Champion and
former tour player Tracy Loves as well
as current One Day Series champion Jo
Oliver and past winner Fern Grimshaw.
The series of seven day events will
run from May-August and includes

several high profile venues including
Dunham Forest, which hosts the first
event on May 8.
Harry Vardon’s Midland gem, Little
Aston hosts the next on May 19.
The remainder of the events will
take place at Chesterfield (May 30),
Kedleston Park (June 23), South Herts
(July 23), Salisbury and South Wilts
(July 28) and Forest Pines (August 13).
Entry will be for up to 10 players
per event with a maximum handicap
requirement of four.
Those taking part will also get the
chance to play at Stoke-by-Nayland
later in the year in the WPGA
International Challenge.
Hannah Ralph won the inaugural
tournament 12 months ago and
organisers expect another strong field
with a minimum prize fund of €30,000
at stake in the tournament which will
be staged from October 16-18.
The 54-hole event is part of the
Ladies European Tour Access Series
(LETAS) and the only one to be staged
in the UK in 2014 and there will be
108 competitors including 15 WPGA
members, comprising winners from
the WPGA’s One Day Series and
the remaining places secured via a
qualifying Order of Merit.

GOLFERNEWS

Everything to make your corporate
or charity day something special
Packages can include, full first tee setup, 120 name leaderboard,
current leaders update board on the 9th/ 10th, putting green competitions,
longest drive and nearest the pin
Book before March 31, 2014 for a discount

Contact Chris on 07889 056 848 / 0191 413 8883
email info@golfscoreboardhire.co.uk • www.golfscoreboardhire.co.uk
Visited Norton
Golf Course Yet?

No! Then make a date in
your diary to play this beautiful
18 hole Parkland course!

Matt Fitzpatrick

Matt leaves uni
but not golf
Fitzpatrick intends to concentrate on his game
after deciding life in the States was not for him

M

att Fitzpatrick, the
first Englishman to
win the US Amateur
in more than a
century, stunned the golfing world by
quitting Northwestern University after
just one term.
The Sheffield youngster has made
it clear he has no immediate plans to
turn pro and will be concentrating
on playing full-time amateur golf and
taking up the invitations he has to play
is the Masters, US Open and Open this
year as a result of his US amateur win.
England Golf have also been
assured that the 19-year-old intends
to continue in the amateur ranks at
least until the 2015 Walker Cup at Royal
Lytham, but nothing is set in stone.
“The last couple of weeks at
Northwestern I had a lot of time to
think about things and I was ready to
come home,” said Matt.
“I spoke to my family and friends
and decided I wanted to take up those
opportunities this year and take my golf
as far as possible.”
The question already being asked
is whether he will turn pro after those
three Majors. “I don’t know if I’m ready
to turn pro yet,” he said.
“I have a lot of room for

improvement in my game and I have
to get bigger and stronger. I’ll see
where I am after this year, but if I do
finish in the top 10 in the US Open
and the Open then maybe I’ll have to
re-evaluate.”
After Fitzpatrick’s success in
Boston, Matt and his father Russell
said they had a four-year plan
which centred around him gaining
a degree, but everyone is entitled to
change their minds.
Fitzpatrick ended last year as the
world’s number one amateur after
a wonderful summer that saw him
become the first Englishman in more
than a century to win the US Amateur
Championship, after collecting the
silver medal as low amateur from The
Open at Muirfield.
Most will understand Fitzpatrick
wanting to stay amateur in order to
take up spots in the year’s first three
majors and he will not be short of
invitations for regular pro events.
Fitzpatrick lost in the final to fellow
Northerner Garrick Porteous in the
Georgia Cup - the first all-England final
in the 17 year history of the tournament
- with Porteous winning 3&2 on the
Lakeside Course at The Golf Club
of Georgia.

Visitors welcome 7 days - Just turn up and pay!
Green fees: Mon to Fri (18 holes) £14 pp
Weekends £16 pp
9 hole Short Loop £10 Mon to Fri

SPECIAL OFFER

Norton
Golf Course

2 Ball only £25 (18 holes)
Bring this advert with you on day of play
Valid Mon-Fri, until end May 2014

Blakestone Lane, Norton, Stockton on Tees
Telephone 01642 676385
www.nortongolfcourse.co.uk

MEMBERSHIPS NOW AVAILABLE
WITH NO JOINING FEE
Includes Twilight, Country
& Reduced Fees for Under 31’s

3 MONTH TASTER MEMBERSHIP
Only £125.00
May-July
Includes 6 group lessons and club vouchers.
Available to men and ladies, limited availability
OPEN DAY FOR TASTER MEMBERSHIPS
Sunday 13th April 1 – 3pm
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Bedlington
award
Northumberland Golf Partnership
supported by England Golf has
presented the Get into Golf Centre
of the Year 2013/2014 award to
Bedlingtonshire Golf Club.
This award recognises that
Bedlingtonshire has excelled in
introducing new people to golf
and actively engaging participants
in follow-on opportunities to
encourage continued regular
participation in the game.
Presenting the award Jason
Budd, regional development officer,
said that Bedlington had shown an
inclusive approach to people just
starting and had striven to retain
member numbers. At the same
award ceremony, Bedlingtonshire
junior member, Will Herron, was
presented with County Academy
Best Male 2013/2014.
Bedlingtonshire Golf Club offers
coaching opportunities for all
ages and levels of ability and is
particularly interested in attracting
new participants with structured
Get into Golf taster sessions
and coaching.
For more information contact
the Marcus Webb,
tel 01670 822 457 or
email webbmarcus2@aol.com

Great start
in North/
Durham
Alliance
This season’s Northumberland
and Durham Golf Alliance is
already well under way.
Brancepeth Castle’s AD Myers
and G Thompson picked up the
Westerhope Cup with 44 points
in February. While Bedlington’s G
Armitage and B Mabon won the
Durham City Cups (Am/Am) in
March with an impressive
46 points.
To keep up to date with fixtures
and results visit
ndgolfalliance.co.uk. For more
information about joining the
Alliance contact Mr R.E. John,
tel 01207 270 580
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Cookridge
Hall

Club is class apart
Cookridge Hall is looking to the future with a unique
programme to help youngsters who might want to
pursue a career in golf

Y

orkshire club Cookridge Hall has
launched a pioneering school
golfing scheme.
Cookridge has teamed up with
Prince Henry’s Grammar School in Otley to offer
a golf programme to students with a view to them
pursuing a potential career in the sport.
It’s anticipated it will run alongside A level or
BTEC studies and will be run by Cookridge’s head
of junior development Jonathan Pearson, a PGA
instructor and TPI Level 3 junior coach.
“For many 15 and 16-year-olds deciding what
to do after completing their GCSEs can be a lifechanging decision,” said Jonathan.
“Do they stop on to sixth form? Apply for
an apprenticeship, perhaps go to college, or
even play full time golf? For boys and girls
who have a passion for golf, this can massively
affect their decision.
“At present the only golf performance
programmes available are outside of Yorkshire
and for many, the thought of leaving home at this
age is daunting.
“So, to be given the go-ahead to run a golf
performance programme in partnership with the

school is a major step. Pupils will be able to study
for A Levels and or a BTEC qualification and have
eight hours plus per week of golf performance
work placed into their regular school timetable.”
Some of that will be in the classroom, but the
majority will be spent on the golf course, gym or
golf academy at Cookridge.
“This project is unique,” added Jonathan, “and
gives young golfers a fantastic opportunity to
develop their golf, whether they wish to be tour
players or simply have a passion for improving.”
Meanwhile Cookridge has scooped the top
national junior award by being named the 2014
winners of England Golf ’s prestigious GolfMark
Club of the Year.
Their success was announced at a gala
dinner at the England Golf County Conference at
Staverton Park in Northamptonshire.
Ray Agar, the Cookridge Hall junior organiser,
said: “We are very honoured and it’s great to
know that the hard work of the whole team
has been recognised.”
Cookridge was the first club in Yorkshire to
achieve GolfMark and at its last two assessments
it was awarded High Achiever status.

For more information on the school golfing scheme at Cookridge contact Jonathan Pearson
tel 07871 068 488 or visit www.cookridgehalljuniors.co.uk and www.mytpi.com

GOLFERNEWS

Cumbrian
ladies
triumph
Cockermouth pick up
national title after running up
an impressive points score

C

umbria club Cockermouth is toasting
the success of its ladies section after
they put together a spectacular score to
win a national title.
Pat Wimpress (left) and Annette Milburn (right) are pictured at the annual meeting
The Cockermouth club picked up the EWGA
with outgoing England Golf president Pam Benka
Trust Stableford title at the annual meeting of
402 points and they finished four points clear of
England Golf after beating more than 180 other
“We are quite a small club and winning this is
their closest rivals, Coombe Wood in Surrey and
clubs to claim the trophy.
fantastic for us, just wonderful,” said Pat. “That’s
Tiverton in Devon.
Each year, clubs are invited to fund raise for
why we decided to travel to Woodhall Spa for
“We had a real purple patch that day,” said
the EWGA Trust at a stableford competition. They
the presentation.”
Pat Wimpress, Cockermouth ladies secretary
are asked to make a donation based on the points
Pat joined ladies’ captain Annette Milburn to
and vice-captain. The section’s top scorer had 47
scored by the top 10 players in their competition
make the journey to the home of England Golf to
points – and cut her handicap from 19 to 16 –
and nationwide they raised over £3,000.
receive the trophy. Cockermouth’s ladies section
while four other players also scored in the 40s. The are regular supporters of the EWGA Trust and
In Cockermouth’s nominated competition
lowest counting scores were a pair of 35s.
the top 10 players together amassed a superb
proud of their own improving female membership.

NOW OPEN @ The Hobson Golf Store
Come and meet the team and help us re-create ‘The Good Old Days’ at The Hobson Golf Club!
Opening offer at The Hobson Golf Store, 30% OFF all FootJoy stock!
Now in stock: Taylor Made SLDR & Jetspeed Family • Callaway Big Bertha & X2 Hot Family
Cobra BioCell Family • Extensive Bag & Shoe Ranges
Comprehensive Motocaddy Trolley & Accessory Range (Service Agency @ Wearside GC)
Obviously, best prices are guaranteed, but you already know that!
We are heavily represented on
(http://stores.ebay.co.uk/Bargain-Golf-Equipment-UK),
please visit us to see our full range, delivery is available to your door or your nearest store.
Follow us on

/bargaingolfequipment for up to date news and ‘Facebook only’ offers
@BarginGolfEquip
Follow us on

Seaham Golf Club

Wearside Golf Club

The Hobson Golf Store

Shrewsbury Street, Seaham
Co. Durham, SR7 7RD • 0191 5130837

Coxgreen, Sunderland, Tyne & Wear
SR4 9JT • 0191 5344269

Hobson Golf Club, Burnopfield, Newcastle
NE16 6BZ • 01207 271605
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Fawcitt
joins
Slaley Hall

Morpeth-based PGA professional
Steven Fawciit has joined the
team at Slaley as the head
teaching professional.
Steven, 28, arrives from
Morpeth Golf Club where he has
been a teaching professional for
the last four years while also
competing on the PGA
EuroPro Tour.
“Moving to Slaley Hall is a
massive opportunity for me to build
my reputation as a coach and I’m
looking forward to working with
a players of varying abilities and
ages,” Steven said.
“I’m also looking forward to
working on the Get into Golf and
Grassroots programmes, boosting
participation in the area.”

Cumbria
welcomes
new captain

Ulverston Golf Club’s Andrew
Edwards is set to take the reigns
as captain of Cumbria’s men’s
golf team.
Edwards takes over from Martin
Hand, having played for the county
team 53 times. Edwards won the
County Matchplay Championship
in 2012 and has won the
Ulverston Club Championship
15 times.
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Ryder Cup
Captain Paul
McGinley
with his first
two Vice
Captains
Des Smyth
and Sam
Torrance
(©Getty
Images)

Super Mac is
Ryding high
The eagerly anticipated Ryder Cup is already taking
shape as McGinley calls on experience to support him

P

aul McGinley has named Ireland’s Des
Smyth and Sam Torrance as his first
two vice captains for the Ryder Cup
clash against the US at Gleneagles
this September.
Smyth will be remembered as the winner
of the Newcastle Brown 900 Tournament at
The Northumberland Club way back in 1980
while Torrance has been a frequent visitor to
the region to play in the Seniors at Slaley Hall
and also with Barry Lane for the Goldsmiths/
Journal tournament.
The duo will also bring vital Ryder Cup
experience to the European team room. Torrance
played in eight consecutive matches from 1981 to
1995, memorably holing the winning putt at the
Belfry in 1985, one of three winning teams he was
a part of.
It is a venue which continued to have
particular resonance for the Scot when, 17 years
later, he assumed the role of European captain
there and led his charges to an emotional 15½12½ triumph. Smyth, meanwhile, played in the
biennial contest in 1979 and 1981, as well as being
vice captain to Ian Woosnam at The K Club in
2006 where Europe recorded their record home
victory of 18½-9½. McGinley said: “They were

the first two people I had in mind for this role
when I was appointed captain and, since then, I
have talked to a lot of the experienced European
players about having them as part of the team
and, to a man, they have been very supportive of
the idea.”
Torrance said: “Everyone knows how much
The Ryder Cup has meant to me over my career
so I am absolutely delighted to be involved once
again. Paul was a special part of my team at The
Belfry in 2002 and he knows I will do everything
possible to help him and the team at Gleneagles
in September.”
Smyth captured eight titles on The European
Tour including the 2001 Madeira Island Open
which, at the time, made him the oldest winner
in Tour history at the age of 48 years and 34 days,
a record which stood for 11 years until it was
eventually overtaken by Miguel Angel Jiménez’s
victory in the 2012 Hong Kong Open.
Smyth said: “I was thrilled when Paul
contacted me and asked me to be one of his vice
captains at Gleneagles – there was no hesitation
for me in saying ‘yes’. I relished the opportunity to
be a vice vaptain at The K Club in 2006 and I look
forward to playing a positive role once again in
supporting Paul and the team.”
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Women welcome at last

BEAMISH PARK GOLF CLUB
Providing Golfing Excellence for over 100 Years
“Be Challenged and Enjoy the Experience”

2014 New Memberships Now Available
Full 7 Day £625/yr or 5 Day £545/yr

The R&A clubhouse at St Andrews

A

nother barrier in golf looks
likely to fall this year.
The Royal and Ancient
Golf Club of St Andrews
is urging its 2,500 members to vote in
favour of abolishing its men-only policy.
The club, which was formed
more than two centuries ago, has
only ever allowed men to join. A vote
on proposals to change that rule is
scheduled for September.
In advance of that meeting, the
Royal and Ancient has written to its
members urging them to support a
change in policy which would allow
women members.
The Royal and Ancient Golf Club
has been the guardian of the rules
of the game since 1754, although in
2004 it devolved responsibility for the
administration of the game and the
Open Championship to the newlyformed R&A.
"It's a big day for the club," said
R&A chief executive Peter Dawson.
"We've done this really because of our
governance role in the game. We think
it's very good for the governance of golf

that we make this move. Sport has been
changing, society has been changing
and golf is part of that. We think it's
time this change is made."
Dawson added: "The early
indication is that there is great support.
We will have to see what happens."
Scotland's first minister Alex
Salmond boycotted last year's Open
at all-male club Muirfield, while Open
venues Royal St George's and Troon
don't have women members and Troon
has said it has no plans to change
its policy.
In 2012, Augusta National, which
hosts the Masters, allowed women
to join for the first time in its 80-year
history. Dawson has admitted the issue
of men-only golf clubs is becoming
"increasingly difficult" to defend and
he pointed out last year that single-sex
clubs are in a very small minority in
the UK.
Every club has the right to decide
its membership policy as long as it
is within the law, but many find the
idea of men-only clubs repugnant and
believe they shouldn’t host The Open.

Includes access to NE Golf MasterKey membership worth £100
Call Now 0191 370 1982 for more details.
Twilight membership
1st April until 31st September (5pm onwards) £245
Visitors
£13 per round Mondays • £15 per round Tuesday - Friday
£20 per round Weekends - Tee times on request
Open Competitions 2014
Seniors - Thursday 1st May • Mixed - Saturday 24th May
TO BOOK TELEPHONE THE PROFESSIONAL
CHRIS COLE ON 0191 370 1984
Stanley, County Durham, DH9 ORH
Email: beamishgolf@btconnect.com • www.beamishgolf.co.uk

PGA Fourball
Championship
Northern pros will have a chance
to emulate golf greats such as Seve
Ballesteros and Nick Faldo when they
tee up in this year’s Golfbreaks.com
PGA Fourball Championship.
The final is being staged on the Jack
Nicklaus signature course at St Mellion
- scene of several European Tour events
in its 26 year history with a list of
illustrious winners.
Among those is Ballesteros who

defeated Faldo by three strokes in 1994
while the Englishman twice tasted
success with Sandy Lyle in the St
Mellion Trophy in the late 80s.
Sixty pairs of PGA pros will go headto-head in the 54-hole final which will
take place from August 20-22 and has
a total prize fund of £35,000. It is the
first time the PGA has staged a national
final at St Mellion since the venue
hosted the 1978 PGA Cup.
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Skipton
ladies move
on in Mail
on Sunday
Skipton Ladies are through to the
third round of the Mail on Sunday
knockout competition.
After accounting for Keighley
Ladies in the first round, Skipton
travelled to Clitheroe and came
away with a hard-fought thrilling 3
and 2 victory.
The team – sisters Lucy and
Milly Eaton, Amanda Kilner, Nicola
Gamble and Marie Burnham arrived at Clitheroe Golf Club raring
to go, only to discover they were
all giving shots to their opponents.
Having set off in dry, cold and
windy conditions, halfway round
the rain came, though Skipton
soon had two games in the bag
courtesy of the Eaton girls, who
beat their opponents 4 and 3 and
6 and 5.
Unfortunately, Amanda Kilner
and Marie Burnham both lost their
matches, but things were looking
decidedly rosy in the final decider
when Nicola Gamble went five up
at the turn.
However, her opponent fought
back gamely and the match
went to the 18th with Nicola
just prevailing in the tightest of
finishes.
Skipton’s captain Amanda
Kilner said: ‘I’m so proud of the
team. Giving shots isn’t easy at
the best of times, but to give shots
when you’re playing away is even
harder. This is a great win - well
done ladies and good luck in
round three.”

Bob
Everett,
John Still
and Gerry
Longstaff
holding the
Eaglescliffe
centenary
flag
Inset: Derek
Munro and
Rebecca
Webster
raise the
flag

Eaglescliffe
marks 100 years
Centenary club Eaglescliffe has kicked off a year packed
with celebrations. Alan Hedley reports

E

aglescliffe was blessed with one of
the best March days after a poor
winter for the start of a momentous
year which includes many events to
mark the club’s 100 years.
March 13, which marked the Stockton
club’s inaugural date, included the raising of
the centenary flag in the presence of Durham
County president Allan Roberts and a special
three-person tournament.
Other events planned throughout the
year include a centenary president vs captain
match, a St George’s Day competition, a hickory
club tournament, home and away matches
with Oakdale – which is also celebrating its
centenary, a NE/NW PGA pro am on August
8, a river cruise on the Teesside Princess, the

NAIRN DUNBAR GOLF CLUB
Championship Links

• APRIL OFFER Stay & Play - round of golf at Nairn Dunbar
and DBB at 4* Newton Hotel (2 sharing) £89.00
• 15 minutes from Castle Stuart and Inverness Airport
• Weekend availability for societies and visitors
• Nairn Ticket 2 Championship courses from £105.00
• Online booking available

David Edwards trick shot show, an Antiques
Roadshow and even a pantomime.
Over the years the club has produced many
fine players including Derek Munro, who is
widely regarded as being the best amateur
golfer ever to play at Eaglescliffe, playing off
a scratch handicap during three decades and
in 2011, the club won the Teesside Golf Union
Division One title for the sixth time in 10 years.
The inaugural centenary event was a threeperson team competition and the club’s junior
captains Sam Donald and Lewis Wharton
buried a time capsule to be opened in 100 years
time.The raising of the flag was carried out by
86-year -old Munro and 15-year-old Rebecca
Webster. Fittingly, Rebecca with her father,
Richard and John Mankin won the competition.
THE MOST NORTHERN CLUB IN ENGLAND

MAGDALENE FIELDS
GOLF CLUB
Berwick upon Tweed TD15 1NE

PLAY & STAY
SPECIAL OFFER
2 Nights Bed & Breakfast staying at
The Castle Hotel, Berwick
3 Rounds of Golf - 1 each at Duns,
Eyemouth & Magdalene Fields
Only £150 per person
Excellent Party Packages Available

SEE WEBSITE FOR DETAILS AND TO BOOK
Lochloy Road, Nairn, Highland, IV12 5AE • Tel: 01667 452741

www.nairndunbar.com
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For further details telephone
the Secretary on 01289 306130
e: secretary.m.f.g.c@hotmail.co.uk
www.magdalene-fields.co.uk

GRAEMESTORM

Bellingham Golf Club

2014 Opens - enter now!

Follow the link on our website to Open Competitions
and choose from Seniors Texas Scramble (13th May), Seniors 4Ball (3rd Sept),
Mixed Foursomes (14th Sept), Ladies three Player Team (8th Aug),
3 Man Texas Scramble (7th June) ,Men’s Singles (12th July),
Men’s 4 Ball (10th Aug). CONGU Handicaps required.

DIFFICULT BEGINNING

Tough going for me early season
Since I wrote my last column, with high hopes for the
beginning of a new season and looking forward to a
fruitful 2014, it certainly hasn’t gone that way so far
having made only one cut out of six events.
I have to be honest and say that it has been
quite tough over the past few months but I have
been working extremely hard with my coach to put
things right. I have made a lot of good improvements to
my swing and worked a lot on getting my putting to be
more consistent, especially under pressure.
My game has not been at the high standard I
believe it should be and it has been tough to stay
positive mentally, I have tried to stay level headed and
believe it will turn around soon.
While my golf hasn’t been great, things off the
course are starting to take shape and I’m hoping to
launch my new website very soon. We are just putting
some finishing touches to it and looking to have some
new and old pictures that will hopefully give people
more of an insight to my career over the past 15 years.
It has been really good looking back through the
years and seeing the progress I have made, what I have
managed to achieve and the highs and lows this game
can throw at you. This has also helped me put my
current game into perspective. Graemestorm.co.uk will
be live very soon.
I have been looking to get involved with finding new
talent in the area which has brought me into contact
with Dyke House school in Hartlepool where they have
an elite development for sports with three golfers on
the scheme. I managed to get a game in with the boys
at Beamish Park GC where they will be playing in the
North of England school boys championship. The three
boys have very different games and I look forward to
seeing how they get on and progress in the near future.
Hopefully I can be of some help in nurturing their
talent and guide them in the right direction to fulfil what
I believe their dreams are - to be a professional golfer.
Until next time - enjoy some golfing in the
spring weather!

April Online Special Green Fee
Mon - Fri, £20 per round per player weekends.
Buggies & catering available
2014 Memberships NOW available £420 (Full) £315 (2nd Club or Country)
Visit our website and see PGA Professional George Cowan
playing our course. Parties welcome everyday
Telephone 01434 220530 or email admin@bellinghamgolfclub.com
Bellingham Golf Club, Boggle Hole, Belingham, NE48 2DT

www.bellinghamgolfclub.com

BRANCEPETH CASTLE GOLF CLUB

GREEN FEE SPECIAL OFFERS
ON WEEKDAYS

Societies Welcome
Full and 5 Day Membership Available
Telephone sales: 0191 3780075 or
email:enquiries@brancepeth-castle-golf.co.uk
www.brancepeth-castle-golf.co.uk
The Clubhouse, Brancepeth, Durham, DH7 8EA
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COURSEREVIEW

Warm welcome
at Pontefract
A good day out and a lot more besides was how
Alan Hedley found Pontefract

T

here are so many good golf courses in
Yorkshire you’re spoilt for choice.
In fact, you could spend a very large
chunk of your golfing life not venturing
very far and simply playing in a county which
boasts nearly 200 courses.
Some of them are relatively unexceptional but there aren’t many that fall into that category.
Most of them are a joy to play and that’s certainly
true of Pontefract.
It’s an undulating parkland course which is
easy to walk, but it is a fairly tight layout which
makes for a good test of golf.
There’s a tough opening and the fourth, fifth,
13th and 14th holes are particularly challenging
whilst the par three 17th is particularly attractive
48 NORTHERN GOLFER

and forms part of a real sting in the tail which
starts with the signature 16th.
The first three holes are exposed to the
westerly wind and the dog-leg opener may look
short at 356 yards but it demands accuracy, with
out of bounds on the left and the approach to the
green is usually into the prevailing breeze.
There’s out of bounds both left and right at the
par five second but there is the chance to go for
the green in two if you get the drive right.
The short third is a newish green, but it’s very
much a MacKenzie design and you need to be
putting uphill to have a real chance of a birdie.
Out of bounds runs from tee to green at the
next and a slight draw is the best tee shot but
don’t go long and left of the green.

The fifth is a blind tee shot, but it really is a
birdie hole as is the short par five sixth, but it
does play uphill all the way and you must find the
fairway if you want to take it on in two.
The seventh has to be one of hardest par threes
in Yorkshire and it plays more than its length of
213 yards and it’s a very difficult putt if you are
above the hole.
There’s not much relief at the next, the second
hardest hole on the course and it’s usually a
rescue/hybrid to the green.
Risk and reward is on offer at the drivable
ninth, but beware of out of bounds beyond the
hedge on the left and a severely sloping green.
The back nine starts with an excellent par four
with a large MacKenzie green and you need to

COURSEREVIEW

FACT FILE
CONTACT
Pontefract and District Golf Club,
Park Lane, Pontefract, WF8 4QS
Tel: 01977 792241 (Option 1)
Website: www.pdgc.co.uk
Email: manager@pdgc.co.uk

Pontefract has a tight
layout to test all golfers but it
is a joy to play

avoid the ditch at the next to have any chance
and then there is another cracking long par
four with a long narrow green. A par here feels
feel like a birdie!
It’s followed by a long sweeping par five with
a ditch 160 yards from the small green which is
set in a bowl and accuracy is key again at the
short 14th which has a small well-bunkered
pear-shaped green.
There’s a birdie chance at the short par
four 15th and you may well need it with the
signature hole 16th to follow (see Fact File).
Some might plump for 17 as a rival to 16
but the finish is a good one as 17 is a smashing
downhill par three with trouble left and right
while there is out of bounds and trees to
negotiate at the closing hole which is a steady
climb to a green sloping from back to front.

GREEN FEES
Weekdays £33 a round, £37 per day;
weekends £37
Society and group rates available
TOTAL DISTANCE
White tees - 6,519 yards
Yellow tees - 6,197 yards
Red tees – 5,620 yards
FEATURES
18 holes of parkland golf
Enlarged practice area divided into three
– putting green, short game area with
two practice bunkers and a 250 yard
practice driving range with baskets of
balls available in the professional’s shop
and clubhouse
Superb clubhouse with bar, lounge and
dining room
Locker and changing rooms
Plenty of parking
Well-stocked professional’s shop
Buggy, trolley and club hire

Pontefract started life
in 1904 when a nine hole
course was created on land in
a local park, but in the 1920s
a completely new course was
laid out on adjoining land
leased from the
Duchy of Lancaster.
A decade later, the course
was extended to 18 holes
based on a layout drawn by
Alister MacKenzie, who was
born locally at Normanton.
MacKenzie’s portfolio includes
Augusta National, Cypress
Point and his work extends
to around 100 courses across
four continents. A major
redesign of Pontefract was
unveiled in 2008, but the
course retains its MacKenzie
feel

CADDY’S TIP
This is a course for accuracy and clear
thinking. It’s not always the biggest club in
the bag off the tee and it is always about
position on the greens which can be quick
and a bit scary at times
SIGNATURE HOLE
Some might go for the lovely short 17th
but the 374 yard 16th just about gets it.
Normally the hole plays into the wind to
add to the difficulty factor. You need to
avoid the twin oaks and hit the fairway to
give a chance to reach the green in two

ALAN HEDLEY’S VERDICT

A good day out as Wallace and Gromit
would say. Excellent golf course, lovely
clubhouse and a very friendly welcome
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George Washington

PROFILE

Hotel Golf & Spa

PRO -FILE

DAVID
CLARK
NEW FOR 2014
• TaylorMade Jetspeed Drivers & Woods
• TaylorMade SLDR Driver, Woods, Irons & Bags
• Sunmountain Golf Bags
• Adidas Adizero One • Footjoy Shoes

We catch up with Morpeth Golf
Club pro David Clark to talk
about his career, getting into the
game and becoming a club pro
AGE: 35

ALL VISITORS &
SOCIETIES WELCOME
GEORGE WASHINGTON
OPENS 2014
Ladies 4BBB - 15th July - £15.00 pair
Evening Texas Scramble - Shotgun start
Thursday 5th June - £50 per team of 4
Monday 14th July - £50 per team of 4
The Sunderland Plate - 36 hole scratch Sunday 6th July
- £25 per person
Seniors Open - Thursday 7th August - £16 pair
Bank Holiday Monday 4BBB - 25th August
- £10 per person

MEMBERSHIPS
AVAILABLE
7 Day - 5 Day - Flexi - Intermediate - Junior

Telephone Jonny Mould on 0191 4178346
or email: gsd@georgewashington.co.uk
Check website for green fee specials - www.georgewashington.co.uk
Stone Cellar Road, High Usworth, Washington, NE37 1PH
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TURNED PRO: 19 H/CAP: +2
HOME CLUB: Morpeth Golf Club
BIGGEST WIN TO DATE:
Manchester Open, four NE/NW PGA Order of Merit titles
(Runner up in 2013)
THIS SEASON: I’ll not be playing the EuroPro Tour this
year. Having taken over the professional’s job at Morpeth
my priorities have shifted a little bit for this season, but I’ll
still be playing as many regional events as I can.
GETTING INTO THE GAME: I grew up in Rothbury and
picked up the game at the age of 10. My parents were
struggling for something to get me for Christmas and we
lived close to the golf course so they got me a set of clubs.
From about 13-14 I knew that it was what I wanted to do
for a living.
I shot the course record at Rothbury (66) at 15, and
I think I got down to scratch around the end of the
next season. I played some county events, reasonably
successfully (including winning the Journal Champion of
Champions in 1996 and County Strokeplay 1997) and
then decided to turn pro at the age of 19.
AIMS/FUTURE: It’s a bit of a funny situation at the
moment (having gone from a tournament professional to
club professional). For the last 10 years my golf has been
my priority. Now I have other responsibilities.
As far as the next year goes, I may go backwards a little
bit. After that, when I’m settled into the shop and the club
side I’ll still be playing a bit. Playing is still very important
to me; I’ve worked hard over the years and I’m not going
to let it go. There are a lot of guys who have mixed the
two successfully and hopefully I can do that as well.
INTERESTING FACT: Won 11 of 13 pro ams in 2012
(including eight in a row)

GREENWATCH

GREEN
WATCH

With SIMON OLVER,
course manager at Percy Wood

DUNSTANBURGH CASTLE
GOLF CLUB

Scenic 18 hole seaside links course designed by the famous
James Braid, adjacent to spectacular Embleton Bay
VISITORS & SOCIETIES WELCOME INCLUDING WEEKENDS

Spring Special

Coﬀee & bacon roll on arrival,
round of golf followed by soup, large ﬁlled roll & chips
£22 per person Mon-Fri • £25 per person weekends
Embleton, Northumberland, NE66 3XQ - Tel: 01665 576562
email: enquiries@dunstanburgh.com - www.dunstanburgh.com
Our free draining links course means we hardly ever close due to bad weather!

Golf in the Scottish Borders
Traditional country inn ideally situated
for playing MINTO, THE HIRSEL,
KELSO, HAWICK plus many more.
12 en-suite bedrooms with tv, wi-fi,
tea/coffee making facililties, Sky tv.
Restaurant and bar serving excellent home
cooked food and cask ales (good pub guide)

The Auld
Cross Keys Inn

B&B only £35.00 pp sharing
twin room or £45.00 pp single

Tel: Karen or Dave on 01450 870305
crosskeysdenholm@btopenworld.com
www.crosskeysenholm.co.uk
Five Star Tripadvisor Certificate of Excellence

The Green, Denholm, Scottish Borders, TD9 8NU

TEMPERATURES RISE
After a long winter, which was
recorded as the wettest ever,
greenkeepers around the country
are taking advantage of the recent
good weather, ensuring all spring
maintenance is complete in time for
the first competition of the year.
Golfers will see an array of aeration
techniques employed, ensuring any
compaction is elevated, surface
drainage is maintained and playing
surfaces channel sufficient oxygen
to where it is needed. Lots of
topdressing will be applied to help
dilute any organic content build up
from the wet winter and level out the
surfaces. Topdressing is what makes
greens slick and smooth so all you
golfers should be saying to your
greenkeeper, ‘Please put some more
sand on them greens!’
There is a huge amount of
life beneath the turf, which is
responsible for biological processes

involving the materials and nutrients
key to producing healthy turf.
Fertilisers are also applied to ensure
plant health is maximised, allowing
playing surfaces to be finely tuned
for maximum roll and minimal
disturbance. As the temperatures
rise the height your greenkeeper
mows the greens will fall, this is
very site specific and dependent on
grass species.
Mowers will be out on the course
as much as possible. Armed with
newly sharpened blades or even a
new machine, greenkeepers will
take pleasure in recreating the
course from its winter dormancy.
Sustainable land management and
diversity of grasslands is becoming
a key area of any golf policy, keep
an eye on out of play areas on your
course where you may be surprised
and find some new wild flower areas
or even some bee hives.

NEXT MONTH
Golfers everywhere and
things are heating up

CHESTER-LE-STREET
GOLF CLUB

Membership available - all categories

Please ring the Secretary Colin Henderson for further details
Opens 2014 - places still available
Sunday 11th May – Mixed Open
Wednesday 28th May – Ladies Greensome Open
Tuesday 3rd June – Golf NE Masterkey Open
(Entries only available to members of the Golf NE Masterkey Group)
Saturday 7th June – Gents Open
Sunday 15th June – 4 Man Team Open
Thursday 7th August – Junior Open
Wednesday 27th August – Ladies AM-AM Open
Visitors welcome - prices from £20 per round Mon to Fri - £25 weekends
Special oﬀer - £12.50 pp Mon to Thurs between 2pm and 4pm

Chester le Street Golf Club, Lumley Park, County Durham, DH3 4NS
email:clsgcoﬃce@tiscali.co.uk www.clsgolfclub.co.uk
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GOLFERTRAVEL

A Feast
in the East
Paul Corney takes a trip over the border
and likes what he sees

Craigielaw
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GOLFERTRAVEL

A

little over two hours drive from
Newcastle, the East Lothian region
of Scotland offers a variety of
superb quality golf courses.
Stretching from Musselburgh, and the
world’s oldest golf course in the west, to
Dunbar in the east, there are nearly 30 courses
to choose from and, believe me, they are all
well worth visiting.
Be it Muirfield, Archerfield, North Berwick
or Gullane to name but a few, visitors are
spoilt for choice and won’t be disappointed
with what is on offer.
In this issue, we take a look at three very
different types of accommodation, and four
golf courses, Craigielaw, Whitekirk, Kilspindie
and Longniddry.
Firstly, the Lodge at Craigielaw is a fantastic
base to enjoy the wonderful facilities at
Craigielaw Golf Club as well as exploring East
Lothian and all the attractions of Scotland’s
capital city Edinburgh.
Attached to the clubhouse, the lodge boasts
25 well-appointed rooms which can be set up
in a double or twin format. Thirteen rooms
enjoy views across the course to the River
Forth, Gullane golf courses and the kingdom
of Fife, while the rest enjoy the quiet and
secluded view across a decorative courtyard.
With an 18 hole championship links course,
fantastic practice facilities, bar and restaurant
with stunning views of the course, you may
never need to venture from Craigielaw, but
if you do want to, the Lodge is within easy
access to many great golf courses.
Inspired by the great links of Britain,
particularly those on land which is dominated
by dunes, Craigielaw is equal to many of the
finest examples of such courses, some of
which are conveniently located nearby in the
East Lothian area.
Designed by Donald Steel & Co, the
course opened for play in 2001 and in the
short period has been host to many national
events, including the 2006 Scottish Amateur
Strokeplay Championship and was a
qualifying course for the 2007 British Seniors
Open held at Muirfield.
My pick of the holes on the course
would be the fourth and with the prevailing
wind in your face, this 583 yard par five is an
absolute monster. Make par at this one is
excellent and a birdie can be rated
as outstanding.
With challenging greens, cavernous
bunkers and spectacular views over the
Firth of Forth, Gullane Hill and out towards
Edinburgh, Craigielaw Golf Club is an
experience not to missed.
The county also has many great attractions
and wonderful beaches and woodlands to
explore. Edinburgh is a mere 20 minutes drive
or train journey for those looking for all the
buzz and excitement of the city.
A short drive into nearby Kilspindie and

Kilspindie green

Letham House
you will find the award winning Ducks at
Kilspindie House. This property may be listed
as a restaurant with rooms but that should
not take away from the fact that Ducks offers
quality hotel standard accommodation,
a well-stocked bar and very efficient,
friendly service.
There are a total of 20 very comfortable
single or twin bedrooms and the staff
are more than willing to help organise
your agenda. A little further afield and nestled
at the bottom of a secluded driveway, Letham
House is just outside the small market town of
Haddington in East Lothian .
This property is a beautiful 17th Century
mansion offering luxury accommodation,
extensive grounds and gardens, very friendly
staff and there are a great variety of excursions
and sporting activities.
Letham House is an oasis of tranquillity
and privacy where your every need is taken
care of by Barbara and Chris Sharman. Having
spent two years carefully restoring Letham

House, the standard of each individual suite
and public room is outstanding and has made
quite an impression on guests, creating many
happy memories.
Throughout the year the mature grounds
are ever-changing and Letham House makes
an exceptional setting for all occasions,
whether it is a special celebration or just a
quiet weekend away. In winter, roaring log
fires, luxurious and comfortable suites, home
cooked food and acres of beautiful grounds all
combine to create a home from home in this
stunning mansion.
In East Lothian with such a great variety of
excursions and sporting activities available,
the staff at Letham House are available to help
you organise the break you want. From golfing
at world famous golf courses, going to the
horse racing at Musselburgh to a visit at the
local whisky distillery, Glenkinchie, Barbara
and Chris can help you tailor your break.
Three miles east of North Berwick and two
miles inland, Whitekirk Golf & Country Club
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is now owned and operated by Prestige Hotel
Management, who have plans to build a 100
bedroom hotel and are to make substantial
on-course investment.
The course offers stunning views. Designed
by Cameron Sinclair and opened in 1995,
Whitekirk has already earned championship
status having hosted a number of MasterCard
Tour, Scottish Pro and top Amateur events.
Although the course has rich, fertile and
grassy fairways, it does have a seaside links
feel and should the wind get up, can be a very
stern test of golf. The greens at Whitekirk are
particularly complex and when up to speed,
have to be treated with a lot of respect.
Cameron’s Test is the fifth and at 420 yards,
a real cracker. The drive is steeply uphill,
between all sorts of trouble and the approach
is played over a ravine to a well-defended
kidney shaped green cut into the hillside.
There are three par fives on the back nine,
the pick of them being the 518 yard 12th.
This hole is all uphill and the fairway tightens
considerably, the closer you get to the green
- a par at this one is always a good score. The
220 yard 17th is another good hole, a very
strong par three, requiring a really good strike
to have any chance of making the green.
The clubhouse, restaurant and bar at
Whitekirk all combine to provide visiting
groups and parties, with a great atmosphere.
Back to the coast and adjacent to
Craigielaw, Kilspindie Golf Club is reported to
be the 35th oldest club in the world.
Recognised locally, nationally and
internationally, Kilspindie is a hidden gem
where many thousands of golfers tread the
hallowed ground which is a testament to its
lasting design and layout.
This very fine links course is always
presented in pristine condition and although
not long, can be a very fine test of golf. A
recent visitor from the USA, Jim Brady stated:
“The course was in great condition, was a
pleasure to play, and was reasonably priced.
The staff at the club were excellent and the
members were very friendly and showed a
true interest in how we enjoyed playing their
course. I would highly recommend golfers
that are in this area to play these links as
a warm up to the other great courses in
Scotland and you will not be disappointed.”
Depending on the strength and direction
of the wind, these links can offer a number
of very good birdie chances but beware, the
sea breezes can be awkward to judge and can
seriously affect the flight of the ball.
The signature eighth hole is a great
example, a par three measuring only 167 yards
from the medal tee. A number of years ago in
an assistant professionals’ competition, there
were two holes-in-one on consecutive days,
the first with a wedge and the second with a
three-wood!
Finally, 10 minutes drive west from
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Longniddry

FACT FILE
CRAIGIELAW GOLF CLUB
Aberlady, East Lothian,
EH32 0PY
Web: www.craigielawgolfclub.com
Tel: 01875 870 800

Whitekirk
Craigielaw, the course at Longniddry
Golf Club sits among beautiful natural
surroundings with spectacular views across
the Firth of Forth towards Arthur’s seat and
Edinburgh Castle.
Designed by Harry S. Colt, the course is
a pleasant mixture of woodland and links,
with many holes featuring tree-lined fairways
whilst the dry, sandy soil gives them a
links feel.
The club is regularly asked to host
amateur competitions for both the Lothians
Golf Association and the Scottish Ladies
Golf Association.
The course is not long by modern
standards but it is set up to reward the
strategic player. The fairways are quite
generous and the greens fairly large but
the penalty for straying off-line can be
quite severe. The final six holes can be
particularly challenging particularly the dogleg 12th, the par three 13th and the finishing
hole of 418 yards. Like all the best courses,
Longniddry is a challenge but a fair one.

WHITEKIRK GOLF
& COUNTRY CLUB
North Berwick, East Lothian,
EH39 5PR
Web: www.whitekirk.com
Tel: 01620 870 300
KILSPINDIE GOLF CLUB
Aberlady, East Lothian,
EH32 0QD
Web: www.kilspindiegolfclub.co.uk
Tel: 01875 870 358
LONGNIDDRY GOLF CLUB
Longniddry, East Lothian,
EH32 0NL
Web: www.longniddrygolfclub.co.uk
Tel: 01875 852 141
LETHAM HOUSE
Haddington, East Lothian,
EH41 3SS
Web: www.lethamhouse.com
Tel: 01620 820 055
DUCKS AT KILSPINDIE HOUSE
Main Street, Aberlady, East Lothian,
EH32 0RE
Web: www.ducks.co.uk
Tel: 01875 870 682

GOLFERTIPS

GETTING TO GRIPS
I can’t stress enough the importance of getting the
grip right before you start hitting shots. The grip
is the only physical connection between you and
the golf club, so it can ultimately determine the
outcome of your swing.
The correct grip will allow you to hit straighter,
solid shots, delivering a square club face into impact.

GRIP PRESSURE
Grip pressure is an important factor in
perfecting your grip and producing a
solid golf shot. On a scale of one to 10,
with 10 being the strongest, use a grip
pressure of three or four

NG TIPS ARE ALSO ONLINE AT:
www.northerngolfer.co.uk/category/tips/

56 NORTHERN GOLFER

These tips are for the right-handed golfer. For lefthanded players, simply reverse the procedures.
These fundamentals are appropriate for the novice
as well as the seasoned golfer.
I would suggest getting a regular grip check-up
to ensure small faults aren’t creeping into
your technique.

Neil
Whinham
North
ern Golfer Pro
tel 0191 529 2144
for private lessons
and advice

THE NEUTRAL GRIP

A neutral grip is where both
“Vs” of the hands point to the
mid-shoulder area, between the
neck and right shoulder. Having
a neutral grip will reduce the
tendency of big slices and hooks

THE STRONG GRIP

This is the most common grip to
produce poorly struck shots and
inconsistant strikes at impact.
Work on a neutral grip this will
help you to control the spin of
the ball more accuarately.

A C O A S TA L G E M
PLAY THE BEST GREENS
IN THE AREA

SUMMER SPECIALS 2014
4 BALL

V I S I T I N G PA RT I E S

Monday-Friday
£45.00 save £££’s.
Must be pre booked and present
this voucher on day of play.
Telephone 0191 5294210 option 3

10 or more players
FREE 2 course meal after your round!!
Must be booked on or before 31st May 2014
and present this voucher on day of play!
Telephone 0191 5294210 option 3

W h i t b u r n G o l f C l u b , L i z a rd L a n e , W h i t b u r n , N E 3 4 7 A F w w w. w h i t b u r n g o l f c l u b . c o. u k

FOR ROARING PRICES
& GRRREAT DEALS...
Visit Aslan Golf
- Instore & Online
Excellent selection of drivers,
irons, bags, trolleys, clothing etc etc!
For our latest offers visit

www.aslangolf.co.uk

Qualified Custom Fit Specialists for leading manufacturers
Golf Lessons available with PGA Professional Neil Whinham

Golf club and golf equipment
suppliers to the UK and Europe

Whitburn Golf Club, Lizard Lane, Whitburn, NE34 7AF. Telephone 0191 5294210 email: sales@aslangolf.co.uk
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GOLFERCOMPETITIONS

win

Northern Golfer
competitions are also
listed on our website
www.northerngolfer.co.uk/competitions,
alternatively you can enter via email competitions@
northerngolfer.co.uk (mark the competition name in the
subject field) or post your entry to
Competitions, Northern Golfer, Unit One, Bearl Farm,
Stocksfield, Northumberland, NE43 7AL

Enter
online
Lo
northe g on to
rngolfe
r.co.uk

Please include your contact details and telephone number.
Closing date May 9, 2014. Usual competition rules apply – available on request.
Winners will be published in our next edition.

WIN GOLF FOR FOUR
AT MATFEN HALL
Includes coffee and bacon roll, 18 holes, plus two-course meal in Keepers Lodge.
Matfen Hall’s 27 hole golf course is rated as one of the finest in
Northumbereland and is the home of European Senior Tour player and Matfen Hall
Head Professional John Harrison. Sympethetically laid out on a classic parkland
landscape, it incorporates challenging water features and unique obstacles such as
the “ha-ha“ wall. It offers an enjoyable test for golfers of all abilities. There is also
a top quality nine hole course for the less experienced player.
Visitors & societies are always welcome.
For your chance to win simply answer the following question:
Who is Matfen Hall’s head professional?

WIN PLACES IN THE REDCAR, SALTBURN
& HARTLEPOOL GOLF WEEK
Win golf for two (two prizes) for Monday July 7 at Wilton.
The Golf week is now in it’s 13th year, the format of each day is fourball better
ball, and is played on six courses, Wilton, Hunley Hall, Saltburn, Cleveland,
Hartlepool and Seaton Carew. Pairs can play on one day or up to all six, it’s up
to them. Teams can be male, female or mixed. The six courses are varied from
parkland to links and present a true test of golf.
For your chance to win simply answer the following question:
How many courses are included in the Redcar, Saltburn & Hartlepool Golf Week?
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WIN AN AWESOME GOLF
MAKEOVER WORTH £125
We have teamed up with Scotland’s brightest golf
clothing brand to offer you the chance to win a
dazzling new outfit. The winner will receive an eyecatching pair of Royal & Awesome golf trousers and
matching hat complemented by a belt, shirt and
socks. Royal & Awesome make spectacular clothing
for golfers who want to make an impact on and off
the course. See Royal & Awesome’s spectacular
range of golf clothing at www.royalandawesome.com
or www.facebook.com/royalandawesome
For your chance to win simply answer the
following question: Which of these three men has
won The Open Championship at St Andrews?
A) Jack Nicklaus B) Jack Nicholson C) Bill Nicholson

WIN GOLF FOR FOUR
AT FLAMBOROUGH HEAD
Flamborough Head Golf Club is an 18 hole cliff top
links course that has been carefully moulded around
the contours of the famous headland which gives
the club its name. The course and clubhouse are
surrounded by magnificent, panoramic views of the
North Sea, and both lighthouses.
The original of which, known as the Old Beacon,
was built circa 1674.
For your chance to win simply answer the
following question:
When was the original lighthouse at
Flamborough Head built?

Many of you would have received our
new email, sent to all of our competition
entrants, detailing each month’s
competitions. To sign up simply enter
one of this month’s competitions at
www.northerngolfer.co.uk
The winners for Feb/Mar are: Cookridge, David
Dougall of Eyemouth; Hexham, Barry Morton of
Knaresborough; Nairn Dunbar, Margaret Walpole of
Nunthorpe; Cobra bag, Michael Allen of Bedlington

“ Probably the
best conditioned
and presented
course in the
North East ”

Great Value
Membership
Offer
Full - £550
Pay and Play option available
£200 plus £10 per round
Direct Debit Payment options. Competitions 5 days a week.
Corporate memberships also available.

Visitors – summer golf only £25 per round
Societies – welcome package from £25

Telephone 01670 787898
“We’re closer than you think”
10 mins Alnwick and Morpeth, 14 mins Ashington,
18 mins Cramlington, 25 mins Newcastle.
No winter tees or greens.

Burgham, Nr Felton,
Northumberland, NE65 8QP
email: info@burghampark.co.uk
www.burghampark.co.uk

directory
NOR THERN

NOR THERN

Bamburgh Castle Golf Club
The Wynding, Bamburgh, NE69 7DE
01668 214 321

directory
Pick up a copy of Northern Golfer 		
at any of these venues
COUNTY DURHAM
Barnard Castle Golf Club
Harmire Rd, Barnard Castle, DL12 8QN
01833 638 355

To be listed or to advertise please call 01661 844115 or email enquiries@northerngolfer.co.uk

Beamish Park Golf Club
Beamish Park, Stanley, DH9 0RH
0191 370 1382
Birtley Golf Club
Portobello Road, Birtley,
Chester-le-Street, DH3 2LR
0191 410 2207
Bishop Auckland Golf Club
High Plains, Bishop Auckland, DL14 8DL
01388 661 618
Blackwell Grange Golf Club
Snipe Lane, Darlington, DL2 2SA
01325 464 458
Brancepeth Castle Golf Club
Brancepeth Castle, DH7 8EA
0191 378 0075
Castle Eden Golf Club
Castle Eden, TS27 4SS
01429 836 510
Chester le Street Golf Club
Lumley Pk, Chester le Street, DH3 4NS
0191 388 3218
Cocken Lodge Golf
Cocken Lodge Farm, Leamside, DH4 6QP
0191 584 1053
Consett & District Golf Club
Elmfield Road, Consett, DH8 5NN
01207 505 060
Crook Golf Club
Low Jobs Hill, Crook DL15 9AA
01388 762 429
Darlington Golf Club
Haughton Road, Darlington, DL1 3JD
01325 355 324
Dinsdale Spa Golf Club
Middleton St George, Darlington, DL2 1DW
01325 332 297
Durham City Golf Club
Littleburn, Langley Moor, DH7 8HL
0191 378 0029
Hallgarth Hotel Golf & Country Club
Coatham Munderville, Darlington,
DL1 3LU01325 300 400
Hobson Golf Club
Hobson, Near Burnopfield, NE16 6BZ
01207 270 941
Ineos Golf Club
School Aycliffe Lane, Newton Aycliffe,
DL5 6EA.
01325 303 561
Sec John Haykin 07792 610521
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Oak Leaf Golf Club
School Aycliffe Lane, Newton Aycliffe,
DL5 4EF
01325 310 820
Ramside Hall Golf Club
Ramside Hall Hotel, Carville,
Durham, DH1 1TD
0191 386 9514
Rockliffe Hall Golf Club
Hurworth-on-Tees,
Darlington, DL2 2DU
01325 729 980
Roseberry Grange Community
Golf Club
Grange Villa, Chester le Street, DH2 3NF
0191 370 0660
Seaham Golf Club
Shrewsbury Street,
Seaham, SR7 7RD
0191 581 1268
Sharpley Golf
Seaton, Seaham,
Co Durham, SR7 0NP
0191 513 1100
South Moor Golf Cub
The Middles, Craghead, Stanley,
DH9 6AG
01207 232 848

CUMBRIA
Brampton Golf Club
Talkin Tarn, Brampton, CA8 1HN
01697 72255
Seascale Golf Club
The Banks, Seascale, CA20 1QL
019467 28202

NORTHUMBERLAND
Allendale Golf Club
High Studden, Allenheads Road
Allendale, NE47 9QL
01434 683 926
Alnmouth Golf Club
Foxton Hall, Alnmouth,
NE66 3BE
01665 830 231
Alnmouth Village Golf Club
Marine Road,
Alnmouth, NE66 2RZ
01665 830 370
Alnwick Castle Golf Club
Swansfield Park,
Alnwick,
NE66 2AB
01665 602 632
Arcot Hall Golf Club
Dudley, Cramlington NE23 7QP
0191 236 2794

Bedlingtonshire Golf Club
Acorn Bank, Bedlington, NE22 6AA
01670 822 457
Belford Golf Club
South Road, Belford, NE70 7DP
01668 213 232
Bellingham Golf Club
Boggle Hole, Bellingham, NE48 2DT
01434 220 152
Blyth Golf Club
New Delaval, Blyth, NE24 4DB
01670 540 110
Burgham Park Golf Club
Near Felton, Morpeth, NE65 8QP
01670 787 898
Close House
Heddon-on-the-Wall, NE15 0HT
01661 852 953
De Vere Slaley Hall
Slaley, Hexham, NE47 0BX
01434 673 350
Dunstanburgh Golf Club
Embleton, NE66 3XQ
01665 576 562
Goswick Golf Club
Goswick Beal, TD15 2RW
01289 387 256
Gubeon Golf Centre
Walton Road, Morpeth, NE61 3YJ
01670 519 090
Haltwhistle Golf Club
Banktop, Greenhead, NE49 9JR
01434 320 708
Hexham Golf Club
Spital Lane, Hexham, NE46 3RZ
01434 603 072
Longhirst Hall Golf Club
Longhirst Hall, Morpeth, NE61 3LL
01670 791 562
Macdonald Linden Hall Golf
and Country Club
Longhorsley, Morpeth, NE65 8XF
01670 500 011
Matfen Hall Golf Club
Matfen, NE20 0RH
01661 886 400
Magdalene Fields Golf Club
Berwick-upon-Tweed, TD15 1NE
01289 306 130
Morpeth Golf club
Loansdean, Morpeth, NE61 2BT
01670 504 942
Newbiggin Golf Club
Newbiggin NE64 3DW
01670 817 344
Percy Wood Golf Club
Coast View, Swarland, Felton,
NE65 9JG
01670 787 010
Ponteland Golf Club
53 Bell Villas, Ponteland, NE20 9BD
01661 822 689
Prudhoe Golf Club
Eastwood Park, Prudhoe, NE42 5DX
01661 832 466

Rothbury Golf Club
Whitton Bank Rd, Rothbury, NE65 7RX
01669 621 271

Saltburn by the Sea Golf Club
Hob Hill, Saltburn by the Sea, TS12 1NJ
01287 622 812

Seahouses Golf Club
Beadnell Road, Seahouses, NE68 7XT
01665 720 794

Seaton Carew Golf Club
Tees Road, Seaton Carew, TS25 1DE
01429 266 249

Stocksfield Golf Club
New Ridley Rd,Stocksfield, NE43 7RE
01661 843 041

Teesside Golf Club
Acklam Road, Thornaby
Stockton on Tees TS17 7JS
01642 616 516

Tynedale Golf Club
Tyne Green, Hexham, NE46 3HQ
01434 608 154
Warkworth Golf Club
The Links, Warkworth, NE65 OSW
01665 711 596
Wooler Golf Club
Dod Law, Doddington, Wooler, NE71 6AN
01668 282 135

Wilton Golf Club
Wilton,Near Redcar, TS10 4QY
01642 465 265
Wynyard Hall Golf Club
Wellington Drive, Wynyard Park
Billingham, TS22 5NQ
01740 644 399

TYNE AND WEAR
SCOTTISH BORDERS
Eyemouth Golf Club
Gunsgreenhill, Eyemouth, D14 5SF
01890 750 004
Hirsel Golf Club
Kelso Road, Coldstream TD12 4NJ
01890 882 678
Roxburghe Golf Club
Kelso, Roxburghshire, TD5 8JZ
01573 450 333

TEESSIDE
Billingham Golf Club
Sandy Lane, Billingham, TS22 5NA
01642 533 816
Cleveland Golf Club
Majuba Road, Redcar, Cleveland
TS10 5BJ
01642 471 798
Eaglescliffe & District Golf Club
Yarm Road, Eaglescliffe, TS16 0DQ
01642 780 238
Hartlepool Golf Club
Hart Warren, Hartlepool, TS24 9QF
01429 274 398
High Throston Golf Club
Hart Lane, Hartlepool,
TS26 0UG
01429 268 071
Hunley Hotel & Golf Club
Brotton, By Saltburn, TS12 2QN
01287 677 444
Ingleby Barwick Golf Club
Lullingstone Crescent, Ingleby Barwick,
Stockton on Tees, TS17 5GJ
01642 765 000
Knotty Hill Golf Centre
Sedgefield, Stockton on Tees, TS21 2BB
01740 620 320
Middlesbrough Golf Club
Brass Castle Lane, Middlesbrough
TS8 9EE
01642 311 515

Backworth Golf Club
The Hall, Backworth, NE27 0AH
0191 268 4247
Beamish Park Hotel
Golf & Driving Range, Marley Hill,
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE16 5EG
01207 230666
Boldon Golf Club
Dipe Lane, East Boldon, NE36 0PQ
0191 536 5360
Centurion Park Golf Club
Rheydt Avenue, Wallsend, NE28 8SU
0191 263 0041
City of Newcastle Golf Club
Three Mile Bridge, Gosforth
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE3 2DR
0191 285 1775
Garesfield Golf Club
Chopwell, NE17 7AP
01207 561 309
George Washington Golf Club
Stone Cellars Road, Concorde
Washington, NE37 1PH
0191 417 8346
Gosforth Golf Club
Broadway East, Gosforth
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE3 5ER
0191 285 3495
Heworth Golf Club
Gingling Gate, Heworth, Gateshead,
NE10 8XY
0191 469 9832
Hetton le Hill Golf Club
Elemore Vale, Easington Lane, DH5 0QR
0191 517 3061
Houghton le Spring Golf Club
Copt Hill, Houghton le Spring, DH5 8LU
0191 584 7421
Newcastle United Golf Club
60 Ponteland Road,
Newcastle upon Tyne,
NE5 3JW
0191 286 9998

Middlesbrough Municipal Golf Club
Ladgate Lane, Middlesbrough,
TS5 7YZ
01642 315 533

Northumberland Golf Club
High Gosforth Park,
Newcastle upon Tyne,
NE3 5HT
0191 236 2009

Norton Golf Club
Blakestone Lane, Norton
Stockton on Tees, TS20 3LQ
01642 676 385

Parklands Golf Club
High Gosforth Park,
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE3 5HQ
0191 236 4480

Ryton Golf Club
Clara Vale, Ryton, NE40 3TD
0191 413 3253

Easingwold Golf Club
Stillington Road, Easingwold, YO61 3ET
01347 822 474

South Shields Golf Club
Cleadon Hills, South Shields, NE34 8EG
0191 456 8942

Filey Golf Club
West Avenue, Filey, YO14 9BQ
01723 513 293

Tynemouth Golf Club
Spital Dene, Tynemouth, NE30 2ER
0191 257 4578

Flaxby Park Golf Club
Flaxby, Knaresborough, HG5 0RR
01423 863 444

Scalm Park Golf Club
Bishop Wood, Wistow Common, Selby,
YO8 3RD
01757 210 846

Leeds Golf Centre
Wike Ridge Lane, Shadwell, Leeds
LS17 9JW
0113 288 6000

Scarborough North Cliff Golf Club
North Cliff Avenue, Scarborough,
YO12 6PP
01723 355 397

Mid Yorkshire Golf Club
Havercroft Lane, Pontefract, Darrington,
WF8 3BP
01977 704522

Scarborough South Cliff Golf Club
Deepdale Avenue, off Filey Road,
YO11 2UE
01723 360 522

Moor Allerton Golf Club
Coal Road, Wike, Leeds, LS17 9NH
0113 266 1154

Tyneside Golf Club
Westfield Lane, Ryton, NE40 3QE
0191 413 2742

Forest Park Golf Club
Stockton-on-Forest, York, YO32 9HF
01904 400 425

Scarthingwell Golf Club
The Scarthingwell Centre, Scarthingwell,
Tadcaster, LS24 9PF
01937 557 878

Wearside Golf Club
Cox Green, Sunderland, SR4 9JT
0191 534 2518

Fulford Golf Club
Heslington Lane, York, YO10 5DY
01904 413 579

Selby Golf Club
Mill Lane, Brayton, YO8 9LD
01757 228 622

Westerhope Golf Club
Whorlton Grange, Newcastle upon Tyne,
NE5 1PP
0191 286 9125

Ganton Golf Club
Station Road, Ganton, Scarborough,
YO12 4PA
01944 710 329

Skipton Golf Club
Short Lee Lane, Skipton, BD23 3LF
01756 795 657

Harrogate Golf Club
Forest Lane Head, Harrogate, HG2 7TF
01423 862 999

Whitburn Golf Club
Lizard Lane, South Shields, NE34 7AF
0191 529 4210

Heworth Golf Club
Muncaster House, Muncastergate,
YO31 9JY
01904 426 156

Whitley Bay Golf Club
Claremont Rd, Whitley Bay, NE26 3UF
0191 252 0180

Kirkbymoorside Golf Club
Manor Vale, Kirkbymoorside, YO62 6EG
01751 431 525

YORKSHIRE (EAST)
Beverley and East Riding Golf Club
Anti Mill, Westwood, Beverley, HU17 8RG
01482 868757
Bridlington Golf Club
Belvedere Road, Bridlington, YO15 3NA
01262 606 367
Bridlington Links Golf Club
Flamborough Road, Marton, Bridlington,
YO15 1DW
01262 401 584
Driffield Golf Club
Sunderlandwick, Driffield, YO25 9AD
01377 253 116
Far Grange Park & Golf Club
Skipsea, Driffield, YO25 8SY
0800 197 2074
Flamborough Head Golf Club
Lighthouse Road, Flamborough,
Bridlington, YO15 1AR
01262 850 333
Hornsea Golf Club
Rolston Rd, Hornsea, HU18 1XG
01964 534989
The KP Golf Club
Pocklington, York, YO42 1UF
01759 303 090

YORKSHIRE (NORTH)
Aldwark Manor Golf Club
Aldwark Alne,YO61 1UF
01347 838 146
Bedale Golf Club
Leyburn Road, Bedale,
DL8 1EZ
01677 422 451

Knaresborough Golf Club
Boroughbridge Road,
Knaresborough, HG5 0QQ
01423 862 690
Malton & Norton Golf Club
Welham Park, Welham Road,
Norton,Malton, YO17 9QE
01653 697 912
Masham Golf Club
Burnholme, Swinton Road,
Masham, Ripon, HG4 4NS
01765 688 054

Whitby Golf Club
Low Straggleton, Whitby, YO21 3SR
01947 600 660

Sand Moor Golf Club
Alwoodley Lane, Leeds, LS17 7DJ
0113 268 5180

York Golf Club
Lords Moor Lane, Strensall, YO32 5XF
01904 491 840

Scarcroft Golf Club
Syke Lane, Leeds, LS14 3BQ
0113 289 2263

YORKSHIRE (WEST)

Wakefield Golf Club
28 Woodthorpe Lane, WF2 6JH
01924 258778

Bradford Golf Club
Hawksworth Lane, Guiseley, LS20 8NP
01943 87570
Cookridge Golf Club
Cookridge Lane, Cookridge, Leeds,
LS16 7NL
0113 230 0641

Pannal Golf CLub
Follifoot Road, Pannal, HG3 1ES
01423 872 628

Garforth Driving Range
Barwick Road, Garforth, Leeds, LS25 2DN
0113 287 1111

Pike Hills Golf Club
Tadcaster Road, Askham Bryan,
YO23 3UW
01904 700 797

Garforth Golf Club
Long Lane, Garforth, Leeds, LS25 2DS
0113 286 2021

Romanby Golf Club
Yafforth Road, Northallerton, DL7 0PE
01609 778 855

Pontefact & District Golf Club
Park Lane, Pontefract, WF8 4QS
01977 792241
Rawdon Golf and Lawn Tennis Club
Buckstone Drive, Rawdon, Leeds,
LS19 6BB
0113 2506040

Dewsbury District Golf Club
The Pinnacle, Sands Lane, Mirfield,
WF14 8HJ
01924 492399

Ripon Golf Club
Palace Road, Ripon, HG4 3HH
01765 603 640

Oulton Hall De Vere
Rothwell Lane, Oulton, Leeds, Yorkshire,
LS26 8HN
0871 222 4690

Thirsk & Northallerton Golf Club
Thornton le Street, Thirsk, YO7 4AB
01845 525 115

Oakdale Golf Club
Oakdale, Harrogate, HG1 2LN
01423 567 162

Richmond Golf Club
Bend Hagg, Richmond, DL10 5EX
01748 823 231

Otley Golf Club
West Busk Lane, Otley, Leeds, LS21 3NG
01943 465 329

Headlingly Golf Club
Back Church Lane, Adel, Leeds, LS16 8DW
0113 267 9573
Hollins Hall
Hollins Hill, Baildon, Shipley, Bradford,
BD17 7QW
01274 530 053
Horsforth Golf Club
Layton Rise, Horsforth, Leeds,
LS18 5EX
0113 258 6819

Rudding Park Golf Club
Rudding Park, Harrogate,
HG3 1JH
01423 872 100

Huddersfield Golf Club
Fixby Hall, Lightridge Rd, HD2 2EP
01484 426203

Sandburn Hall Golf Club
Flaxton, York, YO60 7RB
01904 469 929

Leeds Golf Club
Elmete Lane, Leeds, LS8 2LJ
0113 265 9203

Woodhall Hills Golf Club
Woodhall Road, Calverley, Pudsey, LS28 5UN
0113 255 4594
Wetherby Golf Club
Linton Lane, Linton, Wetherby, LS22 4JF
01937 580 089

OTHER GOLF OUTLETS
AB Golf
Andy Blythe P.G.A Golf Professional
Middlesbrough Driving Range,
Ladgate Lane,
Middlesbrough, TS5 7YZ
01642 300 720
Andy Paisley Golf Centre,
Hexham Golf Club, Spittal Lane,
Hexham, NE46 3RZ
01434 603 072
Aslan Golf
Lizard Lane,
Whitburn,
NE34 7AF
0191 5294210
Bargain Golf
Seaham Golf Club, Shrewsbury Street,
Seaham, SR7 7RD
0191 5130837
also at: Wearside Golf Club,
Cox Green, Sunderland, SR4 9GT
0191 534 2518
Custom Fit Golf
South Moor Golf Club Superstore
Craghead, Stanley
DH9 6AG
01207 283 525

Dynamic Indoor Golf
Wideopen, Newcastle, NE13 7BA
0191 481 3590
Eureka
Copt Hill, Houghton le Spring,
DH5 8LU
0191 584 1198
George Paylor Golf
5th Tee,Garesfield Golf Club
Chopwell, NE17 7AP
07737 963881
Leda Discount Golf Centre
Grange Villa, Chester le Street,
DH2 3NF
0191 370 1757
Marshalls Golf
Heworth Golf Club,
Gingling Gate, Heworth,
NE10 8HY
0191 4384223
Philips Golf Discount
Unit 3 Strand Business Centre
Locomotion Way,
Camperdown Ind Est
Killingworth, NE12 5UJ
0191 268 0008
Riverdale Hotel
Bellingham NE48 2JT
01434 220 254
Snainton Golf Direct
Coast View, Swarland, Felton,
NE65 9JG
01670 787 010
Stokesley Driving Range
Broughton Road, Stokesley
TS9 5JJ
The Golf Bunker
Royal Quays Outlet,
North Shields,
NE29 6DW
0191 258 1598
The Golf Dome
The Sport Domes, Tees Road,
Seaton Carew, TS25 1DE
01429 800581
The Golf Studio
Unit 15, Lintonville Parkway,
Ashington, NE63 9JZ
The Hobson Golf Range
Hobson Golf Club, Burnopfield,
NE16 6BZ
Tim Jenkins Golf
Cleveland Golf Club,
Majuba Road, Redcar,
TS10 5BJ
01642 471 798
ZFL Golf
Unit 8d,
North Tyne Ind. Estate,
NE12 9SZ
0191 270 2362
SELECTED TOURIST INFORMATION
CENTRES ALNWICK, BELLINGHAM,
BERWICK, CORBRIDGE,
HALTWHISTLE, HEXHAM MORPETH,
NEWCASTLE, ROYAL QUAYS,
SALTBURN, SEAHOUSES WHITLEY
BAY AND SELECTED GOLF CLUBS
IN THE BORDERS AND CUMBRIA
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Whickham Golf Club
Hollinside Park, Fellside Road
Whickham, NE16 5BA
0191 488 1576

The Oaks Golf Club
Aughton Common, Aughton, YO42 4PW
01757 288 577

Moortown Golf Club
Harrogate Road, Leeds, LS17 7DB
0113 268 6521

Direct Golf
Lullingstone Crescent
Stockton-on-Tees, Cleveland,
TS17 5GJ
01642 765 000

directory

Catterick Golf Club
Leyburn Road, Catterick Garrison, DL9 3QE
01748 833 268

NOR THERN

Ravensworth Golf Club
Angel View, Longbank, Gateshead, NE9 7UU
0191 487 6014

from the

bunker
NG: A proud Northumbrian World Cup winner ventured into
County Durham to help Hall Garth Hotel celebrate its new
facilities. The hotel’s marketing team wrote:
The Champagne was flowing as two new social and dining
destinations were officially launched by footballing legend
Jack Charlton.
Newton Aycliffe’s Mayor, Barbara Clare, hotel clients and leisure
club members, saw the star mingle with the crowds, sharing
footballing moments, signing autographs and welcoming photo
opportunities. Guests were entertained by saxophonist Harry
Mears, as Oswald’s Restaurant, and The Stables Sports Pub were
introduced to the lively crowd.
Since being purchased by North of England Estates in
September last year, the Stables has been lovingly refurbished and
now operates it’s own kitchen which is producing some fantastic
local dishes with regionally sourced ingredients.
Oswald’s Restaurant offers a wonderful choice of expertly
prepared cuisine, open for breakfast, lounge service, afternoon
teas and dinner in the stunning country park setting, with wonderful
views over the golf course and historical Deer Hut.
NG: Thanks for that and apologies for mixing up Hall Garth
Hotel’s name in the last edition.

Welcome to the reader feedback page where you can
tell us your likes, dislikes and funny golfing stories as
well as make suggestions as to what you would like to
see in your Northern Golfer
Send your feedback to editor@northerngolfer.co.uk, on
Twitter @negolfer or on facebook.com/northerngolferuk
Please include contact details, photos and videos

NG: Julie Annis secretary of
Saltburn Golf Club has sent us
a picture following their recent
charity efforts. She wrote:
Please find attached a photograph of
Saltburn-by-the-Sea representatives
presenting a cheque for £3,314
to the representative for the Great
North Air Ambulance charity.
This was the chosen charity
by our 2013 club captain (John
Goundry) and lady captain (Norma
Thirkell) and all proceeds were

kindly donated by members of club
during the year. In the photo are
Penni Hughf – vice lady captain
2014; Carol Loughran (lady captain
2014, representing the 2013 lady
captain Norma Thirkell, in her absence
due to a broken ankle); GNAA’s
representative; and John Goundry
(club captain 2013).
NG: You are welcome Julie and
thanks for reminding of us of how
much charity work goes on in the
golfing world

NG: Ian Hurford, the winner of
our Auld Cross Keys competition
in November wrote to say:
After exchanging some
correspondence with Karen and
Dave, we booked for the first
weekend in March. On booking
we were “warned” that there was
a real ale festival that weekend
(not a problem, as far as we were

concerned!). The staff are well trained
and efficient and both Karen and
Dave were present all weekend to
ensure that everything ran smoothly,
which it did. There is a nice, friendly
atmosphere and we would recommend
the Auld Cross Keys to anyone looking
for a pleasant break in the Borders.
We shall certainly be going there
again! NG: Great to hear Ian

MOORTOWN GOLF CLUB
An Alister MacKenzie masterpiece

Twilight times available from April 1st
www.moortown-gc.co.uk
‘Book a tee time’
Tel: 0113 268 6521
secretary@moortown-gc.co.uk
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NEW 2014 EQUIPMENT CLOTHING
& ACCESSORIES NOW IN! SAVE £££’S
NEW
2014 TAYLORMADE

NEW
YONEX IRONS,

JETSPEED DRIVERS,
WOODS & IRONS
HUGE CLEARANCE
ON 2013 MODELS

WOODS, RESCUES
& BAGS IN STOCK

INTRODUCTORY OFFERS FOR
30 DAYS ONLY! IE YONEX VXF IRONS £399
OUR PRICE ONLY £263 YONEX DRIVERS £219
INTRODUCTORY PRICE ONLY £149 (LIMITED OFFER)

GET CUSTOM FIT FREE ON OUR GOLF SIMULATOR
WE HAVE A CUSTOM FITTING SERVICE IN STORE FOR
MIZUNO, COBRA, TAYLOR MADE, CALLAWAY & MORE.
ALL THE ABOVE RIGHT/LEFT HAND, LADIES, GENTS,
SENIORS, JUNIORS - BOOK AN APPOINTMENT OR BUY
A CUSTOM FITTED VOUCHER

NEW
2014 MIZUNO

NEW
GALVIN GREEN 2014

NEW
2014

FREE

MASSIVE SAVINGS OFF 2013 SHIRTS,
INSULA PULLOVERS AND WATERPROOF
CLOTHING SAVE UP TO 40% OFF RRP

ODYSSEY
PUTTERS
IN STOCK
DISCOUNTED
PRICES

MD GOLF NORMAN
DREW WEDGES

NEW
MANY PAIRS

COBRA
HYBRID

NOW

E.G. PUMA CLYDE £69.99 NOW £49.99
STUBURT TEEGRIP £49.99 NOW £29.99
FOOTJOY FROM ONLY £44.99
NEW FOOTJOY DNA - MANY MANY MORE

IRONS, WOODS,
RESCUES ETC
IN STOCK
BUY A JPX EZ DRIVER
RECEIVE A JPX EZ HYBRID

ALL LOFTS
WAS £49.99

£29.99
NEW
CALLAWAY X2 HOT WOODS,

SPRING CLOTHING
AND WATERPROOF
RANGE IN STOCK

OF GOLF SHOES
TO CLEAR

BIG BERTHA WOODS/DRIVERS
& 2014 IRONS IN STOCK!
LOW, LOW INTRODUCTORY OFFERS!
BUY A CALLAWAY SET OF IRONS,
RECEIVE A FREE GOLF BAG OR WEDGE
OF YOUR CHOICE (VALUE £89.99)

NEW
COBRA BIO CELL IRONS

& WOODS IN STOCK
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY
OFFERS NOW ON!

SAVE £££’S

NEW LIMITED MASTERS EDTIION IN STOCK!
How to find our
superstore
Leave A1 (m) at junction 63
Chester-le-Street and follow
B693 to Stanley, turn left onto
B6532 (Asda roundabout), follow
road to to end and turn right, pass
Blomfomtein School and follow
sign to South Moor Golf Club

WAS £129

NOW £69.00

FAIRWAY WOODS
ALSO REDUCED
SAVE £££S

OVER 200 BAGS
TO CLEAR

E.G. MOTOCADDY HI BRID BAG £89.99
NOW £59.99
CALLAWAY MIDI STAND BAGS £79.99
NOW £44.99
WILSON 14 WAY TROLLEY BAGS £79.99
NOW £59.99
MANY MORE OFFERS ON MIZUNO, CALLAWAY,
TAYLORMADE, BRIDGESTONE ETC ETC

BARGAIN CORNER

WE ALL LIKE A BARGAIN! SO LOOK NO FURTHER THAN CUSTOM FIT GOLF TO MAKE WAY FOR
NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY WE HAVE SLASHED THE PRICES OF MANY ITEMS (2013 STOCK)
OAKLEY, ADIDAS SHIRTS £29.99 NOW £9.99
MIZUNO DRIVERS, RESCUES, FAIRWAYS, ALL 30% OFF
MD TITANIUM DRIVERS £99.00 NOW £59.00
MD RESCUE WOODS FROM ONLY £24.99 ALL LOFTS
CALLAWAY FORGED WEDGES £79.99 NOW £49.99
MANY WINDBLOCK LINED SWEATERS STUBURT, ASHWORTH FROM ONLY £29.99
MANY MORE OFFERS IN STOCK, SAVE £££’S

Open Mon - Sun
9am - 6pm
Early opening
at weekends
Discount Golf Equipment
All major credit
Shaun Cowell PGA Golf Professional - Tel: 01207 283 525
accepted
South Moor Golf Club Superstore, Craghead, Stanley, DH9 6AG NORTH cards
EAST GOLFER 63

