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Golf Discount
Flightscope and Golf Science Centre

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

www.facebook.com/philipsgolfdiscount

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER

@philipsgolfne
OPENING TIMES: Mon 9am-6pm, Tue - Thurs 9pm - 7pm Fri-Sat 9am-6pm Sun 10am-4pm

NEW WEBSITE, BUY NOW ONLINE

CUSTOM FIT SPECIALISTS USING FLIGHT SCOPE - APPROVED BY ALL LEADING
MANUFACTURERS “FOR THE ULTIMATE CUSTOM FIT EXPERIENCE”
Custom clubs are fit using Flightscope 3D Doppler Tracking Golf Radar system. The main
technological aspects of the Flightscope are it’s radar technology - similar to that used in the
military. It works by 3D ball tracking which measures a number of variables and includes; real
time tracking, ball speed, both vertical and horizontal launch angles, sidespin and backspin.
3D tracking devices are not just about ball measurement they also measure club head speed,
club vertical and horizontal attack angle with capabilities far beyond traditional launch monitor
technology providing accurate and reliable results. 4 x PGA Golf Professional.

TaylorMade Tour Truck coming to
Philips Golf Discount! Date TBA

UNBELIEVABLE

Have your clubs CUSTOM
BUILT while you wait by TOUR
Technicians

THE DAY

Authorised
Custom Fit

You’ve tried the rest
Y
NOW
try the Very Best
Honest advice
from 4 PGA
Professionals

DEALS ON

SEE FOR YOURSELF:
£15 EACH OR 6 FOR
£75 VIDEO LESSONS

NEW WEBSITE - BUY ONLINE
- NEXT DAY DELIVERY!!
WWW.PHILIPSGOLF.CO.UK

COBRA

COBRA

CALLAWAY

TAYLORMADE

PING

PING

CALLAWAY

TAYLORMADE

NEW BIO
CELL IRONS
NOW IN STOCK
NEW ARRIVALS
i25 IRONS
& WOODS

BIO CELL WOODS
NOW IN STOCK

ONLY £379
CUSTOM FIT

X2 HOT
RING FOR
CUSTOM FIT

NIKE

CALVIN GREEN

FREE HYBRID
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COVERT TOUR DRIVER

MOTOCADDY
S1 ELECTRIC TROLLEY

£295 INCLUDES

FREE SERVICE AFTER 2 YEARS

Authorised Powakaddy Repair Centre

ALL STYLES OF POWAKADDY IN STOCK
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UP TO 30% OFF

CATALINA CART BAG WAS £169
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BIG BERTHA IS BACK!
RING FOR CUSTOM FIT

Authorised Hill Billy
Stockists & Repair Centre

VELOCITY GOLF BALLS
RRP £27 NOW ONLY

£14.99 DOZEN

Authorised Stockist.

NOW £115

ROCKETBLADEZ HP SPECIAL OFFER

FROM £299
LIMITED OFFER

NEW DELAVAL, BLYTH,
NORTHUMBERLAND
NE24 4DB
01670 540110
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Newcastle upon Tyne, NE12 5UJ
TELEPHONE 0191 2680008
email: phil@philipsgolf.co.uk

10/02/2014 17:09

golfer
NOR THERN

EDITOR
Paul Robertson
editor@northerngolfer.co.uk
CONTRIBUTORS
Alan Hedley
07570 797566
ahedley@northerngolfer.co.uk
Paul Corney
07521 389 536
pcorney@northerngolfer.co.uk
Dean Bailey
07792 608 162
dean@offstonepublishing.co.uk
Mark Watkins (Parklands)
0191 2364480
ADVERTISING MANAGER
Gillian Corney 01661 844115
Mobile: 07903 500401
gillian@offstonepublishing.co.uk
PHOTOGRAPHY
Peter Skelton
www.photo-psp.co.uk

ADVERTISING

01661 844115
Follow us
@negolfer

Like us
/northerngolferuk

EDITOR’S NOTE AND CONTENTS
Where does the time go? Here we are at the dawn of a new
season and our first edition of the year.
Despite the wet weather, there has been plenty of winter golf across
the region, while for the fair-weather golfers among us top-class indoor
facilities are available to keep the swing going and hone the short game.
This issue of Northern Golfer highlights both indoor and outdoor
golf, featuring stories of success, hopes for the future and the bizarre.
On page nine you will find the incredible story of two brothers who
holed out on the same day, at the same time, but 300 miles apart - what
are the odds on that?
Also, From the Bunker shows perhaps one of the oddest cases
of plugging you will see (unless you know differently), denying one
Northumberland golfer a hole-in-one.
There is some great news about initiatives working to get more
people into the sport we love - especially women - which is appropriate
given this month’s cover star Rebecca Ferguson showed the rest how to
do it, picking up a national title in the process.
If you are planning a golfing break check out our Stay and Play
feature, giving you the low down on some of the best courses we have
to offer, as well as some golfing trips abroad.
As well as Graeme Storm, Pro-file and Tips we have a new column
featuring the work of our unsung heroes - the green staff - with Percy
Wood’s Simon Olver. Simon will be keeping us informed as to why the
rough is long, the greens aerated and the fairways in perfect condition.
His first instalment is on page 51.
There is still time to enter our popular Match Play Pairs competition
- so what are you waiting for! Everything you need is on page 20.
As usual, this first issue of the year covers February and March then
we will be back every month from April, in the meantime don’t forget
to let us know all your news.
In the meantime - happy golfing and may everyone’s handicap come
tumbling down.
Paul Robertson, editor
editor@northerngolfer.co.uk
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9am - 5.30pm
Mon - Sat

Trolley Service & Repairs
Motocaddy, Powakaddy, Hillbilly & More

10% OFF

*

on production of this voucher
excludes electric trolleys & batteries. use in store only.

*

We stock Lithium Batteries for
Motocaddy, Powakaddy, Hillbilly Etc.

The Amazing
GoKart Electric
Trolley - Compact,
Superlight &
Powerful
from £269

Andrew Wilson (right)

Guaranteed £100
Minimum Part Exchange
(any set/condition)
against many custom
built iron sets

FREE Loft & Lie Check
by Appointment.

Degree of
success

Dean Bailey meets a student looking forward to
this season after a great victory to end 2013

D
Repairs & Reshafts

Electric Trolley Battery & Charger Tests

We stock batteries, chargers & spares
for all leading trolley brands

www.zflgolf.co.uk

T: 0191 2702362
E: info@zflgolf.co.uk
Unit 8d, North Tyne Ind. Estate, NE12 9SZ
Opposite ASDA Benton. Two minutes from
A19 Whitley Bay Exit on A191 Old Coast Road

arlington Golf Club’s
Andrew Wilson picked
up an emphatic win to
close out the 2013 season
at the British Universities and
Colleges Sport Student Tour event at
Woodhall Spa.
Andrew, representing
Northumbria University, shot rounds
of 68 and 67 on the Bracken and
Hotchkin courses respectively.
“I played in the same event in
2012 and didn’t play very well at
all,” Andrew said, “I think I really
progressed in 2013 and certainly
improved my performance in that
event in particular.
“Both courses at Woodhall Spa
are fantastic and I’ve played them a
few times in different events. I enjoy
playing there so it’s great to win on a
course I like and to do it in the style I
did makes it even better.”
Andrew’s opening four under-par
68 put him three shots clear of Josh
Bassitt (Northumbria) and James
Billingham (Bournemouth) after
the first round. Andrew then shot a
six under-par 67 the following day
to return the two lowest rounds

of the event and beat Billingham,
Bassitt and Laurie Potter (Exeter) by
12 shots.
“The second day on the Hotchkin
course was really tough, certainly
some of the toughest conditions I
played in last season. I hadn’t played
that well leading up to the event
but in that second round I pulled
together one of the best rounds of
my life,” Andrew added.
Andrew, 19, finished the 2013
campaign strongly and is looking
forward to competing on a regular
basis in 2014. “Last season I played
in quite a few national events but
didn’t perform particularly well.
Towards the end of the season
my form really picked up and I
progressed a lot.
“This year I’m hoping to push
on and win a few more events
and hopefully catch the eye of the
England selectors.”
Andrew is currently in his
second year of a geography degree
at Northumbria and is part of the
university’s golf programme, he also
receives support from the R&A and
Sport Newcastle.
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Westwood’s search
for young talent

Close House is on the look out for a boy and girl to be
awarded the Lee Westwood Scholarship

F

ollowing a successful first year the
Lee Westwood scholarship, awarded
to one boy and one girl, is back
for 2014.
Last year’s winners Kitana Hollins and
Matty Lamb progressed a great deal thanks
to the scholarship. Kitana, 14, reduced
her handicap from 13 to 6.4, working with
PGA professional Sally Hinton throughout
the season.
“It was great to be chosen for the Close
House Scholarship last year; it really boosted
my confidence,” Kitana said.
“It was really good to be able to use all
the facilities at Close House and being able
to analyse what you’re doing and seeing how
much you’re improving really helps you focus
on specific things. Having lessons with Sally
really helped me improve my technique too.”
Matty starred on both the county
and national scenes, picking up wins at
the Northumberland 72-hole Stokeplay

Championship and The Sir Henry Cooper
Junior Masters in 2013.
“When I was at home between
tournaments I used the facilities at Close
House a lot,” Matty said. “Since the end of the
season I’ve been using the range a lot and
it’s helping me stay sharp during the winter
months. The two courses at Close House are
always in great condition and it was great to
have the opportunity to play and practice on
them when I was at home.
“It was really good to meet Lee Westwood
and to see him play too.”
The boy and girl awarded the scholarships
will receive junior membership at Close House,
a monthly lesson with a PGA professional,
complimentary use of practice facilities and
Close House equipment.
Applications for this year’s scholarships
close on February 24. For more details contact
Jonathan Greenwood, tel 01661 85 29 53 or
email jonathan.greenwood@closehouse.co.uk

Kitana Hollins and Matty Lamb

This summer...

Summer Four Ball: Enjoy
coffee/bacon roll on arrival
then 18 holes on the
championship Wellington
Course for £159.00 total.
Summer Societies: Enjoy
coffee/bacon roll on
arrival, 18 holes followed by
steak & ale pie for only
£49.00pp. Min. 12 players.
(both available 01 Apr-30 Sept)

play Wynyard.

T: 01740 644399 ext 22 or
www.wynyardgolfclub.co.uk
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PGA North
swings
into action
Six order of merits, five for
assistants and a greenkeeper
challenge announced

T

he PGA North Region has announced
six order of merit tournaments
for 2014 including a new event at
Doncaster hotel and golf complex
Owston Hall.
And the five events run for assistant
professionals last year will continue with one
being held at Darlington’s Rockliffe Hall.
Secretary Graham Maly said: “There are
several additional pro-ams on the busy schedule
so there’s a lot to play for.
“Our tour schools, introduced in 2012, and
held on both sides of the Pennines, will again
determine qualifications for merit competitions.
“Our top two events are the North Region
Championship and Leeds Cup, both sponsored
by De Vere. The other events are the Manchester

Open, James Brearley Lancashire Open, the
Yorkshire PGA Masters, which was upgraded
to full ranking status last year, and Owston
Hall where we are awaiting sponsorship
confirmation.”
Maly added: “It’s important that our
assistants are catered for because they are
obliged to return seven cards in each of the
three years they are in training.”
A healthy sprinkling of pro-ams in the
calendar is headed by the long-running Manx
Classic at Ramsey, with other regular two-day
fixtures at Aberdovey and Royal St David’s,
Windermere and Brough.
The PGA North Region will break new
ground when they stage the Campey ProGreenkeeper Challenge at Lancashire club
Hart Common on April 8.
The event was instigated by professional
Steve Parry and owner Peter Roberts
who were keen to showcase
the redesigned course at
Westhoughton which
has been described as a
hidden gem. “We’d originally
planned a demo day but when Peter
approached Campey Turf Care
Systems they agreed to sponsor an
event,” said Parry. “We’ve already had
a lot of interest so hopefully it will
become an annual fixture.”

MAIN RANKING EVENTS

May 13-14: De Vere PGA North Region
Championship (Herons Reach)
June 17-18: Yorkshire PGA Masters
(Sandburn Hall)
Aug 12-13: De Vere Leeds Cup (Oulton Hall)
Aug 27-28: The Manchester Open (Marriott
Worsley Park)
Sept 9-11: Owston Hall
Sept 15-16: James Brearley Lancashire
Open (Blackpool North Shore)

ASSISTANTS
May 7: Assistants’ Championship (Ilkley)
June 24: Assistants’ Challenge (Rockliffe Hall)
July 15: Sue Wright Trophy (Helsby)
Aug 8: Assistants’ Challenge (Bolton)
Sept 1-2: Harold Lees Trophy (Dore and Totley)

Steve Parry

MEMBERSHIPS NOW AVAILABLE
IN ALL CATEGORIES
GET A FULL MEMBERSHIP
FROM LESS THAN £10 PER WEEK!
DIRECT DEBIT AVAILABLE
DON’T BE LATE IN BOOKING
YOUR SOCIETY OUTINGS
FOR THIS SUMMER
- WEEKEND AVAILABILITY
PGA EUROPRO HERE
MAY 19TH - 23RD
PRO - AM TEAMS AVAILABLE
AT £275 +VAT FOR TEAM OF 3

Longhirst Hall
G O L F

C L U B

Telephone 01670 791562
or email: enquiries@longhirstgolf.co.uk
LONGHIRST HALL GOLF COURSE, LONGHIRST,
MORPETH, NORTHUMBERLAND, NE61 3LL
visit us online at: www.longhirstgolf.co.uk
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County
Champion
turns pro
Halley joins the
professional ranks
after a great year

Y

orkshire county champion
Chris Halley is turning
pro. The 28-year-old
Malton and Norton golfer
announced his intention to switch
to the pro ranks just before the end
of 2013 and he will officially join the
paid ranks in March.
His first event will be in the 1836
Tour tournament at West Lancs
followed by the Europro Tour School
at Formby.
Halley is naturally excited
about this step in his golfing
career, he said: “On the back of
such a good year in 2013, I have
decided to pursue my dream to be a
professional golfer.
“I have had some fantastic
support, and I am delighted to
confirm Whitby Seafoods as my
main sponsor for the year. I cannot
thank everyone enough at Malton
and Norton Golf Club for their
support. I have spent hours down
there on the range and using the
excellent short game area.
“I will continue to be attached to
Malton as a tour professional, and
hope I can inspire a generation of
juniors to get involved there.”

Halley enjoyed a rich vein of form
in 2013 bringing home the Yorkshire
Amateur Championship in July
before going on to take the Yorkshire
order of merit title, winning six of
the seven events he entered and
setting a new record for the most
victories, finishing the season with
an impressive handicap of plus-four.
It is an exciting time to join the
Europro tour. Halley said: “I am
playing well and I am confident I
can make the step up. Obviously you
need a bit of luck, but with a mixture
of good fortune and lots of hard
work I know I can do it.”
Whitby-based Halley, 28, is largely
self-taught and started playing when
he was 14. “When I started playing it
was just for fun, then I got to a two
handicap without any lessons and I
thought I would take it seriously and
see how good I could get.”
Malton club professional Michael
Brooks, who played for GB and
Ireland in the Walker Cup, thinks
Chris is a great prospect.
“He had a great year in 2013 and
is well equipped to deal with the
challenges ahead. He is a popular
figure and we all wish him well.”

England bridge eight-year
gap at Costa Ballena
Cumbria’s Adam Chapman shone
for England at the Costa Ballena
Quadrangular tournament in Spain
in January, with four wins in his
six games.
Chapman, from Windermere
Golf Club in Cumbria, was part of
the triumphant England team who
finished level with Spain and Finland
on four points. England’s 7-2 victory
over Germany and 6-3 success against
Finland on day one proved crucial

as they were beaten 5½ - 3½ by the
hosts on the second day. England
picked up the trophy by half a point
on the game points countback from
the Spanish, having been pipped by
the same margin in 2013.
England’s most successful player
was Staffordshire’s Robert Burlison
with five wins from his six games,
while Paul Kinnear from Lancashire
scored 4½ points. Ben Amor from
Wiltshire finished with four wins.

Scores: England 7 Germany 2; Finland 5 Spain 4; England 6 Finland 3; Spain
6½ Germany 2½; England 3½ Spain 5½; Finland 6½ Germany 2½
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MEMBERSHIPS
Exsisting members - Introduce a
NEW Member get £100 cash back!
Fantastic deals on all categories
Ring the Secretary on 0191 2621973

SOCIETIES
Great choice of packages available
including WEEKENDS!
Ring the Golf Shop on 0191 2624231

WINTER GREEN FEE
valid until 31st March 2014
Monday - Friday £10 round includes
coffee & bacon sandwich
4 Ball Special - £30

DRIVING RANGE
50 balls - £1.00 - 100 balls £2.00

HAPPY GILMORES BAR
All Newcastle matches shown LIVE!
Visitors welcome - food available
Rheydt Avenue, Wallsend, NE28 8SU
www.centurionpark.com

LUB
RYTON GOLF yC
ne & Wear
T

Membership Offer
4 Join for £1600
Now until
31st March 2015

£29

Society/Away Day
All Inclusive at Ryton Golf Club
Bacon Roll & Coffee, 18 holes, 2 Course Carvery
& All Inc Draught Beer/ Lager!!
£29pp midweek £38pp weekends
Open to the first 10 bookings & parties over 20 people
FREE with each booking:
• Free 4 ball Voucher
• Free 30 day Green fee Pass for organiser
• Free golf for organiser

Booking Line: 0191 4133253 or
email: secretary@rytongolfclub.co.uk
www.rytongolfclub.co.uk
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Ellie Givens

of 14-time major winner Tiger
Woods, won the title, finishing 16
under-par in the four round event at
the RACV Royal Pines Resort Gold
Coast in Queensland.
Cheyenne, 23, picked up her
first Ladies European Tour title with a
superb four under-par 69 to finish.
“This is a huge accomplishment
for me,” Cheyenne told the posttournament press conference, “The
Ladies European Tour has been great
to play this season. I’ve learned so
much from all of these girls and to be
able to come out here and actually
compete with them and come out on
top is huge for me.”
Australian amateur MinJee Lee
finished second on 14 under-par.
Ellie finished 33rd at the ISPS
Handa New Zealand Open at the
beginning of February, where World
number one amateur Lydi Ko, 15,
won her third major tour title.
The 24-year-old is playing her
third full year on the Ladies European
Tour after securing her card for this
season automatically by virtue of her
performances in 2013 - when she
finished 72nd in the Order of Merit.

Ace in the pack
Rockliffe Hall’s Ellie Givens hit the first holein-one of her career in February at the Volvik
RACV Australian Ladies Masters.
After starting her opening round with
back-to-back bogeys, Ellie aced the 160-yard
par-three fifth hole to climb back to level par.
After her round Ellie tweeted: “Had my
first ever hole in one today at the RACV Volvik
Ladies Australian Masters - about time.”

Ellie returned a first round one-over par
74, six shots behind early leader Jessica
Korda from the US.
In the second round Ellie struggled to a
77, missing the cut by two shots. Solheim
Cup star Cherley Hull, 17, was the highest
placed Englishwoman in 10th place with a
seven under-par total.
American Cheyenne Woods, the niece

FOLLOW US ON
TWITTER
- @MGC1908

Middlesbrough Golf Club
Brass Castle Lane, Middlesbrough, TS8 9EE

VISITING PARTIES
Fantastic deals for visiting parties
on one of the North’s most
prestigious courses.
Various options available i.e
Coffee and Bacon roll on arrival
18 holes of golf
2 course evening meal
£35 per person
Bespoke packages can be
negotiated for small
and large parties.

NE/NW PRO AM

Friday 9th May £240 per team.
Minimum pro 1st prize £1,000.
Telephone Gordon on
01642 311 766

WINTER SPECIAL
valid until 31st march 2014
4 Ball for £80.00
including Bacon Roll and Coffee on arrival
(please quote NG when contacting)

2014 OPENS
1. Gents Open
Sunday 25th May
£30 pair
2. Mixed Open
Sunday 29th June
£30 pair
3.Seniors Open
Wednesday 2nd July
£30 pair (minimum age 55 years)
4.Ladies Open
Friday 18th July
team of 4
£60 per team

To register or gain more information on any of these opportunities please contact Mr Gordon Cattrell, Club Professional:
Tel: 01642 311766 • Email: gcattrell@tgigolf.com • Web: www.middlesbroughgolfclub.co.uk
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Brothers
in arms
Dean Bailey tells the
amazing story of two brothers
who hit holes-in-one on the
same day 300 miles apart

T

he odds of having a hole-in-one are
close to 64,000/1, but two brothers
holing out from the tee on the same
day, some 300 miles apart, what are
the odds of that?
Mike and Rob Pratt managed the feat on
Friday, December 13, 2013.
Rob, 64, playing at Linden Hall Golf Club holed
a pitching wedge at the par-three seventh while
playing with regular partners Neil Robson and
Joe Convery.
Mike, 70, playing at Burnham Beeches Golf
Club in Buckinghamshire holed a driver at the
par-three third while playing in the Woodworm
Golf Society’s winter competition.
“The really strange thing is we think they
were within an hour or so of each other,” Rob
said. “Mike checked the time and he holed out at

Linden Hall
10.30am, I didn’t check the time unfortunately but
I’d say it was between 10am and 11am.
“Mike’s tells me he hit a ‘chipped’ driver to
the third where the green was hidden by a large
bunker.
“He and his playing partners searched for the
ball through the back of the green before doing
what we all do in desperation, taking a quick look
in hole ‘just in case’.”
Rob on the other hand was able to see his

ball roll in the hole from the elevated tee on the
seventh, “It was one of those ones we all dream
about, I landed it right where I wanted, saw it
bounce twice and then roll straight into the hole.”
And who had the bigger bar bill? “Mike was
playing in quite a big society while I got away with
just a few drinks,” Rob added.
Got an even stranger golfing tale to tell?
We want to hear about it, email
editor@northerngolfer.co.uk

A different class of membership
- where golfing greats play

Becoming a golf member at Rockliffe Hall, home of the English Senior Open, means more than just joining a club. With excellent
benefits across the resort and a choice of options from individual golf only to full resort which includes spa use for you or your
partner. Add to this members’ competitions, a great social calendar plus all round friendly support from our PGA professionals
and golf services team and you’ll begin to see why we’re in a league of our own when it comes to membership.

With our new golf only category you can
now enjoy unlimited 7 day access to one
of the finest championship courses in
the North from just £1500 a year with no
joining fees.

www.rockliffehall.com
Hurworth-on-Tees Darlington County Durham DL2 2DU
+44 (0)1325 729999 enquiries@rockliffehall.com

For more information on golf memberships,
please contact a member of our golf
sales team on 01325 729987 or email
golf.enquiries@rockliffehall.com
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Year full of hope
Dean Bailey catches up with some of the region’s golfers
to find out their aims for the season ahead

L

ast month we looked back at an
incredible year for the North East
and Yorkshire, Garrick Porteous and
Matt Fitzpatrick winning the biggest
prizes in amateur golf, pro success, tour
events and so much more.
This month we’ve asked names from both
the amateur and professional ranks to fill us
in on what they’re looking forward to in 2014.

Andrew Minnikin
Northumberland county
captain: “Personally I’m
hoping to build on the
success I had last year (Northumberland
County Championship and Civil Service
Championship wins). I’m working with a new
coach Andy Paisley from Hexham, and I’m

hoping to make gains in all areas of my game
in the coming months.
“On the county side I’d like to see the team
improve on last season’s performance, we
avoided finishing bottom and picked up a
win. This year I’m hoping we can push on
from that and to see some benefit from the
work we’ve put in over the winter months.”

Jack Hermeston
“I suppose it has to be heading
to the US for university
in August (University of
Missouri - Kansas City). I’m looking forward
to a new opportunity, testing myself against
new courses and conditions and competing
against top players – I hope all of those
experiences really help me improve my game.”

A C O A S TA L G E M
PLAY THE BEST GREENS
IN THE AREA

Chris Paisley

Whitburn Golf Club
www.whitburngolfclub.co.uk

WINTER GOLF OFFERS
4 Ball - £52.00 weekdays or £62.00 weekends

MEMBERSHIPS
Ring NOW! for our special offers now until end of December 2014
Telephone the Secretary on 0191 5292177 option 1

2014 OPENS
Mens (4 Man Team) - Saturday 17th May • Ladies - Sunday 1st June
Mens Seniors - Thursday 3rd July • St Clares Charity Day - Saturday 5th July
Mens (4BBB) - Saturday 9th August

SOCIETIES
Excellent deals for visiting parties - Pre-Book NOW!
Telephone the Professional on 0191 5294210 option 3
F O R OT H E R S P E C I A L D E A L S S E E U S O N T W I T T E R L I N K @ G O L F W H I T B U R N
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Chris Paisley
“In 2014 I am looking forward to
getting married; I met my fiancée
Keri while I was in college in the
US and we are getting married in April. I cannot
wait to keep improving and give my all on the
golf course, I’ll see where it takes me.”

Steve Cram
“In 2014 I am looking forward
to another successful COCO
celebrity golf day at De Vere
Slaley Hall on June 25, a Wembley cup final for
the Black Cats, Mo Farah’s marathon debut on
the streets of London, a home Commonwealth
Games, England winning a penalty shoot out in
Brazil and hopefully Sunderland surviving in the
Premiership!”

Bryan Ross
Durham County golf captain
and England Golf regional
performance manager (North):
“First up I’m hoping for some good weather this
season! I think on paper we have the strongest
side we’ve had in a long time in Durham. The
young guys have really improved in the last
year, Andy Wilson is off plus-four now, Reese
Thompson and Chris Handy had great seasons
last year. If we can get a full strength team out

we’ve got a good chance of competing.
“In terms of England Golf, I’m looking forward
to seeing how Matty Lamb progresses this year,
he’s now part of the England Boys (U18) squad.
We’ve got some great players in our squads
and we’ve got some great under 14 players
so we’re looking forward to seeing how those
players get on. It’s also the first year for the girls’
programme, we’re not sure what to expect but
we hope some of them can shine this year and
we hope to see the squad develop.”

Jason Budd
England Golf regional
development officer, “We’ve got
National Golf Month coming up
in May so I’m really looking forward to that.
We’ve got a lot of activities planned to highlight
clubs in the region, what they do and hopefully
introduce people to their local club and the
game of golf. We’ve also got an introduction to
golf programme, which will follow the Get into
Golf model and we hope to see a lot of people
taking part in that and hopefully progress into
playing golf regularly.”

Jonathan Greenwood
Golf operations manager at Close
House: “For me and for everyone
here at Close House having Lee

Westwood back in the North East this year;
every time Lee visits we have a super day
here. Hopefully Lee can win a major this year,
it would be great to see a top guy win one, I
think he deserves to.”

Matty Lamb
“Of course I’d like to win more
national titles this season,
and represent England and
hopefully help them win some game, but
for me improving my game and getting
technically better is my real goal.
I try and look at long term goals and making
small gains towards those.”

Garrick Porteous
“The Masters is obviously going
to be a big highlight this season.
I have just been over to the US
and got to play Augusta.
“I’ll be back in the US in February and,
hopefully, will get the chance to play there
again in preparation for April. After the
Masters I’ll need to sit down with Chubby
(Chandler) and ISM and work out my plans for
the year.
“The plan is still to turn professional after the
Masters. It’s going to be very exciting and I’m
looking forward to it.”

Play Golf at
Stocksfield in 2014
ON LINE TEE BOOKING NOW AVAILABLE!
2014 Open Competitions
Gents Ladies Mixed Seniors Midweek
All bookable on line at www.brsgolf.com/stocksfield/opens_home.php

Visitors
Book on line for rates and dates from 5th April
at www.brsgolf.com/stocksfield/visitor_home.php
Winter Offer – £5 pp midweek to 28th February. Bookable in advance on
01661 843041 (Option 2)

Society Bookings
Packages priced to suit your requirements. Email: info@stocksfieldgolfclub.co.uk
or Tel: 01661 843041 (Option 1)

Membership Offers to 31st March 2015
£450 for over 30’s

£265 for 18-30’s

Further discounts apply for groups joining together.
Membership at Stocksfield includes reduced green fees at Brampton and
Seahouses as well as courses in the Tyne Valley.
For further details on the above or our Club visit our website at
www.stocksfieldgolfclub.co.uk or telephone 01661 843041 (Option1)

18 holes of woods and parkland with
stunning views of the Tyne Valley

Stocksfield Golf Club Ltd, New Ridley, Stocksfield, NE43 7RE
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Captains’
armbands
Northumberland and
Durham go into season with
the same skippers in charge

B

ryan Ross and Andy Minnikin will
continue as captains of Durham and
Northumberland respectively this year.
Both received the backing of
their respective County Executives following
their annual meetings at Ramside and the
Northumberland Club.
At the Durham AGM Allan Roberts was
elected president for a second year while Les
Inskip was re-elected treasurer.
Michael Sample and John Sanderson were
re-elected to the executive with Darlington’s David
Proud elected for the first time.
At the meeting it was also announced that
Graham Hope will be stepping down as secretary,
a post he has held since 2000, at next year’s annual
meeting after being made county president-elect

Andrew Minnikin (above) and Bryan Ross (right)
and the process to appoint a new secretary is
under way.
John Mayfield will also complete a second
year as Northumberland president after being
re-elected at the AGM at the Northumberland
Club while Paul Clarke and Danny Finlay were
re-elected to the executive.
Both Ross and Minnikin will be hoping for a
better year in the Northern Counties League, but

given the number of clubs and players they can
choose from compared with Yorkshire, Lancashire
and Cheshire their task is always going to be an
uphill one.
Morpeth will host the Northumberland
Strokeplay Championship while the County
Championship will be at Ponteland. The Durham
County Championship is at Eaglescliffe with the
match play tournament at Wynyard.

CHESTER-LE-STREET
GOLF CLUB
New members always welcome at Chester-le-Street
Founded in 1908 with an initial layout of 9 holes,
the course has been sympathetically extended
over the years to achieve the existing beautiful
18 hole course.
Mostly parkland with forestry surrounding the
majority of the Eastern boundaries, with the banks
of River Wear for most of the Western boundaries.
The course is virtually ﬂat with four minor inclines
giving associated uphill and downhill fairways.
We have a well stocked shop, selling a wide
range of quality golﬁng equipment and clothing
with a helping hand always available from our
Club’s Professional.
Our Modern clubhouse provides excellent
facilities and a friendly atmosphere:
• Comfortable Lounge
• Dining Room
• Television Room
• Snooker Room
• Suitable for Wedding Reception,
Social Events, etc (max. 120 people)

Membership Details
All fees are annual unless stated otherwise.
No joining fee is applicable.
5 day Female
5 day Male
Full Female
Full Males
Members aged 22
Members aged 23
Members aged 24
Members aged 25
Members aged 26
Youth ( 19-21)
Junior (7- 10)
Junior ( 11-1 6)
Junior ( 17- 18)
5 day Country (outside 30 miles)
7 day Country (outside 30 miles)
Social

£490.00
£490.00
£599.00
£599.00
£260.00
£360.00
£460.00
£560.00
£599.00
£165.00
£0.00
£95 .00
£145 .00
£210.00
£340.00
£15.00

For application form please see membership
section on our website

Chester le Street Golf Club, Lumley Park, County Durham, DH3 4NS
email:clsgcoﬃce@tiscali.co.uk www.clsgolfclub.co.uk
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TIM JENKINS GOLF

01642 498772
MASSIVE STOCK CLEARANCE
CLEVELAND GOLF CLUB
Majuba Road, Redcar, TS10 5BJ

WE MUST MAKE ROOM FOR ALL OUR 2014 STOCK,
SO WE ARE CLEARING 2013 STOCK AT GREAT PRICES

WEATHERSOF GLOVE
USUALLY £7.99

G20 IRONS 4-SW
ONE SET ONLY
RRP £379 NOW

Last year’s Junior Golf Tour finalists at Matfen Hall

Looking for
Wynners

NOW

CAPS

AQL

USUALLY £14.99

RRP £74.99

NOW

£36.00

NOW £7

TW13 SHOES

HERITAGE SHOES

Men’s & Ladies available

RRP £149.99

Entries for the 2014 Junior Golf Tour qualifiers
in Northumberland, Durham and Cumbria are
now open

NOW

fter a successful 2013
event the England Golf
North East and Cumbria
Junior Golf Tour has
been confirmed for 2014.
The event, which aims to boost
participation among the youngest
players, takes place at four venues
in each county before the top 16
players progress to the regional final,
which will be played at Wynyard
Golf Club on Sunday, September 7.
Jonathan Ward, Durham’s county
development officer said: “The
Junior Golf Tour provides a great
opportunity for younger players to
gain valuable experience, competing
against other boys and girls at
different courses.
“We hope this will inspire them
to join and climb the talent pathway
to become the best player they can
be.” The tour uses forward tees and

operates a junior tour handicapping
system for the novice players,
“We’ve seen this initiative go from
strength to strength in the last five
years. Last year we attracted some
60 competitors at each event,”
Jonathan added.
The tour is open to boys aged
8-12 and girls aged 8-13 on January
1, 2014. Players with and without a
handicap can take part in any of the
four nine-hole events in each county.
Players do not have to be a club
member to enter the tour in their
home county but, must play in a
minimum of three events to qualify
for the final in one of the five age
and gender categories.
The top 16 players from each
county will go on to play in the
regional final at Wynyard. Last year
Durham retained the title at Matfen
Hall.

NOW

Durham JGT Qualifiers
May 18 – Whickham GC
June 15 – Roseberry Grange GC
July 13 – George Washington GC
August 17– Durham City GC
www.durhamgolfpartnership.com
Alternatively contact Jonathan Ward,
durhamcdo@hotmail.com
Northumberland JGT Qualifiers
May 11 - Ponteland GC
June 15 - Alnmouth (Foxton) GC

July 6 - Blyth GC
August 3 - Tynemouth GC
www.northumberlandcgp.co.uk
Alternatively contact Ian Harvey,
cdonorthumberland@yahoo.com
Cumbria JGT Qualifiers
Will be available soon at
www.cumbriagolf.org
Alternatively contact Nicola
Martindale,
cdocumbria@yahoo.co.uk

A

£4.99

£339

SHOE
DEALS

£69.99

Waterproof leather

WERE £44.99

NIKE REMIX
JUNIOR SHOES
ADDIDAS & PUMA SHOES ALSO GREATLY REDUCED

£24.99

STREET SHOES

WERE £44.99

£19.99

NOW

Waterproof leather

NOW

RRP £115

£55.00

DRIVER DEALS

PING i20 DRIVERS ........................................................................................ WERE £229 NOW £179
PING G20 DRIVERS ....................................................................................... WERE £189 NOW £119
COBRA AMP OFFSET DRIVERS .......................................................................................... NOW £99
EX-DEMO CALLAWAY X HOT & RAZR FIT X-TREME ......................................... FROM ONLY £49.99
MIZUNO JPX 825 DRIVER .............................................................................. WERE £189 NOW £99
YONEX SD DRIVER ..................................................................................... WERE £199 NOW £79.99
NIKE COVERT DRIVER WERE £249 ............................................................................NOW £129.99

CALLAWAY
DIABLO BALLS

£11 DOZEN
WERE £22.99

50%
OFF

FG V2 FORGED
IRONS 4-PW

WERE £29.99

NOW £15

NEW
FOR 2014
TAYLOR MADE JETSPEED DRIVER RRP £249
CALLAWAY X2 HOT DRIVERS
NEW COBRA BIO-CELL DRIVER

NIKE ONE
RZN

OUR PRICE £199
OUR PRICE £249
OUR PRICE £219

NEW PING i25 WOODS, HYBRIDS & IRONS ARRIVE MID-FEB
CALL FOR A GREAT DEAL

NEW YES PUTTER RANGE - PRICES FROM £99
FREE FITTING SERVICE AVAILABLE

One right
hand set &
one left hand
set in stock

WERE £549

NOW ONLY

£299

BIG BERTHA
IS BACK!

FLIGHT SCOPE FITTING FREE
DURING FEBRUARY

TRY BEFORE YOU BUY

TIM JENKINS P.G.A PROFESSIONAL SPECIALIST IN CUSTOM FITTING USING FLIGHT SCOPE TECHNOLOGY. We
measure your swing speed, ball speed, launch angle, carry and total distance, helping to accurately
fit your next set of irons or driver. Fitting FREE during February(usually £25)

TIM JENKINS
P.G.A. PROFESSIONAL
CUSTOM FIT SPECIALIST
FOR OVER 35 YEARS

WWW.TIMJENKINSGOLF.CO.UK
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Hearts
of gold
Ramside raises fantastic
sum for the Children’s Heart
Unit Fund at Newcastle’s
Freeman Hospital

R

amside Golf Club members have
chipped in to raise nearly £16,000 for
children’s heart transplant surgery at
Newcastle’s Freeman Hospital.
The Children’s Heart Unit at the Freeman
was chosen as the Ramside captains’ charity for
2013 and men’s captain Gordon Dance and ladies
captain Anne Wilkinson organised a year-long
fundraising campaign.
The money was raised specifically for children
needing cardiothoracic surgery, involving
conditions affecting children’s hearts and lungs,
just one of many types of specialist care provided
by the unit.
Gordon said: “The Children’s Heart Unit at
Freeman Hospital is an incredible, life-changing

Ramside club captain Gordon Dance dressed as Santa Claus at The Children’s Heart Unit,
Freeman Hospital, Newcastle, with Julie Flett (transplant liaison sister) and other CHU staff
place, delivering hope and bright futures to
children who have yet to scratch the surface of life.
“I’m overjoyed that, in our own small way, we
could pull together a good amount of money that
can help this special group of health professionals
do their amazing work.”
The funds were raised through a variety of
charity golf competitions, raffles, auctions, gala
dinners and private donations. The final total was

boosted by match funding from Barclays, through
its employee and Ramside member Paul West,
who donated £5,250 in funds.
Gordon visited the Children’s Heart Unit
dressed as Santa Claus to hand over a cheque and
deliver selection boxes and teddy bears to the
children on the ward. Ramside undertakes a range
of charitable work including a golf day to help
children affected by meningitis.

Ravensworth Golf Club
www.ravensworthgolfclub.co.uk

PRUDHOE GOLF CLUB
The Home of Champions

NEW MEMBERS SPECIAL 2014
7 Day £565 - 5 Day £498 • NEW Flexi Golf - EZ4U £175 + £9 per round includes Congu Handicap (subject to T&C’s) • NEW GO2O - £220
(20 Mid Week rounds of golf/ includes mid week comps subject to entry fees)
VISITORS SPECIAL
Saturday & Sunday only £10 per round (subject to
availability) Telephone the Pro Shop 0191 4876014

SINGLES OPENS: Wednesday 12th March &
Wednesday 9th April 2014 Visitors £10 per person
includes coffee/tea & bacon roll

ONLY £299

FREE GAME OF GOLF
Monday 24th - Friday 28th March
Limited tee times and must be pre booked
VISITING PARTIES
Saturday afternoon bookings now available at
FANTASTIC discounted price
Ring NOW! for further information

GUINESS WINTER OPEN COMPETITION
Saturday 22nd March 2014
Sponsored by Diageo- Cash Prizes - £17.59 per pair
TEAM OPENS: Saturday 22nd February & Friday 21st
March 2014 Visitors £40 per 4 man team includes
coffee/tea & bacon roll

NEW MEMBER OFFER
1st April - December 31st 2014

Visitor Tee
Times Saturday
& Sunday
contact the golf shop
on 0191 4876014

VISITOR/CORPORATE & CHARITY DATES AVAILABLE

Angel View, Long Bank, Wrekenton, Gateshead, NE9 7NE

OPEN COMPETITIONS
View online - www.prudhoegolfclub.co.uk
“A real treat to play” - Paul Corney
(North East/Northern Golfer October 2012)
For further information please contact the Professsional/
Manager John Crawford on 01661 832466
Prudhoe Golf Club, Eastwood Park, Prudhoe, NE42 5DX
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Book your Summer 2014 Golf Day
18 holes & food from £22pp

Play & Stay
Pete Cowen (left) receives his award from Jim Pape chairman of the
PGA North Region

Coach to
the stars

Having helped so many make it to the top
Pete Cowen is recognised for his work

I

t’s taken a while but Pete
Cowen has finally been
awarded due recognition of
his place in the world of golf.
One of the world’s leading
coaches, the down-to-earth
Yorkshireman is a PGA Master
Professional and received a PGA
Recognition Award for services to
golf earlier this year.
Cowen attributes much of his
success to the players he has helped
to keep on the straight and narrow
rather than claim all the kudos.
“It’s due to them, not me, because
I don’t hit a shot,” he stressed at the
PGA annual lunch in Manchester
where he was presented with the
award by Jim Pape chairman of the
PGA North Region.

“It’s nice to get the honour,
especially after starting another
career when I’d finished playing,”
said the former Lindrick head
professional who committed himself
to full-time coaching 16 years ago.
“I was on the European Tour
in 1989 and plyed my last Open
Championship at Troon the same
season, then played in the PGA
Cup in 1992 when I also won the
PGA North Region Championship,”
he reflected. “Since then I’ve
been teaching.”
He is quite matter-of-fact about
his achievements considering he has
worked with 15 Ryder Cup players
including Lee Westwood and Darren
Clarke, and nine of the top 16 alltime money winners.

Bed & Breakfast with
unlimited golf *
Facilities include, two bedrooms,
lounge with stunning views of the
course & the North Sea, a fully
equipped kitchen , bathroom,
parking, full use of the Clubhouse
and a full English Breakfast in
our restaurant.

1 NIGHT & 1 DAY’S
UNLIMITED GOLF*

£49 p.p.
East Coast Golf Passport
with Bed & Breakfast from,
2 NIGHTS & 3 ROUNDS
OF GOLF, FROM 5 COURSES*

£116 p.p.

Flamborough Head Golf Club
‘The Friendliest Club on the Coast…..’

For more information call: 01262 850333
LIGHTHOUSE ROAD FLAMBOROUGH YO15 1AR
enquiries ﬂamboroughheadgolfclub.co.uk, www.ﬂamboroughheadgolfclub.co.uk

Big changes underway at
Hall Garth Manor
The Hall Garth Hotel, Golf and
Country Club is undergoing big
changes following its purchase
by North of England Estates in
September 2013.
The development of Hall Garth
includes a golf course redesign,
which will feature six new tees, an
improved putting green and short

game practice facilities. The Stables
pub will also be transformed into a
sports bar and clubhouse as part of
the work.
The club is also set to become an
affiliated member of the Durham
County Golf Union, allowing
members to play competitive golf
and have recognised handicaps.
NORTHERN GOLFER 15
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Talent
spotters
The search is on for the next
generation of promising
young golfers in Durham

The team of
coaches at the Durham
Golf Partnership County
Academy are helping
young players fulfil
their potential

D

urham’s County Academy programme
is looking for the next group of
youngsters to take part in their talentspotting programme. The programme
aims to help boys and girls with talent and
enthusiasm develop their golfing skills.
Jonathan Ward, county development officer for
the Durham County Golf Partnership said: “The
County Academy Programme is an important
part of the junior golf set-up in Durham allowing
players to develop their game while also providing
a pathway towards the county level teams or
finding the right club coaching for a young player
to improve their game.
“High quality coaching and training is
combined with appropriate physical training,
lifestyle management, psychology, and

nutrition advice.” The final assessment day for 2014
takes place on Sunday, February 23 from 10am-2pm
at Beamish Park Hotel.
The programme includes coaching from PGA
qualified professionals and is for golfers aged 8-18.
Players must register in advance to attend.
Registrations must be submitted online or
received via email/post no later than the Friday of
the previous week.
To register download a registration form from
www.durhamgolfpartnership.com

Former County Academy players Ben
Bailey (Wynyard GC) and William Skipp
(Eaglescliffe) have been chosen for
the England Golf U16 regional
coaching squad.
Five of the girls have made their
squad - Briony Bayles (Bishop Auckland
GC), Aimee Goodlad (Castle Eden GC),
Jessica Hall (Bishop Auckland GC), Kitana
Hollins (Ramside Hall GC) and Alexandra
Stevenson (Beamish Park GC).

Whitley Bay Golf Club
Claremont Road, Whitley Bay, Tyne and Wear, NE26 3UF
Secretary: Dawn Ridley 0191 252 0180
Professional: David Twizell 0191 2525688
Email: whitleybaygolfclub@virginmedia.com
Website: whitleybaygolfclub.co.uk

Membership from £46 per month
7-Day, 6-Day and 5-Day Memberships
are currently available
Very attractive terms for the Under-30s as
Intermediates and Juniors e.g. 24 year of age =
£32 per month for 7 Day Membership
All details are on the website

Visitors
Visitors, Visiting Parties and Societies
are always welcome
Please check the website for details of special deals
e.g. £25 for a late booking
On-line booking available

2014 Open Competitions

Seniors’ Open - Thursday 10th July 2014
Mixed Open - Sunday 27th July 2014
Ladies’ Open - Thursday 7th August 2014
Men’s Open - Sunday 17th August 2014
Full details on the website

New Golfers
Café Golf for Ladies, Academy Golf for Men and
our Junior Academy allow new golfers to learn and
experience the game in a club environment
These packages include tuition with David Twizell,
our PGA Professional, access to the golf course and
practice facilities and use of the Clubhouse
Check the website for further information

For further information or to arrange an introductory visit
please contact Dawn or David by telephone or email
16 NORTHERN GOLFER
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Golf Membership
2014 -15

£530

Match of the Day

• £50 Linden Tree Bar credit included
• 1 x 4 Ball Guest Pass • 3 x Single Guest Passes
• 12 Free Rounds at Macdonald Golf Hotels
• 20% Members discount in The Linden Tree Bar
• Pay By Direct Debit over12 Months

Premier League teams up with Sport England
to encourage more youngsters into golf

T

he power of football will
help more young people
get into golf thanks to a
£16.8 million partnership
announced by Sport England and
the Premier League.
Golf is one of four sports to join
the League 4 Sport community
programme alongside athletics,
boxing and tennis.
Sunderland AFC is among the
first 10 Premier League clubs to
support the initiative.
Brendon Pyle, the Golf
Foundation’s development manager

said: “This is great news for golf.
The power of football means we will
be able to reach many more young
people. And, because most football
clubs are based in town and city
areas, we’ll be able to reach a totally
new audience.
“StreetGolf is the ideal way
to introduce people to golf. It’s a
different, edgy and versatile game,
which you can play anywhere. When
we introduced it to the PL4Sport
co-ordinators they loved it, it really
changed their perception of how golf
can be delivered.”

Opens 2014
• 22.6.14 Gents Texas Scramble £30
• 8.7.14 Ladies Waltz £25
• 19.7.14 Mixed Texas Scramble £30
• 7.8.14 Seniors 4 BBB £20

Rockliffe
rookies

R

ockliffe Hall has launched
a search to develop
the next generation of
talented golfers.
The Darlington course has set up
its own junior golf academy, which
will run for six weeks.
Young people aged from six to 14
are invited to take part and receive
tuition and master-classes from
some of the region’s top professional

Societies
• Weekday & Weekend dates available.
• Golf from £15 • Food from £3.50
• FREE 4 Ball vouchers to give away as prizes

golfers at the Hurworth-based
Championship golf course. The sixweek course is aimed at beginners or
those that want learn more about it.
For more details contact 01325 729980
or email golf@rockliffehall.com

For full details , terms & conditions contact
Graeme or Karl • T 01670 500011
E: golfdir.lindenhall@macdonald-hotels.co.uk
www.MacdonaldHotels.co.uk/LindenHall
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You’ll be nuts
about KP

Have
your sa
y

Lo
northe g on to
rngolfe
r.co.uk

Alan Hedley tries out the KP Club
and finds it very much to his taste

F

irst impressions often flatter to
deceive. Not so with The KP Club
which overlooks the beautiful Vale
of York.
The stunning clubhouse dominating the
160-acre site is just the start. It really is very
impressive and so is everything that goes with
The KP Club.
The 6,193-yard championship course has
been likened to an inland links and as such needs
strategy, creativity and, above all, patience.
But there are chances to score on a course that
makes the best use of the naturally undulating
terrain and it’s no surprise the Sky Sports
televised Trilby Tour chose to visit three years
in a row.

It’s not long by modern standards but with a
par of 70 it does require some thought and it’s not
simply a question of hauling out the big stick and
banging away.
The opening hole at 432 yards downhill, does
need a driver, and providing you avoid a couple of
trees and fairway bunkers, will leave an approach
you need to be careful with as the ball has a
tendency to bound on through the green.
The second, a 410 yards dog-leg, needs some
thought as there’s out of bounds left and two
ponds with a connecting ditch. Accuracy rather
than length is key here and perhaps opting for a
longer second shot will yield the best results.
The first of the par threes is the shortest hole
on the course at 123 yards and protected by two

big pot bunkers and another back left, accuracy
again is key.
It’s followed by the longest hole on the course,
a mammoth 612-yard par five, played uphill.
Long and straight hitting is demanded here; not
surprisingly, a par will be gratefully accepted.
There are birdie chances at the 460-yard par
five fifth provided you negotiate the slight dogleg,
the ditch and two greenside bunkers. At the
picturesque seventh avoid the out of bounds left
and behind the green and you may well pick up
another stroke.
Long hitters will fancy chancing their arm
at the dog-leg 386-yard eighth, but there’s out
of bounds left again and a couple of greenside
bunkers to handle. The front nine ends with a 173-
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FACT FILE
CONTACT
The KP Club, Kilnwick Percy,
Pocklington, YO42 1UF
Tel: 01759 303090
Email: golf@thekp.co.uk
Website: www.thekp.co.uk
Twitter: @kpgolclub and @thekpshop
GREEN FEES
18 holes £30, 9 holes £18, day £50
Guest rate: day £15, weekend £20
Group, society and residential
packages available

yard par-three with a small, tricky undulating
green which is surrounded by bunkers. A par is
more than satisfactory.
A new tee at 10 has stretched the hole to a
373-yard dog-leg, avoiding the pond to right of
the hole is what matters here as it’s followed
by the 290-yard 11th, an eminently drivable par
four and a real birdie chance as is the 515-yard
par five 12th, which is reachable in two - but
beware of the ditch at the front of the green.
The 366-yard 13th is a lovely hole with great
views and invites the drive however, avoiding
the 80-yard long fairway bunker on the right is
a must to set up an approach to a green that
slopes back to front.
The 14th at 360 yards is another birdie
chance and you may need it with the signature
15th (see factfile) to follow - the start of an
excellent finish.
The 16th, at 355 yards and downhill, isn’t
long but there’s out of bounds left, two ditches
and a green which slopes left to right while the
167-yard par three 17th has water down the
right feeding into a pond next to a green that
can be very quick towards the wet stuff.
The last is an uphill par four of 414 yards - a
really good closing hole with out of bounds left
and a two-tier green which is well bunkered on
both sides.

TOTAL DISTANCE
White tees - 6,193 yards
Yellow tees - 5,834 yards
Red tees - 5,107 yards
FEATURES
18 holes of parkland golf
Practice putting green
10 bay driving range
Chipping/pitching area
Plenty of parking
Superb clubhouse with bar, lounge
and restaurant
Residential lodges and hotel rooms
Buggies and club hire available

THE KP Club has been
around longer than you
think, but it’s now coming
into real maturity.
Built on farmland by the
Huxtable family in 1994, it
was bought by a partnership
of local businessmen, among
them Paul and Simon Dixon,
with the brief of creating the
premier golf centre in the
East Riding.
Strong and continuing
investment has seen the
building of a splendid twostorey glasshouse with
restaurant and bar area,
conference space and golf
shop. There’s also 28 hotel
rooms and suites, and 26
luxury and deluxe lodges
overlooking the course
while there are plans for an
exciting uber-cool spa.

CADDY’S TIP
This is a thinking man’s (and woman’s)
golf course. It’s no good hauling out the
driver and giving it a clatter. Accuracy
and patience are the key here.
SIGNATURE HOLE
Many would go for the 612 yard fourth
and it is a very fine par five and well
worth it’s stroke one rating on the card,
but the short 15th gets my vote, even
though it is classed as the fourth easiest
hole on the course. At just 168 yards on
the card, it looks a doddle, but there’s
water everywhere, a green side bunker
and lots of mounding with a green that
slopes from back to front...good luck!

ALAN HEDLEY’S VERDICT
A really classy resort, from the clubhouse
and it’s marvellous facilities to an
excellent golf course.
A fine golfing experience.
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MATCHPLAYPAIRS
MATCH PLAY PAIRS APPLICATION FORM
For your chance to win a top prize in amateur golf, simply fill in
this application form and send it to:
Tournament Organiser, Northern Golfer, Offstone Publishing,
Unit One, Bearl Farm, Stocksfield, Northumberland, NE43 7AL
DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES: MONDAY, MARCH 31, 2014

LEAD PLAYER
PLAYER
NAME

HANDICAP
GOLF
CLUB

Pair up to become
our champions

ADDRESS
POSTCODE
TEL (DAY)

TEL (EVE)

Entries open for the 2014 Match Play Pairs

EMAIL

PARTNER

HANDICAP

PLAYER
NAME

GOLF
CLUB

ADDRESS
POSTCODE
TEL (DAY)

TEL (EVE)

EMAIL

PAYMENT:

ENTRY FEE

I have enclosed a cheque made payable to
Offstone Publishing for £25 
Or I authorise Offstone Publishing to debit my
Mastercard/Visa/Maestro/Delta card by £25 only



£25

Card Number
Issue No:

Valid from:

(Maestro only)

Exp date:

Cardholders
Signature:

Please fill in the name and address the card is registered to:
Title

Inital

Surname

T

he search is on for
Northern Golfer’s
Gents Match Play Pairs
champions for 2014. Now
in it’s 11th year, the competition is
open for entry. This year’s semi-finals
will be played at Ramside and the final
will be at Tyneside Golf Club.
We will be keeping you up to date
with who progresses, both here in the
magazine and our website so, to follow
in the footsteps of last year’s winners
Alan Brady and Matt Harper from
Durham City Golf Club, enter now!
The popular competition began
in 2002, our first final was held at
Slaley Hall where Chris Wall and Marc
Newcombe from Cleveland Golf Club
lifted the trophy with a 3 & 2 victory.
Northern Golf editor Paul
Robertson said: “We are delighted that

NORTHERN GOLFER MENS MATCH PLAY PAIRS RULES 2014
1. A pairs match play
competition to be run in
conjunction with Northern
Golfer for its readers within
its circulation area.
2. Entry forms, illegible or
incorrect may result in the
entrants being disqualified.
3. At each match, if courtesy
is not given, green fees will
be shared by both home and
away teams.
4. All entry forms are to be
directed to Northern Golfer
with the entry fee.

Address

5. The minimum age for the
competition is 18, there is
no maximum.
6. The maximum handicap is 24.

Northern Golfer would like to keep you informed of our news, offers
and competitions. If you prefer NOT to recieve our newsletter please
tick this box
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this competition is still proving so
popular. Tournament organiser Paul
Corney does a fantastic job making
sure it runs smoothly.
“We would like to thank both
Ramside and Tyneside for their
support this year and we look
forward to the semi-finals and final
over two great courses.
“All we need now is a strong field
and hopefully great weather - as
good as last year. Entries close on
March 31 so make sure you don’t
miss out.”
For your chance to win simply
fill in the application form on
this page and send it to: The
Tournament Organiser, Northern
Golfer, Offstone Publishing, Unit
One, Bearl Farm, Stocksfield,
Northumberland, NE 43 7AL

7. Matches to be played using
3/4 of the difference of the
handicap taken from the
lowest handicap.
8. Matches to be played off
the tees of the day - (Home
players may choose between
yellows or whites depending
on club policy).
9. This competition is open to

golf club members with a
valid handicap.
10. Active handicap certificates
must be available at all
matches for opponents to
inspect if requested.
11. No player can enter the
competition more than once.
12. Once a team has registered
their home club, they cannot
transfer to another club
without notifying Northern
Golfer and a transfer will
only be accepted once
a check has been made
that the players have fully
complied with COGNU
handicapping rules.
13. The home drawn pair to offer
three dates and times to their
opposition.
14. No extensions will be given.
15. In the event of being unable
to arrange a date, both
teams will be disqualified.
16. Should a match be tied after
18 holes, the result will be
decided by a sudden death
play off commencing at the

First hole.
17. A panel consisting of
representatives from
Northern Golfer will
adjudicate any disputes in
conjunction with the Rules
Office of the R & A. Their
decision will be final.
18. No correspondence will be
entered into.
19. The prizes are not
transferable.
20. Distance Measuring Devices
are permitted.
21. All players must agree to
being photographed and
included in Northern Golfer
should the occasion arise.
22. The semi-finals and final
are to be played during the
first two weeks of September
2014.
23. Date and venue of the
NE/NW PGA Pro Am has
yet to be confirmed.
24. Closing dates for entries is
March 31, 2014.
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Montgomery
up and running
Teesside student gets off to a storming start
in the US and breaks into the top 10 of junior
College players to the delight of his coach

A

ngus Montgomery,
a member of
Middlesbrough
Brass Castle, has hit
the ground running across the
pond with a win in the Cardinal
Invitational and three more top-five
finishes before the college season’s
winter break.
Montgomery, who is studying
at North Idaho College in the US, is
currently ranked fifth in the country
among all Junior College players.
Derrick Thompson, golf coach at
North Idaho College said, ”Angus has
been a great asset to our team. He
is obviously a great player but also a

great teammate.
“His dedication to the game
has really rubbed off on the other
players, he’s consistent in his
preparation and it has already
started paying off on the course.”
In the Yellow Jacket Invitational
in October Montgomery’s second
round 64 tied the low round in the
school’s history and helped the
Cardinals record a 10 shot victory.
Angus first picked up a club in
2008 but has quickly progressed to a
plus-one handicap. He was twice a
runner-up in the club championship
at Brass Castle, and shot an
incredible 59 there in 2013.

Big changes
at Romanby
Monty’s results so far:
Yellow Jacket Invitational:
73, 64 - finished second
(47 players)
Cavalier Classic: 73,
67, 71 - finished second
(50 players)
Whitworth Invitational:
69, 78 - fifth (59 players)
Cardinal Invitational:
72, 74 - first (72 players)

Romanby Golf & Country Club, near
Northallerton, has joined forces with
Snainton Golf to open a new store, as
well as launching a new look website.
The new Snainton Golf store
will give members and visitors the
chance to try out and buy their
golfing equipment, while maintaining
Snainton’s competitive prices.
Romanby’s new website,
romanby.com, includes a build your
own golf day calculator, booking
availability, and club’s new online
booking system.
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Hetton LeGolf
Hill
Club

MEMBERSHIP
OFFERS

Skipper Paisley

JOIN NOW
Until 31st March 2015 (Best Deal In Golf)
7 day Full £365 - Seniors 60+ 7 day Full £285
Great Deals for Societies and Block Bookings

Telephone 0191 5173061 or email hettongc@gmail.com
Hetton le Hill Golf Club
Elemore Vale, Easington Lane, DH5 0QT

EAGLESCLIFFE
GOLF CLUB
1914 - 2014

Ce
rs
leb
rating 100 Yea
Nestled beside the River Tees with the Cleveland Hills as a backdrop, the
course has been described by Golf Monthly magazine as a ‘hidden gem’ of
English golf. This 6289 yard James Braid course is both picturesque and
demanding due to the nature of the rolling terrain and sloping greens which
provides a challenge for both novice and experienced golfers alike.
A warm welcome awaits.............Golf Societies, Corporate Golf Days and
Captain’s Away Days..............We will tailor packages to your requirements.

WINTER PACKAGE

SUMMER PACKAGE

Until 31st March 2014
4 Ball £60 - including bacon roll
& coffee on arrival

1st April - 30th Sept 2014
4 Ball £100 - includes coffee
& bacon roll on arrival

For all enquiries or to arrange a visit, please contact Lesley Still or
Don Whitehead on 01642 780238 or email secretary@eaglescliffegolfclub.co.uk
Opens 2014 - Book Now!
•Senior Gents Team Open
•Ladies Open
•Gents Open
• Senior Gents Pairs Open
•Mixed Open

TEEINGOFF

Wednesday 14 May
Friday 16 May
Sunday 3 August
Wednesday 13 August
Sunday 31 August

Details and entry forms can be downloaded from the Club’s website
www.eaglescliffegolfclub.com

Hexham Golf Club’s Andy Paisley confirmed
as this year’s PGA North Region captain

A

ndy Paisley, who served
as NE/NW PGA captain
in 2012, will be the
figurehead for club pros
from Northumberland to Cheshire,
covering seven counties.
“I’m quite surprised and honoured
to be asked to do it. I’m not really
sure what I’ve let my self in for at the
minute, but it’s a great thing to have on
your CV,” Andy said.
“I’m proud that the NE/NW PGA
put my name forward after I served as
their captain two years ago.”
Andy will be exempt into all of
the PGA North Region events and
is looking forward to playing in a
number of this year’s tournaments,
“I haven’t played the North Region
events for a couple of years now
because of work commitments;
hopefully I can play in a few this year.
”I’ve ben putting in some practice
over the winter, it’ll be good to get
back into those events and test
myself against some top players,”
Andy added. He will also have a

big part to play when Hexham
hosts the Men’s Senior Amateur
Championship in June, alongside
Matfen Hall.
“It’s a really nice for the club to
host a big national event. Being
chosen to host such a big event
speaks volumes; there aren’t many
courses in the area which get to host
national events.
“The course is always in good
condition and it’s great publicity for
the club,” Andy added.
Andy’s brother Chris, who was
playing is South Africs when the
announcement was made said: “I
think it is great for both Andy and
the PGA. He has been a great servant
to golf in the area for a number
of years now and is very popular
among the pros and amateurs.
“Being made captiain is a great
honour for him.”
The Senior Amateur
Championship takes place from
June 4-6 with rounds being played
at both Matfen Hall and Hexham.

England call for Porteous
Garrick Porteous will be looking for
a repeat victory after England Golf
named him in a quartet of proven
winners to defend the men’s title at
the European Nations Championship
in Spain.
The British Amateur Champion,
from Bamburgh Castle in
Northumberland, will be joined by
European champion Ashley Chesters;

Ryan Evans, the winner of Australia’s
Lake Macquarie International; and
Sheffield’s Matt Fitzpatrick, the US
Amateur champion on March 5-8
at Sotogrande.
The quartet will be looking to pick
up England’s fifth win in six years.
Porteous will be up for the double
having been part of last year’s title
winning side.
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No place
like dome

PGA professional Craig Donaldson is
hoping for a big year at the Golf Dome

A

fter officially opening
its doors a little over
a year ago, the Golf
Dome has welcomed
thousands of players, from
complete novices to elite players
to the Seaton Carew facility.
“We had a fairly successful
first year,” Craig said, “We
welcomed a lot of people
who had never picked up a
club before as well as some of
Teesside and Durham’s best
young players.
“We’re seeing a few of the
area’s elite players using the
facilities here over the winter
months and we hope to bring
club teams and county teams
here ahead of the season for

some pre-season training and
team-building sessions.”
The Golf Dome offers a
complete indoor golf package,
with GC2 and HMT equipment,
which is available for hire and for
club fitting,
Craig and fellow professional
James Harper are also finding
the facilities useful for teaching.
“We had a lot of success with our
junior academy last year.
“I’m looking forward
to continuing that into
this year,” Craig added. For
more infomation visit www.
thesportsdomes.co.uk/
thegolfdome, tel 01429 800 581
or email
golf@thesportsdomes.co.uk

One of Yorkshire’s most
popular winter courses
*

teeoﬀtimes.co.uk

Fourball £40 until March 31
Limited seven day membership available
Book now: society packages from £18.50

01429 523508

harland.deer@hartlepool.gov.uk

For further details call Malcolm on: 01977 792241
or email manager@pdgc.co.uk
Visit our website: www.pdgc.co.uk
Pontefract & District Golf Club
Park Lane, Pontefract, England, WF8 4QS
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MEMBERSHIPS NOW AVAILABLE
WITH NO JOINING FEE
Apply now!

WINTER OPENS £15.00 pp

(includes Bacon Roll on arrival)
Individual Stableford (Max handicap 28 men, 36 ladies)
28th Feb, 28th Mar
Book online www.hexhamgolf.co.uk

WINTER SPECIAL £17.50 pp

(18 holes of golf and chef’s hot dish of the day)
(Nov - Mar, Mon to Fri - bookings up to 7 days in advance)

2014 OPENS

Apply online www.hexhamgolf.co.uk

The18th hole at Fulford Golf Club

BEAMISH PARK GOLF CLUB
Providing Golfing Excellence for over 100 Years
“Be Challenged and Enjoy the Experience”

Pro-Amateur
Dramatics

Europe’s largest pro-am to make Lindrick
debut and return to Fulford

F

2014 New Memberships Now Available
Full 7 Day £625/yr or 5 Day £545/yr

Join Feb 2014 / March 2014 and receive a £50 voucher
to spend in the Club against bar/food purchases.
Includes access to NE Golf MasterKey membership worth £100
Call Now 0191 370 1982 for more details.
Visitors
£10 per round – Mon to Friday
£15 per round – Weekend tee times on request.
TO BOOK TELEPHONE THE PROFESSIONAL
CHRIS COLE ON 0191 370 1984
Stanley, County Durham, DH9 ORH
Email: beamishgolf@btconnect.com • www.beamishgolf.co.uk

ulford and Lindrick
will both feature on the
Lombard Trophy regional
final schedule this year.
Fulford, for many years a
European Tour venue, has been on
the regional final list before, but this
year marks Lindrick’s debut.
The South Yorkshire club was
the scene of a rare Great Britain and
Ireland Ryder Cup victory in 1957
while The K Club, also new to the
list, saw the European side triumph
in 2006.
The Lombard Trophy is Europe’s
largest pro-am and attracted entries
from more than 700 clubs last
year. The event carries an £80,000
prize fund including £12,000 to the
winning PGA pro at the Gleneagles
grand final, to be played over the
King’s Course in September.
PGA head of tournaments Simon
Higginbottom said: “We’re pleased
to unveil another impressive lineup of regional final venues which
feature some of the best courses
in the UK including in The K Club

and Lindrick, two former Ryder
Cup venues. The Lombard Trophy
remains one of the stand out
tournaments on the PGA schedule
and it is a fantastic opportunity
for club professionals and their
amateur partners to compete
against other clubs, culminating in a
lucky 16 reaching the grand final at
Gleneagles.
“With an £80,000 prize fund
including £12,000 to the winning pro,
it is a fantastic event and I hope all
our clubs take the opportunity
to enter.”
Fulford, where Bernhard Langer
once famously hit a shot out of an
ash tree during the Benson and
Hedges tour event, will tee off the
16 regional finals on Thursday, June
5 while Lindrick takes centre stage
on July 7.
The course witnessed one of
the most dramatic events in golf
history when Great Britain defeated
the United States to win the Ryder
Cup in 1957, the first time they had
beaten the Americans in 24 years.
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Slaley makes it a
Europro hat-trick
Three of the region’s courses will host tour
events in 2014 as De Vere backs Gallacher’s
defibrillator campaign

S

laley Hall will be one of De
Vere’s courses hosting a
number of new events on
this year’s EuroPro Tour.
The tour will make a third visit
to the North East on August 19-21
for a three-day tournament over
Slaley’s Priestman course - having
already announced it will be back
at Longhirst Hall on May 21-23 and
Moor Allerton August 6-8.
The Slaley event is part of a
partnership between the De Vere
Group and the EuroPro Tour which
begins in March when PGA Cup
venue Slaley hosts the first stage of
qualifying school. Keith Pickard, De
Vere Group’s regional golf director,

said: “We are always looking to
further our involvement in the
growth of the game, and felt that
this was the perfect opportunity
to continue our support for young
up-and-coming amateurs and
professionals.”
PGA EuroPro tour director of
Operations Daniel Godding said:
“I am thrilled with the 15 courses
we have lined up for this summer’s
EuroPro Tour. ”
Meanwhile, De Vere is backing
Ryder Cup captain Bernard
Gallacher’s nationwide defibrillator
campaign.
Gallacher launched the
campaign, which aims to make the

Ingleby
Golf
Course
G

O

LF

BY B A R W I

ACADE

Bernard suffered a sudden cardiac
arrest during a dinner reception in
Aberdeen in 2013.
Gallacher said: “I consider
myself incredibly fortunate that
a defibrillator was on hand in
Aberdeen to resuscitate me
following my sudden cardiac arrest.
“But for that AED and the quickthinking, expertise and life-saving
skills of the medical personnel in the
room that night, I wouldn’t be here.”

Wednesday 9th April
Enjoy a free round of golf to
sample our course
Telephone NOW to book your tee time

MEMBERSHIP
Full 7 Day £325.00
OPEN COMPETITIONS 2014
Ladies - Tuesday 15th July
Mixed - Thursday 24th July
Seniors - Wednesday 20th August
To enter or for further details
telephone 01642 765000
Visitors & Golf Societies Welcome
Driving Range - Golf Shop - Bistro

CK

Y

I

devices available at every golf club
and facility across the country, after
his life was saved by one recently
after suffering a cardiac arrest.
Slaley Hall already has
defibrillators installed but De Vere
are looking to host one event at
each of its resorts to raise funds for
the campaign and get defibrillators
installed at each property.
The campaign was instigated by
Bernard and his wife Lesley after

OPEN DAY

Have you
played...

LE
NG

Oliver Farr, winner of last year’s EuroPro Tour order of merit

M

Open to the public

www.inglebygolf.co.uk

01642 765000
Lullingstone Crescent, Ingleby Barwick, Stockton on Tees, TS17 5GJ

NORTHERN GOLFER 25

NG21.indb 25

10/02/2014 17:12

PROFILE

ENTER OUR OPENS
NOW FOR 2014
Mens Texas Scramble Open
Monday 14th April £40 per team
Keith Shivers Bowl 36 Hole Scratch
Sunday 4th May £25 inc lunch
Mens Open 4BBB
Saturday 21st June £16 per pair
Seniors Open 4BBB
Tuesday 15th July £16 per pair
Ladies Open Team of 4
Wednesday 13th August £28 per team
Mixed Open 4BBB
Sunday 17th August £16 per team
Seniors Texas Scramble Open
Tuesday 16th September £40 per team

ALL MEMBERSHIP AVAILABLE
FROM £28.00
EXCLUSIVE DEALS FOR JUNIORS !!!!
Call 0191 4699 832 opt 1 for details
Function room available for all occasions such as
Weddings, Christenings, Birthdays, Funerals, etc

PRO -FILE

MATTY
WEBB
Bedlingtonshire’s Matty Webb
has his sights firmly set on a good
season and dreams of Europe
AGE: 24
TURNED PRO: 23 H/CAP: +3
HOME CLUB: Bedlingtonshire Golf Club
BIGGEST WIN TO DATE:
Northumberland County Championship 2012
2013 SEASON: Played 14 events, making four cuts
on the PGA EuroPro Tour after making his way through
qualifying, finishing T28.
“I made a handful of cuts last season, a lot of the ones
I missed were by one or two shots. Early on in the season
I felt that I wasn’t adapting to it very well. It was a tough
year but I learned a lot from playing with other pros and I
have put a lot of work in this winter.”
GETTING INTO THE GAME: “My dad (Marcus, club
professional at Bedlingtonshire) tried to avoid pushing me
into the game too early. I played a lot of football as a kid
instead. I didn’t start playing golf until I was 13. When I
first picked up a club he helped me a lot. I managed to
pick the game up pretty quickly. I’ve worked with John
McKenna (Tynemouth Golf Club) for the last few years, but
I still work with my dad on my putting from time to time.”
AIMS/FUTURE: “Obviously becoming a European Tour
golfer is my dream, but you have to see how you progress.
It’s very easy to say I’m going to be a tour player but
progressing and improving year-on-year takes a lot of
work. In the short-term I hope to be good enough to play
tournament golf on a weekly basis.”

Email bernie@theheworthgolfclub.co.uk
for more details

INTERESTING FACT: “While I was studying at Western
Texas Junior College I learned how to ride a rodeo bull.
Our golf coach had done a lot of riding when he was
younger so he took us out to a ranch and taught us how
to wrestle and ride a bull. It wasn’t your ordinary coaching
session but it was a great experience.”
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How did
I do it?
Dean Bailey catches up with young golfer Rebecca
Ferguson who has secured a national title with a bit
of help from her uncle

T

ynemouth Golf Club’s Rebecca
Ferguson was crowned the Titleist/
HowDidIDo Order of Merit winner for
2013 following an incredibly
successful 2013 campaign.
Twenty one-year-old Rebecca beat more than
1,100 ladies to the national title and was one of
only two English winners in the whole event.
“I knew I was in the running towards the end of
the season,” Rebecca said. “With a few weeks to go
I went onto the website and saw I was third overall
and knew if I put together another good round
I would have a chance of winning. I put a really
good round together in August when I defended
the Ella Garson Trophy at Tynemouth, shooting
level par with four birdies and four bogeys having
been two over through nine.
“After that I was in the lead by about 300 points
and they’re wasn’t much chance of being caught. I
found out that I’d won in September, it was a great
birthday present!”
Rebecca had a fantastic season, with her best
performance in the county championship to date
and too many club wins to count them all.
“From the start of the season I just played so
much golf, I practiced a lot last winter then I got
selected to play for the county in the practice
matches,” said Rebecca.
“I was playing every Tuesday in the ladies
competitions at Tynemouth and in the junior
comps every Friday. I was also putting in a
supplementary score every two weeks, plus a few
of the Sunday medals; in one week I could have
four opportunities to lower my handicap, I was
just making the most of the good weather.
“I played in the County Championship at
Northumberland and got through to the quarterfinals; I was really pleased to get that far. Then the

Autumn Meeting was held at Tynemouth and I
won that. It was a massive advantage having the
event at my home course.”
On her way to the Order of Merit title Rebecca
reduced her handicap from 9.4 to 3.4, working with
her coach, and uncle, John McKenna.
“John has been my coach since I started;
there are hundreds of videos of my swing on his
computer, some of them are from way back when
I first started; it’s great to look back at some of the
really early ones and see how much I’ve developed
in five years.”
John has seen Rebecca progress quickly and is
incredibly proud of her achievements, “Rebecca
came on so well last season. It’s all because she
practices really hard,” he explained
“Any pupil who practices as hard as she does is
going to improve, Rebecca’s work ethic is fantastic.
“A coach can give a player the right guidelines,
but unless they actually do the practice they’ll find
it hard to progress. She’s a model pupil really, she’s
used to the idea that you have to train to improve
- it’s made my job easier – she’s a delight to work
with. I think she can get better yet, it will be
interesting to see how she comes on,” John added.
John also coaches his wife Kim, Rebecca’s
aunt, “I get to play a lot of golf with Kim and we’re
often working on similar things,” said Rebecca.
“She’s a really good player (having held a plus-one
handicap in the past, won 21 club championships
and represented England) so I can ask her about
things and we can help each other when we’re
practicing together.
“One of my biggest highlights of last season
was beating Kim in the final of the club matchplay
competition. I’d never beaten her before but I beat
her on the 17th on the day of my birthday which
was fantastic!”
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Rebecca also picked up her first
Northumberland county cap in 2013, “My
first county game was at Bishop Auckland,
it was the county match week against
Yorkshire, Durham and Lancashire. On
the first day I played in the foursomes in
the morning and then a singles match in
the afternoon. I found out a little later that
I was the first person to get two points on
the first day of their county debut - that
was amazing. I really love playing for the
county.
“We’ve just started training and we’ve
got loads of games arranged before the
season starts. I’m quite fortunate in
that Kim plays for the county and there
are a couple more county players from
Tynemouth. I get along with them really
well and being able to travel away and
play courses with them is great.”
Rebecca first picked up a club while
on a break from athletics due to injury,
having finished third in the 800m at the
UK Athletics Indoor Championships
in 2008. “I’ve always been really sporty
and I needed something to satisfy my
competitive desire, and that something
turned out to be golf.
“Running is still my main sport; I’ve
been running at a national level since I
was nine and I run every day and play golf

Rebecca
Ferguson with
uncle and coach
John McKenna

just about every day so it is quite hard to
fit everything in, especially with uni work
as well.”
Rebecca will finish her Sport and
Exercise Science degree at Sunderland
University in the summer and is looking
forward to spending more time on the
golf course, “I think I’m going to have a
year out to decide what I want to do and
concentrate on my golf.

“I’ve set myself a few targets this
year. I would like to get down to scratch
and I would like to win the County
Championship - that’s definitely top of my
to do list.
“When you’re playing off scratch you
can enter all the big national competitions,
when I finish uni I’m going to have loads of
time and I want to play in as much as I can
and just see how it goes.”

BRANCEPETH CASTLE GOLF CLUB
North East

Golf

MasterKey

WINTER GREEN FEES
FROZEN AT 2012 RATES
4 BALL SPECIALS
Mondays - £54.0
T uesday to Friday - £64.0

SOCIETIES 2014 RING NOW
FOR A GREAT DEAL!
Tel epho n e s al es : 019 1 3 780075 o
em ai l : en q u i ri es @ bran c epeth- c as tl e- g o
w w w .bran c epeth- c as tl e- g o l f .c o .u
The Cl u bho u s e, Bran c epeth, D u rham , D

r
l f .c o .u k
k
H7 8EA
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GRAEMESTORM

Everything to make your corporate
or charity day something special
Packages can include, full first tee setup, 120 name leaderboard,
current leaders update board on the 9th/ 10th, putting green competitions,
longest drive and nearest the pin
Book before March 31, 2014 for a discount

Contact Chris on 07889 056 848 / 0191 413 8883
email info@golfscoreboardhire.co.uk • www.golfscoreboardhire.co.uk

Golf in the Scottish Borders
Traditional country inn ideally situated
for playing MINTO, THE HIRSEL,
KELSO, HAWICK plus many more.
12 en-suite bedrooms with tv, wi-fi,
tea/coffee making facililties, Sky tv.
Restaurant and bar serving excellent home
cooked food and cask ales (good pub guide)

MY HOPES FOR 2014
- and doing it for myself

It’s been fantastic to spend some quality time with
my wife and kids, especially over Christmas when the
children are excited about Santa - of course I was too!
It was just the break I needed to recharge my
batteries and also to put a few new things into place.
First of all, parting company with the management
company who I have been with for the past 10 years
and I would like to thank them for their support and
hard work behind the scenes - but it is now time for me
to stand on my own two feet and go down a different
path and to look after myself and my family.
Throughout my years with Champions UK, I met
some interesting and fascinating people, making new
acquaintances and friendships. There is one friendship
most of all I’d like to think that will stay intact forever
and that is the one my family and I have had with
Matt, Laura and the children. Unfortunately Laura is
no longer with us but she will always be in our hearts
and never be forgotten.
I have set myself some goals and targets for 2014
and hopefully I can achieve or at least get close to
them. You can follow my progress if you wish. I will be
open to plaudits and criticism whatever comes my way,
you can send these to my website graemestorm.co.uk,
and I will try to answer your questions if you have any.
My goals for 2014 season are: to force my way
back into the top 60 in the Race to Dubai; to win
a tournament which I haven’t managed to do for a
while and to keep improving my game, physically and
mentally on the course throughout the season.
I will be putting most of my emphasis on doing
what I believe are the right things for me as an
individual, taking the positives rather than the negatives
out of every round played so I can improve myself as a
player and compete at the highest level. I have also got
myself back into the gym to get into better shape for the
season, something I had let slip over the past couple of
years. Doing some cardio and strength work has got me
more focused on the job in hand and somewhere I can
let off some steam rather getting myself down.
I would like to thank my sponsors - TaylorMade,
GAC, Rockliffe Hall and IJP for their continued support
and backing for what I hope will be a fantastic 2014
and a season where I can give myself some great
chances to win, giving them the coverage they deserve.

The Auld
Cross Keys Inn

B&B only £35.00 pp sharing
twin room or £45.00 pp single

Tel: Karen or Dave on 01450 870305
crosskeysdenholm@btopenworld.com
www.crosskeysenholm.co.uk
Five Star Tripadvisor Certificate of Excellence

The Green, Denholm, Scottish Borders, TD9 8NU

Bellingham Golf Club

2014 Opens - enter now!

Follow the link on our website to Open Competitions
and choose from Seniors Texas Scramble (13th May), Seniors 4Ball (3rd Sept),
Mixed Foursomes (14th Sept), Ladies three Player Team (8th Aug),
3 Man Texas Scramble (7th June) ,Men’s Singles (12th July),
Men’s 4 Ball (10th Aug). CONGU Handicaps required.
February/ March Online Special Green Fee
£15 per round per player, fourth player plays free,
any day Monday to Sunday
2014 Memberships NOW available £420 (Full) £315 (2nd Club or Country)
Visit our website and see PGA Professional George Cowan
playing our course. Parties welcome everyday
Telephone 01434 220530 or email admin@bellinghamgolfclub.com
Bellingham Golf Club, Boggle Hole, Belingham, NE48 2DT

www.bellinghamgolfclub.com
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Travellers rate
Rudding
Harrogate hotel and spa picks up top award
courtesy of its guest ratings

R

udding Park maybe
better known in golf
circles for its excellent 18
hole Hawtree layout and
its stunning Repton short course,
but the Harrogate hotel and spa has
just picked up another top award.
It’s been voted Top Hotel in
the UK outside London in the
TripAdvisor Travellers’ Choice
Awards 2014.
The recognition is based solely
on the reviews and opinions from
travellers gathered on the travel
guide website www.tripadvisor.com.
Peter Banks, Rudding’s managing
director, said: “Winning this award
and to have maintained our position
in the top three for ‘Best Hotel in the

UK’ for seven consecutive years is a
tremendous achievement.
“I am extremely proud of every
member of our team. We strive
to provide the best possible value
through a real care for our guests,
experienced within the highest
quality environment.
“This year we are celebrating
in yellow as we prepare a warm
welcome for cycling fans,
international press as well as the
cyclists themselves to Yorkshire this
summer for the Le Tour’s
Grand Depart.”
The Tour de France will take part
in Yorkshire from July 5-6 and Stage
One culminates with a sprint finish
in Harrogate.

NAIRN DUNBAR
Championship Links

Rudding Park managing director Peter Banks and his team get
into cycling mode for the Tour de France

Ponteland Golf Club
Host of E.G.U. Northern Counties
Mens Qualifying Championship 2012

JOINING FEE HAS BEEN
TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED!
• APRIL OFFER - £89.00 Stay & Play - 1 Rd of golf at
Nairn Dunbar & DBB at Newton Hotel (2 sharing)
• 15 minutes from Castle Stuart
• Weekend availability
• Nairn Ticket - 2 Championship courses from £105.00
• Online booking available
Lochloy Road, Nairn, Highland, IV12 5AE
Tel: 01667 452741

nairndunbar.com

www.

All categories of Membership available

Age18 - 22 - £325* • Age 23 - £350
Age 24 - £375 • Age 25 - £400 • Age 26 - £425
Age 27 - £450 • Age 28 - £475 • Age 29 £500
Subscription starts 1st May

*Further 50% discount if full time student
For further information telephone 01661 822689
email: secretary@thepontelandgolfclub.co.uk
www.thepontelandgolfclub.co.uk
53 Bell Villas, Ponteland, NE20 9BD
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LEDA DISCOUNT
GOLF CENTRE

Roseberry Grange Golf Club

PING
DEMO DAY!
Wednesday 16th April - 1pm - 5pm

Ring NOW to book your appointment
Try all the latest Ping equipment including the i25 range!!

WINTER CLEARANCE

TAYLORMADE RBZ STAGE 2 - NOW 20 % OFF
COBRA AMP CELL 2013 RANGE NOW 20% OFF
PING 2013 CLOTHING NOW 25% OFF • ALL 2013 SHOES NOW 20% OFF
NEW 2014 COBRA BIO CELL AND TAYLORMADE JETSPEED DRIVERS,
FAIRWAYS & HYBRIDS IN STOCK

More get into golf

Big rise in the number of people, in particular
young women, trying out the sport

A

lmost 54,000 people
chose to ‘Get into
golf ’ during the
summer months of
April to September inspired by
England’s network of County
Golf Partnerships.
That’s an increase of 47% on the
same period in 2012. The challenge
now is to convert the growing
interest in golf into regular, once-aweek participation.
The six-month results from 31
partnerships, which work to increase
participation at grassroots level, are
detailed in the latest CGP Impact
Report from England Golf.
During the period, CGP activities
involved a total of 53,940 people,
aged 14-years and over. Of these,
15,250 (28%) were involved in
structured coaching sessions with
PGA professionals, and 7,518 (14%)
in regular, once-a-week activity.
Encouragingly, 35% of all
participants were female. This
compares very favourably with
national figures which show that just
15% of all golfers are female.
Another highlight of the report
was news of almost 2,000 new golf
club memberships, worth up to
£1.4million in subscriptions to clubs
across England.
Richard Flint, England Golf ’s club
services and development director,
commented: “These results reflect
the hard work and commitment of
our County Golf Partnerships, which

has created great interest in playing
golf. Now their goal must be to work
closely with golf clubs to encourage
more people to play the game more
often.
“We all want to see many more
golfers playing regular, once-a-week
golf and enjoying the benefits of
club membership.”
The Partnerships have focussed
on the 26-plus age group and their
activities have been underpinned
by the national ‘Get into golf ’
marketing campaign, promoting
their low-cost taster sessions and
structured beginner courses.
In this age group, just over 37,600
people have been inspired to try
golf, with 11,362 (30%) following
structured activities and 3,753 (10%)
taking regular once-a-week activity.
The CGPs are also being
supported by the newly appointed
England Golf Disability Officer
and are running an increasing
number of disability golf projects.
These involved over 2,600 people
in the six-month period and these
projects are set to grow, particularly
as partnerships are developed with
national and local disability groups.
Another rapidly developing
area is the new project to increase
golf participation in universities
and colleges.
The CGPs’ achievements have a
positive impact with a total of 1,963
new golf club memberships reported
by 26 partnerships.

NEW 2014 STOCK ARRIVING DAILY INCLUDING LEFT HAND &SENIORS
GET YOUR TROLLEY SERVICED READY FOR THE NEW SEASON
- FREE BATTERY CHECK!
ALL TROLLEY BATTERIES IN STOCK INCLUDING LITHIUM

WINTER HOURS - MONDAY-SUNDAY 9AM-4PM
WE ARE STILL THE NORTH’S ONLY PREMIER
POWAKADDY AND HILLBILLY SERVICE
AND REPAIR CENTRE

Tel 0191 3701757

Roseberry Grange Golf Club,
Chester le Street, DH2 3NF
Find us on facebook www.facebook.com/ledagolf

Memberships Available
NOW - 31st March 2015
Adults £440 • Seniors (60+) £340
Youths (19- 24) £240 • Juniors £50

Superb Visiting Party Oﬀer

(minimum of 12 people)
Coffee, bacon sandwich, 18 holes followed by 2 course meal
Weekdays £25pp Weekends £28pp
We can also offer a 29 hole package, tailored to your
requirements, price negotiable.
Buggies, trolleys & electric trolleys available for hire

ROSEBERRY GRANGE
COMMUNITY GOLF CLUB

Telephone 0191 3700660 or Email mcdermott.ray08@gmail.com
Grange Villa, Chester le Street, DH2 3NF www.roseberrygrangecommunitygolfclub.co.uk
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Backworth Golf Club

GOLFEROBITUARIES

A MUST PLAY HIDDEN GEM IN NORTH TYNESIDE
Membership for 2014 now available
Full £412
7 day senior £392
5 day senior £372
Winter Green Fees - £10 weekdays
please note fairway mats in use
Telephone the Manager
John Robinson on 0191 2684274
Visitors & Societies Welcome
Telephone 0191 2689131 for course availability, information and events
Email: backworthminers@virgin.net • www.backworthminers.co.uk/golf
The Hall, Backworth, NE27 0AH

DUNSTANBURGH CASTLE
GOLF CLUB

Scenic 18 hole seaside links course designed by the famous
James Braid, adjacent to spectacular Embleton Bay
VISITORS & SOCIETIES WELCOME INCLUDING WEEKENDS

Spring Special

Coﬀee & bacon roll on arrival,
round of golf followed by soup, large ﬁlled roll & chips
£22 per person Mon-Fri • £25 per person weekends
Embleton, Northumberland, NE66 3XQ - Tel: 01665 576562
email: enquiries@dunstanburgh.com - www.dunstanburgh.com
Our free draining links course means we hardly ever close due to bad weather!

Peter Butler

Tributes paid to three golfers
who recently passed away
Baden Powell1931- 2013

T

ributes have been paid
to a South Shields golfer
with a famous name
and who caddied for
one the sport’s Ryder Cup heroes.
Baden Powell was 82 when
he passed away and he may not
have been as famous nationally
as his namesake who founded
the scouting movement, but he
was certainly very well known on
Tyneside as a talented footballer,
athlete and golfer who caddied for
Ryder Cup player Peter Butler for
many years.
Born in Hebburn, South Tyneside,
he played football for Newcastle
United’s nursery side and when he
was an apprentice with Reyrolles had
trials with Tottenham Hotspur and
Sheffield United before making his
Football League debut for Darlington

where he played for four years before
moving to South Shields.
He was also an engineer and later
a maths teacher and his other great
love beside his late wife Audrey was
golf and both were members of the
South Shields club for many years.
He became Peter Butler’s caddy
simply by writing to him and asking
him if he needed a caddy. Butler said
yes and Baden ended up with the job
on and off for 25 years - Butler was
the first player to score a hole in one
in the Ryder Cup.
His sister, Valerie Parker, who lives
in Cullercoats, recalled her brother as
a fabulous runner and footballer and
as someone who loved his golf.
“As well as caddying for Peter
Butler he got to meet all the golfing
greats including Gary Player and Seve
Ballesteros,” she said.

Mike Smee 1953-2013

Peter Jackson 1975-2013

Long-serving Mike Smee,
professional at Ganstead Park
for 37 years, has passed away
at the age of 60.
He moved to the East Riding
club after completing his
training at Hull Golf Centre and
later worked in partnership with
his younger brother Dave.
“He was a typical club pro
who put the members first,”
said Dave, 16 years his junior.
“He was particularly proud of
teaching his grand-daughters
to play.”

Castle Eden is mourning the loss
of their pro Peter Jackson.
Peter was reported missing
after he failed to arrive at work
and his body was discovered
near Hadrian’s Wall in
Northumberland.
The 38-year-old, who has been
based at the club for 13 years,
leaves a wife, Alexis, and two
young children.
Tom Flowers, NE/NW
PGA secretary, said: “Our
professionals were very
saddened by the tragic news.”
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Ladies Fashion Preview Day
&
Mad Clearance Sale
10 am – 6 pm
Wednesday 19th March

Eureka Golf at Houghton-le-Spring Golf Club
The biggest & best Shop for Ladies in the North East

www.eurekagolf.co.uk

Houghton-le-Spring Golf Club, Copt Hill, DH5 8LU
For more information tel: 0191 5841198

Houghton-le-Spring Golf Club

2014 Open Events

Shake on it - officials from Cookridge and Sandburn
celebrate their new partnership

Share and
share alike
Yorkshire clubs create partnership to give
members the chance to play two courses for
the price of one all year round

T

wo Yorkshire clubs have
forged a mutual bond to
help plan for the future.
Cookridge Hall in
Leeds, and Sandburn Hall near
York have joined forces to enhance
the value of membership at their
respective clubs.
By virtue of a reciprocal deal,
members can now enjoy what could
be called ‘two memberships for the
price of one’.
Following a chance meeting
between respective general
managers, Gary Day of Cookridge
and James Hogg of Sandburn,
general chat led to the formation of
a simple exchange day between the
two clubs, leading to further talks
and ultimately the partnership.
“We are extremely proud to be
associated with Sandburn and the
benefits it delivers for both sets of
members,” said Gary.
“Upon joining, the deal will allow

members to play at either club
free of charge. While in its infancy,
should the project prove successful,
plans are to integrate club
competitions allowing members
to play in each others weekly
competitions which in turn will
generate further income through
competition fees and additional
spends, helping to keep subscription
fees affordable and deliver extreme
value for money.”
For more details contact
Cookridge Hall tel 0113 230 0641 or
Sandburn Hall tel 01904 469 922.
Meanwhile Cookridge Hall is in
the running for the 2014 GolfMark
Club of the Year award.
The award, now in its sixth
year, recognises GolfMark clubs
which have shown an outstanding
and innovative contribution to
developing the game through a
range of activities. The winner will
be announced in April.

Giles Insurance Open: Mens 4BBB Saturday 10th May £20 per pair
4 Person Team sponsored by Dulux: Saturday 21st June £40 per team ***
Ladies 4BBB Open sponsored by Hays Travel: Wednesday 16th July £18 per pair
Junior Open sponsored by F.A.S.T. Individual Comp, Monday 21st July
Mixed Open: Greensome Stableford, Saturday 2nd August, £18 per pair
Houghton Feast 4 Man Team Event sponsored by Elliott Westland:
Saturday 20th September, £40 per team
Please contact the Professional Shop on 0191 5841198
opt 2 or email: eurekagolf@btinternet.com to enter any
of the above Open competitions
*** denotes any combination of Men and Ladies can enter

“Tyneside has all the
hallmarks of a vintage
Harry Colt design”
Frank Pont - Europe’s
leading restorer of
classic courses

For Beauty For Pleasure
For Pure Enjoyment
Memberships available for 2014, Direct Debit Facilities
- Apply now for details!
Special 2 ball including Bacon Roll/ Coffee £25.00
Special 4 ball including Bacon Roll/ Coffee £48.00
Available from November to March (Tuesday – Friday) Quote: NG 21
All bookings must be reserved in advance – contact: Professional
Shop: 0191 4131600 • Club Office: 0191 4132742
E Mail: secretary@tynesidegolfclub.co.uk

Westfield Lane, Ryton, Tyne & Wear, NE40 3QE • w: www.tynesidegolfclub.co.uk

Club Sponsor 2014 – Harrow LLP
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SEAHAM GOLF CLU B

GOLFERNEWS

* * SPECIAL OFFER* *

New to Go l f ? We are o f f eri n g a 3 m o n th Tri al Mem bers hi p
f ro m 1s t Marc h 2014 to 3 1s t May 2014 f o r ONLY £150
In c l u d es 3 i n tro d u c to ry l es s o n s
Cal l the Sec retary Terry Jo hn s o n o n 019 1 581126 8
o r PGA Pro f es s i o n al An d rew o n 019 1 513 083 7
E- m ai l : s eaham g o l f c l u b@ btc o n n ec t.c o m
w w w .s eaham g o l f c l u b.c o .u k

Seaham

Go l f Cl u b

Shrew s bu ry Street, Seaham , Co . D u rham
w w w .s eaham g o l f c l u b.c o .u k

SR7 7RD

Birdies tweet, so does...

Boost for Tyneside

@negolfer |

/northerngolferuk | www.northerngolfer.co.uk

Northumberland County Qualifiers
Sunday 11th May- Ponteland GC
Sunday 15th June- Alnmouth (Foxton) GC
Sunday 6th July- Blyth GC
Sunday 3rd August- Tynemouth GC
Entry details and more info go to:
www.northumberlandcgp.co.uk
or email Ian Harvey
cdonorthumberland@yahoo.com

Durham County Qualifiers
Sunday 18th May – Whickham GC
Sunday 15th June – Roseberry Grange GC
Sunday 13th July – George Washington GC
Sunday 17th August – Durham City GC
Entry details and more info visit
www.durhamgolfpartnership.com
or email Jonathan Ward
durhamcdo@hotmail.com

Entry criteria

Players must be aged 8-12 (Girls 8-13) on 1st
January 2014. To enter the tour in any county, a
player must either be a member of an affiliated
golf club in that county or live in that county if
not a club member
Entry fee £6.00 per event or £20.00 if all four
events are entered before the closing date in a
particular county

club, which celebrates its 135th year
in 2014, to continue its programme
of improvements.
Graeme Harker, partner at
Harrow Consulting said: “The
club has always given us and our
associates an extremely warm
welcome and we’re proud to partner
with what we consider one of the
greatest courses in the North East.”
Tyneside has hosted Harrow’s
annual St Oswald’s Hospice Business
Bowler charity day since 2011. The
competition, which sees players don
bowler hats for the day has raised
more than £10,000 for the hospice.

Golf for Grace House

Cumbria county qualifiers
events will be available very soon visit
www.cumbriagolf.org
or email Nicola Martindale
cdocumbria@yahoo.co.uk

T

yneside Golf Club will
continue to fly the
Harrow Consulting LLP
flag above its clubhouse
after the Newcastle-based chartered
surveyors renewed its sponsorship
deal for a fourth year.
Alastair Greenfield, Tyneside’s
club manager said: “We’re thrilled
that Harrow will be supporting us
through 2014. Attracting long term
corporate partners is a tricky task, so
we’re especially pleased to hear the
partnership with Harrow continues to
be a successful one for them too.”
The investment has allowed the

Regional Final
(Qualifiers only)
Sunday 7th September
The Wynyard Club
(Co.Durham)

The Grace House charity golf day
will take place at Ramside Hall
Hotel and Golf Club this summer.
The event, which aims to raise
funds for the Sunderland-based
children’s hospice, will take place
on Friday, May 16. Teams of four
(£250) will head out onto the
course for a 12.30 shotgun start
before a gala dinner in the evening,
which includes a three-course
dinner and entertainment
(£50 per person).
For more information contact
Grace House, tel 0191 525 2885,
info@gracehouse.co.uk
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Working the land since 1837
With more than 150 years experience, make the most
of your land using John Deere Equipment

GREENLAY (Grass Machinery) LIMITED
Specialists in horticultural machinery
Baker Road, Nelson Park West, Cramlington, Northumberland, NE23 1WL
Telephone 01670 733330 Fax 01670 700067
Email: sales@greennlay.co.uk www.greenlayco.uk

Open Saturdays 9am-1pm

Thieves hit Houghton
Houghton has been hit by the theft
of £20,000 worth of equipment
including a greenkeeper’s Gator
vehicle.
Staff arrived at the Durham
club one Sunday morning to find
the metal shutter door to the
greenkeeper’s hut had been cut
open with a saw and they also
found tyre tracks leading out
through a hole in a fence.
Four men are believed to have
loaded a six-wheeled Gator utility
vehicle and driven through a hedge
before racing past a pub in the town
and then through a nearby field.
The thieves ransacked the
shed, stealing 10 strimmers,

three leaf blowers and a set of golf
clubs as well as the £15,000 allterrain vehicle.
Their entry had tripped a silent
alarm, but a fault in the system
meant the police were never called
and the siren did not sound for
10 minutes. When it did the crooks
took off in the Gator, careering down
the golf course’s first fairway and
bursting out through the hedge at
the north-west corner of the course.
After crashing onto the main road
in the town, the thieves raced past
the Copt Hill pub and down into
the fields behind it before slipping
round a bank of allotments and onto
Market Place.

have added Galvin Green
and Cutter & Buck.
Houghton-le-Spring is
also offering a round of golf on
the day
for just £7.50 per person.
(March 19 only)
For more information visit
www.eurekagolf.co.uk

Seaham trial
Seaham Golf Club is encouraging
new players, or experienced
players who haven’t held golf
club membership before, to give
it a try for the early part of the
2014 season.
Seaham’s new three month
trial membership, priced at £150

MAGDALENE FIELDS
GOLF CLUB
Berwick upon Tweed TD15 1NE

PLAY & STAY
SPECIAL OFFER
2 Nights Bed & Breakfast staying at
The Castle Hotel, Berwick
3 Rounds of Golf - 1 each at Duns,
Eyemouth & Magdalene Fields
Only £150 per person
Excellent Party Packages Available

For further details telephone
the Secretary on 01289 306130
e: secretary.m.f.g.c@hotmail.co.uk
www.magdalene-fields.co.uk

Stockton
Golf Week 2014
Tues 29 July - Fri 1 August

Fashion show
Eureka Golf, based at Houghton-leSpring Golf Club, is hosting its third
ladies fashion preview on March
19 from 10am-6pm.
Last year over 80 ladies turned
up to see, try and buy the latest
in golf fashion from Daily Sports,
Rohnisch, Glenmuir, Adidas, and
Ping Collection. For 2014 Eureka

THE MOST NORTHERN CLUB IN ENGLAND

runs from March 1 - May 31 and
includes three golf coaching sessions
with PGA assistant professional
Andrew Richardson.
For more information contact
club secretary Terry Johnson,
tel 0191 5811268 or Andrew,
tel 0191 5130837.

Stockton Golf Week tees off
for the fifth time bringing
together four top-class
parkland golf venues across
Stockton-on-Tees at exclusive
discounted rates.

Tues 29 July
Teesside - £15
Wed 30 July
Eaglescliffe - £15
Thurs 31 July
Billingham - £15
Fri 1 August
Wynyard - £20
For further information,
including booking details, visit
www.stockton.gov.uk/golfweek
or call (01642) 528130

Arts, Culture and Leisure
Big plans for great experiences
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New team
at Oak Leaf
Experienced team take the
helm at County Durham
golf complex

P

GA professional Julie Welch has been
appointed to the manager’s post at
Oakleaf Golf Complex following Neil
Whinham’s departure.
Julie will also be taking up the job of head
professional at Oakleaf having worked as a
professional at Wilton, Cocken Lodge and
Ramside Hall.
Former Mount Oswald professional Chris
Calder will also be joining the team.
Oakleaf, which is run by Great Aycliffe Town
Council, opened in the 1970s and was expanded
into an 18-hole layout in 1998.
Julie said: “We’re hoping to get more young
people to Oakleaf, get them into the game and
develop a family-friendly atmosphere.

Julie Welch and Chris Calder
“There have been a lot of big changes to the
course and the facilities in the last couple of years.
It’s a really exciting time to be involved with the
Oak Leaf Golf Complex.”
Councillor Bob Fleming, chairman of Great
Aycliffe Town Council’s Golf Working Group,
added, “I am delighted to welcome Julie as the

new golf manager at the Oak Leaf Golf Complex.
Julie is supported by an experienced team,
including PGA professional Chris Calder, and
we look forward to her taking the Oak Leaf into
a new era and developing a wider community
interest in golf.” Fore more information visit:
www.great-aycliffe.gov.uk

Hirsel Golf Club
One of the UK’s Hidden Gems, recently featured in Golf Monthly’s
Top 100 Hidden Gems of UK & Ireland list

WINTER MATCHPLAY TOURNAMENT
Starts Monday 3rd March
Singles and Pairs £25 entry fee per person

Come and play the No1 golf course in the Scottish Borders
Gents Open 4 man Texas
Scramble Saturday 17th May Entry £40 per team
For all our best Green Fee deals
- Check out our online booking
facility at: www.hirselgc.co.uk

Visitors and Society
bookings welcome
TELEPHONE

01890 882678

e: secretary@hirselgc.co.uk

Hirsel Golf Club, Coldstream, Kelso Road, Berwickshire, TD12 4NJ

To be played on our GC2 simulators each week
on a day to choose
1 qualifying week consisting of 1 stableford round
(rules to be decided)
Top 24 players and pairs qualify
5 week round robin (top 2 qualify for last 8)
Quarter Final, Semi Final & Final
£300 each for winners
£150 each for losers
£100 each for best qualifiying score
£100 each for top group winners
£50 each for second place group winners
Each non qualifier gets a 2 hour simulator voucher

Contact Craig on 01429 800581 or
email me on craigd@thesportsdomes.co.uk
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On the Move

George Washington
Hotel Golf & Spa

New team in place at Brancepeth to take
advantage of major investment

B

rancepeth Castle has
appointed David Fletcher
and Stephen Kyle as its
new professional team.
It’s four years since the 90-yearold club last had a pro and David
moves from Chester-le-Street, where
he had been head pro for 20 years,
with stephen as his assistant.
David has moved to Brancepeth
where a five-year investment project
of £160,000 in the course and
machinery began last March.
A winner on the NE/NW PGA
circuit, David used to be an assistant
at home town club Bishop Auckland,
Blackwell Grange and Calcot Park in
Reading and has taught golf in
Abu Dhabi.

David and Stephen will run an
indoor swing school and custom
fitting centre at Brancepeth
featuring the European Tour
standard Trackman launch monitor.
“It is a fantastic opportunity to
join a club who are on an upward
spiral,” said David, who lives at
Heighington near Newton Aycliffe.
“It is a Harry Colt course and in my
opinion the best in the county.
“Brancepeth is a club with fine
traditions without any of that old
school stuffiness about the place.
I am looking forward to working
with them,” David added.
Chester-le-Street have named the
vastly experienced Crook pro Lee
Findley as David’s replacement.

Ord joins Close House
PGA professional David Ord has
joined the team at Close House
and will be delivering golf clinics
at a number of local schools and
businesses this season.
Ord arrives from Ingleby Barwick,
before which he was at Sunderland
Driving Range having built his
reputation at Goswick Golf Club.
Jonathan Greenwood, golf
operations manager said, “We

Hill
for Hall

A

ndrew Hill has moved
to EuroPro Tour venue
Hunley Hall.
The 37-year-old
former Burgham Park assistant
has been appointed Hunley’s
new golf membership sales and
marketing manager.
Andrew’s role will see him
responsible for members golf
operations including delegation of a
small team of volunteers at Hunley,
which has twice staged Tour events.

interviewed a lot of really good
people for the role, but we felt David
really fitted in with the team we have
here at Close House.
“David’s role will mainly be
away from Close House, delivering
a lot of clinics in schools and local
businesses. Very few schools offer
an introduction to golf so it’s going
to be fantastic to introduce young
people to the game.”

His task will also be to increase
engagement and participation
within the membership to increase
recruitment and retention and
to increase membership, as well
as improve the society, corporate
and golf breaks at Hunley. “I’m
absolutely delighted to be given the
opportunity at Hunley, which has
begun to realise its potential,” said
Andrew. “This is an excellent time
for me to join the business.
“Hunley’s mixture of breathtaking
views, distinctive course layout
and recently refurbished facilities
make it a great product. With Greg
Fitzmaurice as course manager I’m
sure the course will continue to
improve. in years to come.”

GET READY FOR GOLF!

SHOP SALE CONTINUES!
Golf Bags 20% off Ping, TaylorMade, Titleist
Shoes from £20.00 - HiTec, Adidas
Adizero, Footjoy Aqualites
Shirts from £15.00 - Ping, Adidas,
Ashworth, Lyle & Scott

NEW FOR 2014
• TaylorMade Jetspeed Drivers & Woods
• TaylorMade SLDR Driver, Woods, Irons & Bags
• Sunmountain Golf Bags
• Adidas Adizero One • Footjoy Shoes

GEORGE WASHINGTON OPENS 2014
Ladies 4BBB - 15th July - £15.00 pair
Evening Texas Scramble - Shotgun start
Thursday 5th June - £50 per team of 4
Monday 14th July - £50 per team of 4
The Sunderland Plate - 36 hole scratch Sunday 6th July
- £25 per person
Bank Holiday Monday 4BBB - 25 th August
- £10 per person

GREAT WINTER GREEN FEES
Monday - Thursday £12.50 Friday - Sunday £15.00
terms and conditions apply- subject to availability

MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE
Join NOW & receive FREE golf
5 Day & 7 Day available

Telephone Jonny Mould on 0191 4178346
or email: gsd@georgewashington.co.uk
Check website for green fee specials - www.georgewashington.co.uk
Stone Cellar Road, High Usworth, Washington, NE37 1PH
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Fields of
dreams

Have
your sa
y
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Located to the north of Berwick, Paul Corney discovers
a beautifully manicured course offering a great test of golf

F

ounded in 1903, Magdalene Fields
Golf Club is the most northerly course
in England and only two miles from
the Scottish Border.
The initial layout of nine holes was designed
by Willie Park Junior, the professional at
Musselburgh who was responsible for 170 golf
course designs throughout Europe, the US and
Canada, including Sunningdale.
The course was extended to 18 holes in 1914
but had to revert back to nine two years later
for financial reasons. In 1974, ‘The Fields’ was
re-opened as an 18 hole layout and to this day, is
a firm favourite for visitors and holiday-makers to
the region.
It is a photographer’s dream location, with

stunning coastal views, so don’t forget your
camera. Be it northwards over Marshall Meadows
Bay towards the towering cliffs at Eyemouth or
south over the mouth of the River Tweed with
Lindisfarne in the distance, you are really spoilt
for choice.
There are a number of gentle inclines to
negotiate but on the whole, the course is easy
walking and ideal for those that want to play
more than one round. The fairways are generous
and although the semi rough is kept short,
you may well end up dropping shots if you are
wayward from the tee.
Set between the coast and the Elizabethan
walls of Berwick-upon-Tweed, Magdalene Fields
is best described as parkland on a cliff-top setting.

It now measures 6,574 yards from the back tees
and 6,241 yards from the yellows and is a very good
challenge for golfers of all abilities.
The first is 340 yards and a gentle par four. The
drive is slightly uphill to a fairway that dog-legs left
with out of bounds on the left. A steady tee shot to
the left side of the fairway will leave a short pitch
to a small, bunkerless green.
At 546 yards, the par five third hole is the
longest on the course and aptly named “Sea View”.
The second shot is downhill and although the
green may be in range for the longer hitters, two
good strikes and a short approach will result in a
birdie putt.
Measuring 414 yards, the sixth is stroke
index one. An accurate drive down the centre
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FACT FILE
CONTACT
Magdalene Fields Golf Club, Berwickupon-Tweed, Northumberland, TD15 1NE
Tel 01289 306 130
Email secretary.m.f.g.c@hotmail.co.uk
Web www.magdalene-fields.co.uk

of the fairway will leave a long approach to an
elevated green protected by a very deep bunker
front right. With the green sloping severely left
to right and back to front, there is no guarantee
of a two putt here - a par at this hole is a very
good score.
Running parallel to the railway line, the
10th is a par five measuring 504 yards. With
the fairway sloping right to left, aim for the
right side from the tee and the ball should
gather back towards the centre. There is no real
trouble at this hole and no greenside bunkers
to worry about - you should be looking for a
par or better at this hole.
At 216 yards, the 14th is a difficult par three
played to a very small target guarded by two
bunkers. The green is only 22 yards deep and
slopes severely back to front. A good shot could
be spoilt if you go beyond the pin, leaving a
very quick downhill putt.
Make a par at the 17th and it will feel like
a birdie - the hole measures 442 yards and
is a monster of a par four. Unless you get a
big straight drive away, there is no chance of
making it in two and is best played as a par five.
The small green is tucked away behind three
bunkers, so play for position with the second
shot and hope for a chip and putt to make your
par-four.
And finally, a 150 yard par three played from
an elevated tee to another well protected green
and another reminder of days gone by. An old
grassed moat is on the immediate left of the
green and should you find that, you will have
one very difficult up and down to save par.

GREEN FEES
Summer rates (1st April - 31st Oct)
Adult (weekday) £27, Senior £24, Junior £8
Adult (weekend) £32, Senior £28, Junior £10
Adult (twilight - after 2.30pm) £29, Senior
£16, Junior £6
TOTAL DISTANCE
White tees 6,574 yards
Yellow tees 6,241 yards
Red tees 5,500 yards

It is the history of the area
where “The Fields” is located
that is particularly significant.
Berwick’s strategic position on
the English-Scottish border
led to numerous raids, sieges
and takeovers as the two
countries fought for control
of the town. Between 1147
and 1482, Berwick changed
hands more than 13 times
and was the location of one
of the most brutal sackings
by King Edward I which set
the precedent for the Scottish
Wars of Independence. On
reaching the 13th green and
looking at the old town wall, I
couldn’t help but wonder how
many had lost their lives on
the very spot I was standing

FEATURES
18-hole parkland golf with a cliff top
setting
18-hole putting green
Excellent catering facilities
Pool table and darts
Open to the public
Ample car parking
Practice net and practice area
Buggies available
Visiting parties more than welcome
CADDY’S TIP
You have to be able to play in the wind
at Magdalene Fields, so it might be
worthwhile practising hitting the ball
with a lower trajectory.
SIGNATURE HOLE
The par three eighth hole may only be
160 yards but it’s played over a cove to
a well defended green with very little
room for error on the right. If you hit the
ball left to right, I would suggest that
you aim well left of the green and settle
for a chip and putt. A cracking hole.

PAUL CORNEY’S VERDICT

The clubhouse offers good wholesome
catering and a friendly welcome - the
Magdalene Fields experience is one
worth enjoying and well known in
golfing circles.
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Play&Stay
Dean Bailey takes a look at places to enjoy golf not
too far from home, plus some closer to the sun

Melbourne House
An ideal place for golfers to stay!
Over 10 courses to play within a 30 minute
drive including Hartlepool, Wynyard,
Cleveland, Rockliffe plus many more!!
8 comfortable en-suite bedrooms
Good food - fully licensed bar
Telephone for our great rates:
01429 262828
16 Stockton Road, Hartlepool, TS25 1RL
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holiday. For more information
visit www.percywood.co.uk

The KP Club

F

The KP brings together the
traditional golf club with a
modern approach. Views across
the Vale of York provide a striking
backdrop to The KP’s 18-hole
championship course while the
clubhouse combines respect for
the history of the game with a
laid-back attitude. The course at
The KP tests every aspect of your
game. Set in 160 acres of rolling
terrain the 6,035 yard layout has a
par of 70. Turn to page 18 to read
Alan Hedley’s full report from The
KP. The KP offers both long and
short-term accommodation, with
its boutique hotel the perfect
place to rest your head after a day
on the course. For longer stays the
luxury woodland lodges, set in 160
acres of the Yorkshire Wolds offer
contemporary interiors, private
outdoor hot tubs and stunning
views. For more information visit
www.kpclub.co.uk

or many a golfing break
combines two of the
finer things in life - time
away from your desk and
a chance to enjoy a great course.
There is also the chance to
try a real mix of courses and in
our own region there is a wide
variety to try, from the parkland
courses in rural Northumberland
to the hallowed links strewn along
the coastline from Berwick to
North Yorkshire.
Our region has plenty to offer
when it comes to a short break.
For some though the lure of
guaranteed sunshine is too much.
Fear not we’ve covered trips to
sunnier climes as well.

Percy Wood Country
Park and Golf Club
Percy Wood Country Park and
Golf Club, formerly Swarland, has
undergone some big changes in
the last few years, including big
improvements to the golf course.
The views from parts of the
Percy Wood course, which sits
six miles south of Alnwick in
Northumberland, are a constant
distraction. Thousands of trees
have been planted and as they
continue to mature, they are
adding further definition to the
fairways, as well as presenting a
tough test should you tangle with
them.
The greens are a particular

attraction at Percy Wood,
incredibly smooth and true.
They can take some reading and
require a good touch to master.
To spend a little longer at Percy
Wood, and take in the expansive
recreational areas, there are five
luxury holiday homes available
for hire, all of which are fullyfurnished and ideal for selfcatering holidays for up to eight
people.
The holiday homes come with
all the features that you would
expect in order to relax in comfort
and make the most of your

Play and
stay
Percy Wood, above,
and Alnmouth left are
just two of the many
great courses in
our region

Cookridge Hall Golf Club
The golf course at Cookridge Hall
offers spectacular views across
the Yorkshire Dales. The par 72
layout, just 15 minutes from
Leeds City Centre, measures 6,788
yards from the back tees and can
present a stern test for the bigger
hitter. Accuracy is demanded at
Cookridge no matter which tees
you play from - both from the
tee and into many of the greens,
with a number of water hazards
and strategically placed bunkers
waiting to catch anything off line.

The KP, Pocklington, York
Home of the Sky Sports televised William Hunt Trilby Tour tournament 2010, 2011 and 2012

Winter/Spring Play and stay SpeciaL
Our luxury woodland lodges are set in 180 acres in the heart of the Yorkshire Wolds, with
contemporary interiors, private outdoor hot tubs and amazing views.
ONE NIGHT GOLF ESCAPE From £85* per person
1 Night Stay, 2 Rounds of Golf, 3 Course Dinner, Full Yorkshire Breakfast
TWO NIGHT GOLF ESCAPE From £170* per person
2 Night Stay, 3 Rounds of Golf, 3 course dinner each evening, Full Yorkshire Breakfast
Upgrade to our luxurious Huxtable Suite which offers a combination of elegance, style and pure
indulgence with its super king size four poster bed and exclusive use of the cedar clad hot tub

Tel: 01759 303090 • email: golf@thekp.co.uk • web: www.thekp.co.uk • twitter: @kpgolfclub
*Rates are pppn, based on double occupancy, inclusive of WiFi and VAT at the current rate
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The 18th at Cookridge is a great finishing
hole, which is fittingly named ‘Temptation’.
The short par four presents players with
a choice between going for the green and
glory while flirting with the water hazard, or
playing safe.
There are a range of stay and play options
at Cookridge Hall starting from as little as £58
per person. For more information or to book
email info@cookridgehall.co.uk

Alnmouth Golf Club

Cookridge Hall

Alnmouth Golf Club has a fantastic
reputation in the region for its stunning views
and the quality of the course. Legendary
golf course architect Harry Colt laid out the
course, which is set around Foxton Hall, in
the 1920s.
Since it’s move to Foxton Hall, Alnmouth
GC has had a dormy house, which can
accommodate up to 26 people in English
Tourism three star accommodation. This
facility is incredibly popular with travelling
societies, as well as visitors to the area,
and is a fantastic venue for a golf break.
Dormy house breaks include dinner bed and
breakfast and start from £75 per person. For
more information visit
www.alnmouthgolfclub.com

Golfing Holidays
There are some of you out there that will
still be searching for some guaranteed
sunshine and are only willing to pack your
polo shirts and shorts when it comes to a
golf holiday. Golfingholidays.org offers a
range of bespoke travel packages to resorts
in Spain, Portugal, Tunisia and Turkey.
Kevin Batty has a wealth of experience in
building bespoke packages for groups of
five to fifty. Kevin regularly organises the
overseas PGA pro ams as well as breaks
for club golfers and societies.
For more information contact Kevin,
email kevin@golfingholidays.org or visit
www.golfingholidays.org

Northumbria Golf Breaks
Northumbria Golf Breaks has been
organising golfing holidays to Spain and
Portugal since 1996. Northumbria then
began offering trips to North Africa and
Turkey before adding the Middle East
to its destinations on offer recently. This
year Northubria will also be offering
trips to the Americas. Northumbria has
always focussed on special offers and
update their deals regularly with new

APRIL OFFERS

VILAMOURA
Alnmouth Golf Club, Foxton Hall

4 Ball, 5 nights,
3 games, B&B,
all transfers

Dormy House Golf Breaks 2014

MAY OFFERS

Northumberland’s Hidden Gem

English Tourism 3 Star Accommodation
Dinner, Bed and Breakfast with 2 Rounds of Golf
FROM £82 PER PERSON
2 Night Break with 3 Rounds of Golf from a choice
of Northumberland Golf Courses FROM £195 per person

GREAT VALUE – BOOK NOW
2014 OPEN COMPETITIONS
Book online now – see website for all events

ALVOR
4 Ball, 5 nights,
3 games, B&B,
all transfers

£319
e

e so

£340
e

Groups of
8 players

e so

£289
e

7 nights,
4 games

e so

£449
e

e so

EXCLUSIVE FOR OUR CLIENTS, QUALITY GOLF CLUB HIRE
DELIVERED DIRECT TO YOUR HOTEL, ASK FOR DETAILS

NEXT EVENT
4BBB Stableford, Sunday 9th March 2014
£28 per couple incl, Bacon roll & coffee
Open to Men and Ladies
Alnmouth Golf Club, Foxton Hall, Alnmouth, Northumberland, NE66 3BE
Tel: 01665 830231 - E: bookings@alnmouthgolfclub.com
www.alnmouthgolfclub.com Follow us on Facebook

Committed to giving the best service and prices for North East
Golfers - Call Kevin Batty 01661 828021
o email ke i @gol g oli a s.o g
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No1 Choice for Captain’s Trips and Away Days

Logo
2014 Spring/Summer Group Golf Packages from as little as £18.00pp
Co ee, 18 holes, 1 course meal 27.95
C , 18 holes, 2 course meal 34.00
C , 9 holes, Soup Sandwiches, 18 holes, 2 course meal 47.50
• 18 ole Championship olf Course • 22 ay Floodlit Driving Range
• Fully Licensed ar Restaurant • Private Function Room to ire
• P A Teaching Academy • Open to the public 7 days a week

Vilamoura, Millenium couse, Portugal
destinations and resorts.
Northumbria also organises
mixed competition weeks and
runs a number of events each
year. For more information visit
www.golfnorthumbria.com
or contact Brian, brian@
golfnorthumbria.com, tel
01207 562 322.

Melbourne House
If you’re looking to enjoy
some of the North East’s best
courses, including the links
of Hartlepool and Seaton

Carew, the Melbourne House
in Hartlepool serves as a
fantastic base. Refurbished
ahead of the 2014 season, the
hotel offers eight double rooms
all of which are en-suite. The
Melbourne also has a licensed
bar and offers home cooked
food for breakfast, lunch and
dinner. The staff at the hotel
can also give you advice on the
best courses in the area, which
include Wynyard, Billingham,
Cleveland and Rockliffe Hall.
For more information,
tel 01429 262 828.

NORTHUMBRIA GOLF BREAKS
Contact us for a quote for your next golfing holiday abroad,
we beat most companies for prices!

MIXED COMPETITION WEEK, 22nd APRIL
SPAIN, ALL INCLUSIVE £550
MENS COMPETITION, 3rd JUNE
SPAIN, HALF BOARD, UNLIMITED GOLF £380
For full details of these events contact Brian
Telephone: 01207 562 322
or Mobile: 07889 943 753

your holiday package is protected
through our ATOL Licence

Email: brian@golfnorthumbria.com www.golfnorthumbria.com
Northumbria Golf Breaks, The Office, Ravenside Farm, Hedley, Stocksfield NE43 7SX

Tel: 0113 230 0641 www.cookridgehall.co.uk

Cookridge Hall Golf Club, Cookridge Lane, Leeds, LS16 7NL

PERCY WOOD

COUNTRY PARK & GOLF COURSE
The ideal place for your golf visit
Stay in our luxury log cabins &
play our beautiful 18 hole parkland course!
Excellent clubhouse facilities
Play & Stay packages from £65pp
ring for details

01670 787 010
Email: golf@percywoodgolf.co.uk

www.percywoodgolf.co.uk

PERCY WOOD COUNTRY PARK & GOLF CLUB
Coast View, Swarland, Northumberland, NE65 9JG
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competitions are also
listed on our website
www.northerngolfer.
co.uk/competitions, alternatively you can enter via
email: competitions@northerngolfer.co.uk (mark the
competition name in the subject field) or post your entry to:
WIN A COBRA
Competitions, Northern Golfer, Unit One, Bearl Farm,
EXCELL STAND
Stocksfield, Northumberland, NE43 7AL

Please include your contact details and telephone number.
Closing date Friday, March 28, 2014. Usual competition rules apply – available
on request. Winners will be published in our next edition.

WIN GOLF FOR FOUR
AT HEXHAM
Hexham Golf Club is widely regarded as one of the North East’s top courses;
England Golf seem to agree, they have chosen Hexham as one of the host courses
for this year’s Senior Amateur Championship.
A traditional English parkland course on the south side of the River Tyne,
Hexham presents a tough test despite measuring just 6,301 yards from the medal
tees. Be sure to pay club pro and PGA North Region captain Andy Paisley a visit
for some advice before you head out onto the course.
For your chance to win simply answer the following question:
How long is the course at Hexham from the medal tees?

BAG COURTESY OF
THE GOLF BUNKER

The Cobra Excell Stand Bag is an ideal choice for any
golfer looking for a lightweight, durable carry bag.
The Excell bag boasts an eight inch top, along with a
six way divider as well as plenty of pockets for your
waterproofs, valuables and balls.
The Excell Stand Bag has a RRP of £109.
The Golf Bunker, Unit 37, Royal Quays Outlet, North
Shields, NE29 6DW, tel 0191 258 1598
For your chance to win simply answer the
following question:
The Golf Bunker is located at which North Tyneside
outlet centre?

WIN GOLF FOR FOUR
AT COOKRIDGE HALL
Cookridge Hall offers spectacular views across the
Yorkshire Dales. The par 72 layout, just 15 minutes
from Leeds City Centre, measures 6,788 yards
from the back tees and can present a stern test for
the bigger hitter. The 18th at Cookridge is fittingly
named ‘Temptation’, and gives players the chance of
a closing eagle or complete disaster. A great finish!

WIN GOLF FOR FOUR
AT NAIRN DUNBAR

For your chance to win simply answer the
following question:
What name is given to the risk-and-reward 18th
at Cookridge Hall?

A championship course without the championship price, Nairn Dunbar offers
fantastic golf in the Scottish highlands. Players of all abilities will enjoy Nairn
Dunbar, the course is fairly flat, which makes it playable for golfers of all fitness
levels, but at 6,765 yards from the medal tees it can present a stern test for even
the biggest hitters.
Nairn Dunbar has played host to a number of national championships including
the Scottish Ladies Strokeplay and the Scottish Boys’ Championship.

Many of you would have received our
new email, sent to all of our competition
entrants, detailing each month’s
competitions. To sign up simply enter
one of this month’s competitions at
www.northerngolfer.co.uk

For your chance to win simply answer the following question:
When did Nairn Dunbar last stage the Scottish Boys’ Championship?

The winners for Dec/Jan are: Dynamic Indoor Golf,
Glen Angus of Blyth; Romanby, Paul Mccarthy of
Chester-le-Street; Ryton, Steve Bassam of Hartlepool;
Whitley Bay, Jamie Self of Bellingham
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“ Probably the
best conditioned
and presented
course in the
North East ”

Great Value
Membership
Offer
14 months for the price of 12
February 2014 to March 2015 only £550
Pay and Play option available
£200 plus £10 per round
Direct Debit Payment options. Competitions 5 days a week.
Corporate memberships also available.

Visitors – winter golf only £15 per round
Societies – bookings now being taken for 2014

Telephone 01670 787898
“We’re closer than you think”
10 mins Alnwick and Morpeth, 14 mins Ashington,
18 mins Cramlington, 25 mins Newcastle.
No winter tees or greens.

Burgham, Nr Felton,
Northumberland, NE65 8QP
email: info@burghampark.co.uk
www.burghampark.co.uk
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Silver
lining
It is not just the Algarve which makes Portugal a
great golfing destination as Alan Hedley discovered

M

ention golf in Portugal
and most of us
immediately think of
the Algarve.
But while the Algarve is
undoubtedly a jewel in the golfing
crown, there is a serious rival
in Lisbon’s Silver Coast which
boasts at least half a dozen top
quality courses.
The Silver Coast is two to three
hours flying time from most UK
airports and what’s more it’s rarely
as crowded as the Algarve, the

golf generally costs less and there
seems a lot more to see and do with
enchanting towns such as Obidos,
Peniche and Torres Vedras.
There are also stretches of
stunning coastline, wonderful
restaurants and wineries to visit
and excellent hotels situated in the
Oeste region, two of them being
the Marriott Praia D’El Rey and the
Westin CampoReal.
Both have their own top-quality
golf courses and are fine additions
to a list that includes the likes of

Praia D’El Rey is a
top quality golfing
destination

Quinta da Marinha Oitavos and
Clube de Golfe da Quinta da
Marinha (Cascai), Penha Longa,
Belas Clube de Campo, Botada,
Vimeiro and Lisbon Sports Club.
Cabell Robinson has designed
a stunningly picturesque
layout at Praia D’El Rey with
contrasting loops set in pine
forest and among undulating
dunes with spectacular views
over the Atlantic.
The course is a real challenge
with deep bunkers, rolling
greens and natural sand areas
waiting if you miss the fairways,
but there is a choice of tees
which means the course doesn’t

2014/15 SEASON TICKETS AVAILABLE FROM 1ST APRIL 2014
12 MONTHS INCLUDING MEMBERSHIP OF OAK LEAF GOLF CLUB
7 Day Adult Season Ticket £325
Reduced rates for 5 Day, Over 60’s and Juniors
Instalment facilities available
Competitive green fee prices and new improved visiting party package coming soon
Buggy hire
Bar and catering available at Oakleaf Sports Complex
For further details telephone the Golf Shop on 01325 320820

SPECIAL GOLF SHOP OPENING OFFER!
1/ 2 hour golf lesson with PGA Professional
Julie Welch or Chris Calder only £15.00!!
We carry all leading brands ie TaylorMade, Titleist, Ping, Footjoy etc
Ring for details on our Adult and Junior coaching sessions!
01325 320820
18 Bay Floodlit Driving Range
Open 7 days from 10am - 8pm • Small £2.00 Large £4.00

Golf
Complex

School Aycliffe Lane, Newton Aycliffe, County Durham
Telephone (01325) 310820 or visit www.great-aycliffe.gov.uk
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GOLFER
GOLFERTRAVEL
have to be too tough and it’s
eminently walkable, although off
the back tees, it’s a very healthy
6,467 metres.
The hotel is genuinely five star
and there are many options for
golfers and families including
the townhouses in Praia D’El Rey
Village which can accommodate
groups in some style and at
much less cost than hotel rates.
Golden Eagle Residence and
Golf Resort was awarded the
title of Best Golf Destination in
the World by IAGTO in 2006.
Designed by Rocky Roquemore,
the course meanders through
rolling hills and pine trees.
The resort also features nine
lakes. On-site facilities include
a restaurant, pro shop and
academy, driving range and
short game area. There are a
host of new features on the

course including a new lake on
11, a spectacular island green
at the 12th, a bigger lake at 14
and other water features on
16, 17 and 18, all of which have
improved the flow of the course.
The Westin CampoReal Golf
Resort and Spa boasts a truly
magnificent five star hotel and
it’s just 30 minutes from Lisbon.
There are plenty dining
options including an excellent
restaurant as well as an all-day
dining room. There is also a
top-class spa with fitness studio,
swimming pool, saunas and
steam rooms.
It also boasts a Donald Steel
course and is a real test of your
driving ability on some holes.
The answer is not the driver.
Having said that there are some
spectacular tees and you just
have to give it a go.

FACT FILE
Praia D’El Rey Golf & Beach Resort
Vale de Janelas, 2514-999 Obidos.
Website: www.praia-del-rey.com
Golden Eagle Residence &
Golf Resort
Quinta do Brincal, E.N. 1, Km 63/64,
Asseiceira 2040 - 481 - Rio Maior.
www.goldeneagle-golfresort.com

Amarante Golf Club

Westin CampoReal
Golf Resort & Spa
Rua do Campo - 2565 - 770
Turcifal / Torres.
www.westin.com/camporeal

Stunning coastline, wonderful restaurants
winereies to visit, top class hotels and of course
excellent golf courses to enjoy

DRIVE
THE
STUNNING
XC60
FROM ONLY £299 PER MONTH
WITH £1,999 DEPOSIT

CREDIT EXAMPLE
Mill Price
Deposit
Manufacturer Deposit
Contribution
Amount of Credit
Interest
Interest rate (Fixed)
48 months at
1 Final Payment
(Guaranteed Future Value)

Total Amount Payable
Duration
Annual Mileage
APR Representative

£26,038.00
£1,999.00
£750.00
£23,289.00
£4,325.00
3.04%
£299.00
£13,262.00
£30,363.00
49 Months
6,000 miles

5.9%

VOLVO CARS NORTH EAST
Mill Newcastle

Mill Sunderland

Mill Stockton

Mill Harrogate

Scotswood Road,
Newcastle NE15 6BZ

Wessington Way,
Sunderland SR5 3HR

Preston Farm Business Park,
Stockton TS18 3SG

St James Retail Park,
Knaresborough HG5 8PY

@millvolvo
millvolvo

www.millvolvo.co.uk

Tel: 0800 612 4715

The price is based on a XC60 D3 DRIVe ES (Stop Start) FUEL CONSUMPTION IN MPG (L/100km) Urban 40.9/6.9 Extra Urban 57.7/4.9 Combined 49.6/5.7 Emissions 149g/km. Finance subject to status. Terms and
conditions apply. Personal Contract Purchase based on customer deposit of £1,999.00, followed by 48monthly payments of £299.00. Annual mileage of 6,000 miles, excessive mileage cost of 14.9p per mile applies. Applicant
must be 18 or over. Guarantees/ indemnities may be required. At the end of the Personal Contract Purchase there are three options: (1) Part exchange the vehicle, where equity is available (2) Pay the GFV (Guaranteed Future
Value) to own the vehicle or (3) Return the vehicle. Further charges may be made subject to the condition of the vehicle. Santander Consumer (UK) plc T/A Volvo Car Credit RH1 1SR. Car featured for illustration purposes only.
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GOLFERTIPS

PUTTING WOES EXPLAINED
The key to lag putting is speed control. If you
can swing the putter with minimal change in
acceleration between backswing and downswing
you will have better distance control on the greens.
Constantly changing your tempo will result in
inconsistent putts, which can end up both long
and short.

If your backswing is too short for the length of
putt you’re facing, you will have to accelerate back
into the ball - resulting in a ‘whack’, which will give
you a long follow through.
Creating an even speed, changing the length of
swing rather than the speed of swing will result in
more consistent distance control.

Mark
Watkins
North

ern Golfer Pro
tel 0191 236 4480
for private lessons
and advice

TEMPO

Mark has swung the putter back
with a smooth tempo, having
calculated how far to go back by
reading the length of putt and
the speed of the putt.

CONTROL

CONTROL THE LENGTH OF
THE STROKE NOT THE SPEED

NG TIPS NOW ONLINE AT:
www.northerngolfer.co.uk/category/tips/

Swinging the putter with an even
tempo, varying the length of the stroke
depending on the length and speed of
the putt you face rather than varying the
speed of the stroke, will give you more
consistency with the putter.

Matching his tempo, and the
length of his backswing and
followthrough, Mark is able to
control the speed of the ball from
the putter, building consistency
on the greens.
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GREENWATCH

With SIMON OLVER,
course manager at Percy Wood

This month sees the first column from our new resident greenkeeper
Simon Olver, course manager at Percy Wood. Simon will be bringing
an insight into the profession and dispelling some of the myths and
superstitions we’ve all heard about in the 19th.
COURSE DEVELOPMENT

ROUTINE MAINTENANCE

Golf clubs will all have management plans in place
to ensure the club’s facilities improve. In this early
part of the season development works - whether
it is construction, installation or renovation - will
be taking place. Green staff will be pulling on their
waterproofs and woolly hats to ensure the course is
pristine for that first competition of the season.

When ground conditions allow surfaces will be
mown to maintain maximum achievable standards.
One course maintenance task golfers hate is
aeration, which helps maintain a healthy growing
environment. Golfers now insist on playing golf in
all conditions, intensifying unfavourable conditions,
which are perfect for pests and diseases, as well as
putting high levels of stress on the grass plant. So
next time that conversation of “that greenkeeper is
digging up the greens again, does he have to do that
or does he just do it to annoy us” the answer is yes
he does, otherwise you’ll be playing on greens that
resemble the surface of the moon.

PRESENTATION
Golf is now a 12-month sport. Without the need
for high levels of mowing, focus can be switched to
presentation tasks: bunkers are raked and edged,
paths trimmed and resurfaced, and woodland
thinned out to mention just a few. When outside
tasks come to a halt because of extreme weather
you will find green staff tending to course furniture;
it is this attention to detail which can really raise the
standard of a course. Machinery maintenance is also
key; sharpening of blades and cylinders is critical to
both course aesthetics and grass plant health.

NEXT MONTH:
Temperatures are up, the grass is growing and life beneath the turf has
come to life; let’s get those mowing heights down and green speeds up!

www.parklandsgolf.co.uk

New Intermediate categories
have been introduced to our 2014/15
Membership options at Parklands.

14 months for the price of 12

With a wide range of benefits included, please
visit our website for further details or email

info@parklandsgolf.co.uk.
(Direct Debit Facilities are available)

We offer competitive greenfees,
fourball rates, Wednesday offers and
we welcome Visiting Societies, anyday
of the week.
From March 2014 our packages start
from as little as £13.50 – 18 holes of golf
followed by a hot beef sandwich.
Other packages are available, please email
info@parklandsgolf.co.uk for further info.

Parklands Golf Club
High Gosforth Park,
Newcastle upon tyne
NE3 5HQ

Shop 0191 2364480
Office 0191 2363322

All the new 2014 Equipment and Apparel from
Callaway, TaylorMade, Titleist, Ping Galvin Green
and Cleveland available at the lowest prices.
We will beat anyone’s price, Custom Fit free of
charge and take in your part exchange!!

February and March Specials
Taylormade Jetspeed Callaway X2 Hot Driver
Driver

£189

£225

Callaway Big Bertha Alpha

£359
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Bamburgh Castle Golf Club
The Wynding, Bamburgh, NE69 7DE
01668 214 321

directory
Pick up a copy of Northern Golfer
at any of these venues

NOR THERN

directory

NOR THERN

COUNTY DURHAM
Barnard Castle Golf Club
Harmire Rd, Barnard Castle, DL12 8QN
01833 638 355

To be listed or to advertise please call 01661 844115 or email enquiries@northerngolfer.co.uk

Beamish Park Golf Club
Beamish Park, Stanley, DH9 0RH
0191 370 1382
Birtley Golf Club
Portobello Road, Birtley,
Chester-le-Street, DH3 2LR
0191 410 2207
Bishop Auckland Golf Club
High Plains, Bishop Auckland, DL14 8DL
01388 661 618
Blackwell Grange Golf Club
Snipe Lane, Darlington, DL2 2SA
01325 464 458
Brancepeth Castle Golf Club
Brancepeth Castle, DH7 8EA
0191 378 0075
Castle Eden Golf Club
Castle Eden, TS27 4SS
01429 836 510
Chester le Street Golf Club
Lumley Pk, Chester le Street, DH3 4NS
0191 388 3218
Cocken Lodge Golf
Cocken Lodge Farm, Leamside, DH4 6QP
0191 584 1053
Consett & District Golf Club
Elmfield Road, Consett, DH8 5NN
01207 505 060
Crook Golf Club
Low Jobs Hill, Crook DL15 9AA
01388 762 429
Darlington Golf Club
Haughton Road, Darlington, DL1 3JD
01325 355 324
Dinsdale Spa Golf Club
Middleton St George, Darlington, DL2 1DW
01325 332 297
Durham City Golf Club
Littleburn, Langley Moor, DH7 8HL
0191 378 0029
Hallgarth Hotel Golf & Country Club
Coatham Munderville, Darlington,
DL1 3LU01325 300 400
Hobson Golf Club
Hobson, Near Burnopfield, NE16 6BZ
01207 270 941
Ineos Golf Club
School Aycliffe Lane, Newton Aycliffe,
DL5 6EA.
01325 303 561
Sec John Haykin 07792 610521

Oak Leaf Golf Club
School Aycliffe Lane, Newton Aycliffe,
DL5 4EF
01325 310 820
Ramside Hall Golf Club
Ramside Hall Hotel, Carville,
Durham, DH1 1TD
0191 386 9514
Rockliffe Hall Golf Club
Hurworth-on-Tees,
Darlington, DL2 2DU
01325 729 980
Roseberry Grange Community
Golf Club
Grange Villa, Chester le Street, DH2 3NF
0191 370 0660
Seaham Golf Club
Shrewsbury Street,
Seaham, SR7 7RD
0191 581 1268
Sharpley Golf
Seaton, Seaham,
Co Durham, SR7 0NP
0191 513 1100
South Moor Golf Cub
The Middles, Craghead, Stanley,
DH9 6AG
01207 232 848

CUMBRIA
Brampton Golf Club
Talkin Tarn, Brampton, CA8 1HN
01697 72255
Seascale Golf Club
The Banks, Seascale, CA20 1QL
019467 28202

NORTHUMBERLAND
Allendale Golf Club
High Studden, Allenheads Road
Allendale, NE47 9QL
01434 683 926
Alnmouth Golf Club
Foxton Hall, Alnmouth,
NE66 3BE
01665 830 231
Alnmouth Village Golf Club
Marine Road,
Alnmouth, NE66 2RZ
01665 830 370
Alnwick Castle Golf Club
Swansfield Park,
Alnwick,
NE66 2AB
01665 602 632
Arcot Hall Golf Club
Dudley, Cramlington NE23 7QP
0191 236 2794

Bedlingtonshire Golf Club
Acorn Bank, Bedlington, NE22 6AA
01670 822 457
Belford Golf Club
South Road, Belford, NE70 7DP
01668 213 232
Bellingham Golf Club
Boggle Hole, Bellingham, NE48 2DT
01434 220 152
Blyth Golf Club
New Delaval, Blyth, NE24 4DB
01670 540 110
Burgham Park Golf Club
Near Felton, Morpeth, NE65 8QP
01670 787 898
Close House
Heddon-on-the-Wall, NE15 0HT
01661 852 953
De Vere Slaley Hall
Slaley, Hexham, NE47 0BX
01434 673 350
Dunstanburgh Golf Club
Embleton, NE66 3XQ
01665 576 562
Goswick Golf Club
Goswick Beal, TD15 2RW
01289 387 256
Gubeon Golf Centre
Walton Road, Morpeth, NE61 3YJ
01670 519 090
Haltwhistle Golf Club
Banktop, Greenhead, NE49 9JR
01434 320 708
Hexham Golf Club
Spital Lane, Hexham, NE46 3RZ
01434 603 072
Longhirst Hall Golf Club
Longhirst Hall, Morpeth, NE61 3LL
01670 791 562
Macdonald Linden Hall Golf
and Country Club
Longhorsley, Morpeth, NE65 8XF
01670 500 011
Matfen Hall Golf Club
Matfen, NE20 0RH
01661 886 400
Magdalene Fields Golf Club
Berwick-upon-Tweed, TD15 1NE
01289 306 130
Morpeth Golf club
Loansdean, Morpeth, NE61 2BT
01670 504 942
Newbiggin Golf Club
Newbiggin NE64 3DW
01670 817 344
Percy Wood Golf Club
Coast View, Swarland, Felton,
NE65 9JG
01670 787 010
Ponteland Golf Club
53 Bell Villas, Ponteland, NE20 9BD
01661 822 689
Prudhoe Golf Club
Eastwood Park, Prudhoe, NE42 5DX
01661 832 466

Rothbury Golf Club
Whitton Bank Rd, Rothbury, NE65 7RX
01669 621 271

Saltburn by the Sea Golf Club
Hob Hill, Saltburn by the Sea, TS12 1NJ
01287 622 812

Seahouses Golf Club
Beadnell Road, Seahouses, NE68 7XT
01665 720 794

Seaton Carew Golf Club
Tees Road, Seaton Carew, TS25 1DE
01429 266 249

Stocksfield Golf Club
New Ridley Rd,Stocksfield, NE43 7RE
01661 843 041

Teesside Golf Club
Acklam Road, Thornaby
Stockton on Tees TS17 7JS
01642 616 516

Tynedale Golf Club
Tyne Green, Hexham, NE46 3HQ
01434 608 154
Warkworth Golf Club
The Links, Warkworth, NE65 OSW
01665 711 596
Wooler Golf Club
Dod Law, Doddington, Wooler, NE71 6AN
01668 282 135

Wilton Golf Club
Wilton,Near Redcar, TS10 4QY
01642 465 265
Wynyard Hall Golf Club
Wellington Drive, Wynyard Park
Billingham, TS22 5NQ
01740 644 399

TYNE AND WEAR
SCOTTISH BORDERS
Eyemouth Golf Club
Gunsgreenhill, Eyemouth, D14 5SF
01890 750 004
Hirsel Golf Club
Kelso Road, Coldstream TD12 4NJ
01890 882 678
Roxburghe Golf Club
Kelso, Roxburghshire, TD5 8JZ
01573 450 333

TEESSIDE
Billingham Golf Club
Sandy Lane, Billingham, TS22 5NA
01642 533 816
Cleveland Golf Club
Majuba Road, Redcar, Cleveland
TS10 5BJ
01642 471 798
Eaglescliffe & District Golf Club
Yarm Road, Eaglescliffe, TS16 0DQ
01642 780 238
Hartlepool Golf Club
Hart Warren, Hartlepool, TS24 9QF
01429 274 398
High Throston Golf Club
Hart Lane, Hartlepool,
TS26 0UG
01429 268 071
Hunley Hall Golf Club
Brotton, By Saltburn, TS12 2QN
01287 677 444
Ingleby Barwick Golf Club
Lullingstone Crescent, Ingleby Barwick,
Stockton on Tees, TS17 5GJ
01642 765 000
Knotty Hill Golf Centre
Sedgefield, Stockton on Tees, TS21 2BB
01740 620 320
Middlesbrough Golf Club
Brass Castle Lane, Middlesbrough
TS8 9EE
01642 311 515

Backworth Golf Club
The Hall, Backworth, NE27 0AH
0191 268 4247
Beamish Park Hotel
Golf & Driving Range, Marley Hill,
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE16 5EG
01207 230666
Boldon Golf Club
Dipe Lane, East Boldon, NE36 0PQ
0191 536 5360
Centurion Park Golf Club
Rheydt Avenue, Wallsend, NE28 8SU
0191 263 0041
City of Newcastle Golf Club
Three Mile Bridge, Gosforth
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE3 2DR
0191 285 1775
Garesfield Golf Club
Chopwell, NE17 7AP
01207 561 309
George Washington Golf Club
Stone Cellars Road, Concorde
Washington, NE37 1PH
0191 417 8346
Gosforth Golf Club
Broadway East, Gosforth
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE3 5ER
0191 285 3495
Heworth Golf Club
Gingling Gate, Heworth, Gateshead,
NE10 8XY
0191 469 9832
Hetton le Hill Golf Club
Elemore Vale, Easington Lane, DH5 0QR
0191 517 3061
Houghton le Spring Golf Club
Copt Hill, Houghton le Spring, DH5 8LU
0191 584 7421
Newcastle United Golf Club
60 Ponteland Road,
Newcastle upon Tyne,
NE5 3JW
0191 286 9998

Middlesbrough Municipal Golf Club
Ladgate Lane, Middlesbrough,
TS5 7YZ
01642 315 533

Northumberland Golf Club
High Gosforth Park,
Newcastle upon Tyne,
NE3 5HT
0191 236 2009

Norton Golf Club
Blakestone Lane, Norton
Stockton on Tees, TS20 3LQ
01642 676 385

Parklands Golf Club
High Gosforth Park,
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE3 5HQ
0191 236 4480
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Ryton Golf Club
Clara Vale, Ryton, NE40 3TD
0191 413 3253

Easingwold Golf Club
Stillington Road, Easingwold, YO61 3ET
01347 822 474

South Shields Golf Club
Cleadon Hills, South Shields, NE34 8EG
0191 456 8942

Filey Golf Club
West Avenue, Filey, YO14 9BQ
01723 513 293

Scalm Park Golf Club
Bishop Wood, Wistow Common, Selby,
YO8 3RD
01757 210 846

Leeds Golf Centre
Wike Ridge Lane, Shadwell, Leeds
LS17 9JW
0113 288 6000

Scarborough North Cliff Golf Club
North Cliff Avenue, Scarborough,
YO12 6PP
01723 355 397

Mid Yorkshire Golf Club
Havercroft Lane,
Pontefract, Darrington,
WF8 3BP
01977 704522

Scarborough South Cliff Golf Club
Deepdale Avenue, off Filey Road,
YO11 2UE
01723 360 522

Flaxby Park Golf Club
Flaxby, Knaresborough, HG5 0RR
01423 863 444

Tyneside Golf Club
Westfield Lane, Ryton, NE40 3QE
0191 413 2742

Forest Park Golf Club
Stockton-on-Forest, York, YO32 9HF
01904 400 425

Scarthingwell Golf Club
The Scarthingwell Centre, Scarthingwell,
Tadcaster, LS24 9PF
01937 557 878

Wearside Golf Club
Cox Green, Sunderland, SR4 9JT
0191 534 2518

Fulford Golf Club
Heslington Lane, York, YO10 5DY
01904 413 579

Selby Golf Club
Mill Lane, Brayton, YO8 9LD
01757 228 622

Westerhope Golf Club
Whorlton Grange, Newcastle upon Tyne,
NE5 1PP
0191 286 9125

Ganton Golf Club
Station Road, Ganton, Scarborough,
YO12 4PA
01944 710 329

Skipton Golf Club
Short Lee Lane, Skipton, BD23 3LF
01756 795 657

Whickham Golf Club
Hollinside Park, Fellside Road
Whickham, NE16 5BA
0191 488 1576

Harrogate Golf Club
Forest Lane Head, Harrogate, HG2 7TF
01423 862 999

Whitburn Golf Club
Lizard Lane, South Shields, NE34 7AF
0191 529 4210

Heworth Golf Club
Muncaster House, Muncastergate,
YO31 9JY
01904 426 156

Whitley Bay Golf Club
Claremont Rd, Whitley Bay, NE26 3UF
0191 252 0180

Kirkbymoorside Golf Club
Manor Vale, Kirkbymoorside, YO62 6EG
01751 431 525

YORKSHIRE (EAST)
Beverley and East Riding Golf Club
Anti Mill, Westwood, Beverley, HU17 8RG
01482 868757
Bridlington Golf Club
Belvedere Road, Bridlington, YO15 3NA
01262 606 367
Bridlington Links Golf Club
Flamborough Road, Marton, Bridlington,
YO15 1DW
01262 401 584
Driffield Golf Club
Sunderlandwick, Driffield, YO25 9AD
01377 253 116
Far Grange Park & Golf Club
Skipsea, Driffield, YO25 8SY
0800 197 2074
Flamborough Head Golf Club
Lighthouse Road, Flamborough,
Bridlington, YO15 1AR
01262 850 333
Hornsea Golf Club
Rolston Rd, Hornsea, HU18 1XG
01964 534989
The KP Golf Club
Pocklington, York, YO42 1UF
01759 303 090

YORKSHIRE (NORTH)
Aldwark Manor Golf Club
Aldwark Alne,YO61 1UF
01347 838 146
Bedale Golf Club
Leyburn Road, Bedale,
DL8 1EZ
01677 422 451

Knaresborough Golf Club
Boroughbridge Road,
Knaresborough, HG5 0QQ
01423 862 690
Malton & Norton Golf Club
Welham Park, Welham Road,
Norton,Malton, YO17 9QE
01653 697 912
Masham Golf Club
Burnholme, Swinton Road,
Masham, Ripon, HG4 4NS
01765 688 054

The Oaks Golf Club
Aughton Common, Aughton, YO42 4PW
01757 288 577
Thirsk & Northallerton Golf Club
Thornton le Street, Thirsk, YO7 4AB
01845 525 115
Whitby Golf Club
Low Straggleton, Whitby, YO21 3SR
01947 600 660
York Golf Club
Lords Moor Lane, Strensall, YO32 5XF
01904 491 840

YORKSHIRE (WEST)
Bradford Golf Club
Hawksworth Lane, Guiseley, LS20 8NP
01943 87570
Cookridge Golf Club
Cookridge Lane, Cookridge, Leeds,
LS16 7NL
0113 230 0641

Oakdale Golf Club
Oakdale, Harrogate, HG1 2LN
01423 567 162

Dewsbury District Golf Club
The Pinnacle, Sands Lane, Mirfield,
WF14 8HJ
01924 492399

Pannal Golf CLub
Follifoot Road, Pannal, HG3 1ES
01423 872 628

Garforth Driving Range
Barwick Road, Garforth, Leeds, LS25 2DN
0113 287 1111

Pike Hills Golf Club
Tadcaster Road, Askham Bryan,
YO23 3UW
01904 700 797

Garforth Golf Club
Long Lane, Garforth, Leeds, LS25 2DS
0113 286 2021

Richmond Golf Club
Bend Hagg, Richmond, DL10 5EX
01748 823 231
Ripon Golf Club
Palace Road, Ripon, HG4 3HH
01765 603 640
Romanby Golf Club
Yafforth Road, Northallerton, DL7 0PE
01609 778 855

Headlingly Golf Club
Back Church Lane, Adel, Leeds, LS16 8DW
0113 267 9573
Hollins Hall
Hollins Hill, Baildon, Shipley, Bradford,
BD17 7QW
01274 530 053
Horsforth Golf Club
Layton Rise, Horsforth, Leeds,
LS18 5EX
0113 258 6819

Rudding Park Golf Club
Rudding Park, Harrogate,
HG3 1JH
01423 872 100

Huddersfield Golf Club
Fixby Hall, Lightridge Rd, HD2 2EP
01484 426203

Sandburn Hall Golf Club
Flaxton, York, YO60 7RB
01904 469 929

Leeds Golf Club
Elmete Lane, Leeds, LS8 2LJ
0113 265 9203

Moortown Golf Club
Harrogate Road, Leeds, LS17 7DB
0113 268 6521
Otley Golf Club
West Busk Lane, Otley, Leeds, LS21 3NG
01943 465 329
Oulton Hall De Vere
Rothwell Lane, Oulton,
Leeds, Yorkshire,
LS26 8HN
0871 222 4690
Pontefact & District Golf Club
Park Lane, Pontefract, WF8 4QS
01977 792241
Sand Moor Golf Club
Alwoodley Lane, Leeds, LS17 7DJ
0113 268 5180
Scarcroft Golf Club
Syke Lane, Leeds, LS14 3BQ
0113 289 2263
Wakefield Golf Club
28 Woodthorpe Lane, WF2 6JH
01924 258778
Woodhall Hills Golf Club
Woodhall Road, Calverley, Pudsey, LS28 5UN
0113 255 4594
Wetherby Golf Club
Linton Lane, Linton, Wetherby, LS22 4JF
01937 580 089

OTHER GOLF OUTLETS
AB Golf
Andy Blythe P.G.A Golf Professional
Middlesbrough Driving Range,
Ladgate Lane,
Middlesbrough, TS5 7YZ
01642 300 720
Andy Paisley Golf Centre,
Hexham Golf Club,
Spittal Lane,
Hexham, NE46 3RZ
01434 603 072
Aslan Golf
Lizard Lane,
Whitburn,
NE34 7AF
0191 5294210
Bargain Golf
Seaham Golf Club,
Shrewsbury Street, Seaham,
SR7 7RD
0191 5130837
also at: Wearside Golf Club,
Cox Green, Sunderland,
SR4 9GT
0191 534 2518
Custom Fit Golf
South Moor Golf Club Superstore
Craghead, Stanley
DH9 6AG
01207 283 525

Dynamic Indoor Golf
Wideopen, Newcastle, NE13 7BA
0191 481 3590
Eureka
Copt Hill, Houghton le Spring,
DH5 8LU
0191 584 1198
George Paylor Golf
5th Tee,Garesfield Golf Club
Chopwell, NE17 7AP
07737 963881
Leda Discount Golf Centre
Grange Villa, Chester le Street,
DH2 3NF
0191 370 1757
Marshalls Golf
Heworth Golf Club,
Gingling Gate, Heworth,
NE10 8HY
0191 4384223
Philips Golf Discount
Unit 3 Strand Business Centre
Locomotion Way,
Camperdown Ind Est
Killingworth, NE12 5UJ
0191 268 0008
Riverdale Hotel
Bellingham NE48 2JT
01434 220 254
Snainton Golf Direct
Coast View, Swarland, Felton,
NE65 9JG
01670 787 010
Stokesley Driving Range
Broughton Road, Stokesley
TS9 5JJ
The Golf Bunker
Royal Quays Outlet,
North Shields,
NE29 6DW
0191 258 1598
The Golf Dome
The Sport Domes, Tees Road,
Seaton Carew, TS25 1DE
01429 800581
The Golf Studio
Unit 15, Lintonville Parkway,
Ashington, NE63 9JZ
The Hobson Golf Range
Hobson Golf Club, Burnopfield,
NE16 6BZ
Tim Jenkins Golf
Cleveland Golf Club,
Majuba Road, Redcar,
TS10 5BJ
01642 471 798
ZFL Golf
Unit 8d,
North Tyne Ind. Estate,
NE12 9SZ
0191 270 2362
SELECTED TOURIST INFORMATION
CENTRES ALNWICK, BELLINGHAM,
BERWICK, CORBRIDGE,
HALTWHISTLE, HEXHAM MORPETH,
NEWCASTLE, ROYAL QUAYS,
SALTBURN, SEAHOUSES WHITLEY
BAY AND SELECTED GOLF CLUBS
IN THE BORDERS AND CUMBRIA

To be listed or to advertise please call 01661 844115 or email enquiries@northerngolfer.co.uk

Tynemouth Golf Club
Spital Dene, Tynemouth, NE30 2ER
0191 257 4578

Moor Allerton Golf Club
Coal Road, Wike, Leeds, LS17 9NH
0113 266 1154

Direct Golf
Lullingstone Crescent
Stockton-on-Tees, Cleveland,
TS17 5GJ
01642 765 000

directory

Catterick Golf Club
Leyburn Road, Catterick Garrison, DL9 3QE
01748 833 268

NOR THERN

Ravensworth Golf Club
Angel View, Longbank, Gateshead, NE9 7UU
0191 487 6014
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from the

bunker

Welcome to the reader feedback page where you can
tell us your likes, dislikes and funny golfing stories as
well as make suggestions as to what you would like to
see in your Northern Golfer
Send your Feedback to editor@northerngolferco.uk, on
Twitter @negolfer or on facebook.com/northerngolferuk
Please include contact details, photos and videos

NG: In the December/January
edition we brought you news
of Ashington-based pro John
Downie’s new indoor teaching
facility The Golf Studio.
Unfortunately we used John’s picture
as part of our Dynamic Indoor Golf
competition on page 54, apologies
for any confusion caused.
These are of course different indoor
facilities, some 15 miles apart,
which have no connection to
one another.
Apologies John

NG: Golf clubs are forever doing their bit for charity and
two have sent pictures in to From the Bunker.
Houghton-le-Spring Golf Club saw many members take part in
Movember to raise money for Macmillian Nurses. The picture shows
Andy Edmondson presenting a cheque to Macmillan’s Ann Coates for
£1,042.

NG: Meanwhile further North, Newbiggin wrote;
We are enclosing a photo taken at Newbiggin Golf Club Presentation
Night (Dec 7). It shows our captain, Geoff Gascoigne, handing over a
cheque for £2,900 raised for his chosen captain’s charity to ladies of
the Oncology department of Wansbeck Hospital Ashington. Could you
include it in your next issue of Northern Golfer? NG:Done!

On a happier note, competition
winner, Mike Green wrote:
Our party of four played Magdalene Fields
on November 9, 2013. We all thoroughly
enjoyed the course, which was in very good
condition for the time of year. The clubhouse
was excellent and we recieved very good
service from arriving at the golf course until
leaving. We will definitely play this course
again in 2014. Once again thank you
very much.
Pleased you enjoyed it Mike. Why
not enter this month’s competitions
on Page 48

•

2 PGA Professionals,

•

a mature recognised 18 hole course,

•

Excellent Catering and Bar.

•

4 hole practice academy,

•

•

Dry/grass driving range,

Subsidised Green Fees at 11 other
local clubs, and even

•

2 putting greens,

•

•

A chipping green with bunkers,

The opportunity to earn 2.5%
cash-back on your weekly food
and fuel.

No other club in the North East offers you all this and more!
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MORPETH GOLF CLUB

N
C

&
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O
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FROM ONLY

£79!

www.morpethgolf.co.uk
CALL

01670 504942
*Not based purely on price expectations.
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MEMBERSHIPS TO MEET YOUR NEEDS, YOUR LIFESTYLE AND YOUR BUDGET.
IF WE CAN’T MATCH YOURS THEN HAVE A FREE ROUND ON US*
WE OFFER YOU:

C
H

C
X

NG: The recent wet weather has
created some interesting lies on
the golf courses of the North but
any more bizarre than this?
John Perry, a member at Prudhoe
Golf Club, emailed in to tell us
about an odd occurrence at
the 15th.
On December 30 John, a 15
handicapper, hit a nine iron to the
130-yard par three. His playing
partners agreed it was a great
shot, thudding into the green and
plugging, as you can see in the
picture on the right.
We think that’s the closest
anyone has ever come to a hole-inone without getting it!
Thanks for the picture John,
we wish you the best of luck this
season and hope you can hit it half
an inch closer next time!

‘LIFESTYLE MEMBERSHIP’
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MASSIVE CLEARANCE SALE ON NOW
TO MAKE WAY FOR NEW 2014 RANGE UPTO 70% OFF

GET CUSTOM FIT FREE ON OUR GOLF SIMULATOR
WE HAVE A CUSTOM FITTING SERVICE IN STORE FOR
MIZUNO, COBRA,TAYLOR MADE, CALLAWAY & MORE. ALL
THE ABOVE RIGHT/LEFT HAND, LADIES, GENTS, SENIORS,
JUNIORS- BOOK AN APPOINTMENT TODAY OR BUY
YOUR LOVED ONE THE PERFECT GIFT ‘A CUSTOM FITTED
VOUCHER FOR CHRISTMAS

BRIDGESTONE
TOUR 330-S & 330

OAKLEY
SHIRTS

BUY ONE
GET ONE FREE
£39.99 DOZEN

NOW

WAS £29.99

-RX GOLF BALLS

£9.99

COBRA
HYBRID

MANY GOLF BAGS TO CLEAR

NOW £69.00

OAKLEY CART BAG £109

IE CALLAWAY X £79.99

1/2
PRICE
PUMA POLO

WAS £129

NOW £49.99

FAIRWAY WOODS
ALSO REDUCED
SAVE £££S

NOW £49.99

MD STAND BAG £79.99

SHIRTS &
SWEATERS

CALLAWAY
X HOT 3 DEEP

MD GOLF NORMAN
DREW WEDGES

CALLAWAY
RAZR FIT

NOW

NOW

1/2 PRICE £39.99

ALL LOFTS
WAS £49.99

FAIRWAY
WAS £179

£29.99
NEW
2014 MIZUNO IRONS,

£75.00
NEW
2014
ODYSSEY
PUTTERS
IN STOCK
DISCOUNTED
PRICES

WOODS, RESCUES ETC
IN STOCK
BUY A JPX EZ DRIVER
RECIEVE A JPX EZ HYBRID

FREE

NEW
COBRA BIO CELL IRONS

& WOODS IN STOCK
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY
OFFERS NOW ON!

SAVE £££’S
How to find our
superstore
Leave A1 (m) at junction 63
Chester-le-Street and follow
B693 to Stanley, turn left onto
B6532 (Asda roundabout), follow
road to to end and turn right, pass
Blomfomtein School and follow
sign to South Moor Golf Club

NG21.indb 55

XTREME DRIVER
RRP £349

SALE PRICE

£149

NEW
2014 TAYLORMADE

JETSPEED DRIVERS,
WOODS & IRONS
HUGE CLEARANCE
ON 2013 MODELS

NEW
CALLAWAY X2 HOT

WOODS, BIG BERTHA
WOODS/DRIVERS &
2014 IRONS IN STOCK!
LOW, LOW
INTRODUCTORY OFFERS!

Open Mon - Sun
9am - 5pm
Early opening
at weekends
Discount Golf Equipment
All major credit
Shaun Cowell PGA Golf Professional - Tel: 01207 283 525
accepted
South Moor Golf Club Superstore, Craghead, Stanley, DH9 6AG NORTHcards
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